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B’way Looking More and More Like 
Hayseed Corners; N.Y.’s Big Weekend 


4 
ba 








The most cosmopolitan city in the War Can Wait 
world, New York, is today as bu- 
colic in its general pattern as the Hollywood, Feb. 24. 


. : . ro ’ In checking up on Santa 

average hinterland community. It’s _& ; 

become so dominantly a weekend Monica's blackout drill for Feb. 

town it’s a phenomenon with] 20, Tom Treanor, L. A. Times 
columnist, was told that it had 


which the city slickers haven't yet : 

reconciled themselves. The influx aeen — a = esata 

of population from Friday through answered with, it was 0s 
night and we didn’t want to 


Sunday taxes capacities of the big 
picture houses, cafes, eateries, 
niteries, danceries, bars, etc.—and 
then the Big-Lull again from Mon- 


make the theatre manager mad.’ 
Santa Monica is on the ocean 
front. 








day through Thursday. 

The Sat.-Sun. milling of the mobs 
and the concentrated biz gives Times 
Sq. and the environs a New Year's 
éve aura. 

The answer, of course, is war and 
defense work. Between defense 
workers getting fun only on week- 
ends, plus the Saturday-Sunday 
leaves for men in uniform, it’s a 
field day for the pop-priced amuse- 
ments, from pix to drinks. It also 
spreads into the Sunday legits, 
which have been booming, and into 
the class nite clubs, 

Another post-Pearl Harbor 

(Continued on page 45) 


EVER DITTOED 
OVER HERE 


London, Feb. 24. 
British Income Tax Commissioner 
has ordered a probe into the song- 


phe- 





page graft. He has instructed 

oD e English music publishers to furnish 
Churchill s Audience In ali details of monies paid out to | 
bands and crooners for plugging 





number of years. 


U.S.A. Soars to 417, For | ove: 


conservative estimate of the 

7 R d| amount collected by these grafters, 

Sunday Matinee ecor since the pani act started, is more 
ame | than $5,000,000. 


Winston Churchill’s U. S. audience 
for his address Feb. 15 established a 
new high rating for Sunday after- 
noon broadcasts, tetting a rating of 
41%, according to the Cooperative 
Analysis of Broadcasting. It was 
aired over the four major networks, 
with several recorded local rebroad- 
casts. 


Baseball Without Weather 
Comment Not Sure-Bait 








Prime Minister’s address Dec. 26 | Nashville, Feb. 24. 
(Friday) before a joint session of; With baseball season only seven 
Congress, irew a CAB rating of 44.7. | weeks away, it is still doubtful if 
Three previous speeches, all deliv- | Nashville games will be aired this 


OH BOY! iF US. 





| 





| Army of an officers’ 


DANCE WAMES 
UP BIZ 100-2007 


Examination of Recent Fig- 
ures in ‘Variety’ Boxoffice 
Reports Dramatize New 
Role of Orchestras—Now 
30 to 40 Weeks of Theatre 
Dates Available for Them 


ASTOUND SHOWMEN 





By JOHN C, FLINN 


Dance bands playing in film thea- 
tres are the strongest boxoffice items 
in American show 
The uptrend of recent years has 
lately intensified. From 30 to 40 
weeks of fairly regular bookings for 
name orchestras, plus singers, 
dancers and comedy turns travelling 
with them or booked supplemen- 
tarily, are available. 

That dance orchestras earn a sub- 
stantial part of their income from 
film houses is not a discovery, but it 
has not been generally noted that 
their presence on stage or hy- 
draulic platform can jump average 

(Continued on page 46) 


Air Corps’ Takeover of 
Several Miami Beach 
Hotels May Hypo Resort 





Miami Beach, Feb. 24 
Hypo to summer biz is expected 
here with establishment by the 
training school 


| which will hit a top enrollment of 


For the Air Advertisers! 4.000 men around June. 


| City 


| 


ered Sunday afternoons, got ratings | year. WSIX has not inked pact fo1 
of 23.7 (Feb. 9, 1941), 16.5 (June 22, | rights with looal club, and Holsum 
1941 ) and 26. 1 (Aug. 24, 1941) Bakers and Socony Vacuum Oil have | 


not been offered an option 
Several.reasons are given for hold- 
London Cops edits up. Chief reason is fear that by air- 
ing games, Asis agents could get vital 
| Fi : information about weather conditions 
nl ight Vs. Gambling in Tennessee. Since baseball is 
played only in excellent weather 
then broadcasts may be taboo to pre- 
vent enemy from planning possible 
blow at vital defense plants in area. 
Possible curtailment of night 
games to conserve TVA power has 
been given as another 
son for holding up definite baseball 
commitments. 





London, Feb. 1. 
Police are seeking new powers to 
close private gambling joints, of 
which London’s night life is now 
full. Operators of these use a 
Socialite stooge who sends out in- 
vitations and acts as host. This 
makes the parties ‘private,’ and so 
Outside the present gaming laws. 
They use a fresh spot each night 
80 as to duck the law relevant to 
Zaming houses. Pay anything from N. J., parish, is an ASCAP songsmith 
$300 up for a night’s hire of a room | under the nom-de-plume of Pierre 
in semi-private hotels and big | Norman (also Pierre Connor). 


PRIEST-SONGWRITER 
Father J. W. Connor, of Cliffside, 








houses, bring their own booze and | His latest, ‘The More I Go Out 
cuisine. Hotel manager gets around | with Somebody Else, the More I’m 
$75 as a tip Waiters figure to make | in Love With You,’ is being pub- 
$30-and-up a night. lished by Crawford Music. 





factor in rea- 


} 


| 
| 
| 


School was 
|set up here at the invitation of the 
of Miami Beach and the hotel 
which made a 
pitch, figuring on getting busi 
not only from the cadets, but from 
stream of relatives and friends who 
will visit them. 
About 900 men are 


association, 


ness 


business today. 


furious | 


Propose Shostakovitch 











| 


| 


here now, ac- | 


vn to Lieut. Col. James T. | 
Stowell, commanding officer of the 
(Cont inued on page 21) 


PHONEY BENEFITS FOR 
SOLDIERS BURN A.F.M. 


Philadelphia, Feb. 24. 

Philly musicians are getting a lit- 
tle fed up over the rash of so-called | 
service men’s benefits. Organiza- | 
j tions that invite a half dozen sol- 
| diers or gobs, call the affair a bene- 
fit ‘for entertainment of the 
forces’ and demand cuffo music. 

The Musicians Union here, fear- 





\ing to be tagged unpatriotic, has 
|granted -many requests, but it’s} 
reaching the saturation point. Last | 
|week there were 15 of these so-| 


|called benefits, 


according to A. Rex 


Riccardi, of Local 77. 


secretary 


armed | 
| Jacques 





| proposed 


DS NO. 1 THEATRE B. 0. 


+ 





Reissue of ‘Pacifist’ Films At This 
Time Clashes With Our War Effort 


+ 








Misdirected Cheer 





Hollywood, Feb. 24. 

Film players returning from 
Army camp tours are complain- 
ing that too much of their time 
is being monopolized by high 
officers and their wives for social 
events and too little is devoted 
to entertain the soldiers. 

Thesps have to spend much 
time traveling from camp to 
camp and want to spend the few 
remaining hours in cheering up 
the privates rather than enter- 
taining the cclonel’s friends at 
tea parties. 








BROADCASTERS 
TO HELP BMI 


Hollywood, Feb. 24. 

John G. Paine, ASCAP’s general 
manager, pulled a fast switch at the 
district meet 
sociation of Broadcasters on Monday 
(23) by making a plea for more dol- 
lar support to BMI. He Said if BMI 
is to continue to compete 





have better support than has been 
given by the broadcasters. 

The implication is clear, however, 
that he wanted station owners to 
pay more coin to BMI so that bet- 
ter songwriters can be hired and re- 

(Continued on page 45) 





Tour U.S. as Boost to 


| 


Soviet Good Will Ties i: dicated by the offal 


Dallas, Feb. 24 } 

Dimitri Shostakovitch has been in- 
vited to visit the U. S. by the ont 
Symphony Orchestra as part of 
good will campaign to| 
strengthen the cultural ties between | | 
Russia and the U. S. The a 
old Russian is considered that coun- | 
try’s greatest composer and has de- 


| clined offers from Hollywood and 
| other symphonic organizations in the 


| past. 


| 
| 


Present effort is being made by 
Singer, musical director of 


ithe Dallas Symphony, who has sent 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


| recently 


letters to Cordell Hull and Maxim 


with | 
l ASC AP on basis of material it must | 


ASCAP URGES 


Number of individual protests 
have been lodged with major com- 
panies against reissue at this time of 
the anti-war films of the past 20 
years. Feeling is that while on one 
hand studios are attempting to co- 
operate with the Government by 
planning films to make the public 
fighting mad, they are, on the other 
hand, taking the exact opposite 
course in reissuing oldie preach- 
ments against war. 

Two of the anti-war films which 
have recently been or are being 
exhibited around New York are 
‘The Eagle and the Hawk’ and ‘All 
Quiet on the Western Front.’ For- 


mer was released by Paramount in‘ 


1933 and starred Carole Lombard, 
Its reissue is generally to take ad- 
vantage of the publicity on Miss 
Lombard’s death, with most exhibs 
not cognizant of its violently anti- 
war character. ‘All Quiet’ was re- 
leased by Universal in 1930 and is 
being billed now as ‘The timeliest 
picture ever made.’ 

Coincidence in the showing of 
‘Eagle and the Hawk’ at the Alden 
on upper Broadway, N. Y., recently, 
were pictures of Pear] Harbor in the 





newsreel. Commentator Graham 
|McNamee declares, ‘Look at these 
pictures and get mad and stay mad.’ 


ing of the National As- | 








Litvinoff on his proposal. A new 
work 


rating the battle of Moscow last fall | 


capital. 


of Shostakovitch commemo- | 


premiered at the Sov iet | 
‘at the 


Feature pic is also designed to make 
people mad—but against war, not 
(Continued on page 18) 


WCTU Maps Ad Drive 


To Revive Prohibition; 
Use of Radio Uncertain 


It was reported around advertising 
agencies last week that the Women’s 


Christian Temperance Union, claim- 
ing to have a sizable bankro!] at 
| hand, is inviting agencies to submit 
| pre entation for an advert g 
drive urging the establishment of 
prohibition as a war measure. 
Whether the WCTU proposes to 


campaign was not 
who extend- 
pitching invitation 


S.S. Normandie Now Part 
| OF N.Y. Rubberneck Tour 


Fire-eaten hulk of the Normandie, 
i iotaae 3 on its side in the Hudson, has 
become a major point for New York 
sightseers. Hawkers peddle 
rubberneck tours on Broadway and 


who 


|}around Radio City are making a big 


thing of shouting that their buses 
will provide a view of the ship. It 
was going great with the yokels over 


the holiday weekend. 
Buses aren’t permitted on the 
West Side elevated highway, which 


provides the best view of the liner 
and are prohibited by police from 
stopping under the highway. They 
roll by slowly, however, giving 
plenty of opportunity for a gander 
addening sight. 
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Anticipated Enemy Bombings Step 


Up Theatres’ Air-Raid Precautions 


SCHNOZ AT $3,500 PER | 
ON 12-WK. VAUDE TOUR 


Jimmy Durante, who is on an op- | 


Intensification of war combined 
with recent warnings from President 


Roosevelt and other high 


that the United States may expect at 
least a couple of enemy bombings and 
shellings has brought near comple- 


tion a uniform air raid precaution 
scheme for use in all 
throughout the country. 


theatres 


Air raid 


and blackout plans, already lined up | 


substantially in form which they are 
to be presented to theatre operators, 
are based largely on observations in 
England. Methods are designed so 
as to be adaptable in houses of all 
capacities. 


Plan, which is likely to be in final 
form for submission to the Office of | 


Civilian Defense this week, includes 
instructions for fire fighting, organ!- 


zation of theatre personnel and aj} 
special group designated as ‘Army | 
‘since he’d undoubtedly be worth in 


Flash.’ 

Two most important points stressed 
in instructions are need for speed in 
detecting danger and issuing warn- 
ings and that ‘the show must go on. 
Properly handled theatres will have | 
a complete blackout in two min- 
utes. 

Among provisions mentioned is 
one that theatres prepare an emer- 
xency lighting system such as will 
not spoil the blackout but provide 
minimum lighting necessary to pre- 
vent confusion. Theatre men are 
instructed to prepare signs and di- 
rections within theatres so that pa- 

(Continued on page 45) 


JOHN MOSES, WITH WPB, | 
CONTINUES HIS AGENCY 








John Moses is now serving with 
the War Production Board, but is 


continuing to operate his talent and 
authors’ agency. He’s active with 
the iron and steel branch of the 
Government agency. Returned from 
a Mexican trip late last week and 
on Monday (23) went to Washing- 
ton. 

Leggett Brown, associated in the 
agency with him, recently joined the 
Army Air Corps and is going to 
school in New Orleans for training 
as a bombardier. 


Joe Cook Nixes Several — 
Testimonial Proposals 











Joe Cook, who announced his re-| 
tirement from show business, has de-} 
clined a number of proposed testi-| 
monial functions in and outside New 
York. Proposals sketched plans for 
such affairs, proceeds of which would 
be devoted to war aid and other 


funds, but Cook stated he could not 
make public appearances at this 
time 


Comedian proposes to open a road- 
house not too far from New York, | 
ne. with the intention of reap- 
ing profits but more to keep him- 
self occupied. If and when the place 
is secured it will include many of 
the mementoes and the vast collec- 
tion of beer mugs which he removed 
from his former home at Lake 
Hopatcong, N. J. 


Gypsy Rose Lee Discs 
On Special Strip Tunes 


Gypsy Rose 
deal with 





Lee last week 
Jack Kapp 


set a 
(Decca) to 


wax four sides for a special album. | 


The 
flat 
sold. Miss Lee will record the spe- 
cial songs she 
her peeling. 

Stripper left 
(Tuesday) by auto for a week’s en- 
gagement at the Casanova, Miami 
Beach nitery, opening Saturday (28). 
A three-day layoff will space the 
end of the nitery date and a four- 
day booking at the Olympia, vauder 
in Miami proper. 


What, No Gam Art? 


Hollywood, Feb. 24. 

Film fans in 400 Army camps 
throughout the country will get the 
kind of Hollywood reading they 
want through a news service being 
organized by Publicity Directors 
Committee. 

Action is the result of requests 
from camp publications asking mate- 
rial of interest to soldiers. 


author-stripper will 








ee terion Bat 


officials | 


| 


| with 























tional termer to Warner Bros., is} 
going ahead with some 12 weeks of 
vaudeville at $3,500 a week. He's Bonds cost as little as $18.75, 


current at Loew’s State, on Broad- 
way, thence to Newark, etc. Two- 
thirds of the old Clayton, Jackson 
& Durante act has been reunited 
the addition of Eddie Jack- 
whom Durante repatriated to 
Broadway with the State booking. 
Jackson was doing a hideaway in 
an obscure nitery in Akron, O. 
Comedian anticipates no difficulty 
in setting back any dates, should he 
be called to the Coast, especially 


son 


excess of the $3,500 salary, as evi- 
denced by the fact that before he 
made his last two pictures for WB 
—Man Who Came to Dinner’ and 
‘You’re in the Army Now’—his sal- 
ary as a vaude single was pegged at 
$2,500. The extra $1,000 came fol- 
lowing the Great Schnozzle’s clicks 
in the two flicks. 


Producers Aid Probers 
In Enemy Alien Purge 


Hollywood, Feb. 24. 
Investigation into the employment 
of alien enemies in the motion pic- 
ture industry is getting full support 
from the Producers’ Association, 
which has volunteered to open its 
books and personnel records. 











Jack B. Tenney, chairman of the | 


California Assembly Comn ‘tee on 
un-American activities, was _ in- 
formed by Fred W. Beetson, execu- 
tive v.-p. of the Producers, that ev- 
erything possible would be done to 
cooperate with weeding out of enemy 
aliens in the film business. 





Danny Kaye Film on Fire 





Sylvia Fine (Mrs. Danny Kaye) 


|} and Max Liebman are going to ‘he 
| Coast this week to talk film 


story 
ideas with a couple of studios dick- 
ering for Danny Kaye. If a plot 
jells a deal for the comic will be 
made. 

Sam Goidwyn is reported inter- 
ested in Kaye, currently starring in 
‘Let's Face It’ at the Imperial, N. Y. 











| make a 


| (27) 


| operators 


stamps come as low as 10 
cents. Defensz bonds and 
stamps can be bought at all 
banks and postoffices, and 
stamps can also be purchased 
at retail stores. 





Chester Morris, 


Menjou Start On 
Army Camp Tour 





Chester Morris and Adolph Men- 
jou leave the Coast this week on 
two-week tours of Army camps with 
USO-Camp Shows, Inc., units. Ann 
Rutherford, now in New York, prob- 
ably will start on the military cir- 
cuit this week also, although a delay 
has been caused by Metro, through 
a misunderstanding, calling her back 
to the studio after a tour had been 
all worked out and approved by the 
War Department. Studio counter- 
manded the order, however, on. Mon- 
day (23) and new set of dates is be- 
ing arranged. 

Tour is also being set for Martha 
Raye, although it won’t get under 

(Continued on page 46) 


Ole and Chic Are Just A 





ear, 


| pix, no giveaways, no nothing. 











Coupla Sefties After All 


Ole Olsen 
personal appearance with 
the ‘Old Time Variety Show’ unit 
at the RKO 58th St. theatre Friday 
for the matinee performance 


only. Screen will have ‘Hellzapop- 


| pin,’ in which O-J are starred. 


that several theatre 
around New York have 
been trying to get O-J to appear in 
conjunction ‘Hellz’ but comics 
turned down all offers, accepting the 


Understood 


1 
with 


collect a | 
royalty of 74%c on each record 


uses to accompany | 


N. Y. westentest | 





| 58th St. booking, from accounts, be- 


Chico Hits the Road | cause of sentimental value at- 


aia ; tached to oldtimers in the RKO unit. 
Chico Marx has a deal pending to | = 


go into the Midway Rest, roadhouse 


the 


Major Zanft, Agent 


on Route 29 on way to Easton, Pa. 

Would include the new Marx band Hollywood, Feb. 24. 

which has been playing theatre| Nat Wolff trained east to install 

dates. | Major John Zanft as New York man- 
Marx is also angling to sign Vi and | ager of the Lyons & Lyons agency. 


Vilma Vernor, NBC singing twins. !' He is due back in a week. 

















| 


| 


‘ 
} 


} 











ABBOTT and COSTELLO 
Currently on "'-“‘onal Release 
—ijin-- 

“RIDE ‘EM COWBOY” 
Universal Pictures Chase & Sanborn Hour, NBC-Red 
Under Personal Management of: EODOWARD SHERMAN 





| changed. 


and Chic Johnson will 


' 


| 
| 











apc inbeiaay 4 eeosabeogooontebinoerroeoony 
f THE BERLE-ING POINT | 
: By Milton Berle t 
a Oe et tt i i ++ 


Hollywood, Feb. 24. 

Still at Palm Springs enjoying a well-earned vacation. Went around 
the golf course in the low 70’s—then, I stepped my car up to 90. 

Bet my bride, Joyce, that I could beat her score in a golf game and the 
loser would carry the golf bags. (Why don't I keep my big mout! shut.) 

Ran into Jack Benny, who immediately cried, ‘Milton’ you're the pie. 
ture of health—too bad you're out of focus.’ 

Broadway Department 

Leo Lindy has become very strict during these sugar rationing days, 
If anyone wants another lump of sugar they must have a co-signer 

Jay C. Flippen just found the star sapphire ring he lost 10 year: ago, 
He just combed his hair—and there it was. 

Jack White finally lost that beautiful cement complexion of his. 
had some suntan tattooed on his kisser. 

Olsen & Johnson have made so much money with their shows Henry 
Morgenthau is thinking of backing a few musicals to help balance the 
budget. 

Jessel is feeling very bad these days—he just can’t understand why hig 
year-old daughter can’t deliver a 10-minute monolog. 

Harold Conrad wires that Tommy Manville woke up one morning and 
got the shock of kis life. Not a newspaper carried a story about an 
impending divorce. 


Jack 





Holly woodiana 
The soldiers of a camp where Maxie Rosenbloom recently did a benefit 
were so pleased with him they hung a set of chevrons on his cauliflower 


There’s a new type of theatre just opened in Hollywood. They show no 
You just go in and pick gum off the seats. 

Saw a sign in front of a beauty shop which said, ‘We don’t like double 
features either. come in and let us work on yours.’ 

Now that Humphrey Bogart has signed a seven-year contract 
Warners, he’s given up all hope of ever receiving a pardon. 

Music Department 

Mack Gordon was so excited while awaiting the arrival of his new born 
son he only knocked out four hit songs in the hospital’s ante-room. 

Lots of musicians who are in the Army now and who used to keep 
people awake nights while they practiced on their instruments, are now 
being awakened every morning by a bugle. 

Artie Shaw has a new idea for a band that he will shortly put into 
rehearsal. The band will feature six drummers who will play counter 
melody to twelve Scotch bagpipes. 

Radio Department 

Just found out what Rudy Vallee did with the megaphone that ke used 
to sing through and which made him famous, It is now a handy re- 
ceptacle for old razor blades. 

Two hundred citrus growers in California are getting together and are 
sponsoring a new program called, ‘The March of Lime.’ 

Add embarrassing moments: Can you imagine Abbott & Costello for- 
getting the lines of their favorite ‘Flugle Street’ routine? 

Hangnail Descripiions 

Betty Grable: Slick-chick....Rita Hayworth: 
Fonda: Lank-Hank....Dorsey’s Music: Sweet-heat. 

Observation Dept: 

Saw a sign attached to the spare tire on an automobile which said, 
‘Dear Buick, Please Don‘t Talk About Me When I’m Gone!’ 

Ran into a cigar sture Indian in front of a smoke shop. How times have 
He no longer sported a feathered headdress, but a pork-pie hat! 

This is a wonderful world of invention. Now if a housewife is short of 
a few vegetables for the evening meal, instead of running out to the 
market for them. she just whips them off her kat. 

Eavesdropped at Hotel Mirador: ‘She had a poker face and the chips 
to prove it!’ 

Eavesdropped at Colenial House: 
more than you!’ 

Eavesdropped at Racquet Club: ‘She’s the sweetest thing since Social 
Security!’ 


with 


Warm-form....Henry 


‘Even people who know nothing know 


Whatever Became of —————-? 
Anna Wheaten & Harry Carroll Wrothe & Martin 
Frank McIntyre & Co. Ben K. Benny 
Tarupm Vadie & Ota Gygi Mabel Ford & Co. 
Afterpiece 
Wake up America! What we need is a Defense Stamp-ede! 





— — 


Spivak Band Hitch-Hikes Mayris Chaney Nixes 
100 Miles to Make a Date | Post-Publicity Offers 


Charlie Spivak’s band hitch-hiked 
Philadelphia, Feb. 24. 


in twos and threes almost 100 miles 
from just outside of Baltimore into 
Publicity resulting from the fracas 


Philadelphia early yesterday (Tues- 


day) morning, then caught a train |. S ; ; 
|into New York. Outfit played in |” Congress over Mayris Chaneys 
Balto Monday (23) evening and left | civilian defense job has led to a 
for a Coca-Cola broadcast (from | 490d of offers from niteries and 
N.Y.) last night (Tues.) but had only | presentation houses for the return 
gone a few miles when its bus | of the blond dancer to the spotlights. 








caught fire. _ She has turned them all down, how- 
Instead of waiting for a replace- | ever. 
ment vehicle, band members began Miss Chaney's terp partner (not 


catching rides on trucks and private 


husband, as reported), Eddie Fox, is 
cars. 


| ill on the Coast and she ace 

cat Pee ora cept dates without him. she re- 
MYRNA LOY FOR DU PONT signed last week from the $4,600- 
a a-year job to which she as ape 

Bette Davis, Madeleine Carroll Also | pointed through her friendship with 


Set for ‘Cavalcade of America’ Mrs. Roosevelt. 


bi | = natal ea 


Myrna Loy will guest in an adap- | 


tation of ‘Another Language’ on the . i 
March 23 stanza of Cavalcade of Echo to Garbo Incident 


America,’ via NBC-Red (WEAF) —_—— 

for Du Pont. Not yet decided nde- 
E 4 Md tr F t an unae 

whether she will do the show from a ee ee S harity 

the Coast or come to New York for | Served black eye aeeugn 6 “™ d 

it. Bette Davis is tentatively set to |‘refusal’ some weeks ago actors an 

guest March 9 in an original story | actresses of foreign nationality are 


about Clara Barton, founder of the | extremely jittery when requested to 
American Red Cross. Madeleine | make gratis appearances. Last week 
Carroll is the probable guester for | Leonora Corbett, English player 
the March 16 edition. | ‘Blithe Spirit,’ sent her  p rsonal 
Homer _ Fickett for | check for $100 to the Actors’ Fund 
B. B. D. & O. accompanied by a letter of regret for 
not being in its benefit performance 
|and expressing the hope tliat er 
° ° fund would invite her directly nex 

N.Y. to Miami 
Jack Bertell. 
Hal Hackett. 





produces 





time. 

Miss Corbett sought by this gesture 
to forestall any criticism. She was 
asked for the benefit at the last 
moment by Clifton Webb, only after 











Al Trahan. lit had been publicized that Webb 
Paul Haakon. and Peggy Wood, her colleagues, 


> sat oor é 
Patricia Bowman. would appear without her. 
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THEY JUST WANNA LAUGH 








‘VARIETY’—and BENEFITS TOP f 


Several requests have recently been made for ‘Variety’ to 
lend its support to certain charities, especially in the promotion 
of benefit shows. All these were refused, and the unquestioned 
worthiness of the various causes did not enter into the reasons 
for the turndown, 


‘Variety’ for years has maintained a policy of viewing bene- 
fits as an interested and often sympathetic observer. For the 
especially worthy causes, notably those aimed for the welfare 
of performers, it has always attempted to contribute construc- 
tive trade publicity. Further than that, neither ‘Variety’ nor 
any of its staff members can or should function. 


It’s not a question of being hard-boiled, but merely a reitera- 
tion of ‘Variety’s’ independence. ‘This includes its credo of 
not asking favors. 





5 Patriotic Revues on four to Pep 


Canadas S600, 000,000 Victory Loan 


vi 











Toronto, Feb 24. 


With five patriotic revues touring 
Ontario to whip up public fervor in 
the current $600,000,000 Victory 
Loan campaign, prominent names in 
America’s entertainment world are 
freely contributing their services as 
headline attractions in the touring 
shows which are now doing one- 
nighters in every town and city in 
the province. Theatre operators are 
cooperating and, where a_ theatre 
does not exist, school auditoriums, 
church halls, town halls, etc., are be- 
ing utilized in the patriotic drive for 
funds. 

Olsen and Johnson are  con- 
tributing three of their Monday eve- 
nings. Others already here are 
Gracie Fields, Janet Gaynor, Brian 
Aherne and Clarence Nash. Latter 
with a dummy of Donald Duck, used 
a la McCarthy, is nightly losing his 
temper over the Japs and Nazis in 


G. B. S. on U.S. Radio 


Elsa Maxwell, on her ‘Party 
Line’ program over the Blue net- 
work, quoted George Bernard 
Shaw as exclaiming to her: 

‘America, where sane people 
are put behind bars and lunatics 
before the microphone.’ 











Plan Stage Tour of 
Berle’s Radio Troupe to. 





Hollywood, Feb. 24. 
Milton Berle’s ‘Three Ring Time’ 
air troupe will make a brief tour 
| through the east if all details are 
| ironed out to the satisfaction of the 





J. Walter Thompson 


typical Donald Duck fashion. Vic- } 
tory Loan drive has been underway | SPOnsor (Ballantine) and the prin- 
now in| Ccipals. Completing the triangle will 


a week, with negotiations , 

ren rey | be Shirley Ross and Bob Crosby. 
progress for the appearance here of | ~~ : : 
Grace Moore. Lawrence Tibbett Idea is that by showing them off 
z IWLOC q at i bb, I yah 
Mary Pickford. and Hilda Burke from the stages of deluxe theatres it 

4 * c c ’ . " Rete 

. y | will hop up their radio popularity. 


(Continued on page 47) 


Fred Astaire, Bide Dud!ey 
Among Writers Elected | wet. Usiou 
To ASCAP Membership, “onset.” 


sidering only three picture houses, 
Paramount in New York and Brook- 
lyn, and Chicago in the Windy City. 
| Route would be extended if all goes 
well. Unique situation would be 


y 1 , > thrn 
deal goes th igh 


page 18) 





ASCAP board of directors last Matty Fox in Wartime 


week approved the admission to 
membership of 23 writers and five 
publishers. The writers consist of 
Elmer Albrecht, Fred Astaire, Jack 
F. Betzner, Ruth Cleary, Lynn F, Matty Fox has taken leave of 
7 - ° . i sates m. | € ) >, oe ag c c 
tata wor ge end ys “a ol |absence from Universal to accept a 
P Farwell, Alb ramse, Ory iea. ¢ Jefense setup in Wash- 
: : job in the defense setup in ash 
oP THis * ‘ , ‘d- | 
Gilbert, William G. Hammond, Ed ington. He is understood to be 





Improve Dial Rating ‘t:,'*° ss 
agency, the| 


So far the Thompsonites are con- | 


Comics Stay With Agcy. operate the spot on 48th street, east of | 


Braintrust Job in D.C. 


—_—- —_-— 





oat A 
UHIEFLY COMED) 





Post-Pearl Harbor, American 
Film Fans Seemingly Want 
Their Celluloid to Tickle 
the Risibilities 





HOWEVER, DRAMAS 1-2 





War or no war, America prefers 
| to laugh when it goes to the films. 
That’s clear from a survey of the 
pictures which have grabbed top 
coin at the nation’s b.o.s since Dec. 
7. Five of the top 10 grossers dur- 


And apparently the slappier 
are, the better they like ‘em. 

It’s not only the out-and-out laugh- 
getters, however, that are leading 
the parade, but escapism as a whole. 
Along with the comedies, the big 
10 include adventure and romance, 
but only two dramas. ‘Sergeant 
York’ (WB) is the sole one among 


they 


escapist. 

But a preference of escapology at 
the wickets is nothing new and the 
mixture of pictures that are catch- 
ing big money is probably little 
different from what it’s been for the 
past 25 years. No matter what the 


how good any particular film is that 
counts, 
Despite the heavy lead held by 
| the comedies, the pictures in No. 1 
and 2 positions in the b.o. ranking, 
|according to ‘Variety’ reports, are 
First is ‘Sergeant 
and second ‘How Green Was 
My Valley’ (20th-Fox). After that, 
in order, they are: 





‘Ball of Fire’ (RKO-Goldwyn)— 
pure farce comedy. 
‘Louisiana Purchase’ (Par) — mu- 


sical comedy satire. 
‘Son of Fury’ (20th)—costume ad- 
venture. 
‘Keep 'Em Flying’ (U)—Abbott 
(Continued on page 21) 


‘A.&C-Wm. Morris Settle: 











Hollywood, Feb. 24. 
Arbitration hearings on the con- 
tract dispute between Abbott & Cos- 
tello and the William Morris agency} 
|ended abruptly after three sessions 
| when the comics and Morris counsel 
|} announced that a settlement of dif- 
| ferences had effected. Team 
stays with Morris, with certain res- 
ervations which were not divulged. 
Settlement releases some $25,000 of 
| commissions being held in escrow. 


been 





_— J. Lambert, Tom Lemonier, working on the staff of Robert | 
arroll Loveday, Estate of Andrew Nathan. on the War Production | 


Mack, Jay Milton, Alfred M. Opler, Board’s Planning Committee. WPB 


fonhe« > . xr - signer ‘ a 
Mischa I Oo! tnoff, Alois Re sner, ; h ef D ? q] 1 Nelson. in etting up 
Stephen Richards, Victor Selsman, at RE ae 
Wi . om kagtor a the planning committee last week, 
. Inston C. Tharp and Frank Trum- announced that it was to be his 
auer 


brains 

The new publisher members are Fox is v.p. of Univers: 
Joe Howard, Jewel Music Co., Mer- as quae aasistent to prez Nate Blum- 
= deagetien: oS Tae co Somal bere, his brother-in-law. eae ig eee 

, “» ay Mus .< ‘| work in Washington about 10 days 
responsible for ‘Sunrise Serenade’ |... 
and the current ‘Moonlight Cocktails,’ _ 
was formerly a member of Society 
of E-ropean Stage Authors and 
Composers. 


il and served 


Mary Pickford to Donate 


House to Canadian Drive 


Lucille Norman of WLW Toronto, Feb. 24. 
Toronto-born Mary Pickford is 


Heads For Metro Lot negotiating with local — com- 
inci i bh 2 mitee on a draw from an eight-room 
Lucille gy ot ~ dwelling she owns here. House, which 
WLW for the past two years, leaves | }5 1" splendid condition and hee ote 4 
Wednesday (25) for Hollywood to/|&" rented, is part of Miss Pickfor ’s 
join M-G-M, for whom she recently | Tea! estate holdings here. Plan is 
passed screen tests in New York. | *° hold a lucky draw at ely econ 
Her bow in radio was made in | ticket, with proceeds to be turnec 
1937 as winner of $100 and a spot on 
KLZ, Denver. Two months ago she 
was in New York for one of the 
Metropolitan Auditions of the Air 
Programs. While working here Miss 
Norman continued her study’ of mu- 
Sic at the Cincinnati Conservatory of 
Music. 








* 

Same plan was 
ago when Miss Pickford donated a 
diamond and sapphire evening bag, 
valued at $2,000, with the lucky new 
owner getting this for a quarter. 
Campaign brought in nearly $30,000 
for Canadian war relief. 





over to some Canadian war charity. ! 


Academy Banquet 


ing that period have been comedies. 


the lot that couldn’t be classed as | 


subject matter, it’s apparently still | 


. 





For Being the Boss 





Hollywood, Feb. 24. 

One dollar was the award to 
William Dozier for his story, 
‘Block That Kiss,’ to be pro- 
duced under supervision of Sol 
C. Siegel at Paramount. Under 
his contract as head of the story 
department on the same lot, 
Dozier is restrained from profit- 
ing on film yarns. 

The case note, which sealed 
the non-profi: transaction, is be- 
ing framed to hang over his 
desk. 








‘Porgy’s’ Click Renews 
Film Interest In Gershwin 


Work; Old Price $100,000 


With ‘Porgy and Bess,’ Majestic. 
N. Y., among the best draws on 
Broadway, interest in the picture 
possibilities of the revival have 
|perked up. When the musical was 
| first produced in 1935 the film rights 
| were priced at $100,000. A $10,000 
{option was paid, but when the show 
| did not fare as well as expected the 
option was allowed to lapse. 





| A much higher price is now sought, | 
revival, 


|but the producers of the 
| Cheryl Crawford and John Wildberg, 
| have grown somewhat cold on enter- 
jing into a picture deal, having fig- 
| ured that there would be compara- 
| tively little net to them after the 
| authors’ and backers’ shares were 


(Continued on page 46) 


LaHiff’s Tavern Folds; 











LaHiff’s Tavern, formerly one of 
[the most popular chop houses in 
|Times Square, has closed down. 
There are plans to resume with sev- 
eral well knowns’ mentioned to 


Broadway, but it has been known for 
some time that the restaurant was 
| heavily involved financially. Since 
Billy LaHiff died in 1934, the Tavern 
had a 
able to keep it on a paying basis. 
Tavern dates from the early days 
of prohibition. LaHiff had the 
Strand chophouse on 47th street, 
west of Broadway, present site of the 
Hanover bank. Understood the 
Tavern was financed from the money 
paid LaHiff by the bank to surrender 


uccession of managers, none 


| (Continued on page 16) 





Radio's Tun To Get Tough 


Twice Booted After Years of 


Hard-to-Make 


—_—_———_ * 


| 
| 


| Hollywood, Feb 24 


Academy Awards banquet, blue 
ribbon event of Hollywood, long ha 
been an untouchable insofar as put- 


ting it on the air was concerned 
This year it’s the other way around. 
Two networks, the Blue and Don 
'Lee-Mutual, gave it the boot but 
|CBS finally hooked on for a coast 
| ride. NBC, only net with remote 
lequipment at the Biltmore Bowl, 
| where the Oscar Derby will be held 
| Thursday (26), wasn't even proffered 
|the event. It hadn’t occurred to Don 
|Gledhill, Academy negotiator, that 
| NBC was now two and when he was 
‘turned down by the Blue figured 


ithat cleaned up the Radio City situ- | 


| ation. 

| CBS will have its mike at the 
|be allowed to remain after Wendell 
Willkie’s speech is still a moot ques- 
ltion. John Swallow, NBC program 
| director here, has graciously con- 
|sented to permit CBS to use its fa- 


| cilities. 








| Aitkens Mull Comeback 


Milwaukee, Feb. 24 

Harry and Roy Aitken, who or- 
ganized the old Triangle Film Co 
for which D. W. Griffith produced 
|‘The Birth of a Nation,’ and who 
|have been living modestly in Wau- 
| kesha, Wis., are mulling a comeback. 
| They are seriously considering a 
| reproduction of ‘Mickey,’ 
| Normand hit of other days. 


| — 


| Thanks for the Lift 


Hollywood, Feb. 24. 

Active on the Universal lot last 
| week were the option picker-uppers 
| who -picked up six options ranging 





used a few months | speaker’s table but whether it will) through six departments, as follows: 


| Robert Cummings and _ Lon 
| Chaney, Jr., actors; George Waggner. 
| producer, director and writer; Ford 
|Beebe, director; Milton Krasner, 
|cameraman, and John Fulton, chief 
of the special effects staff. 


the Mabel | 


Mrs. Roosevelt and Mayor LaGuardia 


Radiocast Plugs for Show Business 


Both Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt and 
Mayor LaGuardia took time on their 
regular radio shows Sunday (22) to 
| speak a good word for show busi- 
‘ness. LaGuardia recently resigned 
as director and Mrs. 
assistant director 
Civilian Defense, around which 
much of the recent Congressional 
hullabaloo over actors and ‘fan 
dancers on Government payrolls 
centered. 

President's wife, cefinitely angry 
and minus her usual ability to over- 
look her rttackers, laid the attacks 
on her—aroused by appointments of 
Mayris Chaney and Melvyn Douglas 
—to ‘a small but very vocal group 
of unenlightened men,’ renewing 
‘under the guise of  »atriotism and 
economy the age-old fight for the 
privileged few against the good of 
the many, 

‘It seems tc m* that we in this 
country should have feeling of 
| deep gratitude to the writers, actors, 
artists and musicians who always 
give so generously of their time and 
talents to charitable and civic insti- 
tutions of the nation, Mrs. Roosevelt 
said. ‘It is apparently all right for 
business men to come to Washington 
to give their ervices on an expense 
basis, but not for an actor. We 
| should be grateful t- these business 


Roosevelt as 
of the Office of 





} (Continued on page 47) 
| ——— —_ 
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CARL LAEMMLE, JR., 
INDUCTED AS PRIVATE 


| 
| Hollywood, Feb. 24. 


It’s Private Carl Laemmle, Jr., 
now. One-time studio exec and 
film producer was inducted into the 
|ranks last Saturday (21). He is 33 


met Army requirements for height. 

Before leaving for the induction 
|ceremonies at Fort McArthur at 6 
'a.m., he gave orders to keep the 
Laemmle estate in Beverly Hills 
open during his absence as he did 
not want to work a hardship on 
the servants, who have been in the 
|family’s employ for more than a 
| generation. 


Once a B’way Landmark’ 2° his, *ve tect, three inches barely 


| 
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Film Biz Taking National Press Rap 


For Ill-Timed Gen. 


England Did Same Thing Much Better 


-_——--- + 


The picture business is taking the 
rap from the nation’s press, either in 
a kidding or scathing fashion, as 
result of the publicity given Brig.- 
Gen. Lewis B. Hershey's ruling re- 
garding exemptions for essential 
workers in the film industry. Col- 
umnists, editorial writers and spe- | 
cial news stories mostly took Her- 
shey to task for showing apparent | 
preference to film people. Others 
linked his order up with previous | 
blasts on Melvyn Douglas and _ his | 
OCD job and the hullabaloo over | 
Mayris Charey. formerly cance in- 
structess on the Government payroll 

Where tied un to Douclas’ pub- 
licity jeb with the OCD, many 
writers took an opportunity to poke 
fun at the ‘glamour’ angle. Tew 
of the scribes felt that actors needed | 
deferment any more than firemen or 
policemen. Hershey's ruling gen- 
erally was misinterpreted because, as 
now viewed, it merely recommended 


that local board’s could give con- year of 1941-42 at 
sideration to screen players or film up with ‘The 
technicians when it was shown that wkich 
(Mon.) with William Perlberg pro- | 
Industry quite generally feels that ducing and Walter 
not only was it an unfortunate time | It is the company’s 
ruling the year, in addition to two British- 


they were essential to the industry. 


for announcement of the 


Hershey Opinion; 





Slant-Eyed Scowl 


Hollywood, Feb. 24 
Japanese farmers and fisner- 
men, moved out of their custom- 
ary jobs by war restrictions, are 
volunteering as Oriental heavies 
in films. Ever since 20th-Fox 
produced ‘Secret Agent of Japan’ 
the boys of Nipponese ancestry 
have besieged the studio for pic- 
ture jobs, no matter how vil- 
lainous. 
Studio is turning over the ap- 
plications to Central Casting. 


50TH PIC CLEANS *41-42 
PROD. SLATE AT 20TH 


elles Feb. 24. 
Production schedule for the fiscal | 
20th-Fox winds 
Magnificent Jerk, 
work yesterday 








- 


went into 


Lang directing. 
; 50th feature for 


(right after the harpoons tossed at | made films. 


Deuglas), but that it was given 


Meanwhile, four pictures on the 


publicity, intentionally or otherwise, new year’s schedule go before the 


out of all proportion to its real’ cameras in the next two 
Even editors who ad- They are ‘Thunder 
mit the film business is essential to’ Dynamite.’ ‘The 


significance. 


public morale leaped at the oppor- 
tunity to follow up attacks on film 
player Douglas with kidding com- 
ments or lusty slaps at the 
industry. 


whole 


Dirty Linen 

Some of the barbs even extended 
to a sweeping attack on the film | 
business, waste of double features 
and other dirty linen. Such editorial 
blests, charging that there is too 
much “film production, is in 
with the popular misconception of 
average theatre needs. Such mis- 
conception, according to a story now 
current in the trade. even extended 
at one time to Government officials 
considering industry priorities. 
Pointing to only 25-30 features shown 
annually at New York’s Radio Citv 
Music Hall, this official is credited 
with expressing astonishment that 
most theatres could not set alone for 
12 months with only aktout 40 fea- 
tures. Basing his summary of. in- 
dustry requirements on such reason- 
ing, said exec thought the number 
of features made annually should be 
cut in half 


keeping 


Majoritv in tl film business who 
understood the Hershev statement 
on draft deferment consider it fair 
but one that come out at an inonnor- 
tune time They point to the fact 
that Great Britain ori¢inally ) the 
war permitted screen stars and other 
industry workers to vet out of tours 
of dutv when called to the colors 
but that it was done quietly. Even 
now certain creen players are 
given leave of pbsence to anpear in 
screen productions, and a certain 
number of picture technicians are 
excused from military duty 

Britain's sovernment admitted 
from the outset the value of motion 
pictures in maintaining public mo- 
rale. and has carried on as much a 
possible without disturbin the film 
busine Pre ent Rox t re 
viously |} ed t t the ! n 
piciure t re } fay I th t 
has a verv useful cont l to 
make « ! the ir eme ency 


Wallis Slates ‘Voyager’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 24. 


weeks. 

Birds,’ ‘Strictly 

Loves of Edgar 

Allan Poe’ and ‘Them Lovely 


Bums.’ 





Kanin Picks Soldiers 


Off B’ way for Gov't Film’ 


Unsuspecting soldiers, chosen by 
Garson Kanin from crowds wander- 
ing along Broadway, provided much 
of the cast of the former Holly- 
wood director’s initial film for the 
Office of Emergency Management, 
‘Ring of Steel.’ It’s a history of the 
Army from the Minute Men to the 

Idiers of today 

Kanin recruited his players by 
standing on Broadway and picking 
out passing servicemen whose faces 
and physiques suited his purpose. 
When he had the number he needed 
for a day's shooting he took them to 
Fox-Movietone 
where much of the one-reeler was 
made. Most of the soldiers hopped 
at the chance ‘to be in pictures’ and 
were rewarded with a dollar or so. 

Spencer Tracy last Thursday (19) 
recorded the commentary for the 
film in Ne York after Kanin ran 
into considerable difficulty getting 
the Hollywood Victory Committee, 


which must okay all free appear- 
ances by players, to give its stamp 
of approval. Wallace Russell, whom 
Kanin met when they were privates 


together in the Army’s Training Film 


Production Unit at Fort Monmouth, 


N. J., wrote the script. Picture will 


be presented for the industry’s War 


Activities Committee seal next week 


OEM film unit also has two crews 
currently in Detroit making ‘Fac- 
tory Front,’ on the conversion of | ¢ 


the auto industry to armament pro- 


studios in Manhattan, | 


Glenn Condon Charters 
Hey Rube, Inc., in Okla. 


Tulsa, Okla. 





Editor, ‘Variety’: 

The enclosed clipping from the 
Tulsa World pretty thoroughly ex- 
plains our organization and its pur- 
poses. 

We were getting organized and 
had not selected a name when we 
read about the movement along the 
same lines headed by William Mor- 
ris, Jr. I wrote him and told him 
what we contemplated. We then 
| applied for, and just today received, 
a charter from the Secretary of State 
| of Oklahoma. I have advised Mor- 
| ris that we will be happy to affili- 
| ate at the proper time with any 
| national organization that may be 
| set up along these same general lines. 
| Tulsa is one of the many very ac- 
' tive defense centers in the nation 
and we feel we will have enough 
to do right around here to keep us 
busy. 

Some of your staff may recall the 
a as editor of a thing called 

Vaudeville News’ away back yonder 
when Winchell was a member of 
my staff and getting free tuition in 


the racket from Sime and the others | 


he 46th street. 

Il am now news editor of radio 
| station KTUL, correspondent for the 
United Press, etc., etc. 

I thought you might want to give 
us a story in your columns as the 
| reaction of the public and defense 
| authorities here to our movement 

has been marvelous and would in- 
dicate that similar groups around 
the country might be worth while. 
| We have no idea or intention of 
branching out, nationally, however. 
Glenn Condon, 
President, 


{Condon's ‘Hey Rube’ organization 
will act not only as a clearing house 
for benefits in connection with the 
war effort, but will provide shows 
and otherwise aid in success of those 

benefits which it approves. First 
| major event will be a civilian de- 
|fense show and dance at the Tulsa 
Coliseum April 18. Proceeds wili go 
ito the Tulsa County Civilian Defense 
Committee.—Ed.] 





| 
WB HAS A PIECE OF NEW 
~ PLAY, ‘GUEST IN HOUSE” 


Warner Bros., last week reported 
| putting coin into legit production of 
| Fulton Oursler’s ‘Walking Gentle- 
man,’ is also said to have a slice of 
‘Guest in the House,’ which was slated 


lnight (Tuesday). Producers are 
Stephen and Paul Ames. 
WB is the only film company which 
|has put coin into legiters recently, 
| although all companies 


fessed interest in investing money if 
‘ 
Ll 


he right script comes along. 


Big Indies Incorporate 


Sacramento, Cal., Feb. 24. 
Society of Independent Motion 

Picture Producers filed papers of 

| incorporation, listing 


as directors. 
Group recently organized to func- 
tion independently of the Hays of- 


2ce. 


duction. They'll be there a month 
George Gercke i in charge with 
Bob Jahns directing and Car] Pryer L. A. to N. Y. 


and Louis Tumola at the camera: 
Another one-reeler, ‘Battle of the 
Great Lakes, story of the ore boats 


which bring jron to American indus- | 


try. 1s now in final stage Added to 
the staff of the OEM recently have 
been Gene Miliord and Mike Lu- 
ciano, Hollywood cutters. 


Fourth picture on the Hal Wallis | 


production schedule this vear at 
Warners is ‘Now, Vovaver,” built on 
a novel by Olive Hiecins Prouty, 
with Casey Robinson scripting. 

First on the Wallis slate is ‘Des- 
perate Journey,’ Errol Flynn starrer. | 
now shooting. Others are the Lil- 
lian Hellman legiter, ‘Watch on the 
Rhine,’ and ‘The Corn Is Green.’ 


Renoir Moves to U | 


Hollywood, Feb. 24 
Universal signed Jea: Renoir. 
French director imported by 20th- | 
Fox last vear. 
New contract call. for - minimum 
of one picture a year 


COLMAN IN ‘EYRE’ 


Draws Star Male Part: Joan Fon- 
taine May Also Be Set 


Hollywood, Feb. 24. 


Ronald Colman draws the male | 


starring role of Rochester in David 
O. Selznick’s forthcoming picture, 


‘Jane Eyre.’ 


Joan Fontaine is being considered 
for the femme lead and Pat Hitch- 


cock, 12-year-old daughter of Alfred 


Hitchcock, for the part of Jane Eyre 
in childhood. Robert Stevenson di- 
rects the picture, to be filmed for 
United Artists release on the RKO- 
Pathe lot in Culver City 


Brian Ahern 
Edward Alperson 
Consiance Bennett. 
Samuel 
Leonard Corey. 
soyd Crawford, 
David J. Flavin. 
Thornton Freeland. 
Greer Garson, 
James R. Grainger. 
Monroe Greenthal. 
Milton Holmes. 
Otto Kruger. 

Abe Lastfogel. 
Mitche!) Leisen. 

J. A. McFadden. 
Ralph Morgan. 
Troy Orr. 

| Walter Pidgeon 
Buddy Rogers. 
Gilbert Roland. 
David Rose. 

Alma Ross. 

Anne Shirley. 
James Stewart. 
Richard Whorf. 
Nat Wolff. 

Herbert !.. Yates. 
Major Zanft. 


sronston, 








to open at the Plymouth, N. Y., last | 


have pro- | 


Mary Pickford, | 
Samuel Goldwyn, Alexander Korda, | 
David O. Selznick and Roy Disney 


Priorities Office Reviewing Film 
Producers Needs for Coming Year 


+ 





Nevada, Here We Come 


Hollywood, Feb. 24. 

Studios are putting on their 
annual rush to complete films 
and ship the negatives out of 
California before March 2. On 
that day the state levies taxes on 
personal and real property, in- 
cluding finished productions. 

Companies caught with tax- 
able films in their vaults pay 
plenty. 


GRIFFIS, HARRY COHN’S 











Washington, Feb. 24. 
Film stock transactions for De- 


panies, Columbia Pictures, Para- 
mount and Universal, with unload- 
ing of considerable Par securities— 


| mostly by trust funds—the most im- 


portant change recorded by the Se- 
curities & Exchange Commission in 
its report. 

Stanton Griffis, New York exec of 
Paramount, sold 3,700 shares of $1 
par common papers in four different 
transactions but cut his total dump- 
ings to 2,700 shares by purchasing 
1,000 shares in the midst of his sell- 
ing transactions. Most of the other 
Par dealings involved three separate 


The F. K. Griffis Trust cashed in 
2,000 shares of the $1 par common, 
to reduce its holdings to 3,000 shares 
at the end of December. An addi- 
tional 1,600 shares of same _ type 
stock was discarded by the N. Grif- 
fis trust, 
shares, while the W. W. Griffis trust 
sold 600 shares and kept 5,400 at the 
month’s end. A fou:th trust fund— 
T. G. LaTouche—sold 1,500 shares, 
retaining 5,400. Director Griffis 
wound up at the end of the old year 
with 4,800 shares of the $1 par. 

Activities of Harry Cohn, presi- 
dent of Columbia Pictures Corp., 





In 1i different transactions Cohn 
| purchased eight blocs of common no 
|par value stock in the company, 
totaling 2,700 shares, and sold—in 
three transactions of 800 shares 
| each—2,400 of the same type papers, 
resulting in a net gain of 300 shares 
and bringing his total holdings to 
75,249. 
of $2.75 convertible preferred stock 
and handed in a belated report for 
November showing purchases total- 











par value tickets, 
Holdings of Universal Corp., top 
| company of Universal Pictures Co., 
in 8° cumulativé Ist preferred, 
were erased in October by the 
sloughing off of 220 shares, the SEC 
belatedly was advised by Daniel B. 
| Sheaffer, Philadelphia director and 
| beneficial owner of more than 10% 
|} of the registered equity securities. 
Report showed, however, that at the 
; end of Gctober Universal Corp. held 
230,927 shares of $1 par common and 
20,000 shares 7°) cumulative 2d pre- 
ferred in the company. 





| —— a 


Not So Funny Now 


Hollywood, Feb. 24 


BIG PAR, COL. TRADINGS 








Tentative estimates of material ye. 
quirements for film production, dis. 
tribution and exhibition for the 
coming year, which have been sub- 
mitted to Priorities officials in 
Washington, are based largely on 
consumption during the past year. 
Detailed report on indistry needs is 
now | ing studied by A. Julian Bry- 
lawski in Priorities division of War 
Production office, and it appears 
likely that definite formul.: will be 
arrived at in about two or three 
weeks. 

Industry last year used approxi- 
mately 1,800,000,000 feet of positive 
film plus 100,000,000 feet o° negative 
raw stock, representing tota] cost of 
$21,820,000. In compiling production 
and distribution estimates for com- 
ing year, various film companies 


|; are bidding for enough film stock to 


cember were confined to three com- 


trust funds bearing the Griffis name. | 


maintain normal flow of product for 
smaller theatres requiring frequent 
program changes, with Priorities 
Office finally to determine what pro- 
portion of requirements are to be 
granted, 

Rumor last week that all copper, 
brass and aluminum supplies were 
being called in for national war 
needs was quickly squelched after 
giving a couple of studios the jitters. 

Industry last year used 5,693 
pounds of aluminum, brass, copper 
and their alloys mostly in mainte. 
nance work and props required in 
construction or trimming of sets. 

The analysis of industry needs on 
metals, raw _ stock, replacements, 
rubber, etc., prepared by Francis 
Harmon, vice-chairman of the War 


| Activities Committee, is a combina- 


tion ewer rg summation and a 
brief in behalf of the business. 
Report revealed needs of theatres, 


2 | fil . 
which hung onto 3,400 | ilm printing laboratories, exchanges, 


home office establishments, the film 
trucking association newsreels and 
raw film stock manufacturers. 
While admittedly too early to tell 
just what curtailment of film pro- 
duction may be necessary, indica- 
tions are that a 30% curb on pic- 
tures may be necessary. However 
it is not known whether this is a 


| lat curtailment on production re- 


were considerable during December. | 


He also picked up 100 shares | T 


sulting from the prospect of a raw 
film stock shortage or is only a 25% 
bite on laboratory and studio opera- 
tions, 

If the reduction order is to ap- 
ply only to labs and studios, un- 
derstanding in the industry is that 
this would be a matter reducing the 
number of film prints in circulation. 
This would trim the quantity of 
prints servicing accounts and ex- 
tend the active booking life of a 


| 1 | screen production, 
| ing 1,000 shares of the common no! 


Thus instead of clearing a picture 
release through principal accounts 
in around 120 days, reduction in 
number of prints would possibly re- 
quire five to six months for the 
average picture to clear most profita- 
ble playdates, This doubling up on 
use of prints would mean the dis- 


|tributor would not get the bulk of 


film rental coin out of a picture for 
at least five, and 
months. 

Aside from readjustment of pic- 
ture bookings, this principally would 
affect the methods of production 
financing. Banker interests might 


possibly six 


| cOnceivably make it tougher to ob- 


Weaiher Man, often the subject of | 


public jibes, would be welcomed 
| back to the air waves by film pro- 
ducers, who have lost plenty of coin 
|} on futile location trips since advance 
reports on rain or storms are prohib- 
ited by wartime restrictions. 

Several studios have guessed at the 
weather and sent out location troupes 
in the last few weeks. In most cases 
they made the wrong guess. 





m 2. te 4A. 


Edward Arnold. 
Sally Benson. 
Gene Buck. 
William Dieterle. 
Harry Fox. 
Louis Frohlich, 
Doris Gilbert. 
Kirby Hawks. 
Mrs. Danny Kaye 
Max Liebman. 
Harry Murdock. 
John O’Connor. 
John G. Paine. 
William Thomas. 
Wendell Willkie. 
Ed Wolf. 








tain production coin or at least hike 
the mcney rates if it takes longer to 
secure repayment of a loan. This in 
turn is expected to result in addi- 


tional outside producing units, with 
the producer-distributor company 
»bviously anxious to duck a nany 


producing financial deals and re- 
sponsibility as possible. 


Streamlining War Spies 


Hollywood, Feb. 24 

‘The Great Impersonation,’ E 
Phillips Oppenheim’s tale of spying 
in the last war, comes off the shelf 
at Universa! to be rewritten to suit 
present conditions. 

Picture was first made at Para- 
mount in 1925 and revived at Uni- 
versal 10 years later with Edmund 
Lowe in che top role. 


50% Off to Service Men 


Minneapolis, Feb. 24. 
Minnesota Amus. Co. (Paramount 
circuit) and Mort H. Singer the- 
atres in Minneapolis have reduced 
their admission prices to appro%!- 
mately 50% for all uniformed mem- 





| bers of the Army, Navy and Ma- 


rines. 
The reduction also applies to the 
W. A. Steffes’ affiliated World. 
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Here’s a New One: Films Too Good, 
Hence They re Being Held Over Too 
Long, Resulting in Pile-Up of Product 


+ 





Minneapolis, Feb. 24. 


The excellence of product and its 
boxoffice potency are making trou- 
ble here and threaten to cause one 
of the most serious jams in local 
film history. Picture are just too 
good, the trade’s saying. 

Three of the four loop ‘A’ first-run 
houses currently, for example, have 
holdovers. Two of the three, ‘Ser- 

eant York’ and ‘One Foot in 
ten’ are in their fourth weeks. 
The other, ‘How Green Was My 
Valley,’ is now only in its second 
week, but indications are that it, 
too, will run at least a month. 

In consequence, the first-runs of 
other top pictures are being delayed 
and unplayed product .is piling 
up. Independent neighborhood and 
suburban exhibitors are hollering 
because they fear that later they'll 
face a product shortage and also be- 

ause the outstanding 1941-42 re- 
Yooses will be so long in being avail- 
able for them, what with 56 days 
clearance from the time the down- 
town first-run ends. 

There’s no satisfying the distrib- 
utors, either. On the one hand, they 
clamor for extended playing time 
for their ace releases, but, on the 
other, paradoxically, - they’re dis- 





gruntled when holdovers downtown | 


necessitate the shoving back of the 
tentative openings of other top pic- 
tures, requiring the keeping of such 
films on the shelves an unduly long 


time and causing a reshuffling of 
subsequent-run dates. 
Friedl’s Commitment 
John J. Friedl, Minnesota Amus. | 


Co. (Par) president, is committed to 
the policy of the longest possible 
runs for pictures. He believes that 
this is the only way to compensate 
the producers of outstanding prod- 
uct properly and\that it’s the due 
of such producers. Moreover, in his 
opinion, it encourages producers to 


go the limit in turning out the best 
possible pictures and helps to im- 
prove product. So that, whenever 


possible, as long as a picture’s do- 


ing justifiably profitable business 
he'll hold it over. 

A number of independent ex- 
hibitors in the Twin City area also 
are extending their runs, requiring 
the playing of fewer pictures. Some 


buy all the companies and then only 
use the cream of each crop, milking 
the outstanding releases to the limit. 

It’s contrary to the policy of the 
State, Par’s leading downtown house, 
to hold a picture more than a week, 
the usual procedure being to send a 
big grosser to the Century for an 


extension of its loop first-run. How- 
ever, the State just has held over 
two pictures in a row—York’ and 
‘How Green.’ Both have done tre- 


mendous business at this theatre 
‘How Green,’ in the face of sub-zero 
temperatures and at a slightly lower 
admission, almost equalled the huge 
‘York’ gross its first week 


No Time to Frivol, Rules 


Lubitsch, Vetoes ‘Cindy’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 24. 
Ernst Lubitsch called off prepara- 


tions on ‘Self Made Cinderella’ on | 





Sleeper Jumps Out 


Hollywood, Feb. 24. 

To save rubber tires on cars 
driven by film critics, Studio 
Publicity Directors Committee 
laid a ban on all out-of-town 
previews. They will be held 
from now on in studio projec- 
tion rooms or in town whenever 
possible. 

Out-of-town previews some- 
times call for 60 or more miles 
of driving by the critics. 


U.S. PAYS 4006 
TO PAR FOR 
LL STUDIO 








War Department is understood to 
be paying around $400,000 for East- 
ern Service Studios at Astoria, Long 
Island, into which the Signal Corps’ 


ss + 


HUGE SURPLUSES 


AT ALL oTUDIOa 


Consent Decree Production 
Finds Companies Already 
Thinking of Next Season— 
Gives ’Em More Time for 
Merchandising 


ADVANTAGES 


Hollywood, Feb. 24, 

Consent decree production opera- 
tions have resulted in the largest 
product and investment backlog in 
Hollywood’s history. Check of the 
studios shows that in nearly every 
instance companies have piled up 
huge surpluses of features ready for 
release and are already beginning to 
think in terms of next season. 


Both 20th-Fox and RKO have 
practically reduced the final stage of 
product for the current releasing 
year and are busy readying 1942- 
43 productions. Paramount is an- 
other that is well along towards 
this year’s goal with a backlog of 
26 pictures finished and awaiting 
release. 

Advantages of this method of op- 
eration offset to a great extent the 
liability of having huge sums tied 
up in completed negatives. More 
time for exploitation merchandising 
has resulted. More time, too, is al- 





Training Film Production Unit will | 
move shortly. Paramount owns the | 
studios and in consequence of the 
deal is leasing storage space in the | 
vicinity, near the laboratory annex, 
which it will retain. 





Astoria setup, assessed in 1937 at | 


| $800,000, is now assessed at $650,000. 


‘Lord Portal, Just Added 


| Britain. As 


the theory that the frivolous theme | 


is not desirable in wartime. Picture 
was to have been Lubitsch’s first 
under his producer-director contract 
at 20th-Fox. 


Another story with g more time- 
y idea will be submitted to the 
Studio when Lubitsch returns from 
& 10-day vacation. 








20TH SNAGS VIV BLAINE 


Vivian Blaine, who was a singer | 


at the Belmont-Plaza’s Glass Hat. 
New York, when spotted by Lew 
Schreiber, 20th-Fox casting director, 
S$ being groomed for filmusicals 
now, 

She's 19 years old. 


Mortgage, held by Prudence Bonds, 
is around $500,000. 


To Churchill’s Cabinet, | 


-~ | 


Lord Portal, named Minister of | 
Works and Buildings and First Com-' 


missioner of Works in Great Britain’s 
cabinet shakeup this week, is quite 
widely known in U. S. film business 
because of his motion picture con- 
nections in England. Generally as-| 
sociated with financial matters both| 
in the British picture industry and 


out of it, he is a director of Universal 
Pictures holding company in Great| 
such he naturally figured 
in part of the British financing orig- 
inally done by U’s present manage- 


ment several years ago. 

Lord Portal, who is taking the 
place of Lord Reith, one of the five 
senior ministe1 iropped by Prime 
Minister Winston Churchill in his 


I take charge of 


: 2 1 
cabinet shakeup i] 


post-war reconstruction. His family 
owns the Laverstoke Mill, where 
paper used for Bank of England 
note s made 

At one time, he is recalled as be- 
ing associated with Charles M 
Woolf in several film enterprises In 


England 


i osnulaeontaiiethity | 
| 


Friedman Moves Over 
To Par Production Staff 


| 
} 
| 


Hollywood, Feb. 24. 


Charles Friedman, former stage 
producer, has checked in at Para- 


mount in an untitled production ca- 
pacity, associated with two forth- 
coming pictures, ‘Priorities of 1942’ 
and ‘Dancing Debs.’ 

Recently Friedman worked at 
20th-Fox in connection with ‘Sun 
Valley Serenade.’ On the stage his 


producer activities included ‘Pins 
and Needles’ and ‘Sing Out the 
News.’ | 


|! under 


| Cials, 
3 


lowed for the proper editing and | 
scoring. Exploitation advantage 
pays off as can be proven by a 
number of examples where a com- 
pany has had a picture that didn’t 
quite measure up to entertainment 
standards but did have other fac- 
tors that could be sold to arouse 


public interest. 

There is now no rus? to prepare, 
produce and get a film into dis- 
tribution to meet a releasing dead- 
line, thus resulting in a general up- 
ift in the pictures coming from the 


Hollywood production line, be it 
the so-called budget feature or a 
big special. Thus, there’s been only 
a few bad misses in the bunch. 


Balance Blocks-of-5 


Also an advantage in piling up a 
large number of completed pictures 
is the ability to balance consent de- 
blocks f.five t } 


. ; 
- wih uU On 8) 


the 


1, 
OOK 
vod for 

tertainment. 


+ 


Cree 
public n 
film er! 


able 


some particular 
varied types of 
Exhibitors are oO get 
idea what’s from the 
studios through the pre-exploitation 
campaigns prior to the time they, or 


bette 


of coming 


their scouts, sit down to look over 
completed packages 

Lineup of the major plants finds 
Columbia, which hasn’t had to sel 


consent decree regulations, 
g 


with 16 pictures ready for market- 
ing, five of which are westerns. So 
far the company has not been af- 
fected by shortage of materials or 
prioritie: and has found it ad- 
vantageous to take a good backlog 
f picture the 1ult because of 
the etter merchand : 2 yili- 
tie Against a 1p imate sea- 
rY e of 28 feature includ 
j The reat T imbde yf top- 
Ke 1 al 16 
ester! o has } dd and 
release 21 Ir i stage of 
editing e ll wre fea € and 
five westerns. 
Metro Has 36 Ready 
Metro has completed 36 features 


for the seven groups of pictures re- 
leased or ready for release. Para- 
mount has finished 26, four in 
work and another four ready to roll. 
The Pine-Thomas_ unit, with six 


\ 
ne 
Nas 


| scheduled, has four more to go, while 


Harry Sherman, with six Hopalong 
Cassidys and three specials, has 
one Hoppy and one _ special to 
make. RKO has 14 completed pic- 
tures ready for packaging under the 
consent decree. 

Republic promised 30 features with 
6 finished, two Gene Autry spe- 
of which one is completed; 
0 westerns with 19 completed; and 


Studio 


— 


yne 


47) 


four serials, all done but 
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urrent Films Reduced to 16 MM. 
For Ist Time By Majors for Free 





Let Me Have Him 


Hollywood, Feb. 24. 
Cinema set, along with the 
rest of the country, will be told 
how to play gin rummy in a 





series of instructions by Ely 
Culberton to run in the Hearst 
dailies. 

Anytime brother Culbertson 


thinks ke can dish up anything 
the lads at Hillcrest and Lake- 
side clubs don’t already know 
he can build up a sizable for- 
tune. And he'd better not 
choose any of the town’s sharps, 
or does he mind losing a few 
shirts? 


MILITARY PIX 
GET BRUSHOFF 
IF MEDIOCRE 








Picture 
Washington for endorsement of films 


company reps 


by military and political bigwigs in 





recent weeks found rough going be- 
of product 
B-minus 


war 


cause quality of pre- 


sented. Screening of pic- 


tures, with 


were given hasty brushoff by mili- 


some sequences, 
tary experts. 

Film reps are beginning to get the 
idea that it’s useless and damaging 


|rate product up for endorsement by 
| discriminating though limited official 
audiences, 


When product is interesting, film 
companies have found military au- 
| thorities invariably . pleasant and 


Use By U.S. Army in Combat Areas 


Reducing current feature pictures 
and shorts to 16mm. for the first 
time, major film companies on behalf 
of the motion picture industry last 
week presented the U. S. War De- 
partment with the first 80 motion 
picture programs for showing to 
American soldiers in combat areas. 
Some of the films, such as ‘Sullivan’s 
Travels,’ ‘Hellzapoppin,’ ‘Son of 
Fury,’ ‘H. M. Pulham, Esq.’ are not 
yet in general release. 

Gift pictures, to be shown exclu- 
sively to relatively small groups, 
will be free of admission charge. 
General F. H. Osborn, chief of the 
Special Services Branch, who met 
representatives of the 11 distributing 
companies at the offices of the in- 
dustry’s War Activities Committee 
for the formal presentation last 
Wednesday (18), declared that the 
industry’s action would make it pos- 
sible to provide current picture en- 
tertainment in combat areas at least 
60 days earlier than would have been 
possible if a special appropriation 
had been required to pay for them. 

4 Prints of 20 Pix 

First product gift consists of four 
prints of each 20 pictures. In ac- 
cepting them, Gen. Osborn com- 
mented that this was the ‘latest evi- 





flocking to | 


to company prestige to bring second | 


| willing to put weight of Government | 
now more than 400 army theatres 


approval behind films. Unfavorable 


comment has become frequent in 
i these sourc howevel about tur- 
keys they're invited to see with blunt 
criticism openly given in a couple 


of instances lately 


an 


‘Special Hays Office 
| Meeting May Focus 
On Production Code 


Prospect of a 
Hays office director in 


days loomed this 


pecial meeting of 
the next 10 


week although ac- 


tual date of the on ha not been 
decided Date likely will be dete 
mined on wh¢ tne lirectorate in 
ec € , € l e ) 

Not reveals , wha )] 
the ena ot ti eciai Sé yr 
whicl ould be ahead of the re lal 

eeting of the Motion P Pro 
1uc¢ & Di A I ite I 
Ma I u oa it he Pro 
auc ie & eT ( n fo qd 


Pic Set Kibitzers Get 
Army Marching Orders 


Hollywood, Feb. 

War Department has clamped the 
lid on kibitzers who infest studio 
where military training films 
are being made. Order was received 
by Lieut. Col. Darryl F. Zanuck, 
local representative o the 
Signa] Officer. 

In addition to barring all visitors, 
requires that every- 
uch pictures must 
American 


24. 
sets 


heinc 


working on 
certify h 


one 
be able to 


i citizenship 


dence of the industry’s fine coopera- 
| tion in the war effort.’ 

Industry leaders present for the 
conference were Jack Cohn and Abe 
| Montague, Columbia; Barney Bala- 
ban, Paramount; O. Henry Briggs, 
Producers Releasing Corp.: Andy 
Smith, RKO; Seymour Borus. Re- 
public; W. C. Michel, 20th-Fox: Carl 


| Leserman, United Artists: Nate 
| Blumberg and John J. O'Connor; 
| Universal, and Joseph H. Hazen, 
| Warners. Francis S. Harmon, ex- 


ecutive vice-chairman of the WAC, 
| Was spokesman for the group. 


Showings of the 16mm. films 
abroad are to be under an over- 
seas unit of the Special Services 
Branch as distinct from the U. S. 


Army Motion Picture Service. Lat- 
ter is to expand its cooperative serv- 


ice in army camps in the U. S 
Gen. Osborn stated that there are 


with standard projection equipment 
in operation and that more than 600 
theatres would be in operation with- 
in a few months to meet needs of 
increased forces in training. He also 
made it clear that the Special Serv- 
ices Branch does not expect the in- 


| dustry to make its theatrical films 
available for non-theatrical show- 
ings to soldiers in the U. S. Harmon 
also stressed fact that no 16mm 
prints would be available for such 
use in the continental U. S 

List of 16 mm. films to be shown 


jin combat 


| 


| 
i 
| 
| 
} 


Chief | 
ito resume 


‘Babes on 
Eager,’ ‘Hellza- 


includes 
‘Johnny 


areas 
Broadway,’ 


poppin,’ ‘The Bugle Sounds,’ ‘Mr. & 
Mrs. North,’ ‘Son of Fury,’ ‘Lady for 
a Night,’ ‘Ball of Fire,” ‘Man Who 


Came to Dinner,’ ‘Sullivan’s Travels,’ 
‘Fleet’s In’ and ‘Lady Is Willing.’ 


H’weod to Mark Spots 
Where Pic Biz Bloomed 


Hollywood, Feb. 24 
markers 
the founding of the motion 
picture industry are being set up 
by the Hollywood Chamber of Com- 
merce in conjunction with the 30th 
anniversary of Paramount and Cecil 
B. DeMille. 

Prominent among the historic spots 
is the site of a barn where DeMille 
filmed ‘The Squaw Man,’ first 
feature-length picture, in 1913. 


Permanent for historic 


Spots in 


Gable Resumes 


Hollywood, Feb. 24 
checked in at Metro 
on ‘Somewhere I'll Find 
You,’ which has been suspended 
since Carole Lombard’s death. 
Studio is changing the title be- 
cause it is suggestive of Gable’s be- 


Clark Gable 


j}reavement 
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Big 5 Likely to Continue Under 
Consent Decree, Thus Sidestepping 
Divorcement: Arbitration Clause OK 








—— + 
! 

While the United Motion Picture | M (C S ‘Wit h 
Industry setup is striving for a sales | C rea crams I C 
plan as substitute for the consent de- ae 
cree as well as expanded arbitra- Hollywood, Feb. 24. 
tion. it is regarded as_ highly Joel McCrea caused the postpone- 
dubious in the trade that the dis- | ment of ‘I Married a Witch’ at Para- 
tributors will seek to take advantage |mount by turning down the co- 
of the escape clause under the de- lstarring role with Veronica Lake 
cree as result of the past week's /after first approving the script. 


is delaved until the studio 


male lead. 


Shooting 
new 


developments and admission by the 
Department of Justice that it can- 


signs a 


not brine United Artists, Columbia | Rene Clair is director and Preston 

and Universal to trial on all is- | Sturges asscciate producer. McCrea 

sues of the anti-trust suit against |is under contract to make two pic- 

them. tues for Paramount this year. Other 
One reason for this likely attitude | OMe On the list is ‘Triumph Over 

on the part of the distribs, leaving | *®!"- oe: 

any possible modifications to the| = # —~— —— 

UMPI and the D. of J., is that the 


Jam Handy Closing 
H’wood Offices Due 
To Loss of Auto Biz 


° 
Hollywood, Feb. 24. 

Jam Handy organization, one of 
cree, if the Government fails to bring | the largest producers of advertising 
in Col, UA and U by June 1, now/and commercial films in the coun- 
admittedly impossible, the Big Five | try, with headquarters in Detroit, is 
are relieved of the necessity of sell- closing its Hollywood contact of- 
ing in blocks-of-five and of trade- | fice, managed by Walter Bieling, as 
screenings, though subject for a to-|a result of a constriction of the 
tal of three years to other features | automobile business under war or- 
of the armistice, including arbitra- | ders. Handy company had built up 
tion. an extensive trade based on the pro- 

There is a possibility that the U.S | duction and distribution of 35 mm, 
will seek an extension from the June | 16 mm and slidefilm subjects, most 
1 date on certain grounds, but since | of which dealt with various divisions 
that date under the escape clause lof General Motors. Cancellation of 
became a part of the consent decree, | the GM account is reported to have 


>» | 
| 


it’s a question whether the Federal | wiped out around 80% of the Handy 


so-called Big Five in no event will 
want to lay themselves open to the- 
atre divorcement action after ‘three | 
years of the decree. The companies 
signatory to the c.d., all of them 
controlling theatre chains, are 
Loew’s, RKO, Paramount, Warner 
Bros. and 20th-Fox. 

Under the provisions of the de- 














court, having jurisdiction, would | business. , 
grant such a request, regardless of Meanwhile the organization is be- 
e " . ° —_ sothar , , trac 
the attitude of the distribs. ing kept together by contracts to 

it out a portion of Government 
Meantime, the UMPI movement ponte Mar os aro tea Sa aa 
for a new sales plan and greater ar- | films. Handy's dev neal a ree 
; rcial pictures is easily adapt: 
bitrational scope, including in all bergen i tu 7 Sars oa pr 
: ; > rernment’s cz aig 
probability the practice of overbuy- | *° the Governments cami n 
ing, goes forward and may be the | public instruction during war time 
5: & i. A < c shia 
way out of certain features of the | 


decree without putting the distribs | 
in a spot with the D. of J. for the HUB TEST BLACKOUT 
future. 

UMPI’s exhibitor committee which | 
conferred with Thurman Arnold, | 
assistant attorney general in charge | 
of anti-trust matters, and Robert L. | 
Wright, spetial assistant to the at- 
torney general, are reported to have : 
been told that both would be willing | ian cetense Viewpoint, 
te consider a suitable sales plan if ilm grosses about 29% 
one was worked out. Neither Arnold | &Stimates of local managers. 


Boston, Feb. 24. 
First blackout here, last Tuesday (17) 
| night was a success from the civil- 
and it 


Black- 


T : ) asted only 20 minutes (10-10:20), 
nor Wright are said to have been pork only 20 - I —- ae 
nif ; | ¢ ras i yunced in advance. Pa- 
specific as what type of plan they | 2" ier prose - y aan Slowed to 
i¢ : 4 i 2atres were not allo 
might be receptive to. As result, | "OMS of theatres w , + and 
whil . : |leave during the air alarm test, anc 
the exhib group of nine members Sate py oe 
rj , no trouble was reported in the down- 
will meet tomorrow (Wed.) with a P 
; eofesd : town sector 
view ( S >tti o »f it selli ao . 
: tage : a — oO = a : M “~ On the streets there were more 
lan for si iss ‘ : : eee 
eee ht omission to rnold anc | wardens and auxiliary police than 
io ‘ 
ere |gawkers, most people staying at 


Quarterly Selling? 
Understood that of 
made in Washington by’ the exhib 
committee of the UMPI, with respect 
to modified selling, one prorosal is | ° 
; ’ : Se : > a) ( ‘ . 

the saie of pictures on a quarterly | RC All-Out For Corio; 


basis. This plan would entail the | 


ing the blackout. 


= . & ° |» T 
tradeshowing of five pictures that | 7-Day Shooting Sked Now 


were ready with an additional five | 


NICKS PIX BIZ 257, 


cut into | 
. according to | 


| home or coming into the theatres 
suggestions | early enough to catch the shows dur- 


‘Leather Kid’ Remake 
To Star John Garfield 


Hollywood, Feb. 24. 
Pugilistic role in “The Patent 
Kid,’ has been inherited by 
Richard Bar- 
the original 


— 


zeatine! 
Garfield from 
thelmess, who played 
unspoken role. 

| New version of the Rupert Hughes 
| yarn is in the writing mill at War- 





| John 


ners, with Wally Kline scripting 
under production supervision of Wal- 
| ter MacEwen. 


PLAN SET UP 
TO EXPEDITE 
PIX EXPORTS 


Following his conference with U.S. 
officials in Washington this week, 
Carl Milliken, foreign manager of the 
Motion Picture Producers & Distrib- 
Assn., is hopeful that details 
can be perfected for complete ex- 
pediting of films, destined for the 
| foreign market, through U.S. customs 
under the Trading-With-Enemy stat- 
ute now being enforced. Milliken 
outlined the progress made thus far, 
following his trip to Washington iast 
week, in a confab with film company 
foreign managers last Thursday (19). 

While not definitely set, sugges- 
tions made thus far call for the oper- 
ation of two small committees, repre- 
senting some eight different govern- 
ment agencies, one in New York one 
in Los Angeles. Each would consist 
|o* only three or four members, and 
'each would follow a screen produc- 
tion from script to completed entity. 
This arrangement would lighten the 
work for U.S. Customs service in in- 





utors 





specting every film to leave the U.S.| burgh to his home in Washington, 


=———p 


Mpls. Indie Wont Tilt His Prices 
Til Giveawa: 


ys Are Eliminated 





No Escape From Tarzan 





Hollywood, Feb. 24. 
Maureen O’Syllivan signed a two- 
picture deal with Sol Lesser, one of 
them opposite Johnny Weissmuller 
in a Tarzan adventure, still untitled. 


Actress recently obtained. her release 
from Metro where she played in a 
number of jungle pictures with 
Weissmuller. 

Releasing deal for the next Tar- 
zan yarn has not been set. Mean- 
while Lesser is preparing ‘Strange 
Victory,’ a non-jungle feature, which 
he owes United Artists under an old 
agreement. 





Angott, Boxing Champ, 
Absolved In 8G Theatre 
Holdup; Two In Custody 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 24. 


Police made short work of WB 
Stanley theatre holdup here, in 
which two masked men bound and 
gagged manager Charlie Eagle and 
got away with weekend receipts of 
nearly $8,000, when less than 36 
hours after the robbery last Monday 
morning (16) Vincent De Lucia and 
Freddie Bucknell were taken into 
custody in Akron, O. For a time, 
Sammy Angott, lightweight boxing 
champion of the world, was also in- 








volved when it was learned that An- 
gott had driven the men from Pitts- 


vv 





Minneapolis, Feb. 24. 

Until opposition houses in his dig. 
trict eliminate giveaway ‘rackets’ 
.Fred Holzapfel, owner of the Broad. 
way, indie nabe here, has an. 
nounced he'll not follow other 
Minneapolis exhibitors with an ad. 
mission price boost. 

He’s the sole holdout, but he 
points out that there are nearby 
theatres that have some sort of give. 
away as often as five nights a week, 
The opposition giveaways include 
cash running as high .s $1,500, fur 
coats and 10c defense stamps to 
every woman patron, and he de. 
mands that they all be eliminated. 

Following its action in raising ad- 
missions from 2c to 6c in its Minne. 
apolis and St. Paul theatres and 
affiliated houses, the Minnesota 
Amus. Co, (Paramount circuit) also 
has boosted the scale similarly in 
nearly all the situations throughout 
the chain. The only exceptions are 
in South Dakota, where no changes 
are contemplated for the present, 
and one house in Fargo, N. D, 
where the night admission was 
lowered fron 45 to 40c to be more 
in line with other scales in similar 
spots. 

The slignt raises level off admis- 
sion prices to an even figure, elimi- 
nating odd pennies, in practically 
all cases. There has not been any 
adverse public reaction to the tilts 
in the Twin Cities and patronage 
continues on the increase, according 
t. John J. Friedl, company presi- 
dent. 


Philly’s Price-Tilt Confab 
Philadelphia, Feb. 24, 
Indie exhibs have been invited to 





| Law also applies to imports, but 2| pa. only a short time after the stick- 


| negligible number presently are be- 
ing shipped into this country. 
Principal government bodies which 
| will be represented by such commit- 
| tees include the U.S. Army, Navy, 
| Treasury Department, Committee on 
| Inter-American Affairs and the State 
Department. Customs inspectors will 
|look at completed versions to see 
that interests of these departments 
are fairly treated in screen vehicles, 
the two committees merely speeding 
the process and making eliminations 
in advance. @In this way, the film 
business and all involved hope to 
keep scissoring by the customs down 
to a minimum, thereby saving time 
and money for the producers. 
| In the operation of such commit- 
| tees, the working formula now being 
sought would include cooperation by 
| the industry’s Production Code Ad- 
ministration, the Motion Picture Pro- 
iducers production committee, and the 
| Inter-American Affairs representa- 
} tive on the PCA setup at the Coast. 
Thus, the committees would watch 
| the PCA approved script, the shoot- 
ing and final version of all screen 
productions. 








Studio Contracts 





Hollywood, Feb. 24. 

Violet Church’s player 
lifted by 20th-F ox. 

Jerry Hilliard signed by Sam Cos- 


option 


| Despite reviews of ‘Swamp) low to; sar a series of S . 
oe mend. denendinn ier : Spit ; ae w to appear in a series of Soundies. 
m e, depending on what a quar |Woman’ of which the zero stars Johnston, singing guitarist, signed 
ter’s product amounted to, being sold | ,...4,- by the New York News|, » $1Ns arist, Sig 
g handed out by the New ork NEWS! by Paramount 
(Continued on page 47) was typical,. Ann Corio film is find-| ~ 


fing such b.o. 

Releasing Corp. is about to 
And going all 
financially on this one 


i'the shooting 


success 


IBEW In Drive To 


| other they’re 


ture. 
. ° | Second film, ‘Jungle Siren,’ will 
Working In Pictures find Miss Corio teamed with Bus- 
he |ter Crabbe. Stripeuse, from salary 


and percentage on ‘S 


| will net better than 
jing to present indications. 
| 


Hollywood, Feb. 24. 


International Brotherhood of Elec- 
trical’ Workers opened a campaign 


to take jurisdiction over al! motion | old 


burley contract in 


electricity. Included in the drive 
for control are lamp operators, fix- 
turemen, sOundmen and special ef- 
fects, now clairned by the Interna- 
tional Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employees. 

Currently the IBEW handles all | 
electrical construction and main- 
tenance work. Gene Gaillac, IBEW 


|lywood for ‘Jungle Siren.’ 
’ 





Vaude a la Cinema 
Hollywood, Feb. 24. 


Metro production slate while Mickey 
Rooney plays in 


international representative, and/ picture and Judy Garland takes the | 
George (Curly) Davis, former lead- | lead in ‘The Big Time,’ a tale of 
er in Technicians Local 37. have | vaudeville in wartime. 

estrblished quarters in Hollywood; Pair will be brought together 
and sent out a general letter to film | later as co-stars in ‘Craz Other- 
workers, offering inducements to|wise George Murphy goes into the | 


break away from IATSE. | Rooney role opposite Miss Garland 


that Producers 
hoot an- 
out 
extending 
schedule to seven days 


Take In All Juicers trom the six allotted to the first pic-| 


wamp Woman,’ 
$25,000, accord - | 


She’s now doing two weeks on an 
Toledo and 


° ° ° 2V rs 7 ; i j 
picture trades involving the use of | Cleveland and then goes to Miami 
for a rest before proceeding to Hol- 


‘Girl Crazy’ gets a setback on the | 


a ‘Hardy Family’ | 


Virginia Maples’ acting 
picked up by 20th-Fox. 


Devery Freeman inked scripting 
contract at Metro. 

Mildred Gaye’s acting pact re-| 
newed by 20th-Fox. 

Gordon Kahn drew new writing 


| ticket at Metro. 
Rita Quigley’s 
up [ 

Grace McDonald, Peggy Ryan, 
Donald O’Connor, Bobby Sheerer 
}and Tagalong Levine, all of whom 
appeared in the cast of ‘What’s Cook- 


player option picked 


y Paramount 


|in’,” were handed player contracts 
| by Universal. 
Johnny Mercer’s option as com- 


poser-writer picked 
mount. 

Ray McDonald drew player ticket 
at Metro. 

Claire James’ stock player contract 
renewed by 20th-Fox. 

Turhan Bey handed acting pact by 
Universal. 

Judy Clark’s player option picked 
up by Republic. 

Edna Mae Jones’ option lifted by 
20th-Fox. 

Anne Jeffreys, 
Republic. 

Harry Langdon 


chorte 


up by Para- 


singer, signed by 


signed for three 


« . a+ *hnliwmbhic 
) a V@ar a Columbia. 


option | 


up, but the fighter was released after 
| questioning when he proved that he 
was just an ‘innocent bystander.’ 
According to Angott, he met De 
| Lucia and Bucknell while he was in 


New York training for his recent | 
|fight with Lew Jenkins and _ last 
| Monday morning they called him 


| from Pittsburgh and said they ‘want- 
ed to see him bad.’ So he drove in 
with his small daughter, picked up 
the men at their hotel here and took 
them to Washington in his car. An- 
gott said they forced $75 on him for 


the ‘favor, but that he sent it back 
to them at an Akron hotel address | 
they had given him after leaving | 


Washington, where they had dinner 
at the Angott home The fighter 
proved to the satisfaction of the au- 
thorities that he knew nothing of the 
holdup and was released after being 
questioned several hours 

DeLucia and Bucknell were ar- 
rested in Akron on the complaint of 
a girl there, who reported they had 
accosted her in a hotel. Search of 
their room and luggage resulted in 
the discovery of around $3,500 of the 
holdup money, in addition to a re- 
volver. Brought to Pittsburgh, De- 
Lucia, of New York, confessed to the 
robbery but Bucknell, an Akron 
gambler, said he did not take part 
in the holdup although he knew of | 
the plans. Police are seeking two 
other men said to have been in- 
volved. 

The day detectives pieced together | 
the story, the men who staged the | 
actual robbery had a getaway car | 
| Planted nearby the Stanley but the 
| driver of the auto was believed to | 
have gotten cold feet at the last | 
minute and scrammed. So the rob- | 
bers made for their hotel room im- 
mediately, phoned Angott in Wash- | 
ington, which is only 30 miles away, 
|and stayed there until he arriyed to | 
out of town Angott’s 
that he didn’t know any- 
thing about the robbery was corrob- 
orated by DeLucia, who said. ‘Sam- 
my was just an innocent dupe.’ 





get them 
statement 





NO 10-HOUR SHIFTS 
FOR FILM STUDIOS 


Hollywood, Feb. 24. 

Picture studios will not be forced 
into 10-hour shifts by the Govern- 
ment, according to Frank McSherry, 
of the War Production Board, who 
stated in a wire that the labor divi- 
sion policy is to permit bargaining 
agreements to govern working hours 
in war production plants. 

Report has been circulating that | 
the six-hour shift would be out for | 
j= duration of the preparedness 
program. | 











a meeting today (Tues), called by 
the Allied Independent Treatre 
Owners of Eastern Pennsylvania, to 
discuss raising admission prices and 
the hiking of film rentals. 

It was reported that the org would 
also discuss a possible plan of form- 


|ing a booking combine to get more 


favorable deals with distribs. Sidney 
E.Samuelson, business manager of 
Allied, will preside. 


HOLLYWOOD VEERING TO 
WHODUNITS ONCE MORE 


Mystery yarns, periodical favorites 
of Hollywood, again seem to be on 
the upswing. 20th-Fox bought one 
last week and two others, not yet 
published, are being considered by a 
number of studios. Getting top in- 
terest is ‘Five-Alarm Funeral,’ by 
Stewart Sterling, concerning mufe- 
der by a pyvromaniac. Price being 
asked is $7,500. 

The other whodunit is “The Fallen 
Sparrow,’ by Dorothy B. Hughes. It 
is to be published first in American 
Magazine and then as a book. Fox's 





buy last week was ‘Footsteps Bee 
hind Her,’ by Mitchell Wilson, Lib- 
erty mag serial. 


Other Story Buys 
Hollywood, Feb. 24. 
Columbia bought ‘You Only Die 
Once.’ by Herbert Dalmas and Mal- 
vin Wald. 
Joseph McDonough acquired rights 


| to ‘Singapore,’ now being written 
by Wilfred Claire, British novelist. 
Columbia purchased ‘Knights 


Without Armor,’ by Jay Dratler and 

Gina Kaus. 
Horace McCoy 

heim sold ‘Pieces of Silve1 


Fox 


and Jerry Sack- 
’ to 20th- 


i 


48 Pounding at Col. 


Hollywood, Feb 24. 

High mark for the season in the 
literary tide at Columbia is regis- 
tered this week with 48 scriveners 
working on 36 yarns. 

Added to the staff are seven 
new scripters, Michael Blankfort, 
P. J. Wolfson, Andor DeSoos, John 
Karka, Bernie Giler, Melvin Wald 
and Herbert Dalmus. 





Lana’s ‘Private Affair’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 24. 

‘Marriage Is a Private Affair’ is 
the next starrer for Lana Turner, 
slated for early spring with Pandro 
Berman producing. 

Ring Lardner, Jr., and 
Kanin are doing the screen 
from a novel by Judith Kelly. 


Michael 
play 
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THEATRES AND PRIORITIES 


Par Continues to Sell Away From 
Skouras and Century Circuits 


In N. Y. as With First 2 Blocks 


,% 
Ww 





BO. Effects of New War Time, Auto 
Tire Saving, Etc. Still Being Studied 


+ 





It will take some time to accurately 
determine the effect of new war time 
on theatre business, but operators 
are of the opinion that rationing of 
ears and tires is hurting and will be 


Er-Kay, Use It 





Hollywood, Feb. 24. 
Deal between 20th-Fox and the 


rogressively felt as the war! Brooklyn Dodgers gave the studio 
engthens. permission to use the name of 
The holiday Monday (23), when the baseball team in the film 


Washington's birthday was officially 
eelebrated, is pointed to as an in- 
stance of how people are pampering 
their atitos, with fewer out-of-town 
tags noted in New York than on 
other ocsasions. Additionally, while 
gtreets were jammed with people, 
in the downtown Times Square area 
ears were very much a scarcity. 


A check on parking lots also would 
indicate that cars are getting their 
exercise on weekénds but being 
rested much of the balance of the 
week, As result of the parking crush 
on Saturdays-Sundays, owners of 
N.Y. lots are declared to be taking 
advantage of the situation and are 
gharging up to as much as $1.50 on 
those days when the cars come out 
of their garages. 

It’s a question just how the saving 
of autos and times will affect the- 
etres and where. Anti-parking laws 
guch as in existence in N.Y. are a 
drawback, particularly in  nabes 
where people may come from dis- 
tances that are too much for the 
average walker. However, 
mabes and downtown areas, the sit- 
wation on cars may have the effect 
this summer of keeping more people 
away from the country or on joy 
rides with result they may go to| in comparison with other industries. 


their neighborhood theatres. 


comedy, ‘Them Lovely Bums.’ 

Top spots go to Lloyd Nolan, 
as manager of the ‘Bums,’ and 
Carol Landis as owner of the 
club. 


HWOOD STANCE 
ON WARTIME 
LABOR 


Hollywood, Feb. 24. 
Motion Picture Producers Associa- 
tion has adopted recommendations 
from the film industry coordinating 
committee for a survey of the labor 
Recommendations com- 





situation. 





looking, 
ithe industry embracing the analysis | 
of the labor situation in this industry | 


Out in the hinterland the shift of| labor problems presented by the/ forthcoming, but frills and furbelows 
business may be great one way or| war, establishment of a bureau to/ are out for the durati: Brighten- 
another since folks will not be so/inventory all facilities and equip-| ing up of properties will have to | 
quick to drive from villages to near- | ment of studios with view to accom- | await victory, as will expansions | 
by towns or cities to see shows. In| plishing war - time conservation; that are not necessary to the welfare 


their own hamlets the local theatres | through inter-studio consultation and 





| tre owners probably 
also in| prise the promulgation of a forward-} convince authorities of their need 
long range labor policy for; in order to get what they want. 


| 
| 


may be getting film as late as 90| assistance. 

days, with result people with cars| proposal includes meetings at least 
travel to towns where pictures are once a year, on the West Coast, of | 
newer. The towns that get film all company heads and production | 
ahead thus may stand to suffer loss| ..ecutives in order to study overall 


of suburban or other trade, while the 
logal village house improves its box 

offiee position by playing to more of mn 
the townfolk. Of course hoy tne resignation of 
whole situation will work out legislative 
ing here and possibly benefiting ; MCUS!TS 
somewhere else, is problematical at John G. 
this stage of the situation 


proposals of the industry. 
announced the 
Pettijohn 


report 
Charles C 
representative of 
and the appointment ot 
Bryson to succeed him. 


Committee's 


juiged ns" ats ienethen_ tvs. sumn-| Theatres Broadcast 
bi g in man el i 
ston 4 an offset economy - ca FDR Speech to Offset 
from home 


fear of being too far 
@ase of raids, less golf 
ete. Also probably few 
go fishing along coastlines for feat 
of subs or other dangers 


due to co 


Inroads on Their B.0. 


peop-e WI1ii 


Vast majority of theatre operators 
—- throughout the country displayed 
Coast Sees Nabes Benefiting smart showmanship in heading off 


large volume of stay-at-home trade 
waiting for President Roosevelt's 
speech Monday night (23) 

ing the radio address into 
theatre programs and halting shows 
the duration of the talk. Likely 
future Presidential addre 
ilso be relayed from screen loud 
offset radio com- 


Holiywood, Feb. 24 
Theatre men are viewing with b 
alarm and confidence disclosure by 


(Continued on page +8) 


a _ . for 


yth 


>sses 


that 


EXPECT N.Y. CENSORS’ 


peakel 


OK ON ‘BIRTH OF BABY’ |°*se or tne circuits, such a 


Loew's and RKO, 


the dailies to advertise 


in order to 


yace in 
regular 


devoted s} 
= . > that 
Albany, N. Y., Feb. 24 


programs would b nterrupted in 

The Board of Regents aaa 40 Pros: hag Poe executive's 

monthly meeting, passed back, for | eech. Roxy, N. Y., had copy read 

review, to Irwin Esmond, director Of | ing «why stay at home? Enjoy a 

the motion picture division, State great stage and screen show and 

Education Department, the new edi- | hear every word of the President's 
tion of ‘The Birth of a Baby.’ Eli m- talk from our stage.’ 


inations have been made in attempt 
to obtain a license for the oft- 
rejected picture. Some Capitol Hill 
Observers believe that eventually 
‘Baby’ may be okayed for exhibi 
tion in theatres throughout the state 
They base this opinion on prophecy 
partly on the fact the Regents, by a 
narrow margin 


In some of the Loew houses in the 
New York metropolitan area maps 
were flashed on the screen so that 
ithe talk could be followed more ef- 
fectively by audiences 


Maps on Screen 


, voted several months | San Francisco. Feb. 24. 


8g0 to give the green light to the Gate (Fox-West Coast) flashed 
John Steinbeck-Herbert Kline made- | world naps on the screen durir 
in-Mexico documentary, ‘The For- the President ’s radio address. Man- 


Sotten Village.’ 

Like ‘The Forgotten Village,’ 
Birth of a Baby’ is strongly enc 
by a number of leaders in the field 


agement of the Gate made a deal 
‘The with the San Francisco Chronicle for 
rrsed |3,000 map tearsheets for patrons. 
| Paramount made a similar deal with 


of health and social welfare. The the Call-Bulletin. 
Sequence to which the mpd. and Bus iness was excellent, helped by 
the Regents always objecte y th \cliday and 12,000 educators i 
that depicting the deliver y of a bab: ‘convent here. 


the | 


| 
| 





by splic-| 
regular | 


— 


BUT NO NEW BLOG. 


Preference Rating Consid- 
eration for Cinemas Is in 
Line with Recognition of 
Films’ Value for National 
Morale 








NO FURBELOWS 


Washington, Feb. 24. 
Preference rating order, under 
which theatres will get near the 


head of the list of enterprises re- 
quiring various kinds of raw mate- 
rials and finished goods, is in the 
making, but a virtual ban on new 
theatre construction will be occa- 
sioned by war shortages. 

Because of the necessity of pro- 
viding relaxation and the Federal 
Government feeling that pictures 
can be used effectively to convey 
information about the war program 
besides holding up morale, it is ex- 
pected exhibitors will be granted a 
fairly high standing in the line of 
people wanting to buy all sorts of 
goods to keep their enterprises run- 
ning. But from seats to steel, thea- 
will have to 


On the whole, existing houses | 
| probably will be put on a ‘replace- | 
ment and maintenance basis.’ This 
means that whatever 


of the population. 


J. LONG QUITS 
ODEON CHAIN 





Feb. 24. 


gned as presi- 


Vancouver, 
has resi 
of this city’s 


W. J. Long 
dent and manager 
est downtown Odeon circuit theatre 
the Vogue, which he built, as well as 
president of 17 out of the 21 Odeon 
theatres in British Columbia, a post 
which he assumed the Vogue 
was taken over by the N. L. Nathan- 
son chain. 

Resignati 


over 


new- 


when 


follow dissatisfaction 
relations with Odeon execu- 
tives and arrangements agreed upon 
which Long asserts were never car- 
ried out. Recently huddling with 
Haskell Masters, general manager of 


ns 


the Odeon chain, following disap- 
pointment the way things were 
working out so far as he was con- 
cerned, Long tates that e told 
M € tnat he yuld ) 
l the " 
He licate 
n e f fricti x t 
a geme! that ére t carrie 
The Vogue here as ) " 
nceir nd in Feb a yea 
iZzo s taker >t J 
a 10-year lease for inclusion in the 
British Columbia unit of the circuit 
as its key Vancouver house. Deal 


for the Vogue was closed by Paul 
Nathanson who heads the Odeon 
chain for his father, N. L. Nathan- 
son, and by Oscar Han who has 
since resigned fron O Jd on as an 
executive and share ol ier 

Long came to Var ver fro Ed- 
monton, Alta., in 1940 after many 
years of theatre-operating ex 
ence He has not indicated his fu- 


ture pl 


Col.’s Fort Knox 
Hollywood. Feb. 24. 


Columbia is diggin g 530 new under- 


ground film vaults on its ranch in 
San Fernando Valle 

Dugouts are dasaent as a protec- | 
t for the studio’s negatives 


+ 


IMINTENANCE YES 


is @ssential to | 
This would take into consideration| assure continued operation would be 














Keep ’Em Dated 


Hollywood, Feb. 24. 

Originated as a publicity stunt, 
“Love Insurance, Ltd.,’ has been 
registered as a film title by 
Metro. 

Idea is that a soldier in Cali- 
fornia, by the payment of two- 
bits per month, can date a Holly- 
wood glamor gal whenever the 
gal-he-left-behind goes straying 
with one of the non-military 
boys back home. 


UAS 15 BY END 
OF 1941-42: 19 
PIX IN °40-4] 








United Artists will release 15 fea- 
| tures this season, as compared with 
119 during 1940-4%. Nine will have 
|been delivered up to the end of this 
| week, while 13 had been sent into 
release by this time last year. How- 





| 


_—_ 


Selling its first two blocks of five 
pictures each away from the Skour: is 
and Century (A. H. Schwartz) cir- 
cuits in the Greater New York area 
and on Long Island, Paramount is 
farther apart than ever with these 
two important independent chains 
and, as a result, has started to 
offer its third and fourth groups to 
opposition operators. This would 
make it appear that the breach may 
be permanent. 

The break thus becomes the big- 
gest to actually occur under consent 
decree selling. In other cases threats 
to sell away have resulted in settle- 
ments. A total of 85 theatres are in- 
volved in the decision of Par to re- 
fuse to give Skouras and Century its 
1941-42 product on the terms which 
the two circuits demand. 

On deals supplemental to the first 
10 pictures sold away from Skouras 
and Century, Par is continuing to 
couple films in units of two and, in- 
stead of making accounts - take 
‘Louisiana Purchase’ separately is 
combining it with another picture, 
‘Glamour Boy.’ ‘Mr. Bug Goes to 
Town’ and ‘Sullivan’s Travels’ are 
also being coupled, as are ‘Bahama 
Passage’ and ‘Remarkable Andrew.’ 

Getting percentage deals from the 
indies to which neither Skouras nor 
Century would consent, Par closed 
virtually all accounts possible for it 
to sell on tite first and second blocks. 
Also, in numerous cases Par got 
quick dating and, in many instances 


| where houses committed themselves 


ever, in addition to the features, 

eight Hal Roach ‘streamliners’ are | 

being distributed this season. 
Edward Small will have ac- 


counted at least in part for six of 
UA’s 15 pictures, one of the highest 
| numbers in years to come from one 


to three or four 

shows up to a week. 
Reported that Skouras and Century 

have some kind of a buying agree- 


days, they held 


|producer. He will have made four | ment though they are not otherwise 
lof them and imported two from | hooked up,-and that both are in- 
|England, paid for with coin he has /| VOlved in pools with other operators 
blocked’ there. Loew’s is said to be involved in 
. ' Astoria, L.I., while in Jersey City 
we from the UA release chart, | : eRe AT" ng. 
ie og | Warner Bros. and Skouras have been 
as now stands in its final form, : . : P 
. ‘ | dividing the Par product in the pa 
is the product of a number of last] ., ; : . 
‘ Warners has taken the half to which 
year’s indies. Among the absentees ~e : ‘ 
, = ‘ | it is entitled under that arrangemé¢ 
are James Roosevelt, Samuel Gold- : 
| and with Skouras unwilling to buy 
| wyn, Loew-Lewin, Richard Rowland | - ie OT ee 
7 the other half Par is assertedly look- 
'and Sol Lesser Loew-Lewin and , ' ey 
| ' {ing into that angie now to determine 
Lesser will both be represented, hee ; : ; 
: . what hould be _ done Warners 
however, in next year’s lineup ori ‘ 1 ‘ | 
- : ‘ Y sy r lt of e pl r i 
mer is preparing Somerset Maug , , 
‘ . nr i q 
as Moon and Six Pence’ and Pat lor en I ! 
latter a series of Tarzan picture wi he Prudential circu é 
UA will have four English-mades } i; 38 house in Westcheste ind 
and a reissue (‘The Gold Rush’) | Long Island, but, with difficulties on 
among its 15 this season. Released } sy vor 1 out, a deal v ( l 
so far have been ‘Three Cockeyed | during e pa week. T e of 
Sailors’ (Small-UA) ‘Major Bar-| the more important of «¢ ¢ e 
bara’ (Pascal), ‘International Lady’ | cir t it lir ke ( n 
(Small), ‘Lydia’ (Korda), ‘New | stra tow! 
Wine’ (Sekely),¢ ‘Sundown’ (Wan- - 
ger-UA), ‘Corsican Brothers’ | 07 
(Small), ‘Shanghai Gesture’ (Press- MICH STALLS ITS 3 
burger) and ‘Gentieman After Dark’ ” 0 
yo | JAX PENDING RULING 
Coming up are ‘To Be or Not to | 
Be’ (Korda-UA), ‘Mr. V’ (Small 
UA), ‘Jungle Book’ (Korda), ‘Gold etroit. F ) 
t ¢ S 
Rush’ (Chaplin) ‘Twit Beds’ , 
Small) anc Ships Wit Ww 
E 
‘ ? ) ‘ ‘ 
, 
D. M. Major Fatally Shot before the State Tax B 
] N te 
evenus ; 
~ I r 24 } le nrece ; P 
D y 7 ‘ ‘ yf lust ‘ e ¢t 7 
M } VI A f I of the regular ale tax, a! l] 
10t to € nin at ey n the reat; be made by the board p! 4 
f on ap nent in Paris where he| within two weeks, which will be ap- 
ived with his family A discharged pli cable to the enti re film industry in 
shotgun was nearby. Major is re- | Michigan. 
po! ed to “have been ailing The action for coliection was 
He was wel] known in Northeast- | started against Allied Film Ex- 
ern M )! motion picture circles.| changes, as a test case, but most 
companies joined in the battle which 
} . 
;now will result in a blanket ruling. 
| 
Pa. ae ‘Gesture’ 
D} Feb. 24 Sh d - Thro h E t 
r sIphia [ t 
, “‘ve| Snadowed Through Egyp 
T € Al Sha gna Ge ire 
last week final] eceived the okay | 
| ay 4 . ; ~ P 
lof the Pennsylvania Board of mo | Holiywood, Feb. 24 
tion Picture Censors It has been } Next starrer for Jeanette MacDon- 
ltentatively booked into Warners’! ald at Metro will be ‘Shadow of a 
Stanley to open in about two weeks. | Lady,’ based on story by Ladislas 
‘Gesture’ was held up because the | Fodor. 
ganderers found a couple of scenes; Tale is about a Hollywood song- 
were ‘objectionable’ under the terms | stress visiting Egypt and getting into 
lof the State motion picture code. | complications, not too serious. 
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out benefit of marquee cast names 
it grooves as solid action for sup- 
porting spots in the duals generally, 
with the London authorship tag pro- 
viding magnet to catch extra coin in 
support bookings. 

After realistically presenting Mar- 
tin Eden’s adventures as a sailor 
aboard a typical hellship where ex- 
treme conditions prevail under a 
brutal captain, story swings into his 
lone efforts to get publication of his 
diary of the voyage in order to expose 
the intolerable conditions existing 
aboard the cargo ship--and thus free 
his pal, Stuart Erwin, convicted of 
toutiny on the voyage. Encouraged 
in his writings by a kindly author of 
note, Eden is frustrated and dis- 
fllusioned until eventual success 
comes with sudden. acceptance of his 





Private Snuffy Smith 


Monogram release of Edward Gross pro- 
duction. Directed by [Edward @ilne; assist- 
ant director, Cris Beute. Camera, Marcel 


Le Picard: edits r, Robert Crandall: adapted 
from comic strip by Billy De Beck. Pre- 
viewed in projection room, N. Y., Feb. 20, 


42. Running time, 67 MINS, 

Snuffy Smith Trver: e .Bud Duncan 
Sergeant Cooper........... Edgar Kennedy 
RuWEMEG ss 6.6 kee ers coe erseoesee Sarah Padden 
Co er eee Doris Linden 
Janie..... evcccccccccce.++...Andria Palmer 
General. ....cccocesess-J. Farrel MacDonald 
eT Tey er are ae Pat MeVeigh 
BAU). sccccccevedccsccccocesecs Frank Austin 
PMs edhe rece eeeed te eescrs neces Jimmie Dodd 


‘ Billy De Beck’s cartoon-strip char- 





the plot has basic appeal in any lan- 
guage. 

Film’s title derives from character 
name, Sable Cicada, symbolizing a 
Chinese saying that the humble in- 
sect is fated to rise above its humble 
station. 

One song and. one dance routine 
are featured, both interesting. Set- 
tings are classically elaborate, as are 
costumes. Performers are inclined 
toward traditional stylized acting but 
several turn in jobs which are okay 
by Occidental standards as well. 
Flick is well made for a Chinese pro- 
duction and played to SRO here. 

Screened here with two sets of 
titles. Due to fact its spoken in Man- 
darin, titles in the locally-spoken 
Cantonese dialect were flashed on an 





acter, ‘Snuffy Smith,’ has been given 


a screen transition that’s slated for} English titles on the print. 


auxiliary screen, supplementing the 
Wern, 








nile consumption and mighty corny 
even for the kiddies. Threadbare 
idea of putting on a youngster’s stage 
show has been used before in this 
series with far better results. This 
time, it’s songs and tap dancing, with 
the first two minutes of such thes- 
pian antics boring enough (about 8 
mins. of film given over to this su- 
pine material). Same Our Gang 
‘stars’ per usual. This indicates the 
distributor maybe is tiring of these 
subjects. A couple of more like this 
and Our Gang films will be a thing 
of the past. 

‘Colorful North Carolina’ (Fitz- 
patrick Traveltalk; 9 mins.)—Tour of 
North Carolina taking in Asheville, 
Chimney rock, the Biltmore Estate 
with its annual festival of the rho- 
dodendrons, Dry Falls, and _ the 
Cherokee Indians. Fairly colorful, 
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W ? ’ novel—and freedom of Erwin at a R > 
HAT S COOKIN re-trial. Infertwined is a love tri: | Inia re eviews + = » | 
y > , ‘de falling for atten- oe 
(MUSICAL) oe. pee gel gee ae Rapin ? is ee sy ew 0 S 
Los Angeles, Feb. 13, tions OF the ricn g1rl, eet Pipe —— . a0 7 - + 
Universal release of Ken Goldsmith pro-|ing with reunion to the girl who ‘What's Cookin’? (U) (Mu + 
@uction. Features the Andrew Sisters, Jane | stuck by him through the battle. sical. Woody Herman band and ++ oooe +++ 
Frazee, Robert Paige, Gloria Jean, Leo Car- + ea i ve; miidonce j r eure Gietare -oduce stron - 
rillo, Charles Butterworth, Billie Burke, the| _ Under production guidance of =) Andrews Sisters prodt g METRO particularly the closeups of numer. 
Jivin’ Jack and Jills and Woody Herman] P, Schulberg, W. L. River deliverec dual supporter. : ie: | Cus flowers. Passable topic if cou led 
a ae, ewes 5. Coe la compact script that effectively ‘Adventures of Martin Eden’ ‘Flag of Mercy’ (Passing Parade; with a lively dramatic or comed 
a mplay. avers A ow dik » * Ranaeies B anay pointed up the pecs yo os . pon j Col) Good dual actior support 10 mins. )}—John Nesbitt remake short Wear y 
Ts adapted 2 awo bre ’ 7s} . are ‘Ovi . > Six ney | . “ ; : ° . 
ey a mae pha oun e1 M Ie ange Ash: ee a tae tart lt. seme in all spots. about Clara Barton, schoolteacher 
editor rthur ilton: dance director, James we as ss : ‘> « f . - . E 
Mattison; assistant director, Seward Webb: | at a consistent gait. Action moves | ‘Shut My Big Mouth’ (Col). who founded the Red Cross. Not UNIVERSAL 
—: ee ee Bs igtbend Mega Sa! | through the hellship oe afloat; | Good Joe E. Brown comedy greatly different from original, ex- ‘Tune Time’ (Personality, Name. 
Herman's band arrangements, Lowell Mar-|@ dingy attic room, lof wi ich were | aimed for the family and jU- | cepting that present-day battlefront ae Se ve Pig: an Gate 
tin and James Noble Previewed at RKO} magnates Mansion, al) o id ws | wvenile trade ;. | ber an ona Ovis and the 
. °40 > | . « 7. To aw > © « es- ’ ‘ : 
Hillstreet, Los Angeles, Feb. 12, ‘42. Run- | neatly contrived. Caster Cece’ (ten). Becca scenes have been added and Nes Kings Men make this musical two. 
P + gpa ' —— | Glenn Ford turns in a fine per-| in series of ‘Mr. District Attor bitt’s narration brought up to date. | .oejer jell. Novis’ singing of ‘White 
atty | = pom serie i ° is é = ~ i . aad ~ Re Ti r 7 
Maxene ot The Andrews Sisters formance as the crusading salior- } ney’ whodunite. eclid dual sup- But far more timely today, represent- Cliffs of Dover is slightly terrific, 
4 . atehing { 4iny rith ; ig- . Wri bis, SOL « : : . a : 7 . : : ‘ hoe 
hah lane Frasee | Suthor, catching attention with 8 vig: | ing most effective plea for Red Cross | Also does a trim job with ‘Drin’: to 
SEMA ces +s beds ane — | orous portrayal. Contrast of the two port. A cs ‘ef ne 2 a na Me, despite too much harmony from 
i aah hada wiser telechaatali “Gloria Jean | girls—one from the drawing room | ‘Private Snuffy Smith’ (Mono). (conclusion is brie — = s ned the Kings Men. This quartet is bri]. 
ma . Coe see Cee@seceverees . HOTA fea { S : a " > . oO > ror y A r $ -* ° . . o. - ’ 
| Marv: ; ts ee ..Leo Carrillo | and the other from the other side of; ediocre comedy based on Billy this: a. py ee lignt singing ‘Little Liza Jane.’ Gar. 
{ J. P. Courtney....... Charles Butterworth the tracks 's strong ly _pre S€ nted by | De Beck’s cartoon character. crisis). eee cas bag Pawn nomen ber’s crew is plenty forte with 
1 Ppa Estero 4h caps , Ling sete fine enactments by Braive Maik + | Relew the Boréer’ (Mono) to weg t «He sv the Civil War. the | Johnson Rag’ and ‘You Tell Me Your 
pi SET en ses ooo tease 56 amet b-tulcungeds ‘aire : rT. an McWonala | “ ‘ under “e p ar, a. . onl 
i. eg : pt he cia nee ba A, cores he onnor bot eas Mle cameaet ac the brutal } Okay western with Buck Jones, origin of the International Red Cross oh gy ae pow 
} oO i See ran n Pangeborn ss Ms ‘ i ao t kg  F , . a 7 Py ss Ss ) 3 “4 
{ Tag-a-long Herself | skipper, while others_in prominent | Tim McCoy, Raymond Hatton. and Miss Barton's untiring efforts to the silly male flute accompanist 
; T , } . Po " + — a ~ a “e stiasinae Sermo < . ° rete ) 
t en vig’ Jacks and Jitts | spots include Erwin, Frank Conroy, save the lives of fallen fighters at doubling from the band, nearly ruins 
4 ei Nai Aa chnpeliticnctten | Dickie Moore end Pierre Watkin. | | the battlefronts form highlights. the affect. Vivian Fay’s toe dancing 
—_—— !'Technical contributions. including only mild business on dual programs. | Wealth of action and gripping inter- anest is ‘sprightly. Plenty of pro- 
f ‘What's Cookin’’ is another in the | photography by Franz Planer, are | Lack of names and weak story hin-) est crammed into this ee duction value here, with the array 
} series of program filmusicals that | above par for a programmer. ; der the comedy s chances. placing it high on the Passing Pa- of tunes reading like a catalog of 
: both Universal and exhibitors have | Walt. Bud Duncan, the ‘Bud’ of the ‘Ham | rade lineup. recent favorites. Worthwhile bet on 
found profitable over the past two ----- - 'n’ Bud’ comedy series of some years ‘Minnesota—Land of Plenty’ (Fitz- most programs, with Garber and No- 
years. Neatly dovetailing new faces | ago, is in a comeback playing the | patrick Traveltalk; 10 mins. )—Cam- | vis names an asset. ™% 
and talent in the youth brackets.) SHUT MY BIG MOUTH (title role. that of a hillbilly in the|era junket through Minnesota takes ‘Flashing Blades’ (Popular Variety: 
with several oldsters and Woody | : | Army. Coupled to him for comedy | jin outstanding points of interest, in- 10 mins )—Photographed in the To. 
Herman's band, picture is a merry | Hol'ywood, Feb. 14. | values is Edgar Kennedy, as a rev-| cluding Mayo Clinic at Rochester, St. ronto arena when Toronto Skate Club 
¢ » > rs > ’ oe . . . : . ‘“ 
melange of light comedy and tunefui Columbia release of Rebert Sparks pro- | enooer who had formerly been on his | Paul. Minneapolis, some of better ut pit its 32d annual carnival. Short 
sanaar te ih oo - Pi alate .* | ee ge Rh Biba Oliver Drake tail but becomes Duncan s top ser-| known lakes among 11,000 in the will cash in on present vogue for 
por ler or the dua S and is s ated or Charles © artom. Be: couple Y, ~ nese — geant. There's also some fifth col- | state. scenes along the Mississipp1 ice skating shows. Such figure skat- 
special attention _from_ youthful be Dr-“e: camera, Henry Freniich: editor, |Umning involved for the major plot,| and open iron ore pits and Duluth. wo kipe ore A oa Gatinen inn Sook 
ge and family trade. ; Gene Havlick; assistant director, Gene An-| but none of it is sufficiently strong | Color helps this remarkable closeup Meekin Taylor, world titleholder for 
Py — Ragga teats on derson, Previewed at Ale ee ee, story-telling. of the Gopher state. One of out- ficure skaters: Montgomery Wilson, 
swing to classic, 2] Feb, 13, 42. Running time, 71} s. a a : , : ; a é Ss - : 
spotted. There's Sin room however leteetom it “tig as = Brown Duncan, as the ‘tyardbird’ (camp we one-reelers from this pro 1939 North American figure champ 
i, Oe Stale 7 ho gt oe ag ea testa Fg + tote rvant), garners some laughs from | ducer. hA i Champion 
for a lightly frameworked story and | Conchita Montova......... Adele Mara | Servant), garners eran . and the Nort merican amp 
BR of dance ensembles by ‘the Buckskin Bill.......ssecceees Vietor Jory | his diminutive, bulbous-nosed ap- ‘What About Daddy?’ (Pete Smith | pour appear as do some 50 femmes 
4 “vie pe tohert Oglethorpe. ...cc.cceces Fritz Feld | pearance, with the major comedy Cj . ins.)—Aided by the]; : ; ould have 
newly assembled Jivin’ Jacks and saddee |e ; Y | Specialty; 10 mins.)—Aic y in the ice ballet. is wou 
; UGH Ws Rac cap eves Seb nnees Don Keddee | arising from his frequent clashes | deft direction of Will Jason, Pete ch better in color coupled 
Jills. Longe Will Wright : . : v been muc 
Around the adventures of a group | Mave Putt ohana 1 Simneon| With Kennedy, as the perpetually | Smith humorously unfolds the hard- with more adequate photography, 
of youngsters determined to crash | Don Carlos Momtova......Pedro de Cordoba frustrated sergeant. _Rest of the cast lighting and narration. Hence, only 
show business, story tosses them in| Marie...... .........e8:- Joon Woodbury |is commonplace, with direction of qa mild entry 
cr 28 rik age pepe, hii. Butch.... Ralph Peters | standard variety Naka. : - : 
with members of an established pack- Ha Sinn | DeeeGe é ve ¢ t h t ‘Hi: Can’t Be Cured’ (Walt Lantz 
: on sco TREE TEE EL Joe MeGuinn | a us ams Cant -s . 
Hen radio ss ag for of bat ge Skinny Ry Ere ere Se eee Lloyd Bridges | urren or e eases cartoon: 8 ep OE ae . pnd ere 
’s be rews Sisters | Re a Le ee Forrest Tucker a , icer to aw 
and Jane Frazee. The two groups | “hit? Siamiine Foii".."-*"""Sthne- meen | BELOW THE BORDER (Prints in Exchanges) nates’ Gee te bond 
. pay ; : ~ | Indian Interpreter ..Chief Thunder Cloud ‘: " 
combine for eventual new air con- »eeks, and a strong audience-pleaser. 
t t te ] . rd t f = ky ee Monogram release of Scott R. Dunlap pro- a Ww : k os th oO = folks a wallop 
rac oO  piug pro uel 0 wacky “ duction. Features Ruck Jones, Tim McCoy, (Compiled by BESA SHORT) Will give : e y ung os wee 
Charles Butterworth, with important Better-than-average Joe E. Brown | Raymond Hatton. Directed by Howard P- ‘Cactue Makes Perfect’ (Col) because it kids jive and boogie- 
support from latter’s niece, Gloria comedy programmer, ‘Shut Mv Bie Bretherton, Screenplay, Jess Bowers: cam- is ac us = : woogie musie addicts. Bad woilf is 
Jean. M ¢* en Se , . era, Harry Neumann; editor, Carl Pierson. 174% mins. Three stooges. about to be hung because he’s mise 
Despite the overload of musical , outh,’ carries rai i any earings ly — ps whe a Oh ee ‘Glove Birds’ (Col) 174% mins. treated three little pigs. Wolf's fare- 
numbers, director Eddie Cline has | laughs and knockabout slapstick to} pity Ronerts... se... Buck Jones| Joe E. Brown, Jr. Army back- | well plea for mercy, done in Ed- 
built socko comedy interludes. In| fit nicely as supporter for the family | Tim McCall............ weoeeeeeTim McCoy ground. ward G. Robinson voice imitation, 
addition to zestful timing, Cline has |4—.4.°- “=< POUEOS sun escxseoieee ses .Raymond Hatton _ relates how he was abused by the 
: trade. | Rosita Linda Brent ‘H tb >» (RKO) 17 mins . : 
deftly interwoven the songs and Typical B isp! si kan ee eee one ikea, aie eartburn Ss. three little pigs. They come in to 
dances. ypical Brown antics are displayed | {unt Marla....sssssseeeess *“Charies Kins Edgar Kennedy comedy. take music lessons at his quiet home- 
° : P ia . . “er n » | MUO. . cers eeeccccesesesceses imries ing « . - r 
Universal has uncovered some |!" a fast-tempoed development of the BAGO... vases vovestetervebesnes Dennis Moore ‘Ten Pin Parade’ (RKO) 9 stead. so he says. His 1-2-3-4 key 
youthful talent that looks like real | Milquetoast who arrives In a frontier | Scully.........0e. phntiaos seas Bud Oshorne ; ewiing senate Joe punching is copied by the tough por- 
paydirt. Young Donald O’Connor,| town and eventually brings the out- a ceakenbabheenweinees pvces re Mapes mins, owllng h . “a kies as they swing out with every 
%. . -_ | law gano ; ice Bev. ch Ga eh ened cots vehaeedes ees 3) mself Jors arles Las ay We Phir dee ; : 
aie wk ae tg Sescnes gy teh ababertaren fy i tage “omg Reeve mn Ned available musical re... ioe 
attention with a standout juvenile Comic turns in his usual broad ee on, ohr ‘ swing session becomes so torrid the 
performance and displays a elicko performance, with good support from Latest in the ‘Rough Rider’ series, Day. house collapses. Trim climax as the 
screen personality. As the 2 ee oe Victor Jory, Fritz Feld. Adele Mara, — mre the + emgpenee A ageponnd 7 ‘Desert Ghosts’ (U) 91% mins. sheriff starts chasing the pigs. This 
i ; ig é is s : j ‘ a substantial western meller gearec 4s 3 7 i is series, 
scockh' the Univeent coon > ae a ee. ae bdo aoe Rasy mo usual . tne and-saddle gen Stranger than Fiction Series will be tough to follow in se : : 
ni : n Bbeaaoe. aries Barton s . — Nt tcallt- - ee ‘Ss H ty umpty 
of : : : ‘ fax a . , “ », 103 Sugarbow! umpty ) 
the pair in a picture built around | tion was steady Walt Familiar pattern is given strong No. . ‘ i Cita © rng be 
~~ — SOPaNy > 7 : : : —_— 24/ (Strange 2] iction: 9 mins. 
them. Grace McDonald, from Broad- saiaiiadias values by excellent combination in ‘Cat Meets Mouse’ (20th) 6% ba tga cl ae Jo ahieek Gaek a 
way musical comedy, is also poten- the top roles—Buck Jones, Tim Mc- mins. Cartoon. nia hae - ae -e th 
> . F ’ ; S. \ . ardly will draw more than 
ial fez riz rhile > six ° Coy and Raymond Hatton. : $ . whien naren ; 
tial featured waecer? u, © hile the - THE CAR TER CASE * cinag ¢ / agli miggarn + ’ (Reviewed in This Issue) passing interest. Estelle Powell, who 
boys and six girls comprising the Boys in this stanza avenge killing akes artistic creations from sugar, 
Jivin’ Jacks and Jills also indicate Republic release of Leonard Fields pro- | of a U. S. marshal and clean out gang ‘Flag of Mercy’ (M-G) 10 mins. gpa tal tae the title but one of the 
r ahilitv rj pHNecrj ¢ ac- | duction. Features James Ellison, Virginia |e gage in iscellg > s banditry. . } s : se ) A € 
Font gary, a pra _ Giimere, Pravklin Pangborn. Lynne Carves "Bit of a ng disios and pam ‘Minnesota, Land of Plenty’ | weaker items. Dog that catches sal- 
ion for the -c rs. akad Eiinanaen.  Skeabhadk toro nara Vor-| Mexicé é and § a , - ewift stream. Harr 
Although there’s a plentiful display | hin°*" Charter. OTs akin to |of-the border heroine played by (M-G) 10 mins. Heit gM Ry Tin Rank rey Pgs ti 4 ; 
of the showmanly presentations by | Roberts; based on Phillips H. Lord radio| Linda Brent, ostensibly “ peek ‘Tune Time’ (U) 16 mins. nd phe ice mine in Pennsylvania are 
rs Sisters ¢ he Hermé rogram. ‘Mr, District Attorney’; camera, | neighbor gesture and Mex bookings. ; . and ae See 
Sas i, dene Soe nm 7 eens a John Alion: edit rd Mann. At the | rt oh ‘eanve to slow proceedings ‘What About Daddy’ (M-G) [pest Commuter who uses a plane 
and, Ja razee sings a C ’ ~sapebat , $P 4m ; > . S : od oe : ‘2 cael 
: New York, N. Y.. Feb, 18, '42, dualer, Run- | rhe . ; ce 914 mins. to get from Long Island to Newar 
tunes and Gloria Jean handles a few | jin, time’ 6¢ MINS | Seenerenas, Miss Brent, in scene 2 neu ire : © the ease 
’ ‘ ! ne ° . . P fe « ‘ , ’ “ s like ¢ ) if tne as 
classics, Leo Carrillo, Butterworth, | Pp. Cadwallader Jones James Ellison | Where young ranch foreman is s/ot, The Hungry Wolf’ (M-G) 8 —_ uannen Waaee aed extremely 
ie Burke ¢ “re in Pangborn | Terry Par'-er..... Virginia Gilmore | handles dramatic dialog in ludicrous ins Senger transpo si Rk NE Be 
were, aged g bhi characteri- | Charley Towne Franklin Pangborn | fashion mins. thin. Small-timey, considerably be- 
vations Dint.sive Tav-a-long is used me A bs patel se 5. . - f- oa Three western stalwarts get to- | Flashing Blades’ (U) 10 mins. low var in this series in een” 
effectively by Cline for a running | Juaee White eran pee Charters | gether via devious means, pretending ‘Colorful North Carolina spects. a 
ag. ‘I'll Pray for You,’ as delivered | Vincent Mac!ay....+s+++ Douglas Fowley | to be strangers. Hatton is planted (M-G) 9 mins. 
; the Andrews Sisters, looks like a | Andrew Relmont........+--. ohn gga ete | as a saloon handyman; McCoy comes ‘Meledies Old and New’ (M-G) 
coming top jukebox number for the | Htc" vj it, Aga | in “asa eattle buyer, while Jones | 44" mins | STORY BUYS 
gga i re Lars ceeteeesenteeseres atten Sane t OTete >an ex-convict. Mori. 
trio Walt. Elliott Carter........... Bradley Page | Pretends to be an ex-convic ' a Metr ic » Portion of 
Se ee aS | Metro bought ‘Some ortior 
ES | | eo | 
Seales r | . ‘ aradise,’ tale of a drafted bride- 
Second in Republic’s ‘Mr. District AB ICADA ships endured by the typically “€x- ae a Martha Cheavens. 
The Adventures of Dib nmin pale i Salita ‘ ; fie S LE C pectant’ father. This kids the tough * , si come ake ke, tka oll 
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_ gs ers bs < peawe velyn | Production is further bolstered by | ana 8. F. Wone: n alc. &. 8 Yen: d nees, | than mother. Executed with that sly Maurice Clark sold Weekend 
“pi age a Erwin. Directed by Sidney | ZOod cast headed hy Virginia Gil- |K. H. Sun; English titles. Douen and | Smith touch for numerous chuckles. | Leave’ to Paramount. 
K , Stu a i , : a ‘ 
Balkow. Screenplay by W. L. River, based | more and James Ellison | Rubenstein At Grand View, San Fran-| Suited for big first-runs. | Republic purchased ‘T ondon Black- 
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~ Pler: ecg y's am enee ys Mate Miss Gilmore fills the bill nicely |“ cast: Violet Koo. Kine San & L Kes ‘The Hungry Welf’? (Color Car-| + Murders” by N. B. Christopher. 
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tion room, Feb. 19,°'42. Running 1 7; ing down clues in a homicide case. | sees relief when a chubby, innocent Edge of Darkness” to Warne! 
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= , ( I off and finger point ' ically O e 4 7h Ch fl cape the, howling blizzard. He’s about | : ies old we ge . Pete Cedric 
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Rut! ‘ I Keyes | every! ‘ c Elli i acheac Mi a Hae ‘Gal e o make a meal of the animal when d 
Sn SPAWUON. ..ccscceececcd fuart Erwin} son, as Miss Gilt ( fianee and — hes Pipe ne va ag : “, | his conscience gets the better of him. Barn iby. ‘ohts 
c = pessessaehe - . us = assistant d.a., tries to keep her out Seno > tomate tees y RI ae Rabbit’s kindly attitude prompts the RKO sold 20th-Fox s film right 
a . _? me A ese ~# = “ of the picture fo her own protec- | pr ant hide oe our + wolf to dare the storm and try to| to ‘Bird of Paradise 
aa the Seiten eeeceeeese. Rafaela Ottiano | tion, but she keeps breaking into the | a _ nol “bas; 7 ~~ | rescue the animal. Payoff is that the 
M peer re ; are re . utkin | Case persistently. Sa aekamek ae Mi Pree asis Of cur! ravenous wolf. is repaid with a 
Ore. MOVIOF ..0086< te i Vallace : ’ wey i ' ren } ; in the er ltnatihe wa aac “a | he a 
Judge Robert J. McDonald Franklin Pangborn, in a_ se one Made in Shanghai, prior to Jap |; sie yong . re niga 5 home. TITLE CHANGES 
I at 
comic role is in for considerable occupancy, ‘Sable C da’ 3 al Different sort of cartoon but one in >A 
—_——. : iret: Tae ha se ai” ee } occupancy, ‘Sab icada a Classl- . : he erolar meanc iittla (rent. rw eC 2! 
This is lusty and vigorous adven- | '0°tag¢ is crete Ren oxy apt cal drama of the Han dynasty, story ae the fb oe little. Accept Hollywood, Feb ‘ 
3 : : ance. so satisfactory in subordi- ‘ gad "4. 8 ah 2 | awe On Mos ills, ‘ el In’? hecal 
ture, dramatically displaying Jack | nap a foes 1 mice Te raane Paul | being laid 2,000 years back. Fact ; : ee , Out of the Frying Pan’ bet ee 
London’s personal and fictional cam- | pth er haling, “= aie n. Douglas | it’s a costume piece makes it Oriental a a Old yet ed Gang | ‘young and Willing’ at Paramount 
is i rove c itions seq- | tiarvey, John  sneenan, PIAS | fay alat: wide : while | comedy; mins. )—Strictly for juve- - ‘jars of 
paign to improve conditions of sea + weed 1432 oe . flavor palatable to Occidentals, while 2 : ’ ' iiss a . ‘Riders 0 
men working American vessels. With- | Fowley and Eddie Acuff. Mori. Republic switched from ‘R 


the Range’ to ‘Raiders of the Range.’ 

‘A Gentleman After Dark’ release 
tag on Edward Small’s ‘Heliotrope 
Harry.’ 

Producers Releasing Corp. shifted 
from ‘Gun Shy’ to ‘Hold ‘Those 
Jerks.’ 

‘Heart of Texas’ changed to ‘Heart 
of the Rio Grande’ at Republic. 

‘Undercover Man’ is release handle 
on ‘Across the Border’ at aggre 

‘ and the 1vin. 
Ps aay Desperate Chance 
for Eliery Queen’ at Columbia. 

‘Not a Ladies’ Man’ is the new taé 
on ‘Just Another Dame’ at Columbia. 

‘Submarine Raider’ is release ta8 
on ‘Missing Submarine’ at Columbia. 
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Chi Temp. and Biz Warming Up: 


‘Day - Andrews 
Pulham Fine 


Chicago, Feb. 24. 


Weekend was like New Year’s Eve 
in the loop. This was due to letup 
in the weather, which had been 
hovering around the zero mark for 
several days and then upped into 
warmer numbers. Result was rush 
to the downtown area. 

Andrews Sisters still prove to be 
boxoffice ammunition in the Chi- 
cago, where, with Johnny Long’s 
orch on the stage, they are hypoing 
‘Remember the Day’ to fine business. 
United Artists came up with ‘Pul- 
ham, Esq.’ Saturday (21) and has 
been getting stardees. 

Essaness Woods took its place with 
the other major first-run spots in the 
loop, getting underway with ‘Play- 
mates’ and ‘Four Jacks and Jill’ for 
its first combination. Looks profit- 
able. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—Bahama Passage’ (Par) and 
‘Glamour Boy’ (Par) (2d wk). 
‘Glamour’ holding up badly rapped 
‘Bahama’ and getting $4,000 cur- 
rently, following good $5,500 last 
week. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Remember Day’ (Par) and Johnny 
Long orch and Andrews Sisters on 
stage. Latter a draw here, while 
Long orchestra is new quantity in 
town. Boom reaction at the wicket, 
with trade rising to hotcha $45,000. 
Last week, ‘Sullivan’s Travels’ (Par) 
and Lawrence Welk band got fine 
$37,500. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—Sullivan’s Travels’ (Par) and ‘No 
Hands on Clock’ (Par). Dual looks 
okay at $6,000. Last week, ‘Son Fury’ 
(20th) and ‘Cadet Girl’ (20th), okay 
$4,300 for second week in house. 


Oriental (Iroquois) (3,200; 28-33- 
55)—‘Moon Over Shoulder’ (20th) 
and vaude. Don Pedre orch and 


Ramon Navarro headlining. Business 
good at $19,000. Last week, 
Courtney orch and Buddy Clark on 
stage were the reasons for fine 
$20,300 with ‘Boston Blackie’ (Col). 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 33-44-66-75) 
—‘Hellzapoppin’ (U) and ‘Sealed 
Lips’ (U) (2d wk). Holding nicely 
and will get $13,000, bright, after fine 
$20,10C last week. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Burma Road’ (M-G) and ‘Kil- 
dare Victory’ (M-G). Strong combo 
heading for healthy $11,000. Last 
week, ‘Blues in Night’ (WB) and ‘In 
Army Now’ (WB), all right $11,200. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2.700; 35-55- 
65-75) —‘Green Was Valley’ (20th) 
(6th wk). Came through nicely last 
week to $11,200 and will hold cur- 
rently to $10,000 for what looks like 
wind-up. 


United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700; 
35-55-65-75)—‘Pulham’ (M-G). Got 


away Saturday (21) and looks like 
big $17,000. Last week, ‘Corsican 
Bros.” (UA), finished good three- 
week stay to $10,000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,200; 35-55-65- 
15)\—'Playmates’ (RKO) and ‘Jacks 
and Jill’ (RKO). New _first-run 
policy for house got away okay. This 
pair looks for $8,500, good. 


‘FURY’-BLUE’ DUAL 
OK $10,500 IN OMAHA 


Omaha, Feb. 24. 


‘Son of Fury’ and ‘Blue, White and 
Perfect,’ at Orpheum, are topping 
the town, with ‘The Bugle Blows 
running second at the Omaha, 
dualled with ‘Dr. Kildare’s Victory. 


Estimates for This Week 

Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500; 10- 
25-35-40 )—‘Call Marines’ (RKO) and 
‘Four Jacks’ (RKO). Sagging to 
$4,000. Last week, ‘Bedtime Story’ 
(Col) and ‘Ellery Queen’ (Col), fair 
$4,500. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 11-30- 
44)—‘Son of Fury’ (20th) and ‘Blue, 
White’ (20¢h). Very good $10,500, 
possibly more. Last week, ‘Started 





With Eve’ (U) and Ted Lewis’ band | 


(20-40-50-65), fine $15,000. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 10-30- 
44)—‘Bugle Sounds’ (M-G) and ‘Kil- 
dare’s Victory’ (M-G). Pretty good 
$8,200. Last week, ‘Corsican Bros.’ 
(UA) and ‘Right to Heart’ (20th), 
nice $8,600. 

Paramount (Tristates) (3,000: 11- 
3C-44)—‘Paris Calling’ (U) and ‘Bad- 
lands’ (U). Around $7,000, consid- 
erably off. Last week, ‘Man to Din- 
ner’ (WB) and ‘Bahama Passage’ 
(Par), second week moveover from 
other houses, good $8,400. 
State (Goldberg) (900; 25-35)— 
‘Keep 'Em Flying’ (U) and ‘Interna- 


tional Lady’ (UA), split with ‘Go 
West, Young Lady’ (Col) and 
Broadway imited’ (UA). Fair 
$800. Last week, ‘Little Foxes’ 
(RKO) and ‘Pulham’ ‘M-G), split 
with ‘Two-Faced ‘Woman’ (M-G) 

(Par), good 


em Premiere’ 


Town (Goldberg) (1,500: 10-20-25) 
Man Cheyenne’ (Rep), ‘Ellery 


1G, Hell’ 24 136 


Bright $45,000, 





vv 


‘Del | 


Queen’ (Col) and ‘Cockeyed Sailors’ 
(UA), triple split with ‘Riders Bad- 
lands’ (Col), ‘New Wine’ (UA) and 
‘Arizona Terror’ (Rep) and ‘All 
Money Buy’ (RKO) and ‘His Girl 
Friday’ (Col). Good $1,100. Last 
week, ‘Stage Coach’ (U), ‘Secrets 
Lone Wolf’ (Col? and ‘Unexpected 


Uncle’ (RKO), triple split with 
‘Wyoming Wildcat’ (Rep), ‘Mata 
Hari’ (M-G) and ‘Riding Wind’ 


(RKO), and ‘Our Wives’ (Col) and 
‘Belle Starr’ (20th), fair $900. 
(Saturday night stage revue and 
special midnight show help grosses.) 


Raye Ups ‘Night 
To Big $18,000 
In Hearty Buff. 


Buffalo, Feb. 24. 

Buffalo main line wickets are 
pounding up to another socko set of 
numerals in the current canto. Great 
holiday weekend surge and potent 
screen and stage lure are sending the 
gate markers soaring. 

Martha Raye in person and ‘Blues 
in the Night’ are delivering smash 
takings for the Century. ‘Woman of 
Year’ is garnering lush coin at the 
Buffalo, while return of ‘Gone With 
Wind’ is roaring at the Lakes. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-55)— 
‘Woman of Year’ (M-G) and ‘Young 
America’ (20th). Should roll up 
solid $17,000. Last week, ‘Bahama 
Passage’ (Par) and ‘Castle in Desert’ 
(20th), nice $12,500. 

Great Lakes (Shea) 
—Gone With Wind’ (M-G). Will see 
high money mark of $14,000. Last 
week, ‘Shanghai Gesture’ (UA) and 
‘No Hands on Clock’ (Par), $12,000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 30-45)—‘Bugle 








(3,000; 35-55) 


Sounds’ (M-G) and ‘Kathleen’ 
(M-G). Sturdy $8,500. Last week, 
‘Son Fury’ (20th) and ‘Right to 


Heart’ (20th) (2d run), sweet $8,000. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 30-44) 
—Lady Willing’ Col) and ‘Secrets 
Lone Wolf’ (Col). Should snag snug 
$8,500. Last week, ‘Hellzapoppin’ 
(U) and ‘Sealed Lips’ (U) (2d wk), 
oke $6,500. 

20th Century (Ind) (3,000; 30-55) 
—'Blues in Night’ (WB) and Martha 
Raye topping vaude. Zooming to- 
ward brilliant $18,000. Last week, 
‘All Through Night’ (WB) (8 days), 
impressive $13,000. 


TYRONE-TIERNEY BIG 





$11,000 IN LOUISVILLE: 





Louisville, Feb. 24. 
The two deluxers have things 
pretty much their own way this 
week, with h.o.’s at the other houses 
‘Son of Fury’ at the Rialto has the 
edge over ‘Woman of the Year’ at 
Loew’s State, although both houses 
are doing very profitable business. 
Estimates for This Week 
Brown (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 15- 
30-40)—‘Ride "Em Cowboy’ (U) and 
‘Bombay Clipper’ (U). On move- 
over from Rialto, stepping along at 
better than average clip for fine $3,- 
500. Last week, ‘Johnny Euger’ 
(M-G) and ‘Miss Polly’ (UA), light 
$1,700 on moveover. 





Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 15-25) 
|—‘Little Foxes’ (RKO) and ‘Wake |- 
;|Up Screaming’ (20th). Shaping up| 
'for usual consistently good main 


stem trade, likely $1,600. Last week, 
|‘Appointment Love’ (U) and ‘Swamp 
| Water’ (20th), managed good $1,500 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,500; 15- 
30-40 )—‘Woman of Year’ (M-G) and 
‘Hay Foot’ (UA). Well received by 
town’s critics. Excellent $9,000. Last 
week, ‘Bedtime Story’ (Col) and ‘Joe 


Smith’ (M-G), fair $7,000. 
Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
15-30-40)—‘Man to Dinner’ (WB) 


(24 wk). Currently rolling at a 
brisk pace and word-of-mouth is 
strong factor tm the b.o. tempo. 
Looks to cop fine $5,000, after last 
week’s bumper $7,000. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (1,000; 15- 
30-40) —‘Son Fury’ (RKO) and ‘Val- 
ley of Sun’ (RKO). Tyrone Power 
and Gene Tierney proving strong 
b.o. combo. Should grab fine $11,- 
000. Last week, ‘Ride "Em Cowboy’ 
(U) and ‘Bombay Clipper’ (U), tre- 
mendous $12,000. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 





land ‘Valley of Sun’ (RKO) (2d wk). 


15-30-40) —‘Call Out Marines’ (RKO) 


Medium $3,000. Last week, splendid 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of February 26 
Astor—‘Kings Row’ (WB) (4th 
week), 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Dec. 24, 1941) 
Capitol—‘Johnny Eager '(M-G) 
(2d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Dec. 10, 1941) 
Criterion—‘What's Cookin’ (U) 
(25). 
(Reviewed in current issue) 
Globe — ‘Gentleman at Heart’ 
(20th) (2d week) 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Jan. 7) 
Music Hall—‘Woman of the 
Year’ (M-G) (4th week). 
(a.eviewed in ‘Variety’ Jan. 14) 
Paramount—‘Bahama Passage’ 
(Par) (2d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Dec. 10, 1941) 
Rialto—‘North of the Klondike’ 
(U). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Jan. 21) 
Roxy—‘Roxie Hart’ (20th) (2d 
week ). 
{Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Feb. 4) 
Strand—‘Captains of the Clouds’ 
(WB) (3d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Jan. 21) 
Week of March 6 
Astor—‘Kings Row’ (WB) (5th 
week), 
Capitol—The Invaders’ (Col). 
Music Hall—‘Bed Time Story’ 
(Col). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Dec. 10, 1941) 
Paramount — ‘The Lady Has 
Plans’ (Par) (5). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Jan. 21) 
Roxy—‘Roxie Hart’ (20th) (3d 
week ). 
Strand—‘Captains of the Clouds’ 
(WB) (4th week). 


= 


FURY’ $12,300 











Seattle, Feb. 24. 
Paramount, Orpheum and Fifth 
Avenue are leading the town in or- 
der named with ‘Son of Fury’ at the 
Paramount soaring to $12,000 or bet- 
ter. ‘Johnny Eager’ at the Fifth and 


‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ at Or- 
pheum are not far behind. Double 
holiday is proving a great help all 
around. 

Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(800: 30-40-58)—-‘Tarzan’s Treasure’ 
(M-G) and ‘Kathleen’ (M-G) (2d 
wk). Hot release from Paramount 
theatre, big $3,500. 
Laughing’ (RKO) and ‘Gay Falcon’ 
(RKO) (3d wk), swell $3,300. 

Coliseum (H-E) (1,900; 23-40)— 
*2-Faced Woman’ (M-G) and ‘Unholy 
Partners’ (M-G) (2d run). Slow 
$2,500. Last week, ‘Keep Flying’ 
(U) and ‘Foot in Heaven’ (WB) (2d 
run), so-so $3,000. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349; 30-40- 
58)—‘Johnny Eager’ (M-G) and ‘Mr 


‘Lady Willing’ (Col) and ‘Confessions 


Boston Blackie’ (Col) Excellent 
$6,500. Last week, ‘Men in Life’ 
(Col) and ‘Go West’ (Col), good 
$5,800. 


Mrs. North’ (M-G). Big blasts in 
press for Turner-Taylor combo 
Great $10,500. Last week, ‘Ball Fire’ 
(RKO) and ‘Fiesta’ (UA) (2d wk), |} 
nifty $8,200 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 30-40-58) 


TOPS SEATTLE 


Last week, ‘Look | 








Music Box (H-E) (850; 30-40-58)— 


‘Ball Fire’ (RKO) (3d wk). Moved | 
from Fifth but minus ‘Fiesta,’ sock | 
$4,600. Last week. ‘Pulham’ (M-G) 
and ‘Yank Burma Road’ (M-G) (3d } 
wk), wonderful $3,600 
Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 30-40-58) | 
‘Man to Diyner’ (WB) and ‘Treat 
"Em Rough’ (U) Big ad campaign 
|helping to wonderful $11,500, and 
surpassing early expectation Last 
week Through Night’ (WB) ar 
‘Body Disappears’ (WB), six days of 
second stanza, $6,100, big } 
Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 23-35- 
50-58)—‘Cowboy Serenade’ (Rep) 


and ‘Man at Large’ (20th) plus vaude. 
Smasheroo $8,000. Last week, ‘North 


Klondike’ (U) and ‘Pardon My 
Stripes’ (Rep) and vaude, good 
$7,900. 

Paramount (H-E) (3.039; 30-40-58) 
—Son Fury’ (20th) and ‘Blue, 
White, Perfect’ (20th). Marvelous} 
$12.500, and holding over. Last 





week, “‘Tarzan’s Treasure’ (M-G) and 
‘Kathleen’ (M-G), big $8,300. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800: 30-40- 
58)—*Through Night’ (WB) (3d wk). 
Extended run from Orpheum, trim 
$4,500. Last week, ‘Died With Boots’ 
(WB), fourth week downtown, good 
$3,000. 








$4500 


| ‘Lady For a Night’ 


FDR's Talk Dents Big N.Y. Holiday 
Biz; ‘Ginger’ Sweet $65,000, Eager’ 
Good 336, Schnoz-Bug’ Nice 236 


not SO moanv 


Although out-of- 
towners invaded Broadway over the 
three-day Washington's Birthday 
weekend, natives turned out in full 
force and filed past boxoffices in ex- 
ceptionally large numbers. Weather 
proved favorable and, with good 
shows on display, the majority of 
downtown New [ 
landoffice business. 


_ The Sunday (22) take in several 
instances exceeded Saturday's haul, 
while Monday a couple houses beat 
Sunday due to very heavy morning 
ana matinee trade. Flow of custom- 
ers started falling off after 8 p.m. 
Monday (23), with President Roose- 
velt’s speech a decided deterrent. 
However, a flock of theatres broad- 
cast the speech, including Roxy, 
Paramount, and all the houses of the 
Loew, RKO circuits, suspending 
shows to do so. Music Hall broad- 
cast it in the theatre's lounge, while 
others put on the President's speech 
in lobbies or mezzanines. 

Kids made up a bountiful slice of 
business done over the holiday week- 
end, with result the Paramount did 
a strong $55,000 on the week ending 
last night (Tues.) with ‘Bahama Pas- 
sage’ and the Alvino Rey band. This 
is despite the poor notices for the 
picture. 

Another stageshow stand drawing 
lots of kids is the Strand, where 
‘Captains of Clouds’ and Blue Barron 
make up the current bill, now in its 
second week, getting robust $42,000 
or over, 

A first-starter that’s smashing 
through to a big figure is Ginger 
Rogers in ‘Roxie Hart,’ which will 
get the Roxy a cool $65,000 or befter 
on its initial week. Capitol came in 
Thursday (19) with ‘Johnny Eager.’ 
Picture got away a bit slowly, but 
has picked up momentum and may 
hole out at $33,000 or thereabouts, 
good. 

Super-something is the $100,000 
‘Woman of the Year’ will get for the 
Hall on its third week, only $2,000 
behind the second and $1,000 better 
than the first 

‘Mr. V’ continues to do well, look- 
ing $27,000 or over on the current 
(2d) stanza at the Rivoli. 

State has severe competition, but 
Jimmy Durante in person is hypoing 
‘Mr. Bug Goes to Town,’ first-run, to 
a countup of possibly $23,000. Du- 
rante is credited with drawing a 
goodly portion of this business. 

‘Kings Row,’ no slouch at the As- 
tor, started its fourth round yester- 
day (Tues.) after whacking through 
to a sturdy $20,000 on the third. 

Houses that are holding current 
shows for another week are Hall 
Par, Strand, Capitol, Rivoli. Astor, 
Roxy, Palace and Globe. 


Estimates for This Week 
Astor (Loew’s) (1,012; 235-55-95- 


$1.10) —Kings Row’ (WB) (4th wk). | 


With holiday (23) winding up third 
week, gross pushed up a little to 
$20,000, beating second stanza’s $19,- 
000, in both cases sturdy. Started 
fourth round yesterday (Tues.). 
Broadway (Disney) (1,895: 35-55- 
75 )—‘Fantasia’ (RKO-Disney) (7th- 
final wk). Concluding week (7th) on 
return engagement at pop prices, 
winding up Saturday night (28), will 
be about $5,600, very good. The prior 


(6th) stanza was $11,000. House 
closes down to await Opening of 
‘Bambi’ (RKO-Disney), for which a 


date has not yet been set. 

Capitol (Loew’s) (4,620: 35-55-85- 
$1.10-$1.25)—‘Johnny Eager’ (M-G). 
Off slowly but picking up and may 


end at around $33,000: holds over. 
Last week, second of ‘Design For 
Scandal’ (M-G), under $20,000, light 
Criterion (Loew’s) (1,062: 35-44-55- 
75)—What’s Cooking’ (U) opens 
here today (Wed) ‘Born to Sing’ 
(M-G) finished at $6,000, slow, while 
F (Rep) got $9,000, 


‘Gentleman at Heart’ (20th). Hitting 

a nice pace f about $10.500 and 

hold Last week, ‘Lady Distress’ 
(Times), $6,100, mild 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 28-35-44-55- 

| 65-75)—'Ball of Fire’ (RKO) (2d| 


run). Here singly and _ clicking 
smartly for about $15,000; holds over. 
Last week ‘Hellzapoppin’ (U) (2d 
run) and ‘Obliging Young Lady’ | 


(RKO) (1st run), $8,900, okay. 
Paramount (Par) (3,664: 35-55-85- 
99)—‘Bahama Passage’ (Par) and, on 
stage, Alvino Rey, King Sisters, Gil 
Lamb (2d-final wk). Holiday crowds 
helping boost this show to $55,000 on 
the initial seven days through last 
night (Tues.), very good in view of 
panning handed ‘Passage.’ Begins 


final (2d) stanza today (Wed.). Last | 


week, third for ‘Sullivan's Travels’ 

(Par) and Glenn Miller, $47,500, ex- 

cellent. 
Radio City 


Musie Hall (Rockfel- 


Winter Garden (Sterling) (800;/lers) (5,495; 44-55-85 -99 -$1.65)— | 
20-30)—‘Thin Man’ (M-G) and ‘Great| ‘Woman of Year’ (M-G: and stage 
Guns’ (20th) (2d run). Big $3,500.; show (3d wk.) A remarkably 
Last week, ‘Never Rich’ (Col) andj steady coin-getter, with this week 
‘Sn ling Ghoect WRB 9nn a -—" 24) 1 le ie a s1nn neg Last 


York houses did a! 


Globe (Brandt) (1,250: 28-35-55 )— | 


week (2d) was $102,000. Holds a 
fourth semester Starting tomorrow 
(YThurs.), 

Rialto (Mayer) (594: 28-44-55)— 
| Our Russian Front’ (Artkino) and 
| ‘Frisco Lil’ (U), dualed (2d wk), 
“Russian Front’ doing the business, 
this week (2d) looking $9,500. and 
| Show holds third. First stanza was 
$11.000, very big for this small- 


| Seater. 

| Rivoli (UA) (2.092: 35-55-75-65-99) 
| —Mr. V’ (UA) (2d wk). Continues 
| to do well. with $27,000 or over like- 
ly following first week's gate of 
$35,000. Begins third week tomor- 
row (Thurs.). 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 35-55-65-75-85) 
— ‘Roxie Hart’ (20th) and stageshow. 
Rolling ’em in for sock $65,000 on the 
first lap and goes another. Last week, 
third for ‘Son of Fury’ (20th). close 
to $39,000, satisfactory. 

State (Loew's) (3,450: 28-44-55-75- 
90-$1.10 )}—‘Mr. Bug’ (Par) and Jimmy 
Durante, plus Block and Sully, other 
acts. Vaude bill headed by Durante 
accounting for major part of ex- 
pected $23,000, or about that. Not 
big, but entirely satisfactory in view 
of current opposition on street. Last 
week, ‘Babes on Broadway’ (M-G) 
(2d run) and George Murphy in per- 
son, close to $35,000, exceedingly 


ood. 

Strand (WB) (2,756: 35-55-75-85-99) 
—‘Captains of Clouds’ (WB) and Blue 
Barron (2d wk). Holding up masters 
fully, with $42,000, or more, seen on 
the holdover after snaring fancy 
ape on the first week. Remainsa 
third, 


Auto Plant Lull 
Spells B.O. In Det.: 
Fury’ Big $31,000 


Detroit, Feb. 24. 

Mechanics’ holiday before the 
automobile plants get going in full 
wartime production is paying divi- 
dends in the loop boxoffices. 

‘Son of Fury’ and ‘Night Before 
Divorce’ are getting fine play at the 
Fox. Second place probably will go 
to the United Artists, smaller house, 
which has ‘Johnny Eager’ and ‘Yank 
on the Burma Road.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 40-55-65) 
—‘Helizapoppin’ (U) and ‘South of 
Tahiti’ (U). Former moved after 
good week at Fox. Nice $6,700 in 








sight here. Last week, ‘Remember 
Day’ (20th) and ‘Blondie College’ 
| (Col), fair $5,800. 
Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 40-55- 
65)—Son Fury’ (20th) and ‘Night 
Divorce’ (20th). Great $31,000. Last 
week, ‘Hellzapoppin’ (U) and ‘Man 
Returned’ (Col), good $19,500. 
Michigan (United Detroit) ‘4,000; 
| 40-55-65 )—‘Louisiana Purchase’ (Par) 
|and ‘No Hands’ (Par) (2d wk). Neat 
$14,000 after great $23,000 last week. 
Palms-State (United Detroit) (3,« 
000: 40-55-65)—‘Died With Boots’ 
|(WB) (3d wk) and ‘Father Takes 
Wife’ (RKO). Former picture with 
a new starter makes $9,000 likely. 





Last week, coupled with ‘New Wine’ 
(UA), choice $11,500. 


United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000: 40-55-65) ‘Johnny Eager’ 
(M-G) ‘and ‘Yank Burma Road’ 

1(M-G). Solid $14,000. Last week, 
Pulham’ (M-G) and ‘North’ (M-G) 
(2d ‘ 


wk), good $8,000, after big $ll,- 
500 in first stanza 
' 


| ‘Babes,’ 20G, ‘Captains,’ 
$17,000, Dandy In J.C. 


Jersey City. Feb. 24 
| Loew's ‘Babes on Broadway’ is 
|drawing fine attendance. ‘Captains 
lof the Clouds,” at Stanley, is headed 
|for a neat gross, and the State’s ‘Ball 
of Fire,’ holdover, continues to pull 
well, 
Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (Loew's) (3,205: 30-35-55) 
—‘Babes on Broadway’ (M-G) and 
‘Miss Polly’ (UA). Combo should 
grab fine $20,000. Last week. ‘Core 
sican Bros.” (UA) and ‘Boston 
| Blackie’ (Col) (2d wk), good $12,500. 
Stanley (WB) (4,500; 30-35-55)— 
| ‘Captains of Clouds’ (WB). Looks 
| like swell $17,000. Last week, ‘Hell- 
zapoppin’ (U) and ‘Wild Bill Hickck’ 
(WB), good $15,000. 


State (Skouras) (2,200: 30-35-55)— 
‘Ball of Fire’ (RKO) (2d wk). Gross 
will be dandy $10,000. Last week, 


ere ny 
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Good Pix, Fine Biz in SF: Dinner’ 
$70,000, ‘Woman, $19,500, Both Big 





San Francisco, Feb. — 

nty of high-power ammunition 
a Y street this week and doing 
biz. ‘Woran of Year,’ at F ox, and 
‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ at War- 
field, are potent magnets, and even 
‘Shanghai Gesture,’ which drew ter- 
rific pans from the cricks, is doing 
well. 

venty-minute blackout Wednes- 
day a8). had exhibs thanking their 
stars for daylight saving (war) time. 
Dousing of lights was ordered short- 
ly after 9 p.m., just after peak biz 
period, which would have been 8 
p.m. under normal time. In a black- 
out test at the Golden Gate theatre 
Friday morning (20), every exterior 
light was doused in less than 90 sec- 
onds by a femme secretary who 
normally wouldn’t even touch a 
switch. Houses are right on their 
toes here as insurance against perma- 
nent loss of exterior lighting. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-55)— 
‘Woman of Year’ (M-G) and ‘Pacific 
Blackout’ (Par). Cinch combo roll- 
ing up smash $19,500. Last (2d) week, 
‘Bugle Sounds’ (M-G) and ‘Mr. and 
Mrs. North’ (M-G), satisfactory 
ar Gate (RKO) (2,850; 44-55- 
65)—‘Suspicion’ (RKO) and vaude 
(3d wk). Still healthy; okay $13,- 
000. Last (2d) week, hefty $17,500. 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,440; 35- 
44-55) —Bedtime Story’ (Col) and 
‘Go West Lady’ (Col) (2d wk). Hold- 
ing up rather nicely for $7,100. Last 
week, big $11,400. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,470; 35-40- 
55)—Son Fury’ (20th) and ‘Perfect 
Snob’ (20th) (2d wk). Biz still brisk. 
May get $12,000. Firs: week, around 

20,000, huge. 
. St. Francis (F-WC) (1,475; 35-40- 
55)—‘Sullivan’s Travels’ (Par) and 
‘Road Happiness’ (Rep) (moveover). 
About average $5,000. Last (move- 
over) week, ‘Bahama Passage’ (Par) 
and ‘Night Jan. 16’ (Par), ditto. 

United Artists (UA-Blumenfeld) 
(1,100; 35-40-55)—‘Shanghai Gesture’ 
(UA) and ‘Miss Polly’ (UA). Do- 
ing capacity, which means around 
$10,500, despite press panning. Last 
(3d) week, ‘Men in Life’ (Col) and 
‘Girls About Town’ (Col), $5,100. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,650; 35-40-55) 
—‘Man to Dinner’ (WB), with a Bal- 
let Russe short also getting billing, 
in view of fact town has always been 
exceptionally ballet-conscious. With 
plenty of turnover, should yield great 

20,000, or better. Last week, ‘Sul- 
livan’s Travels’ (Par) and ‘Road to 
Happiness’ (Rep), around $10,800, 
nice. 


‘CAPTAINS’ SOARS TO 





HUGE $12,000 IN PORT. 





Portland, Ore., 
‘Captains of the Clouds’ 


Feb. 24. 
is a smash 


hit at the Broadway, and way out in 
front currently. ‘Gentleman at 
Heart’ and ‘Bedtime Story’ are doing 
surprisingly well at the Paramount. 


‘Woman of Year’ continues strong on 
its second session. 
Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 35-40- 
§0)—‘Captains of Clouds’ (WB) and 
‘Mi Polly’ (UA). Leading t 


a wide margin, smash $12,000. Last 


week, ‘Pulham’ (M-G) and ‘Fiesta’ | (U), 
to meet expectations, | 


NATIONAL 


(M-G) | 
), good 


(UA), failed 
but okay at $6,000, and moved to 
Mayfair. 
Mayfair 
(1,500; 35-40-50) — ‘Pulham’ 
and ‘Fiesta’ (UA). Second 
downtown, average $3,000. 
week, ‘Vanishing Virginian’ 
and ‘Yank Burma Road’ (M-G 
$4,500 on second stanza. 


(Parker - Evergreen) 
(M-G) 
week 
Last 


Orpheum (Hamrick-Evergreen) | 
(1.800: 35-40-50)—Through Night’ | 
(WB) (2d wk) plus ‘Body _Dis- 


appears’ (WB) (1st wk). Nice $5,100. 


+ 





ywwn by | 








Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
_ 9 | Siar $2,019,700 
(Based on 26 cities, 181 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 
BM: 3e 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year...........$1,778,500 
(Based on 25 cities, 175 theatres) 


HUB ON UPBEAT: 
DINNER,” $21,000 


Boston, Feb. 24. 

Biz on the upbeat all over the Hub 
this week, with ‘Johnny Eager’ 
pacing the field. ‘How Green Was 
My Valley’ is holding over and still 
ringing up big numbers. ‘Man Who 
Came to Dinner’ will taily a comfort- 
able figure because of the holiday 
weekend, but is not up to expecta- 
tions. 

Managers felt the no-holiday 
policy of defense plants hurt trade 
only slightly. No resistance to the 
60c and 65c tops around town over 
the weekend. 

Estimates for This Week 

Bosten (RKO) (3,200; 30. 40-55-65) 
—What’s Cookin’ (U) and stage 
show topped by Dave Apollon. Aim- 
ing at healthy $20,000. Last week, 
‘North to Klondike’ (U) and stage 
show starring Ethel Waters and 
Duke Ellington, $20,200, good. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,373: 30-40-44- 
55-60)—‘Louisiana Purchase’ (Par) 
and ‘Pacific Blackout’ (Par). Con- 
tinued from two weeks at Met. Head- 
ing for nifty $6,500. Last week, 
‘Dangerously Lived’ (WB) and ‘Lady 
for Night’ (Rep), $5,000, disappoint- 
ing. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 30- 
44-55-65 )}—‘How Green Valley’ (20th) 
and ‘Niagara Falls’ (UA) (2d wk). 
Will hit $25,000, or better, very good. 
First week, $27,000, smash. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367: 30-44- 
55-60)—‘Man to Dinner’ (WB) and 
‘Steel Against Sky’ (WB). Helped by 
holiday weekend to estimated $21,000. 
Last week, second stanza of 
‘Louisiana Purchase’ (Par) and 
‘Pacific Blackout’ (Par), $15,000, fair. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900: 30-40-44- 
55—Johnny Eager’ (M-G) and ‘Hay 
Foot’ (UA). Doing standee biz from 
opening to closing. Will connect with 
$24,000. socko, and h.o. Last week, 
‘Shanghai Gesture’ (UA) and ‘Mr. 
and Mrs. North’ (M-G), $15,400, n.s.h. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,800: 30-40-44- 














55-60 )—‘Louisiana Purchase’ (Par) 
and ‘Pacific Blackout’ (Par). Con- 
tinued from two weeks at Met. Will 
garner hefty $12,000. Last week, 


‘Dangerously Lived’ (WB) and ‘Lady 
for Night’ (Rep), $10,000 


State (Loew) (3,600: 30-40-44-55) 

‘Johnny Eager’ (M-G) and ‘Hay| 
Foot? (UA). In groove for $18,000. | 
big. Last week, ‘Shanghai Gesture’ | ‘ 
(UA) and ‘Mr. and Mrs. North’ 
(M-G), $12,000, fair. 

Translux (Translux) (900; 17-35- 
44)—‘Mr. Wise Guy’ (Mono) and 
‘Submarine Patrol’ (20th). Good for | 
around $4,500. Last week, ‘Death 
Broadeast’ (FA) and ‘Mad Doctor’ | 


$3,500, fair. 





‘Eager’-“Main St.’, $18,000, 
Pace Prosperous St. L.| 


St. Louis, Feb. 24. 

Lenten season in this Catholie com- 
munity is expected to dent b.o.’s of 
the deluxers, although at Loew’s biz 
is fine and this house shovid lead 
the field by a comfortable margin. 

Estimates for This Week 

Leew’s (Loew) (3,172; 30-40-44)— 
‘Johnny Eager’ (M-G) anc ‘Main 
Street March’ (M-G). Good $18,000 
in sight. Last Week, ‘Bugle Sounds’ 
(M-G) and Kildare’s Vietory’ (M-G), 
neat $16,000. 

Ambassador (F&M) (3,000: 30-40- 
50)—‘Captains of Clouds’ (WB) and 
‘Tough As Come’ (U). Set for $11,- 
000, good. Last week, ‘Dangerously 


Live’ (WB) and ‘Dumbo’ (RKO). 
$8,500, good. 
Fox (F&M) (5,000: 30-40-50)— 


‘Bombay Clipper’ (U) and ‘Ride ’Em 
Cowboy’ (U). Neat $16,000 in sight. 
Last week, ‘Bedtime Story’ (Col) 
~ ‘Lady for Night’ (Rep), $7,200, 
air. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,570: 30-40-50)— 
‘Hellzapoppin’ (U) and ‘Man to Din- 
ner’ (WB). Okay $5,000 for second 
week, after $7,600 in first. 


St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 30-40)— 
‘Mad Doctor’ (U) and ‘Road Agent’ 
(U). Average $3,000 for this one. 
Last week, ‘Died With Boots’ (WB) 
and ‘Remember Day’ (20th), swell 
$5,200 


‘No Hands’-Ted Lewis 
Big $11,000, Best Bet 
In Denver; ‘Fury’ 1046 


Denver, Feb. 24. 

Heavy snow Monday morning 
failed to kurt business on the holi- 
day. Ted Lewis band and stage show 
plus ‘No Hands on Clock’ at the Den- 
ham is the heaviest grosser but ‘Son 
of Fury’ at the Deziver is not far be- 
hind, and best all-film attraction. 


Estimates for This Week 








Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)— 
‘Died Boots On’ (WB). After a week 
at Denver. Good $4,500. Last week, 


‘Belong to Me’ (Col), 
week, okay $3,750. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 25-35-40) 
~—Look Laughirg’ (RKO) and ‘Kath- 
leen’ (M-G), after a week at 
Orpheum. Getting an okay $3,000. 
Last week, ‘Foot in Heaven’ (WB) 
after week at Paramount, fair $2,500. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750: 25-35- 
50)—‘No Hands on Clock’ (Par) and 
Ted Lewis stage show. Fine $11,000. 
Last week, ‘Mr. Bug’ (Par), meagre 
$6,500. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525: 25-35-40)— 
‘Son Fury’ (20th) and ‘Perfect Snob’ 
(20th). Trim $10,500. Last week, 
‘Boots On’ (WB), good $10,000. 


after Denver 


| good $2,250 


BOXOFFICE SURVEY 


‘ 


Captains Rousing 


$36,000 in Two 


L.A. Spots: ‘To Be’ Nice $33,700 for 





3 Houses, Hellz 


Broadway Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 
$371,500 
(Based on 13 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
> ae -.. . $380,200 
(Based on 13 theatres) 














H.0’S HIT MPLS: 
RISE’ OK $3.00 





Minneapolis, Feb. 24. 

With three films holding over—two 
going into their fourth weeks—local 
entertainment seekers are up against 
a paucity of new screen fare. ‘Corsi- 
can Brothers’ and ‘Rise ead Shine’ 
are the only newcomers of conse- 
quence, 

After three weeks of straight films, 
the Orpheum gets two stage shows, 
Jan Savitt and Sammy Kaye, in a 
row starting Friday (27). 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 17-28>— 
‘Blondie to College’ (Col) and ‘Body 


Disappears’ (WB), first-runs. Good 
$1,200 for five days. ‘Riding the 
Wind’ (RKO) and ‘Marry Boss’ 


Daughter’ (20th), also dual first-runs, 
opened Tuesday (24) Last week, 
‘Small Town Deb’ (20th) and ‘Bosion 
Blackie’ 
in five days. 

Century (P-S) (1,600; 40-44-55)— 
‘York’ (WB) (4th wk). Has had 
great run and still doing biz. Climb- 
ing toward good $4,500. Last week, 
swell $5,000 after approximately 
$25,000 initial fortnight. 

Gopher (P-S) (998; 28-30)—‘Rise 
and Shine’ (20th). Helped by 
it’s one of few newcomers. Okay 
$3,000 in prospect. Last week, ‘Inter- 
national Squadron’ (WB), good 
$3,800. 

Orpheum (P-S) (2,800; 30-40-50)— 
‘Corsican Bros.’ (UA). Costume pic- 
tures not liked here but this one 
looks about $8,000, good. Last week. 
‘Johnny Eager’ (M-G), pretty good 
$7,000. 


Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) — 
- “pulham’ (M-G) and ‘Kildare’s State (P-S) (2,300; 30-40 50)— 
Victory’ (M-G). Nice $10,600. Last |‘Green Was Valley’ (20th) (2d wk). | 
week, ‘Look Laughing’ (RKO) and| Second picture in row to be held 
‘Kathleen’ (M-G), good $8,500 on| over at this house, where h.o.s are 
second sesh. infrequent. Raves for this one on 
Paramount (Fox) (2,200: 25-40)— p apy? A side. one $7,000, after huge | 
‘Gentleman Heart’ (20th) and ‘North | $12,700 first week. 
|! Klondike’ (U). Surprisingly good at Uptown (Par) (1 190; 30 40) 
| $6,500. Last week. ‘In Army’ (WB) | ‘Yank R.A.F.’ (20th). First neighbor- 
and ‘Call Ellery Queen’ (Col), nice | hood showing. Big $3,800 in prospect 
$6,500 Last week, ‘Babes Broadway’ (M-G) 
Pialto (Fox) (878: 25-40)—‘Belong | Very big $4,600. 7 a 
to Me’ (Col ) after a week at Denver} World (Par-Steffes) (350 30 40-50 
ind also Aladdin, and ‘Men in Life’ | 60)—‘One Foot Heaven’ (WB) (4th 
(Col). after Denver week. Neat! wk). This one has jelled in wor der- 
$9000. Last week, ‘Corsican Bros.’|ful style. Fine $1,700 likely = 
(UA). after week at Denver and also} reached. Last week, good $2,000 on | 
Aladdin. and ‘Jail House Blues’ (U),|top of $3,000 and $8,600 previou 


weeks. 


Cagney and Ginger Rogers Challenge lracy-Hepburn and 
Tyrone Power for Marquee Billing In New Films 


(Col), first-runs, big $1,500 | 


Soloed 10/56, 11.0. 


Los Angeles, Feb. 24. 

‘Captains of the Clouds’ is flying 
high on the local front, hitting $36,- 
000 at the Warner and Downtown 
theatres, a rousing total. The three- 
theatre showing of ‘To Be or Not 
To Be’ at the Chinese, State and 
Carthay clipped off a nice $33,700. 

‘Hellzapoppin’ surpassed its initial 
week with $10,500 at the Hawaii, 
with a Saturday night grind until 
9 am, next day. This policy of late 
shows will continue for the picture's 
run, 

Saturday rain failed to dampen 
the wicket spinning of ‘Clouds.’ ‘To 
Be’ or ‘Hellz,’ this trio hitting ca- 
pacity that day and Sunday. Other 
houses were slightly off from their 
regular Saturday capacity biz be- 
cause of rainfall, but on profit side, 
regardless, 

‘Bedtime Story’ coupled with ‘Date 
with Falcon’ is making a sturdy 
showing with $21,700 at the Hili- 
Street and Pantages. 

Holiday scale of prices hypoed 
grosses to some extent yesterday 
(Monday ). 

Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,516: 33- 
44-55-75) —To Be, Not To Be’ (UA) 
anc ‘Night Divorce’ (20th). Simul- 
taneous opening w: hb Stz'+e and Chi- 
nese for first week, then continues 
here alone as long as »rofitable. 
Looks like fairish $5,006, around 
(RRO) Cee att week, ‘Dumbo’ 

wk), final six da 
$1,900. Peed 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,034: 33- 
44-55-75) —To Be’ (UA) end ‘Night 
Divorce’ (20th). Clicking to solid 
$11,700. Last week, ‘Son Fury’ 
(20th) and ‘Gentleman Heart’ (20th , 
good $11,000. 

Downtown (WB) (1,8u0; 33-44-55) 
—‘Captains of Clouds’ (WB). Flying 
high for excellent $18,000. Last 
week, ‘Hickok Rides’ (WB) and 
‘New Wine’ (UA), good $9,000. 
_ Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900: 33-44- 
55)—‘Mister V’ (UA) (2d wk), 
| Riding steady at $4,300. Last wu eek, 
| good $5,700. 
| Hawaii (G&S) (1,106: 33-44-55-75) 
| —‘Hellzapoppin’ (U) (2d wk). Spin- 
ning a sockeroo $10,500 and topping 
| the initial session. First week, big 
| $9.500 
| Hollywood (WB) (2,756: 33-44-55) 
|—‘Captains of Clouds’ (WB). Hefty 
| $18,000 and picture is in for three 
| weeks. Last week, ‘Hickok Rides’ 
(WB) and ‘New Wine’ (UA), noiai- 
nally profitable at $9,000. 

Orpheum (B’way) (2,200: 33-44-55) 
‘Playrnates’ (REO), ‘Bombay Clip- 
| per 





(U) and vaude. Average $10,- 
000. Last week, ‘Mob Town’ fU) and 
‘Harvard Here I Come’ (Col) plus 





vaude, meagre $9,500. 
Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 33-44-55) 


| ‘Bedtime Story’ (Col) and ‘Date With 
| Falcon’ (RKO). Weekend biz pulled 
} this one to a fine $11,200. Last week, 
‘Started Eve’ (U) (2d wk) and ‘Treat 
|’"Em Rough’ (U), fair at $7,200 
Paramount (Par) (3,595: 33-44-55) 
Quee Murder Ring’ (Col) 1d 
Mai Returned Life’ (Col) F 
$10.000. Last week. ‘Sul n’s T 
els’ (Par) and ‘Mr. Bug’ (Par), just 
iched $12,500, not sufficient to hold 
for a second week as originally 
tended 


RKO Hillstreet (RKO) 


(2.872 


44-55)—‘Bedtime Story’ (Col) 
| ‘Date Falcon’ (RKO). Sturdy $10.- 
900 Last week, ‘Started Eve’ (U) 
(2d) and ‘Treat ’Em Rough’ (VU), mild 
| $7.500. 
| State (Loew-F-WC) (2,204; 33-44- 
55-75—To Be’ (UA) and ‘Night Di- 
bettie (20th). Dewntown showing 
|of three-house booking on ‘To Be’ 
| getting a sturdy $17,000. Last wee! 
‘Son Fury’ (20th) and ‘Gentleman 
Heart’ 


(20th) strong $17 700. 
United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2,100 


33-44-55)—‘Son of Fury’ (20th) d 
Gentleman Heart’ (20th). Moveove 
i will tab a good $5,800. Last wee 
‘Design Scandal’ (M-G) and ‘Kil e 
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————— Victory’ (M-G), in cellar at $2 
First week, coupled ‘Go West’ (Col), | : F — . Baie: atten “Binet lackout. $33.700 wi: Vogue (Vogue) (920; 33-44-55)- 
high $7,200. ; | Entirely new group of topflight features is winning Los ——, Arg ts ty ga ve bosktines i Los | ‘North Klondike’ (U) and ‘Melody 
Petpet 5_AC i ; , sathered in three houses. Suburban booking ) ahi a ~t t Bie op St 
Paramount (H-E) (3,000; —s holdover ratings by virtue of first week's business in . — bs Pen rs ber gett Lane’ (U). Twin B firs | is de- 
—‘Bedtime Story (Col) and Gentle- the ir itial runs. They are the successors to the mid- 5 — 4 “th $37 ai nNticre ‘Roxie Hart.’ starring a . on ". ww 1 . "¢ > ‘ 9 9 a 
man Heart’ (20th). Opened well and Soha, “Malia f stro ictures which now are in Despite hostile press Novices, snes art, starring | wood Bowl, but only a light $2.30 
will get strong $7,400. Last week,| winter barrage of strong M na list na ‘woman of Ginger Rogers, is beating all predictions at the Roxy, | this week. Last week ‘Wolf Ma: 
‘Bahama Passage’ (Par) and ‘Glamour | the subsequent “"~ = me yd h ) Cc tains of the New York, where it will turn in $65,000 on its first | (U) and ‘Mad Doctor Market St. (U), 
Boy’ (Par), fell off badly on the sec- | the Year’ (M-G), ‘Son of Fury’ @ th » ‘Cap ome bn n anal. 1$2,100 in fourth session for sligh 
"Tatton ‘Antes ‘Park ) (1,000; 35 Clouds CRMs, “Se Re ee Se eRe LUA a For the others, there is little outstanding, except for | profit. 
United Artists (Parker ‘ ; vo- 


Hart’ (20th). . 

‘Woman’ shows no let up in its appeal at the Music 
Hall. New York. Third week, better than $100,000— 
terrific. End of engagement not yet in sight. Tyrone 
Power in ‘Fury’ continues at a fast clip, ‘Variety 


$42,000, in two theatres, the week’s gross for ‘Johnny | ee Se ar Gacethaiias 
Eager’ (M-G) in Boston. Abbott & Costello road | Heart’ (20th). Weekend boomed this 
rough shod over competition in St. Louis in ‘Ride Em Last week. ‘Design 
Cowboy’ (U) to $16,000 and fine $13,000 in Baltimore. 


40-50)—‘Woman of Year’ (M-G) (2d 
wk). Still going strong, great $7,500 
on holdover. Last week, same film, 


| to a solid $6,000. 
terrific $9,000. 


Scandal’ (M-G) and ‘Kildare Victory’ 








a 7 it ‘Ball of Fire’ (Goldwyn-RKO) hit the jackpot in | (M-G), light $4,200. 
correspondents from various cities reporting capaci y Brooklyn at 22G. 
Then Meet the Sarge takes. ‘Frisco holdover is $12,000 after an initial 20G; ‘How Green Was My Valley’ (20th), which has 


topped the money list for several months, finally ended Ready to Explode 
six weeks’ first-run at State-Lake, Chicago, ‘Man Who | Hollywood, Feb. 24 
Came to Dinner’ (WB) played to 20G each in Boston! Betty Grable, John Payne and Vic- 
and ’Frisco. ‘Hellzapoppin’ (U) has had good openings Mature, originally slated for 
but in only a few instances has held up on carryovers. | ‘White Collar Girl,’ a William Perl- 
With the threat of blackouts along both coasts (the berg production at 20th-Fox, have 
California sector was dimmed last Monday night), | been shifted to ‘Strictly Dynamite,’ 
trade in the theatres may undergo some drastic | to be produced by William LeBaron 
changes from present routine. Some exhibitors are ex- | with Gregory Ratoff directing, start- 
perimenting in earlier showings of the night's feature, | ing Mareh 9. _ 
counting on getting an audience safely inside during! ‘White Collar Girl _ has 
the longer twilight of war time. shelved for future shooting. 


Memphis, Denver, Seattle, all big. 

‘Captains of the Clouds’ is soaring to high figures 
where playing. James Cagney in the uniform of 
R. C. A. F. and the color presentation make for a strong 
combination. In New York’s Strand, second week is 
$42,000, following a smash $48,000 opening stanza. Los 
Angeles reports $36,000 at two houses, best in town, 
land Philadelphia $20,000. Other spots where playing 
are equally strong. 

Ernst Lubitsch’s “fo Be’ possesses special draw as 
the last film made by Carole Lombard. She is starred 
with Jack Benny. Only opening this week was in 
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Hollywood, Feb. 24. 
William Holden goes into the| 
Army as soon as he finishes ‘Meet | 
the Stewarts’ at Columbia, in about | 
five weeks. Originally called two 
weeks ago, the actor was granted a 
deferment when the studio explained 
that it would suffer heavy loss if 
he were taken out of the picture. 
Player’s contract is held jointly 
by Columbia and Paramount. 
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| HART KEEPS ’EM ROLLING (IN THE 
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‘Blues in Night’-L. Welk $18,000, Pitt 


Leader; Hellz’ 9G, 


Woman 136 on 2d 
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Pittsburgh, Feb. 24. 

With holdovers in half of down- 
town’s: six first-runs, new pix are 
getting a break this week and cash- 
ing in nicely. Fulton started slowly 
with ‘Hellzapoppin,’ but by week’s 
end, when second sessions for the 
h.o.’s got underway, screwball com- 
edy had developed into a smash and 
pickup insures another stanza. Combo 
of Lawrence Welk and ‘Blues in the 
Night’ will keep Stanley comfort- 
ably in the black, and double bili of 
‘Men in Her Life’ and ‘Gentleman 


at Heart’ doing fair in abbreviated 
five-day run at Senator. 


Estimates for This Week 


Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 30-50)— 
‘Hellzapoppin’ (U). Lot of interest 
in this one, as indicated by the 
$110,000 original did in four weeks 
of its two engagements here at Nix- 
on, legit house. Film should get at 
least $9,000, which means h.o. Last 
week, ‘Lady for Night’ (Rep) and 
‘Cadet Girl’ (20th), around $4,000. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (2,300; 30-40- 
50)—‘Woman of Year’ (M-G) (2d 
wk). Under ordinary circumstances, 
opening week’s biz for this one, 
about $18,000, wouldn’t have war- 
ranted a h.o. at a house that seldom 
holds ’em, regardless of biz, but with 
little product in sight Penn also 
has to get the most out of every- 
thing. Looks like $13,000 at least 
this week. 

Ritz (WB) (800; 30-40-50)—‘Man 
to Dinner’ (WB) (41h wk). Fading 
away in wind-up of month’s engage- 
ment downtown. Tapering off to 
weak $1,700, on top of okzy 33,600 
last week. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750; 30-40-50) 
—‘Men in Life’ (Col; and ‘Gentle- 
man Heart’ (20th). Twin bill booked 
in at last minute, opening Sunday 
(22) when third week of ‘Son of 
Fury’ (20th) failed to hold up as 
expected. Twinner should do around 
$3,500 in five days, with house go- 
ing to a regular Friday opening this 
week (27) with ‘Ride "Em Cowboy’ 
(U). Last week, ‘Fury’ in four days 
of third week, about $3,000. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800; 30-44-60-66) 
—Blues in Night’ (WB) and Law- 
rence Welk’s orch. Considering fact 
that it’s first stage date for Welk 
here and that his star has only lately 
begun to rise, $18,000 isn’t bad. 
Last week, Ina Ray Hutton-Mischa 
Auer with ‘Playmates’ (RKO), just 
short of $19,000. 


Warner (WB) (2,000; 30-40-50)— 
‘Dumbo’ (RKO) (2d wk). Word-of- 
mouth, continued plugging in the 
columns and on the theatre pages 
should give this one around $4,000 at 
least for its h.o., not bad. Last week, 
great $9,000 to surprise everybody 


NEWARK BIZ GOOD; 
ROONEY FINE $17,000 


Newark, Feb. 24. 

Every first-run house in town is 
doing terrific business this week. 
‘Babes on Broadway,’ at the State, 
has the lead, with ‘Captains of the 
Clouds,’ at the Branford, and ‘Bahama 
Passage,’ at the Paramount, directly 
behind. 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Indie) (2,000; 25-35-50-60) 
—Small Town Deb’ (20th) plus 
Juliette’s All-American Girl orch, 
Hal LeRoy and Georgie Price on 
stage. These and five extra vaude 
acts Monday evening will draw weak 
$12,000. Last week, ‘Road to Happi- 
ness’ (Mono)* and Lionel Hampton’s 
band, good $15,000. 

Branford (WB) (2,800: 28-33-44-55) 








—Captains of Clouds’ (WB). Will 
grab a dandy $16,500. Last week, 
‘Hellzapoppin’ (U) and ‘Paris Call- 


ing’ (U), okay $15,000. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 20-28-39-44) 
—‘Birth of Blues’ (Par) and ‘Kath- 
leen’ (M-G). This second-run set has 
been getting poor attendance and 
will probably take mild $2,200. Last 


week, ‘Two-Faced Woman’ (M-G) 
and ‘Bombay Clipper’ (U), good 
$2,900. 

Paramount (Adams-Par) (2.090: 


30-35-44-55 )—‘Bahama Passage’ (Par) 
and ‘No Hands Clock’ (Par). Likely 
to get fine $16,000. Last week. ‘Lady 
for Night’ (Rep) and ‘Pardon Stripes’ 
(Rep), poor $10,000. 


Proctor’s (RKO) (2,400: 28-44-60) 
—Remember the Day’ (20th) and 
‘Confirm or Deny’ (20th) (2d wk). 
These, plus five-act vaude program 
Monday and Tuesday evenings, get- 
ting fine $13,500. Last week, solid 
$19,000. 


State (Loew’s) (2,600; 28-33-44-55) 
—‘Babes Broadway’ (M-G) and ‘Miss 
Polly’ (UA). Mickey Rooney popu- 
larity here is helping house catch 
great $17.000. Last week, ‘Corsican 
Bros.’ (UA) and ‘Confessions of 
Boston Blackie’ (Col) (2d wk), neat 
$12,500. 


Fire,’ $22,000, Blazing 
In B’klyp; ‘Sullivan, 176 


Brooklyn, Feb. 24. 

‘Ball of Fire,’ at RKO Albee, doing 
booming biz in downtown sector. 
Third week of ‘Babes cn Broadway’ 
and ‘Yank on Burma Road’ also 
garnering coin. 

. Estimates fer This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,274; 30-40-50-55) 
—Ball of Fire’ (RKO). Sweeping 
town to tune of magnificent $22,000. 
Last week, ‘Hellzapoppin’ (U) and 
‘Paris Calling’ (U), nice $19,000. 

Fox (Fabian) (4,023; 20-40-50-55) 
—‘Bill Hickok’ (WB) and ‘Kildare’s 
Victory’ (M-G) (2d wk). Good $15,- 
000. Last week, ditto. 

Met (Loew’s) (3,618; 30-40-50-55) 
—‘Babes Broadway’ (M-G) and 
‘Burma Road’ (M-G) (3d wk). Good 
$17,000. Last week strong $20,000. 

Paramount (Fabian) (4,126; 30-40- 





50-55)—‘Sullivan’s Travels’ (Par) 
and ‘Pacific Blackout’ (Par). Satis- 
factory $17,000. Last week, ‘All 


Through Night’ (WB) and ‘Glamour 
Boy’ (Par) (2d wk), good $17,000. 

Strand (WB) (2,800; 30-40-50-55) 
—Hurricane Smith’ (Rep) and Ina 
Ray Hutton’s orch. Okay $6,000 in 
four days. Last week, ‘No Hands 
Clock’ (Par) and stage show with 
Milis Bros. and ‘Bob Chester’s orch, 
good $8,000, for same period. 


Blizz, Lent Dent 
Cleve: Woman’ 


Bright $19,000 


Cleveland, Feb. 24. 

Snow and ice-covered streets do- 
ing more damage than Lent to 
grosses. Suburbanites have gone into 
hibernation until th2 snowstorms 
blow over. ‘Ice-Capades’ landslide 
biz at Arena also trimmed sails of 
flicxer houses over weekend. 

‘Woman of Year’ displaying great- 
est amount of virility, gunning for 
$19,000 and rating a h.o. if it cracks 
that figure. Hipp also doing well 
with ‘Captains of Clouds,’.but Palace 
is riding in an average rut with 
‘Bedtime Story,’ despite stage work 
of Connie Boswell and Woody Her- 
man’s orch. 

Estimates for This Week 

Al.-a (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55)— 
‘Son of Fury’ (20th) (3d wk). Just 
okay $4,500, after reaping fine $6,500 
last round. 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 30-35-42- 
55)—‘Captains Clouds’ (WB). Flying 
for good $13,000, or a shade better. 
Last chapter, ‘Look Who’s Laughing’ 
(RKO), $10,500, so-so. 

Lake (Warner) (800; 30-35-42-55) 
—Look Who’s Laughing’ (RKO). 








Not even worth the shiftover, dull 
$1,000 indicated. Last week, ‘Call 
Out Marines’ (RKO), had more life, 
$1,500. 

Palace (RKO) (3,700; 30-35-42-55- 
66)—‘Bedtime Story’ (Col) plus 
Woody Herman’s orch and Connie 
Boswell. Satisfactory $18,000. Last 


round, ‘Wild Bill Hickok’ (WB) and 
Sammy Kaye’s orch, so-so $17,000 
during one of season’s coldest weeks, 
which hurt Kaye’s return to home- 
town. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450: 30-35-42-55) 
—Woman -of Year’ ®M-G). Has 
enough power and momentum to hit 
around $19,000. Last week, ‘Gone 
With Wind’ (M-G), on third visit, 
hapvpy $18,000. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (1.872: 30-35-42- 


55)—Gone With Wind’ (M-G). 
Moveover getting good $8,000. Up 
ahead, ‘Design Scandal’ (M-G) (2d 


wk), nice $5,000. 


HEPBURN-TRACY TORRI 
$17,000 IN PROVIDENCE 


Providence, Feb. 24. 

‘Woman of the Year’ at Loew’s 
State is getting the big play this 
week, with ‘Louisiana Purchase,’ in 
third week at Strand, and ‘Hellz- 
apoppin,’ in secord stanza at Albee, 
also doing very nicely. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Hellzapoppin’ (U) and ‘Father Takes 
Wife’ (RKO) (2d wk). Fell off a bit, 
but still good enough for nice $7,500. 
Socko $13,000 in first session. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 28-39- 
50)—‘Son Fury’ (20th) and ‘Young 
America’ (20th) (2d run). Stepping 
along to good $3,000. Last week, 
‘Man Dinner’ (WB) and ‘Steel Against 
Sky’ (20th) (2d run), fine $3,000. 

Fay’s (Indie) (1,400; 28-39-50)— 
‘Castle in Desert’ (20th) and vaude. 
| Fairish $5,800. Last week, ‘Treat ’Em 








Rough’ (U) and vaude, good $6,500. 
Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Roxie Hart’ (20th) and ‘Sunny Side’ 
29th). Good $10,000. Last week, 
‘Son Fury’ (20th) and ‘Young Amer- 
ica’ (20th), knockout $14,000. 
Metropolitan (Indie) (3,200; 44-55- 
65)—‘Man Headquarters’ (Mono), 
and Maxie Rosenbloom, Mischa Auer 
and Clyde Lucas’ orch. Not quite as 
well as expected with $9,000 in four- 
day run. Profit for house, however. 
State (Loew) (3,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Woman of Year’ (M-G) and ‘Kath- 
leen’ (M-G). Hepburn-Tracy going 
to town, with Washington’s birthday 
helping towards big $17,000. Last 
week, ‘Shanghai Gesture” (UA) and 
‘District Attorney’ (Rep), good 
$12,600. 

Strand (Indie) (2,000; 28-39-50)— 
‘Louisiana Purchase’ (Par) (3d wk). 
Still attracting attention for swell 
$5,000. Last week, nifty $6,000. 


‘CAPTAINS’ 186 
PACES BALTO 


Baltimore, Feb. 24. 

Loew’s Century and Keith’s both 
raised their weekend night prices for 
downstairs seats this week, getting 
55c instead of 44c. ther downtown- 
ers presently standing pat on present 
admission set-ups. Biz couivinues big 
with ‘Captains of the Clouds’ at the 
Stanley and ‘Woman of the Year’ at 
the Century mopping up in fullsome 
style. 

“extra good action is reported also 
for ‘Son of Fury’ at the small-seater 
New. 








Estimates for This Week 
Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 17- 
28-44-55)— ‘Woman oc: Year’ (M-G). 
Clicking brightly with upped prices 
on weekends plus Monday holiday 
helping to a solid $17,000. Last week, 


‘Bugle Sounds’ ‘(M-G), all right 
$12,200. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
17-25-28-39-44-55-66) — ‘Ball Fire’ 


(RKO) (24 wk) plus h.o. of vaude. 
Strong $13,000 after chalking up a 
healthy $16,200 opening round. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 17- 
28-33-39-44-55)—‘Ride "Em Cowboy’ 
(U), Getting an extra nice $13,000 
helped by weekend scale tilt. Last 
week, ‘Hellzapoppin’ (U), five days 
of third week. Pleasing $22,700 for 
two and a half weeks. 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 20-40)—Mr., 
Mrs. North’ (M-G). Fairish $3,500. 
Last week, ‘Go West’ (Col). Mild 
2,900. 

: New (Mechanic) (1,581; 17-28-35- 
44)—‘Son Fury’ (20th). Good $8,000, 
a very solid figure for this limited 
seater. Last week, ‘Remember Day 
(20th) (3d wk), added nice $3,300 to 
$11,400 registered in previous weeks. 

Roslyn (Levin) (800; 17-25-40-55) 
—‘Sgt. York’ (WB) (6th wk). Moye- 
over from Stanley holding up profit- 
ably to $3,000 after good $18,400 on 
previous five sessions. s 

Stanley (WB) (3,280: 17-28-40-55 ) 
—‘Captains Clouds’ (WB). Leading 
town, wth a big $18,000. Last week, 
‘All Through Night’ (WB) (2d wk), 
added all right $7,900 to good initial 


sesh at $13.800. 
Times (Daker) (740: 17-28-39 )— 
‘Confessions Boston Blac*‘e’ (Col). 


Fairish $1,800. Last week, ‘Vampire 
Bat’ (Indie), mild $1,200. 


MEMPHIS B.0. SOLID: 
CINGER SNAPPY 27,500 


Memphis, Feb. 24. 
Main street hit pay dirt this week. 
Four big films descended on the town 
at once and they’re all grabbing 
nifty coin. 








General indications point to ‘Wom- at ages asc (og a following Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 11- 
an of the Year’ nosing slightly ahead | ‘4S' weeks big $6,500. Pic drew/39.44)'Man to Dinner’ (WB). 
at Loew’s Palace of competitive ‘Cap- — $18,000 in initial week at Al-| Brought house back 2 regular 

ins of the Clouds,’ at Warner; ‘Roxie : . ednesday openings and due to stay 
ew Loew’s State, and Malco’s |, Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 28-33-42) — awhile. Big $11,000 and certain hold- 
‘Ball of Fire.’ Close Call Ellery Queen’ (Col) and|over. Last week, ‘Bahama Passage’ 

: -— ‘Blondie to Colyege’ (Col). Another| (Par), second week of five days, 
Estimates for This Week try for this stand with duals and | under $4,000, slow. ; 
| Warner (WB) (2,000; 10-33-44)— | ]owered scale. Poor $2,000. Last| Orpheum (RKO) (1,600; 11-30-44) 
‘Captains Clouds’ (WB). Cagney | week, ‘All Through Night’ (WB) (2d |—‘Blues in Night’ (W*, and ‘Forty 
opus right down local customers |run), at 33-40-50 scale, fair $3,500. |Thousand Horsemen’ (Mono). Fair 
alley and blitzing away toward| palace (RKO) (2,600; 33-40-50)— | $6,200. Last week, ‘Died With Boots’ 
| $7,500. Holdover already set. Last | ‘Ride ’Em Cowboy’ (U). Dandy $12,-|(WB) and ‘Obliging Young Lady’ 
week, Dangerously Live (WB), 1/000. Last week, ‘Son Fury’ (20th) (RKO), second week, average $5,000. 
| $4,300, not bad. — 9 800: 10-23-44) | all right $10,500. | Tower (Joffee) (2,110; 11-30)— 
| Malco (Lightman) (2,800; 10-33-44) | Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 33-44-50)— | ‘Melody Lane’ (U) and vaude. Aver- 
the Ball Fire (RAC cS “tut dd th : | ‘Body Disappears’ (WB) and Sammy | age $6,000. Last week, ‘Gentleman 
goes back to Mr. Deeds stuff and the |Kaye’s orch. Swinging to a good|at Heart’ (0th) and vaude, ditto. 


folks swarm back to the Malco, 
mebbe to $7,500. Last week, ‘Hellza- 
poppin’ (U), $7,500, wham. 

State (Loew) (2,600; 10-33-44)— 
‘Roxie Hart’ (RKO). Ginger Rogers 
is black-bottoming own way for 
$7,500, heavy sugar. Last week, ‘Son 
Fury’ (20th) (2d wk), $2,500, about 


as expected. 

Palace (Loew) (2,200; 10-33-44)— 
‘Woman Year’ (M-G). Hepburn, 
Tracy nudging take to big $8,000. 
Last week, ‘Bugle Sounds’ (M-G), 
$5,000, ahead of anticipations. 

Strand (Lightman) (1,000; 10-22- 
33)—‘Shut Big Mouth’ (Col), three 
days; ‘Confessions Boston Blackie’ 
(Col), one day, and ‘Bombay Clipper’ 
(U), three days. Okay $1,706. Last 
week, ‘Great Dictator’ (UA), re-run, 
three days: ‘Call Ellery Queen’ 
(Rep), one day, and ‘Cowboy Sere- 
nade’ (Rep), three days; $1,500, all 
right. 








H.0.S, LENT BOP MONT’L 


‘Babes’ $6,500, ‘Valley’ 6G on 2d 
Week—‘Bahama’ Mild 5G 








Montreal, Feb. 24. 
Three holdovers at firsteruns and 
some mild dualers are not helping 
usual Lent slump, starting in early 
here. 
Estimates for This Week 

Palace (CT) (2,700: 30-45-62)— 
‘Green Valley’ (20th) (2d wk). Good 
$6,000 after nice $7,500 last week. 

Capitol (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62)— 
‘Bahama Passage’ (Par) and ‘No 
Hands on Clock’ (Par). Fair $5,000. 
Last week, ‘Sullivan’s Travels’ (Par) 
and ‘Pacific Blackout’ (Par), better 
at $5,500. 

Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 35-53-67)— 
‘Babes Broadway’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Pointing to neat $6,500 after a lush 
$8,000 last week. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 30-40-53)— 
‘Call Out Marines’ (RKO) and ‘Play- 
mates’ (RKO). Meagre $4,000. Last 
week, ‘Wolf Man’ (U) and ‘Jail 
‘House Blues’ (U), so-so $3,500. 

Orpkeum (Ind) (1,100; 30-40-60)— 
‘Shanghai Gesture’ (UA) (2d wk). 
Looks like a g% 2 $3,500, following 
snappy $5,500 last week. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,500; 30- 
40)—‘La Charette Fantome’ and 
‘Vieille d’Armes.’ Despite Lent, good 
$4,500. Last week, ‘L’Embuscade’ and 
‘Francois Premier,’ nice $5,300, 


Cagney $13,000, 
‘Cowboy’ $12,000, 


Nitty In Cincy 


Cincinnati, Feb. 24. 

Strong takes by ‘Captains of 
Clouds,’ at Albee, and ‘Ride "Em 
Cowboy,’ at Palace. with the Cag- 
ney pic a notch in front, are help- 
ing cinema center’s trade currently 
to keep up with last week’s okay 
level. 

Shubert, in last week of stage 
shows, is racking up a hefty mark 
with Sammy Kaye’s band as the 
magnet. House goes straight pix 
next week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 33-40-50)— 
‘Captains of Clouds’ (WB). Very 
good $13,000. Last week, ‘Bahama 
Passage’ (Par), fairly good $10,000. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 45-55)— 
‘Gone With Wind’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Second week of second return 
stretching showing in this house to 
16th week. Swell $6,500, after last 
week’s great $11,000. 


third week. 

amily (RKO) (1,000; 15-28)— 
‘Four Jacks’ (RKO) and ‘No Hands 
Clock’ (Par), split with ‘Man Re- 
urned’ (Col) and ‘Law Timber’ 
(PRC). Average $2,100. Ditto last 
week for ‘Boston Blackie’ (Col) and 
‘Melody Lane’ (U), divided with 
‘North Klondike’ (U) and ‘Borrowed 
Hero’ (Mono). 

Grand (RKO) (1,420; 30-49-50)— 
‘Son Fury’ (20th). Moveover from 
Palace for seetond stanza on front 
line. Fair $4,500. Same last week 
on ‘Rise and Shine’ (20th). 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 33-40-50) 
—‘Louisiana Purchase’ (Par) (2d 
wk). Holding for second week of 











$14,000 for windup of theatre’s combo 
policy this season; going straight pic. 
Last week, ‘Sing Worries Away’ 
(RKO) and Connie Boswell heading 
vaude, nice $11,000. 


Metro’s Cincy Chirper 


Lucille Norman, 20-year-old Cin- 
cinnati soprano, has been inked to 
| a term pact by Metro. Femme, reg- 
|ular warbler on WLW, was caught 
by member of the studio’s eastern 
talent staff at one of the Metro- 
politan Auditions of the Air. 











| the Coast at once. 
'about a week. 


May hold for | 








Cagney, $20,000, Ginger, 196, Lead | 
Philly B.Os; 4 1.0. In Money 


Philadelphia, Feb. 24. 

Two top-flight pix bowed in this 
session to heavy patronage, while 
business in general continues to have 
a healthy tinge along Philly’s film 
rialto. Checking in as the top-grosser 
of the week is ‘Captains of the 
Clouds,’ which had a special showing 
at advanced prices for the Inquirer’s 
‘Buy-a-Bomber’ fund Sunday (22) 
prior to its official opening -t the 
Stanley last Wednesday (18). Also 
in the blue chips is ‘Roxie Hart.’ 

Faring less solidly is ‘Lady Is 
Willing’ which is teamed with 
Tommy Tucker’s band at the Earle. 

Estimaies for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Dumbo’ (RKO) (2d wk). Fallin 
off to $8,500. Opener netted soun 
$12,500. 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-46-57) 
—Bugle Sounds’ (M-G) (2d run) 
and ‘Tarzan’s Treasure’ (M-G) (2d 
run). Split week getting sour $1,900. 
Last week, ‘Look Who’s Laughing’ 


(RKO), okay $2.500 for 2ond run, 
Boyd (WB) (2.560: 35. :6-57-68)— 
‘Woman of Year’ (M-G) (3d wk). 


Checking in with nice $11,000. Second 
week, heftv $16.000. 

Earle (WB) (2.768; 35-46-57-68-75) 
—‘Lady Is Willing’ (Col) with 
Tommy Tucker orch and ‘Little 
Tough Guys’ in person. Fair $18,000. 
Last week, ‘Gentleman at Heart’ 
(20th) and Earl Carroll’s ‘Vanities,’ 


weak $17.500. 

Fox (WB) (2.425: 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Roxie Hart’ (20th). Ginger’s still a 
good draw: $19.000 for initialer. Last 
week, ‘Son Fury’ (20th), good $12,000 
for third week. 

Kariton (WB) (1.066: 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Son Fury’ (20th) (2d run). Still 
continuing to draw the femmes for 
$5.500. ‘Corsican Bros.’ (UA) like- 
wise grossed good $5.500 for second 


run, 

Keith’s (WB) (2.220: 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Green Valiey’ (TIA) (2d run) (2d 
wk). Drama still has plenty of 
punch, with $5.200 for this try. Last 
week’s opener of second run healthy 
$6.000. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916: 35-46-57-68) 
—Captains Clouds’ (WR). Cagney 
thriller leading the neck for nice 
$20,000. Last week, ‘Hellzapoppin’ 
(U), rank S59NN for holdover sesh. 

Stanton (WP) (1.457: 35-46-57-68) 
—Bill Hickok’ (WR) (2d wk). Sage- 
brusher ridine high for $5,200. 
Opener big $8.500. 


‘WOMAN,’ 146, ‘DINNER,’ 
116, BOTH HEFTY IN K.C. 


Kansas City, Feb. 24. 

Activity among the first runs is 
up considerably over last week. 
Reasons for upswing are ‘Woman of 
the Year,’ bill topper at Midland 
and ‘Man Who Came to Dinner, 
nlaying solc in Newman. Both shows 
ing strong returns. 

Estimates for This Week 





Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- 
west) (820 and 2,043; 11-30-44)— 
Ride ’Em Cowboy’ (U) playing 
single both houses. Opened Wednes- 


day (18) and showing good returns, 
but not hitting the marks of previ- 
ous Abbott & Costello releases. Okay 
$9,500 for nine days. Last week, ‘Son 
of Fury’ (20th), second week, satis- 
factory $5,200. 

Midland (Loew’s) (4,101; 11-30-44) 
—Woman of Year’ (M-G) and 
‘Kathleen’ (M-G). Plenty of b.o. 
power here and adding up to one of 
house’s strongest weeks, $14,000. Last 
week, ‘Shanghai Gesture’ (UA) and 
‘Hay Foot’ (UA), medium $8,000. 





Hits Plan to Cut Down 


Vancouver Boothmen 


Vancouver, B. C., Feb. 24. 
An attempt is being made ‘by cer- 


tain interests’ to scuttle the law 
that compels a theatre owner to 
have two proijectionists on duty 
while a film is being screened, 


James Gerard, delegate of the Pro- 
jectionists’ Union, charged before 
the Trades and Labor council. 
Gerard said he had learned that 
an amendment relaxing the regula- 


Al Altman directed a test in New | tions of the fire marshal’s act, which 
York, which brought a request from | stipulates two projectionists must be 
| Louis B. Mayer to ship the gal to/on duty in picture houses seating 
She'll leave in | 450 persons, was to be sought in the 


' legislature. 
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N. Y. Stagehands Getting Tougher 


In Labor Demands; Want 15%, Tilt 


Recent expectation that unions 
would get tough when it came to re- 
newal of contracts is evidenced by 
the demands made upon Greater 
New York theatres by Local No. 1, 
Theatrical Protective Union (stage- 
hands), with whom negotating dif- 
ficuities are probable. 

The N. Y stagehands has informed 
a labor committee representing 
theatres that it feels 
to a 15% 


called for in the old contract that 
expired on Feb. 1. 


wanted retroactive to Feb. 1, but 


this time Local No. 1 wants a one-| 


year instead of a two-year deal, 
leading to the assumption that it de- 
sires to leave the way open for ad- 
ditional demands next February. 

In addition to the stiff increase in 
scale sought by the stagehands, they 
want two weeks vacation with pay 
instead of one. 

Also, No. 1 is demanding the 
elimination of the so-called seasonal 
employment agreement which here- 
tofore has given theatres the privi- 
lege of dismissing an entire crew 
once a year in favor of hiring a new 
one. In lieu of this the union wants 
to impose upon the theatres the con- 
dition that no one can be dismissed 
except for incompetence, drunken- 
ness or dishonesty. 

Further, the N. Y. deckhands have 
indicated a reclassification of the 
Music Hall, Roxy and State is in 
order. While not setting forth the 


exact demands in this connection so | 


far, it is believed the union has in 
mind a double-crew provision such 
as exists at the Paramount and 
Strand where two shifts are worked. 
due to long operating hours. 
Meeting at which preliminary de- 


mands were presented was held in | 


the office of L. E. 
resenting RKO, with C. C. Mosko- 
witz, of Loew’s; Frank Phelps, rep- 
resenting Warner Bros.; Bob Weit- 
man (Par), and Irving Lesser, man- 
aging director of the Roxy, attend- 
ing. Union was represented by Bob 
Anstedt, president; Solly Pernik, v.p. 


and Vincent Jacoby, business agent. 
Another session to go further into | 


the matter will probably be held 


before the end of this week. 


FREE TAXI SERVICE AS 
BIZ HYPO IN PHILL 


Philadelphia, Feb. 24. 





An experiment is being tried by 
the Stanley-Warner circuit for the| 
the 
Hill-Mount Ajry 


Sedgewick, a nabe_ in 
swanky Chestnut 


section of Philadelphia. 


key 


The house, recently refurbished, | 
has instituted, among lesser innova- | 
tions, free taxicab service to and| 


from the theatre within a mile ra- | 


dius of the house. 


The cab service is worked out on 
a special rate deal with a taxi firm 
building up its neighborhood service 
in view of the tire and auto ration- 
In order to get the free trans- 
be four or 


ing. 
portation, there must 
more persons coming together. 


S-W officials are watching the re-| With Soviet picture now that 
sults of this experiment with a view | they’ve recently come back into the 
to extending the policy to other; s00d graces of the American film 
houses in the better residential sec- | —s0ing public. 
tions of the city and suburbs. Whenever Art Cinema, local for- 

William Yurasko is manager of/ eign film site, books in a Russian 
the Sedgewick. The idea was} pi ll it can expect from the Sun- 
worked c it with Steve Barutio, man-;| Tele is a two-stick reader before 
eager of the district im which the} opening day, and that is all No 
Sedgewick is located. review whatever. First Soviet film 

— er |to play Art Cinema in couple of 
x T « 7 Tri li’ bom s, he ; ee in aren Ru: sia,’ 
was double-billed with reissue in 

riple for “Trmolt 


it is entitled | 
increase in salary as well | 
as various conditions which were not | 


This boost is | 


Thompson, rep- | 





In Other Words, It’s An 
OK Par Publicity Stun 


Cleveland, Feb. 24. 

Four local relatives of Bob Hope, 
who grew up in Cleveland, or- 
ganized a Bob Hope fan club here 
as a timely plug for the star’s ‘Lou- 
isiana Purchase,’ during its run at 
Loew’s State. Charter was drawn 
up by Ed Fisher, the theatre’s pub- 
| licizer, who also nominated Ivar 
| Hope, Fred Hope, Milton Hope and 
| Sidney Hope to the organization’s 
board of governors. 

They’re all brothers and nephews 
of the actor who are building up a 
collection of his first snapshots, let- 
| ters and schoolbooks he used here. 
Slogan of the club, according to Milt 
Hope, his uncle and head of the 
Hope Metal Products Co., is ‘While 
there’s Bob, there’s Hope.’ 


20,000 Kids Partied By 
J. H. Cooper in Feteing 
His Son’s 13th Birthday 


Lincoln, Neb., Feb. 24. 

For the entertainment of some 20,- 
000 youngsters in the territory of 
Joseph H. Cooper’s partnership with 
Warners and Paramount—Nebraska, 
Oklahoma and Colorado—the Cooper 
houses were thrown open Saturday 
| (21) in observance of the 13th birth- 
day of Joseph Cooper, Jr. 

All the situations, in tieups with 
local newspapers, had open house, 
with kids admitted free for pix plus 
| candy and ice cream. 

Annual goodwill stunt 
|in vogue for 12 years. 


VIC SHAPIRO HEADS 














has been 








Independent press agents formed 
a permanent organization, The Free- 
and elected Vic 
| Shapiro president, Dale Armstrong 


Lance Publicists, 


| v.p., Jack Melvin secretary, Maury 


| Foldare treasurer, and Beverly Batr- 
on 


| nett publicity contact. Named 

| the executive committee were Rus- 
sell Birdwell, Alan Gordon, 
Miller, Eric Ergenbright and Nor- 
man Millen. 

| Committee is drawing up a con- 

| stitution and bylaws to be adopted 
at the next meeting, March 4. First 

| huddle was attended by 21. 


Hearst Still Frowns On 





Pittsburgh, Feb. 24. 


! . 
Rest of the Allied world may look 


upon Russia as a friend now, but 
not William Randolph Hearst. He 
still has to make up with ‘Pal Joey’ 
Stalin. At least that’s the attitude 


of his local afternoon sheet, the Sun- 
Telegraph, which will have no truck 


oul 


Punctured Romance’ and Hears 


Mack 


Russia, Even Vodka Pix 


1d ef Charlie Chaplin’s ‘Tillie’s | 


t | 


eel: 


sheet devoted its entire notice 
bill to ‘Tillie,’ just mentioning ‘Day 
In Soviet Russia’ in last line. 


San Diego, Feb. 24. 


Triple world premiere of ‘To the 
Shores of Tripoli, story of the U.S. 
Marines, is slated here March 24 in 
three theatres, the Fox, State and | 
Plaza. 

Half the picture, produced by ! 
20th-Fox, was filmed here at the 
Marine base, vith hundreds of sea- 
going soldiers for atmosphere. 





Defense Stamp Admish 


Jersey City, Feb. 24. 





‘Stamp Out Peril’ show Monday 
| morning (23) for children, in an ef- 
Kistner Prexies Painters | fort to assist the Government bond 
ee | drive. 
y Hollywood, Feb. 24. A 10c defense stamp admitted a 
Motion Picture Painters Local 644; child and a 25c stamp an adult. 
elected Jack Kistner president to | 
1 succeed Jack Warnock, resigned. to the Government. Show, pre- 
: 





¢ = Sesceees 





Kistner won the ballot over three; sented before the usual opening of 
up of shorts 


} opponents, William Ball, A. Fried- | the State, was made 
*/ man and Ernst Hoffman. 


ae 


| having kid appeal. 


of | 


Skouras’ State theatre here ran a | 


Management is turning receipts over | 


Olivier-Howard-Massey 
Film in 5-City Premiere 


Preem of Columbia’s ‘The In- 
| yvaders’ at the Capitol, N. Y., Maren 
| 5, will be followed by four similar 
ballyhooed debuts in other cities. 
They'll be held March 19 at the 
Strand, Providence; Shubert, Cin- 
| cinnati; Lafayette, Buffalo, and Lin- 
| coln, Miami Beach. 

Picture was made in England and 
Canada and stars Laurence Olivier, 
| Leslie Howard and Raymond Mas- 
sey. It was originally titled ‘49th 
Parallel.’ 


BERLIN NIXES 
3oTH ANNI 
BALLY 








Irving Berlin has asked Paramount 
to lay off the third-of-a-century 
ballyhoo in connection with ‘Holi- 
day Inn,’ Bing Crosby-Fred Astaire 
filmusical, slated for July release, 
which Berlin composed. The song- 
smith, by actual calendar date, is 
marking 35 years in Tin Pan Alley, 
but he doesn’t want that tied in with 
the Par picture to any sentimental 
or other extraordinary degree. 

He’s requested Par’s~Al Wilkie to 
make broadcast tieups; in fact, Ber- 
lin will make the usual cocktailery 
trips to huddie with key city press 
people, as he did for 20th-Fox’s ‘Tin 
Pan Alley,’ but beyond that it’s just 
another straightforward commercial 
deal, says Berlin. As a 10% gross 
participant in the film’s success, he’ll 
naturally tie in as far as possible on 
ballyhoo and merchandising, but any 
other fanfare, as regards the 35th 


anniversary, he requests, must be 
softpedalled. 
Berlin is due back in Hollywood 





in three weeks or so to view the 


COAST INDIE FLACKS) = <= 





FOREIGN AD-PUBLICITY 
CHIEFS SET CAMPAIGNS 





| mittee, group of foreign ad-publicity 
|chiefs formed by major film com- 
‘panies as well as Republic, will 
| huddle next Monday (2) to 


again 


idiscuss developments on its plan to | 


cooperate with the Co-Ordinator of 
Inter-American Affairs. At the last 
|session about a week ago, the com- 
|mittee assigned definite duties to 
| rape from each distributor after 
lelecting Kenneth Clark, chairman, 
fand Joel Swensen, secretary. 

While the committee decided to 
allow the matter of placing pa- 
triotie slogans on advertising matter, 
as suggested by Gerald Keyser, of 
Warner Bros., 
panies, subsequent 
that the suggestion 
carried out in 
Latin-American countries. 

Keyser’s slogan was picked up in 
|Cuba and approved 
|Board in that country. 
translation of the slogan is ‘Cam- 
|paign for Victory: United We Will 
Be Victorious.” Words were shifted 
around a bit in Chile, and then 
adopted by the Film Board. Warner 


reports 
is already being 


several different 


English 


Bros. will use the same slogan in 
Peru, with approval yet to be given 
by the Film Board. 

In Mexico. the design and words 
have been shifted around a bit but 
all companies there will use the 


logan outlined by Keyser. 


‘To Be’ Still Tripling 


Hollywood, Feb. 24. 

| To Be or Not to Be,’ Carole Lom- 
|bard-Jack Benny starrer which had 
'a three-theatre preem in Los An- 
geles last Thursday (19), will switch 
| theatres Thursday (26), but continue 
ito play in three houses. Opening 
| was at the State. Chinese and Car- 
thay. Carthay will continue the run, 
while the film will be shifted from 
| the State and Chinese to the Wil- 
|shire and United Artists. 

| Pie also debuted last Thursday at 
|; Long Beach and Santa Barbara and 
}On Friday at San Bernardino, Ven- 
|tura and Phoenix. These will be the 
last openings until general release 


;}on March 6, when 350 dates have 
been set. 
Top grosses over the holiday 


| weekend were scored in al! openings. 


The International Publicity Com- | 


up to individual com- | 
indicate | 


by the Film| 


Zukor, Balaban, Agnew to D.C. for New 
Par Exchange Preem; Theatre Briefs 





Numerous Paramount homeoffice 
executives were in Washington over 
the weekend attending festivities in 
connection with the opening of the 
company’s new exchange there, said 
to be the most modern in the coun- 
try. Many exhibitors in the area 
served by Washington attended the 
two days of social events. , 

Functioning hosts were Ear] Swei- 
gart, district manager headquarter- 
ing at Philadelphia, and J. E. Fon- 
taine, Washington branch manager. 

Adolph Zukor, Barney Balaban, 
Neil Agnew, Austin Keough, Bob 
Gillham, Charles Reagan, J. J. Un- 
ger, Oscar Morgan, Alec Moss, G. B. 
J. Frawley, A. J. Richard, Claude 
Lee and C. N. Odell were in D. C. 
from the h.o. 





Goldenson’s Title 

Placed in charge of Paramount 
theatre operations at tre home office 
last summer, relieving Barney Bala- 
ban of these duties, Leonard H. 
Goldenson has been officially. desig- 
nated president of Paramount The- 
atres Service Corp., subsidiary over 
operations. Other titles handed out 
include Sam Dembow, Jr., and Leon 
Netter, vice-presidents; Montague F. 
Gowthorpe, treasurer; Arthur Israel, 
Jr., and Netter, assistant secretaries; 
and Edith Schaefer, an attorney, 
secretary. Dembow, who joined the 
company a year ago, has been act- 
ing as second in command under 
Gecldenson without a title, nor has 
Goldenson had a title. 

Before leaving Par some years 
ago to join National Screen, Dem- 
bow held the title of president of 
Par Theatres Service Corp. 





Nate Goldstein’s Post 
Springfield, Mass., Feb. 24. 
Nathan E, Goldstein, president of 

Western Massachusetts Theatres, 
Inc., has been named regional di- 
rector for western Mass. by the 
Massachusetts committee on public 
safety, amusement industry division. 
His region, No. 2, covers 39 theatres. 
Chief duty will be to train staffs for 
air raids and to protect patrons. 





Hisey Joins UA in Denver 
Memphis, Feb. 24. 
Homer Hisey, former head of 
Warner exchange here, has joined 
United A:.’sts exchange in Denver 
as sale ii. Hisey retired from 
local post iast year because of ill- 
ness. Reported fully recovered. 

. E. (Jack) Downing, owner- 
j|manager of the Haven theatre, 
| Brookhaven, Miss., was seriously in- 
|jured last week when his car 
| the highway and overturned. Show- 
|man suffered fractured skull and in- 
iternal injuries. Howard Martin, 
second occupant of the auto, escaped 
injury. 

Downing is in Kings’ 
hospital in Brookhaven. 





Daughters 


Vancouver Changes 
Vancouver, B. C., Feb. 24. 


Babe Coval, Warners manager 
| here, made. manager of Montreal 
branch. Earl Dalgleish, booker, re- 
places. Douglas White, assistant 


booker, is now chief booker. 


Lincoln, Neb., Mgr. in Air Corps 
Lincc!n- Neb., Feb. 24. 
Former manager Alvin Hendricks, 
of the Varsity, is stationed at Camp 
Wallace, Texas, in the air corps. 


Varsity and State theatres have 
picked up $14,000 worth of im- 
provements: new marquee and tri- 


angular spinning sign at the Varsity 
and new séats at the State. 

Harvey Travlor, manager of the 
Lincoln, into the army. Bob Quinn 
| takes over. 

John Grabenstein, Eustis, Eustis, 
| Ne»., is double-track-minded on pic- 


|tures. Has a theatre and a photo 
| shop. 

Walt Bradley, Neligh, is among 
the busiest of Nebraska’s exhibs. 


He’s on the draft board, park board, 
DOy scout council and leader in the 


Chamber of Commerce. 

} Cleveland Inductions 

| Cleveland, Feb. 24 
Anthony Laurie and Laurence 


assistant managers at 

Warner’s Hippodrome, called into 
Army. Ben Engel, formerly at nabe 
Uptown, and Irving Rueben. in RKO 
| booking department, replacing them. 
| Robert Lytel, manager of State in 
Lima, O., also inducted. 


| Weisberg, 





Kolitz Heads RKO in Denver 

Cincinnati, Feb. 24. 
Albert L. Kolitz, salesman in the 
| RKO Cincinnati exchange, promoted 
| to head the office at Denver, suc- 
|ceeding B. J. McCarthy, resigned. 
| He started in the new post Monday 
| (23). With RKO at Cincinnati since 
| 1936, Kolitz had been with various 
|other companies as salesman previ- 
ously. 








REO’s Three-Ply Drives 
The period of March 14 to April 3 
jhas been set aside for a drive on 
film shipments by RKO as tribute to 
| the company’s three division heads, 
Bob Mochrie, Walter Branson and 
Leo Devaney. Film shipment push 


left | 


is part of the Ned E, Depinet 
drive of RKO. 


sales 





Denver Closings 
Denver, Feb. 24. 
Four closings in the Denver area 
include the Rex at Casper, Wyo., and 
the Rex, Rocky Ford, Colo., operated 
by Gibraler Enterprises: C. J. Colo- 
simo shuttered Rialto, Fruita, Colo. 
and Boyd Buss enlisted in the Army, 
closing his Mesa, Norwood. Colo. 
John Lindhart is -back as assistant 
manager at the Denver, succeeding 
Howard A. Fitzgerald, who enlists, 
Robt. Cain, M-G-M salesman, 
named to board of directors of 
Rocky Mountain Screen Club, suc- 
ceeding Jack Langan, who. was 
moved to K. C. 





Roy Gordon’s Seattle House 
Seattle, Feb. 24. 
Roy Gordon, ex-actor and pro- 
ducer, is up from California, and has 
succeeded Leo Bogart, resigned, as 
manager of yet | Chain’'s Rivoli, 
formerly the State, burlesque house, 





WB’s 70 in Service 
Philadelphia, Feb. 24. 

Seventy members of the Warner 
Bros. organization have been called 
to the colors, officials of the circuit 
and exchange revealed last week. 
Serving with the Army, Navy and 
Marine Corps are the following: 


P. DiMascia, Ted Milke, Al Guinta, 
Pete DeMarco, Ken Schmelz, Warren 
Gordon, Robert Trotta, Alex Allan, 
Harold Hogan, Jack Mulhall, Larry 
Cohen, Jack Radcliff, Herbert 
Abrams, F. Greenberg, Harold Bra- 
son, I. Passman, C. Napoliello, Dan 
Davitt, Bob Lear, Thomas Ganzano. 

Also Abe Sherman, William Drau- 
gelis, A. Tanski, L. Sullivan, A. 
Wahle, Al Macks, Tom Fili, Robert 
Willett, John Parton, Don Saunders, 
J. Kirk, Dick Parks, Paul Marsden, 
M. Halko, Herman Lichtman, N. Lie- 
berman, J. Watson, A. Lauria, Ben 
Kaplan, E. Bolinski. 

Also R. Curry, William Haines, 
John Benner, George Domers, I. 
MacFarland, Robert Frick, Robert 
Scott, William Reever, Al Orodenjer, 
David Cooper, S. Rosen, M. Presby, 
E. Zehringer, J. Sacks, W. Jacoby, 
J. Angeline, Robert Gibbons, Thomas 
Lainhoff, B. Abramson, Fred Martin, 
A. Pomante, Paul London, R. Nubb- 
myer, William Bloch, S. Rabinowitz, 
S. Derfler, A. Blumberg, Fred Em- 
hardt and James Welsh. 


Legit ‘Purchase’ As 
Pic Version’s Trailer 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 24. 

During two-week run of ‘Louisi- 
ana Purchase’ in Pittsburgh, Penn 
thectre, where screen version will 
play, grabbed a lot of publicity for 
film by keeping columnists supplied 
with information that picture would 
open five days after play closed, de- 
Spite insistence of stage producers 
that a contract clause called for at 
least a fortnight’s lapse. As it so 
happened, h.o. of ‘Woman of the 
| Year,” with ‘Captains of the Clouds’ 
yet to follow at Penn. will push 
‘Purchase’ back but interest cinema 
house managed to stir up while 
| Original was still running in town 
|is expected to be of endless value 
in time at b.o. 

As far as ‘Purchase’ (stage) is 
concerned, however, it doesn’t be- 
lieve two versions attract same type 
of audience and as proof of that, 
musical is going into Boston for an 
engagement despite fact that pic- 
ture has already been released there. 
Boston will follow Was! 
where show is currently playing. and 

will wind up show’s tour. 





Hub run 


Bergman’s Special Bally 
For U; May HQ N.Y. Later 


Hollywood, Feb. 24. 

Maurice Bergman, former New 
York advertising head of 20th-Fox. 
is at the Universal studio huddling 
with John Joseph, publicity head of 
the company. on future picture 
campaigns. Reported this is a pre- 
lude to his transfer to the home 
Office in N. Y. 

Tou Pollock is in charge of pub- 
licity-advertising on the eastern end. 





Nate Blumberg, president of U, 
states he knows nothing of a h.0o. 
post for Bergman though confirming 
he is at the studio working with 
Joseph on special exploitation mat- 
| ters. 
| This could mean Bergman mav be- 
jcome exploitation director of the 
company at N. Y. 
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"ENGAGEMENTS 


THE PICTURE that holds Broadway’s long-run 
Coll distem oliaitlacMe-vxolce Malo mel (oh alate MeMcciitian’ 
engagement at the Broadway after a record 
51 weeks at $2.20 top...ready for presenta- 
‘ tion at YOUR regular policy and prices... 


‘THE PICTURE that led reviewers to greafer praise 
than they had ever lavished before... 


THE PICTURE that’s had the greatest publicity cover- 
age in the history of the business. . . 


¥ 


THE PICTURE most eagerly awaited by more people 
than any other poner of record (result of official 
national poll) . 


WALT DISNEY’S 


_ TECHNICOLOR TRIUMPH 


in 
Washington 
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HOUSE REVIEWS 


VARTETY 


Wednesday, February 25, 1912 








PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


Alvino Rey orch (13) with King 
Sisters, Skeets Hurfurt, Gil Lamb, 
Lane Bros., Dick Morgan, Bill Schal- | 
len. Eddie Julian, Don Baker; ‘Ba- | 
hama Passage’ (Par), 


} 


reviewed in| 
‘Variety’ Dec. 10, °41. 

This show consists of performers 
who've been here before, inciuding | 
Alvino Rey’s orchestra with the King 


Sisters, Gil Lamb and the Jane} 
Brothers. It’s brisk, agreeabie di- | 
version over the 56-m nute route, 


with Harry Rubin's effects providing 
nice backgrouna, notably for Don 
Baker's organ stint. Rubin has come 
up with a clever impression of a 
train on the move for Baker's or- 
sanalog of ‘Chattanooga Choo-Choo. 

Rey, of course, still is featured at 
the guitar, includine an electrical 
one. He also carries a regular gui- 
tarist in the band. Outstanding of 
the band arrangements is ‘Heart of | 
Texas, a popular recording by the 
ban Skeets Hurfurt and Bil} 
Schallen step down from the band- 
stanc for voca!s of the number, with 
other members of the orchestra 
backing as a chorus. The two sing- 
ers also appear earlier on the show, 
both of them getting across nicely. | 
Dick Morgan and Eddie Julian} 
weren't doing solos at this catch- 
ing, 

Main song punch is lent 
four King Sisters, all in white and 
making a nice appearance. They do 
five numbers together. while one of 
the girls singles ‘I Said No,’ with Rey 
on the electrical guitar. Sisters as a 
quartet do the special arrangement | 
ot ‘Tiger Rag,’ which they do in 
‘Sing Your Worries Away,’ recent 
Pararaount picture they made with | 
the orch. 

Lamb, lanky comedian under con- | 
tract to Paramount, which recently | 
picked up his option for another | 
year, is a strong hit with talk and | 
hoke. His impression of a jitterbug | 
coming into the Par is extremely | 
funny. while the rou'ine of a mugg-| 
with a mop just inducted into the | 
army also gets bountiful laughs | 
Properly guided he should do well 
in films. 

Lane Bros. are on early in their | 
novelty acrobatics and dancing. with 
the rope-jumping stunts getting them | 
over in sock fashion. Act has plenty 
of originality. Char. | 


by the 


TOWER, K. C. | 
Kansas City, Feb. 21. 
Fern & Frank Andre: Shavo Sher- 
man; Koko & Teddi: Jack Lavier 
& Co.; Jimmy Bunn; Herb Six House 
Orch; Joy Grover; ‘Melody Lane’ (U) .| 
Tower’s bill this week is a standard | 
vaude layout, with medium results 
The Herb Six house orch is on the | 
stage and Jimmy Bunn (New Acts) | 
'S again spotting the acts and adding | 
his Own singing to the offerings. The 
42 minutes strike nearer the house | 
average than the preceding bill. 
Six and his crew start it off with a | 
medley of Latin-American rhythms, | 
and Bunn then takes over to route 
the acts, opening with the Andre | 
brother-sister tap turn. Twosome 
mostly gives out with an eccentric 
Style, but closing modern tap to 
Swing version of ‘Poet and Peasant’ 
Is semi-interpretative and best of 
their antics. In the deuce Shavo | 
Sherman runs throuch hic repertory 
of mimicking name _ performers. 
Wisely selects performers of similar 
Stature and has a bit of flere at imi- 
tating. such as Ted Lewis. Jolson. 
Butterworth and Groucho Marx. | 
Joy Grover. teenish am entry. exhib- 
its a creditable modern toe dance. 
Teeterboard acrobatics contributed 
by Koko and Teddy are in a comedy | 
vein. with slight. flionine Teddy as 


ish. Frank Conville end Sunny Dale | classic. 
open weakly, then hit a good, comi-|_ As an entertainer Durante, when | 
cal stride via Conville’s costumed |in fettle. is also classic. Out there | 
aping of Charlie Chaplin, using the|on the platform, legs apart like a 
familiar {taxi-dancer routine often|cheer leader. vibrating at the neck 
seen in burlesque. |line as he clowns through his songs, 
Maxellos. one of the best risley | he’s simultaneously two things that 
turns around, close, a tipoff on what | seem mutually contradictory. First, 
|bookers thought of the rest of the he’s unique. The only one from his 
show. Stunts performed by three | particular mould. But then he's 
men and two girls are sock, done | typical. Typical of a group, an era, 


leision that they're made to look as 


| ger 


| male choir and tricky lighting. Brown 


| (‘Murph’) 


las ever with their tricky fiddling and | 


standpoint. Her hip-waving, leg- | STATE N. Y. 
tossing style is showmanly and sure | ’ 

prisingly enough elicited few ie-| 

marks trom the balcony here, a house 

noted for its roughness. Miss Hutton 

knows her arrangements, too, so that 
her wild wand work has a purpose 





Abdullah Girls; Marjorie Knapp; 
Block & Sully: Stuart & Lea; Jimmy 
Durante; ‘Mr. Bug Goes to Town 


beyond what meets the eye. In di- (Par) 
recting neatly written versions of | " 
‘Dark Eyes.” “White Cliffs’ and a few | Jimmy Durante is being Jimmy 
others. she gives an impression of | Durante in the best Durante style 
knowing whai it’s all about. Foster,!this week at the State. This means 
narrow-raneed but well-liked bari- | that it's contribution to present 
tone, got solid hand on the above-!plessure and a_ reminder of an | 
named numbers and ‘Dear Mom.’ | earlier Broadway. He still uses 
Burns Twins and Evelyn Price.|that anthem to the gulch. ‘It’s 
tapsters, tee off. Their nicely pei-|phoney but it’s my street.’ and the 
formed routines lack pacing. Start} lvrics coneern vanished landmarks, 
is unison hard-shoe, then fast duo by | like Grav'’s drug store. The lyrics 


may be dated a bit but the tune and 


boys. ballet tap by blonde looke: ( ba- 
;Durante’s. singing of it remain 


more fast stuff by men and trio fin- 





an attitude. And it is reassuring to 
the oldtimers to see that he can stiil 
stop a show. that the seatwarmers 
wake up in a big way under the 
sun rays of his dynamic ways. 

He's generous, too. No skimping. 
At the end Eddie Jackson comes on 
for one of those old groun numbers 
of which Lou Clayton is the missing 
. |third member (he’s in California). 

Tommy Tucker Orch (12) with | The audience showed genuine senti- 
Amy Arnell, Kerwin Somerville, Don | ment. Jackson, now baldish and a 
Brown; Hally Chester & Harris Ber-| little stouter, is still a strutting col- 
(Little Tough Guys): Arnaut} league par excellence. With Durante 
Bros. & Nellie (5); ‘Lady is Willing’| whamming the piano, interrupting 
(Col). himself with cracks, throwing down 
his hat. tearing the instrument 
apart, it’s all familiar routining but 
fast. tight. meaty. constantly divert- 
ing and it’s our Broadway. too. 


with such excellent timing and pre- 


Best act on 


simple as two-and-two. E 
Wood. 


the bill. 
EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Feb. 21. 





Those who like their swing sugary 
won't be rationed at the Earle this 
stanza after weeks of the brassy 


variety mt. Sully does a. bit ke - 
: . aor ‘Elmer’s | Durante. So does Jesse oc] 
geen ee md + neg ence | earlier, and the State’s very able pit 


his saxophonist, Kerwin Somerville, pianist. Dave Lapin, participates in 


who voices two of the band’s clicks, apa keyboard 
ee ee a en ek Other comedy turn of the current 


; . bill is. of se, is self-s¢ 
couple of Tucker's recording faves Block ind Sully, “They. Bg y 
continue the pace and then Don we pa » 


a : >| Miliar Broadway entertainment. 

Brown baritones ‘Laughing Matter,’} (Block works through the show as 
and ‘Dear Mom.’ Then, backed by the |a light emcee). The crossfire they 
) . wn} use is distinctly fresh. So fresh at 
winds up with a bang on ‘St. Cecelia.’ | points that one or the other of the 
Other vocalist is the statuesque, | pair fluffed lines opening day. It 
blonde Amy Arnell, whose pipes |is, on the whole, bright patter and 
match her neat looks as she minutes on the rostrum are 


gives | their 
out with ‘You Made Me Love You,’! effective. a click combo of fast ma- 
and fast performers. They 


duet on the 





‘I Said No’ and ‘How About You?’ terial 
The Little Tough Guys, Hally|count a good many gfmgles and for 
Chester and Harris|a finale go into ‘We're Having a 
(‘Sailor’) Berger, come on with a| Baby.’ tune sung by Eddie Cantor 
knockabout act in which they try to| in “Banjo Eyes.’ 
put on a junior edition of the|, It’s_typical of 1942 that an act 
Stooges. They don’t succeed. The| like Block and Sully, veterans of 
kids suffer from the common ai] - | innumerable State bookings and 
ment of most Hollywood in-person | Solidly established as a standard 
acts—poor material. ‘Sailor’ steps | he a agin Ethel ee hw 
out of his tough-guy character for i, oe and Ethel Turp. h. ne 
fair vocal rendition of ‘Love of| el gv megien they appeared for 
Mine’ and ‘Frenesi.’ They wind up | * Snort grade My a — light 
: pest Rbknce? :. . Even so sli 
their stint with a couple of imitations | anq inconclusive an association with 


that are just fair. the rival medium becomes a i 
: 7. ; ‘ é : point 
The Arnauts (5) are still as clickO| thought worthy of billing. 


er witl y | Other three acts on the bill are the 
bird-imitation act. A litile too Con-|neat Abdullah Girl acrobats, hot- 


tinental for an Earle-type audience, | singer Marjorie Knapp and dancers 





they're still a bangup act. Stuart and Lea. Miss Knapp has 
House jammed Friday night (20).| vitality and an authoritative ap- 
Shal. proach. Best results for the dance 


turn come from a cape routine, in- 


CHICAGO CHI cluding lifts, under a_ spotlight. 
’ |In a voice punctuated by panting 
wy |the male member declares to the 

<3. iar? 9 ;customers that the inspiration for 

Johnny Lon Pig: RAS a this number came from a visit to a 
tiny Long ¢ 2 eve bullfiight in Mexico City. The good 


Young, Bob Houston; Southern Sis- | neighbor touch! Land. 


fari, and if palmpatter reaction Is 
any gauge he'll be back. Mouth- 
organ pumper fairly rocked the 
house with his harmonica virtaosity. 
He’s varied his style somewhat by 
cutting down on volume to conserve 
supply of instruments. But even so, 
what he can do with a harmonica 
is out of this world, 

The custardpie ballroomology of 
the Blanchards is patterned along 
familiar lines, but it’s funny. Noth- 
ing subtle about these two. They 
start taking prattfalls before they 
do.a time step. Audience liked it, 
though. 

Two Novellos are standard ladder- 
balancing turn, accomplishing quota 
of spectacular stunt with femme 
working on trapeze and he atop lad- 


der. Mutt climbs ladder and pe rches 
on his dome for bowoff. Good 
| opener. Leslie. 





STANLEY, PITT 





Pittsburgh, Feb. 20. 


Lawrence Welk Orch (14) with 
Jayne Walton; George Rogers Dan- 
cers (3), Allan Carney, Tommy 
Sheridan, Leo Fortin, Everett Olson; 
‘Birth of the Blues’ (WB). 


William Penn hotel here has been 
the gateway point for a lot of big- 
time bands. ay Kyser was one of 
them. So was Johnny Long. Law- 
rence Welk is another. Accordion 
wiz with the ‘Champagne Music’ 
trademark got his first real break at 
local inn, and went on from here to 
climb into the top money, so there’s 
something of a home-town claim on 
him. But he’s gone a long way since 
those days three years ago although 
the basis for his currently popular 
style was being laid even then. 

‘Champagne Music’ is an accurate 
description—bubbly, sparkling, float- 
ing and soothing, the latter above 
all. Not that Welk can't, when oc- 
casion or audience demands, knock 
out a hot, swing tune with the best 
of them, but even when he is in- 
vading a medium alien to his own, 
he still manages to background it 
against his own individual and ex- 
tremely listenable trademark. Styling 
is easy on the ear, like the pleasant 
plunk of spring, and effects are 
whipped into shape mostly by clari- 
nets, 
the hilt by Jerry Burke. a touch of 
accordion which Welk plays master- 


a faint background of saxes. 

The two vocalists, Bill Taylor, who 
steps down from brass section, and 
Jayne Walton are okay although 
Taylor, who does ‘This Love of Mine’ 
and ‘This Is No Laughing Matter,’ 
could up his volume and improve 
his diction to advantage. Never 
looks as though he means or feels 
what he’s singing either. Miss Wal- 
ton may be a little short on s.a. but 
she’s long on pipes and her way 
with ‘Heaven Is Mirfe Again’ ‘Maria 
Elena’ (in Spanish) and ‘Darktown 
Strutter’s Ball’ is high class and way 
above general run of average femme 
band vocalist. 

Welk show has only two outside 
acts and they’re both clickeroos. 
George Rogers Dancers, two boys 
and a girl follow currently popular 
style of kidding the adagio, starting 
out in conventional style and then 
going for the nonsense, including 
breakaway pants, coats, etc. For the 
finish, threesome does some legit 
tricks and they're topflight. Tied 
things up here, and deservedly so. 
Gal, incidentally, is plenty heavy on 





ters ¢2); Shea & Rayinond; Andrews | <a es 

Sisters (3); ‘Remember the Day’ | 

o | 

(20th), ee | OLYMPIA, MIAMI 
This is the first time in Chicago | ——— 


for the Johnny Long orchestra, which 
has carved a niche for itself in the 
east, but is known little in Chicago 


Miami, Feb. 20. 


John Boles; Sheila Barrett; Larry 
Adler; The Blanchards; 2 Novellos: 


ha! : - . other than through highly rated re- 

straight man for Koko’s ‘eish | ‘ ¥ ge en , ; : , 

capers. Closins ‘e etna Juveish | cordings. The Andrews Sisters, on|4@7rTy Reser House Orch; ‘Bahama 
er ag fie ser a °lthe other hand, have been top-line | P@ssage’ (Par). 

Jac savier and partner. This vet | Chicago boxoffice for several vears | —— 

has built a velvety act out of a com- | a8 ; : or severa years | 


bination of one acrobatic trick—bal- 
ancing on a rocking chair on a tra- 


peze—plus his partner’s outlandish 
costumes and a garrulous comedy 
chatter 
House is in its average biz groove 

i 


STRAND, B’KLYN 


Ina Ray Hutton Orch (15). with 
Stuart Foster; Burns Twins & Evelyn 
Price; Frank Conville with 


Sunny 


Dale; Maxellos (5):‘Hurricane Smith’ | 


(Rep). 


Ina Ray Hutton’s fair band and trio 
of diversely styled acts formed ap- 
proximately 50 minutes of stage fare 
that was below house’s usual stand- 
ard over the wé®kend, but it rated 
okay generally.. The half-filled house 
when caught seemingly enjoyed 
itself. Miss Hutton’s is the only 
name in the weak marquee dressing. 

Hutton band of three trumpets. 
three trombones, four sax. 
rhythm, and vocalist Stuart Foster 
is a greatly improved combination 
fitted with better arrangements than 
it has ever had; it plays in a fairly 
clean style, its best points being good 
tempo and an electric guitarist who 
fills solo spots with interesting work. 
On the debit side the outfit occasion- 
ally projects poor tones, particularly 


four | 


and their reception at this show in- 


i This is the Olympia’s anniversary, 
.O. 


and Al Weiss is getting the most 
welcome present for which any man- 


| dicated their 
than ever. 
On song showmanship they remain 


power is brighter 


! 


}a standout trio of tune-tossers. They | that will at least approach the house 
look better than ever, being ward-! attendance record. if not break it 
robed and groomed to a nifty style. | Locals who haven't seen a queue tl is 

| Long orchestra is well constructed | Season are giving the matinee mobs 


and put 
ery 


plenty of 
Long is 


wham behind ev- 


a double take, with the coppers get- 
okay as : 


song ; maestro | ting the call to set up lines around 
and m.c., though his fiddling is just| the theatre. 
so-so. But the latter is not impor- Phenomenal business can be traced 


tant alongside of the excellent instru- 
mentalizing by others in the orches- 
tra. 

Band vocalist Helen Young could 
| have used a better wardrobe when 
|caught, but she looks okay on her 
| bright youthfulness and scored 


to one thing—the surefire parlay of 
John Boles, Sheila Barrett and Larry 
Adler. It’s the clickiest combination 
to hit here in months, and the payees 
cant seem to get enough of them. 
Boles scored heavily here last 


|nicely with some pop tonsilling. Bob|’em. Vet singer has rare knack of 
| Houston has the Bing Crosby flair| pleasing both sexes, and nearly 
| and makes the most of it in his war-| knocks himself out, even going so 
| bling. far as to cut loose on ‘Chattanooga 


| “Southern Sisters are a couple of | Choo-Choo.’ 
| acrobatic dancers who do disappoint- 

ingly little after a lot of maneuver- 
jing to get set for each trick. Girls 
‘have little to offer a first-class the- 
atre stage and indicate better results 
in a small nitery,‘where nothing mat- 
ters much. Shea and Raymond 
mopped up on this audience with 
some of the unfunniest burlesque 
dancing seen in a long time. Bur- 
| lesque tango, conga, adagio, ete., was 
right down the alley for this audi- 


Sang seven songs and 
still had such a tough job making 
his getaway that they had to shoot 
the flicker on to quiet the house. 
Boles may be getting gray, but he’s 
still the genial, capable songster he 
always was. 

cleverest femme mime on the stage 
today. Her delineations, as always, 
are sketched with insight and clarity. 
As a Satirical impressionist, she’s 
tops. La Barrett has added several 





from the trumpet trio. 
Leader's batoning. of course, is the | 
major appeal from an_ audience 








ence, and the pair had to speech|new routines, but her pro-southern 
away finally. So this reviewer must} belle remains biggest laugh-getter 
be wrong. here. Also injects a socky defense 
Business fine at the last show Fri-| bond plug that was well received. 
day (20). Gold. | This is Adler’s initial southern sa- 


ager could ask—a socko stage layout | 


year, but this time he really whams | 


material, a punchy delivery and a 
| great sense of mimicry. 
Cohen. 














eenenimeanesas 
——————— 


| Lahiff’s Tavern 











L__continuea from pase =e 


ihis lease. Frank Garrity, who con- 
| ducted the Gaiety bar at the corner 
lof 46th street and Broadway, had 
| previously made a protegee of La- 


Hiff. When the latter opened the} 
Tavern, Garrity joined LaHiff, so 
that the place had two popular per- 
sonalities. Nancy Carroll, the 
actress and niece of LaHiff, is said 
to have had an interest in the 


restaurant. 

Politicians, reporters, people of the 
stage and from Hollywood besides 
well knowns in the field of sports, 
frequented the Tavern during La- 
Hiff’s regime and for some time 
thereafter. There were quarters up- 
| stairs for private affairs and for sev- 
eral years, a portion of the Manhat- 
tan hotel abutting on 47th street was 
used for larger dinners. There were 
also rooms above the Tavern where 
;some famed newspaper people re- 
|sided, such as Winchell, Baer, et al. 

Among those who operated the 
Tavern were Toots Shor, who was 


| phian, and who has his own place 


| Stein, radio agent; Fred Spooner for- 

merly the headwaiter, now running 
the Cub room at the Stork; Kelly and 
Adler of the Yacht Club Boys; and 
Irving Spieler, an attorney, who 
represents the LaHiff estate, which 
owns the property. LaHiff’s son 
tried to carry on after his demise, 
but had no taste for the business. 





———s 


ROXY, N. Y. 


Johnny Burke; Jeanne Brideson; 
Rae & Rudells; Jere McMahon; Mur- 
ray Leonard; 12 Esquires; 6 Men of 
Song; Gae Foster Roxyettes; Paul 
Ash House Orch; ‘Roxie Hart (20th), 
reviewed in ‘Variety’ Feb. 4, °42. 





Going all-out for the red-white- 
and-blue, Fanchon & Marco salutes 
the army, navy and marines in this 
stage layout with good results. Show 





considerable organ played to} 


fully, a sustained violin obligato and | 
| 


glammer. Other turn is Allan Car- |} 
ney, first time around for comedy 
impersonator, who has some good 


backed by Paul Haron, a Philadel-! 


runs 43 minutes, is compact, and, in 
laddition to being colorfully flashy, 


packs a_ strong punch through 
| Johnny Burke. we: 

| The soldier monologist’s act is 
| 


particularly timely now and Burke 
shouldn't have to hunt dates. Most 
of his material is the same as that 
which he’s done for years, but it’s 
still funny and to many among the 
newer generation it’s all new. A 
comedian who for years was stand- 
ard in vaudeville, Burke knows how 
te sell his stuff for top results. 

In topping his single, Burke 
works with the Six Men of Song, 
all as soldiers, with Murray Leonard 
playing sergeant. The drill routine, 
with Burke doing everything wrong, 
gets a lot of laughs. Six Men of 
Song, also working elsewhere on the 
show, close the proceedings singing 
a military medley, the finale follow- 
ing. 

Opening set is that of the deck of 
a battleship, with the Gae Foster 
Roxyettes, Twelve Esquires and Six 
Men of Song in a song and dance 
routine to which color is lent by 
manipulation of signal flags and 
phosphorescent lighting effects. This 
set also serves for the comedy 
trampoline act of Rae and the Ru- 
dells (New Acts), a very good turn 
of its kind. ; 

Jere McMahon works in one at- 
tired as a sailor doing a tap routine 
backed by the girls. He’s an ex- 
cellent hoofer but amounts to little 
more than a bit here. Also in one 
is Jeanne Briceson, concert violinist 
who has played here before. She's 
doing a Spanish number and a 
classical novelty, latter particularly 
requiring expert fiddling. Scored 
strongly when caught. 

An army camp setting is provided 
for Burke, with the Foster line and 
the chorus boys, all as_ soldiers, 
working a tap rout that stands 
out. Bob~Hainon, the Roxy singing 
host, is spotted at various points 
with his workman-like tenor. 

Business big Thursday night, with 
‘Roxie Hart’ (20th), starring Ginger 
Rogers, apparently being the major 
lure. Char. 


KEITH’S BOSTON 





Boston, Feb, 20. 
Dave Apollon Co. (3) with Gale 
|Manners (4); Gautier’s Bricklayers; 
Lewis & Van; Lorraine & Rognan; 
Susan Miller with Al Siegel; The 
Jansleys (4); ‘What’s Cookin’’ (U). 


This is a good variety bill. Orig- 
inally, Laurel and Hardy were 
booked for this date, but had to can- 
cel at the llth hour because of 
Hardy’s illness. Dave Apollon was 
rushed in to fill the gap, and he does 
a very satisfactory job of m.c.ing and 
entertaining in his next-to-shut spot. 

Dialectician kids himself and 
|bounces on and off with the introes 
until his turn comes. Joshes his two 
| Filipino musicians (guitar and dog- 
|} house), then bangs into a medley of 





| ‘Dark Eyes’ and a Hungarian Rhap- 
| sody, with himself plunking a fancy 
| mandolin. Brings on Gale Manners, 
jan eye-opening blonde soprano with 
lan excellent voice. She sings ‘Love’ 

and ‘This Love of Mine,’ both warm- 
lly received. Apollon closes with a 
| ‘Russian-Hawaiig-Filipino jam_ses- 
sion’ that finishes off the turn nicely. 
| Another new singing personality 
| here is Susan Miller, protege of Al 
| Siegel, who accompanies on piano. 

Miss Miller is a versatile pop vocalist 
| with a personality that sells and a 
| voice-range that holds interest con- 
stantly. Siegel’s arrangements are 
standout, as usual. Best numbers 
are ‘China Boy,’ in three different 
tempoes, and ‘White Cliffs.’ Closer 
is a new Siegel patriotic number, 
‘That’s Why MacArthur’s’§ There 
Now.” It sounds like a good pros- 
pect for more widespread dissemina- 
tion. 

Lorrairte and Rognan, trey, bring 
back their w.k. hoke, winding up in 
a ballroom bit they did in ‘The 
Fleet’s In’ (Par). This team has 
|} smoothed up noticeably in the past 
| two seasons, and now rate as one of 
ithe top standard turns of this ilk. 
Solo hoofing by Rognan, pepped by 
|suave hokum, is still nifty. Miss 
| Lorraine dishes out a steady string 
|of chuckles with her horseplay and 


| contortions, 
| Lewis and Van, deuce, got their 
|ustial hot reception for the whirl- 
| wind challenge finish to their pre- 
|cision-rhythm taps featuring an 
|opening specialty on stairs. Gautier's 


Miss Barrett remains possibly the|2OW, and a click; Robert Gold-| Bricklayers open the bill, easily im- 


pressing the Bostonians that this is 
one of the most unique pup acts in 
the trade. The Jansleys close in & 
slick, perfectly-timed risley routine 
that has one or two little improve- 
ments since last time around. The 
tricks are so smoothly executed they 
don’t get full appreciation from the 
seat-holders. Larry Flint’s house 
i band is in the pit. Fox. 
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We weren’t kidding when 
we called “Captains of the Clouds” 
the “Sergeant York” of 1942! 


It’s topping the Sarge’s record at 
the N. Y. Strand! 


It’s SROver everything in years! 











JAMES CAGNEY 
“CAPTAINS OF THE CLOUDS” 


In T Technicol or 


DENNIS MORGAN .- BRENDA MARSHALL 
Alan Hale + George Tobias 


Reginald Gardiner - Reginald Denny 
Directed by MICHAEL CURTIZ 


Screen Play by Arthur 7. Horman, Richard Macaulay, Norman 
Reilly Raine * From a Story by Arthur 7. Horman and Roland 
Gillett * Music by Max Steiner* A Warner Bros.-First Nat'! Picture 
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D.C. Straws-in-the-Tax-Winds Renew 
Fears Amus. Admissions May Be 


Socked Again 


For More Revenue 


7% 
> 





Washington, Feb. 24. 
Though no sentiment has crystal- 


MORE WAR TITLES 





lized to date, film industry repre- | From ‘Douglas MacArthur’ to ‘Yanks 


sentatives here are gravely appre- 


hensive about a possible boost in the 


10° admissions tax rate when Con- | 
gress gets snarled up in technicali- | 


ties of the ew $7,000,000,000-per- 
year revenue bill. 

Introduction of legislation raising | 
the needed sum—biggest ever sought 
in a single revenue measure—still is 
weeks off but the way the wind is 
blowing arouses fear that amuse- 
ments will be socked hard for the 
third successive Concern 
occasioned mostly by the continuing | 
Treasury Department resistance to} 
anything like a general sales tax and 
the experts’ insistence that ‘selective | 
excises’ are the fairest way to bring 
in the immense amount required to 
help pay the war bill. 

Disagreement between Congres- 
sional leaders and the Treasury has 
not been reconciled, despite repeated 
conferences inspired by a hope of 
having the issues thrashed out be- 
fore—not after—the Government’s 

roposals are revealed to the public. 
Tn view of the way Congress -got 
tangled in fights between different 
cliques last year, Senate and House 
revenue raisers and the Treasury 
want to avert public wrangling, but 
the odds are against any complete 
compromise. 

Gotta Make Up for Losses 

This lack of agreement means the 
same difficulties in writing legisla- 
tion likely will be encountered. If 
the Treasury, as is now expected, 
comes forward with a bunch of tax 
proposals directed at individual in- 
dustries, there will be the familiar 
tugging and hauling to kill this or 
that item. Then after billions: of 
prospective revenues have been 
knocked out, the lawmakers will be- 
gin scratching their heads for re- 
placements. That’s where amuse- 
ments are vulnerable. 

Constant curtailment 
tion of articles now bearing rather 

tiff taxes—radios, tires, automobiles, 
liquor, phonographs, for instance-— 
means the problem of producing the 
specified amount of revenue will be 
intensified. Obviously, ,with sales 
diminishing and rationing instituted, 
the yield from existing imposts will 
drop. So Congress will have no al- 


a 


year. is 





of produc- | 


Are Coming’ 





War in the Far East has studio 
idea men working overtime attempt- 
ing to get angles for films. Flock 
of titles, indicating the Hollywood 


| trend of thought, has been registered 


in the past few weeks. Trick, of 
course, is to work out scripts which 


| take advantage of the adventurous 


war doings that capture public im- 
agination but which will not be out- 
moded by the rapid flow of events 
before the pic is released. * 
American volunteer airmen who 
have been defending the Burma road 
and call themselves the Tiger 


Location Switch Suit 


Los Angeles, Feb. 24. 

Suit for $2,000 was filed by the 
Brockway hotel, Lake Tahoe, Cal., 
against Frank Lloyd Productions, 
charging breach of contract. 

Hotel people declare they cut down 
trees on their property and made 
other arrangements for the filming 
of a picture with the understanding 
that the Lloyd unit would stop at 
their resort. Instead, the complaint 
states, the film company stayed at 
another hotel. 


U SALES EXECS 
SEEK T0 EASE 
MINN. BEEFS 


Minneapolis, Feb. 24. 














|} Cago, 


Following a conference in Chi- 
participated in by William 


Squadron are the latest group set | seyjiy. Peck Gommersal and Le Roy 


down for celluloid immortalization. | 7 


Paramount and Columbia have both 
registered ‘Flying Tigers,’ while 
Metro has Flying Tigers of China.’ 

General MacArthur, of course, has 


been another favorite. Par holds 
title to ‘Douglas MacArthur, USA’ 
and ‘General Douglas MacArthur.’ 


20th-Fox has ‘General Douglas Mac- 
Arthur’ and ‘The Great MacArthur,’ 
Warner Bros.’ entry is ‘MacArthur 
of the Philippines.’ Col controls 
‘The Siege of Corregidor.’ 

Already unfortunately outdated is 
Metro’s registration only two weeks 
ago of “The Siege of Singapore.’ The 


fallen British naval bastion, inci- 
dentally, was the locale for Para- 
mount’s Bob Hope-Bing Crosby- 


Dorothy Lamour comedy of just two 
years ago, ‘The Road to Singapore.’ 

Laconic message of an Army air- 
man guarding the Atlantic cOast re- 
cently also was immediately tied up 
as a film title by two producers. 
‘Sighted Sub, Sank Same’ was reg- 
istered first by David O. Selznick 
and a couple of days later by War- 
ner Bros. 

Par, RKO and WB has each lassoed 
‘The Yanks Are Coming’ in recent 
weeks, while RKO also has laid 
claim to ‘Here Come the Yanks.’ 





‘Children Who Fall 


Asleep in Dark Theatres 
Can’t Collect Damages 





ternative—if a general sales tax is 
rejected—but hike the rate on those 
things which still are a good source 
of Federal income. Amusements are 
a most attractive target for bewil- 


dered revenue-raisers, with business | 


volume holding up well and in many 
spots increasing substantially. Con- 
gress isn’t likely to be any more im- 
pressed this year than before with 
the complaint that rising costs plus 
heavier corporate taxes are pushing 


exhibitors and other amusement pur- | 


veyors closer to the brink of finan- 
cial insecurity. Nor by groans that 
any additional pennies required in 
admissions taxes will drive the 
patrons away from theatres, for that 
hasn’t materialized before. 

No Fear of Footage Tax 


There no real fear of a footage 
tax though some uneasiness is shown 
on this score. Also some alarm is 
felt that the law-makers may at- 
tempt some sort of business privi- 
lege levy that might bear brutally 


on amusements. 
Exhibitors will bear the brunt of 


the fight against upping the 10% 
rate to 15 or 20, perhaps higher. 
Right now, though, there is uncer- 


tainty about the strategy to be fol- | 


lowed. Should the theatre owners 
rush in before the House Ways & 
Means Committee and present ob- 
jections to such action even before 
it is suggested? Or is it best to let 
sleeping dogs lie and run the risk 
that, after all hearings are over in 
both the House and the Senate, the 
perplexed bill-drafters may suddenly 
pounce on amusements? 

In this dilemma, the political ad- 
visors for all branches of the indus- 
try are flashing alerts to their field 
marshals, so they'll be ready 
swing into action on an _ instant’s 
notice. At this stage, the master- 
minds figure it is wisest to lie low, 


trusting there will be at least enough | 


warning of an attack to send up the 
interceptor planes and start the bar- 
rage. 


to | 


Memphis, Feb. 24 
| Children who fall asleep in film 
houses and get scared upon awak- 
ening after the closing needn't ex- 


pect to collect domages in the Shelby 
;} county courts. . 
of Johnny Martin, age 
filed suit in circuit court here 


| Parents 
| Seven, 


} against the Rosemary, nabe house, | 


land its owner, Mike Ciancolo, for 
| $5,000, charging little John suffered 
| injuries thusly on March 22, 1941. 
| Suit alleged tot became frightened 
| on waking in darkened theatre alone, 
|smashed a door glass in an effort to 
get out. cut and bruised himself 
badly about the arm and face. 
After hearing testimony, Judge 
| Adams took the case out of the 
jury’s hands and granted a motion 


by defense attorney Leo Bearman 
'for a directed verdict in favor of the 
defendant 

Judge Adams took the position 
that while the theatre n have 
been the remote cause of the acci- 
| dent in not having completely ascer 
'tained that the house was empty, 
|still the proximate cause of the 
damage was an affirmative act on 
the part of Johnny himself. Jurist 


Said he did not believe the theatre 
| could have anticipated that Johnny 
would smash the glass and cut his 
hand. 





Stay in Horwitz Case 


Houston, Texas, Feb. 24. 

R. J. O’Donnell is president of the 
operating company and Fred Can- 
nata will remain as manager in 
charge of details of the Horwitz The- 
| atres, in the current court battle 
| here. 

O’Donnell obtained a temporary 
injunction restraining W. P. Ham 
, blem, local attorney, from 
| fering with the operations of the 
| houses. Hamblem was given 20 days 
lin which to file an appeal. 





Miller, Universal sales, district 
and branch managers, respectively, 
on the one hand, and Don Buckley 
and Fred Strom representing North- 
west Allied, the film company has 
promised to give heed to the terri- 
tory’s independent exhibitors’ ‘griev- 
ances.’ Northwest Allied, taking up 
the cudgels in behalf of its inde- 
pendent exhibitors, has been assail- 
ing U for allegedly ‘high-handed, ar- 
bitrary and unreasonable demands 
and excessive terms,’ and in a bul- 
letin devoted to the matter has 
charged ‘the company has created for 
itself a whirlwind of exhibitor ill- 
will.’ 

Among the causes for the squawks 
have been Universal’s arbitrary des- 
ignation of ‘In the Navy’ and ‘Hold 
That Ghost’ in the top bracket which 
already had been filled with pic- 
tures some of which, it has been 





| merit.’ 
| plaining because the company re- 
| quired 


inter- | 


charged, were ‘of poor boxoffice 
There also has been coOm- 


that feature pictures and 
short subjects be paid for in advance 
| of availability and also required that 
| all past delinquencies in contracts 
| dv, up over a period of years be 
paid for before ‘In the Navy’ would 
| be playdated. 

Still other grumbles have been 
occasioned by an allegedly ‘unwar- 
ranted and unnecessary holdover of 
‘Unfinished Business’ despite a bond- 
| ed release date and agreement that 
| it would be released on the 1940-41 
contract’; ‘harsh, onerous and unfair 
terms exacted for three-year fran- 
| chises and an illegal clause written 
|} into contracts requiring the exhibi- 
to confine his cancellations to 
lowest price brackets, although the 


tor 


Minnesota law calls for a 20% can- 
cellation proportionately in all 
groups.’ 


What the company will do to ‘take 
care of the grievances’ remains to 
be seen. 


$13,975 Claim Allowed 
Vs. Late Robt. B. Koch 


St. Louis, Feb. 24. 
Probate Judge Glendy B. Arnold 
has allowed a claim of $13,975 
against the estate of Robert B. Koch, 
former assistant manager of the 
ox-St. Louis Properties, Inc., who 
died in December, 1939, from a gun- 
shot wound. 











| 


After his death, which 
was reported to have resulted from | 
the careless handling of a revolver, 
a shortage in Koch’s accounts was 
discovered. The claim was the 


amount of the shortage. 

The St. Louis Properties, Inc., own: 
the Humboldt Building and is lessee 
of Fox theatre, 5,000-seater in 
midtown. 








s 
Anti-War Film 
continued from page 1 
for it. Frederic March is shown as 
an aviator who commits suicide he 
becomes so disillusioned wii.a the 
whole bloody mess of war. 
it’s understood the reissuing of 
these films is to be called to the 
lattention of Lowell Mellett, U. S. 
Film Coordinator, in an effort to 
jhave him ask the major companies 
jnot to allow them out of their 
| vaults. Mellett’s job is to encourage 
studios to make films of the exact 
| opposite type and it appears incon- 
|gruous that he _ shouldn’t protest 
against the anti-war 


sCls ies, 


Defense Centres Depopulate Other 
Towns—Result 


Theatre Biz Spotty 








Buffalo’s First Manageress—Femme 
Takes Doorman’s Post 





Buffalo, Feb. 24. 

First woman to draw manager's 
berth in local picture house is Dor- 
othy Moore, who this week took 
over management of Dipson’s Am- 
herst, succeeding John Finley, who 
enlisted in the Marine Corp. 

Miss Moore, 28, has been secretary 
to Andrew Gibson, general manager 
of the Dipson chain. 





Now It’s Door Gals 
San Francis‘o, Feb. 24. 
Al Goodwin, manager of the Or- 
pheum here, is contemplating girl 
doormen. Lost three successive door 
boys in the last three weeks. 
Uncle Sam got ’em. 





Femme Treasurer 
Milwaukee, Feb.. 24. 

Peter Rigas, long treasurer of Fox 
Wisconsin, left for army service, 
succeeded by Doris Budde, in line 
with the recently announced policy 
of replacing men with girls in all 
departments where possible. 

Lowell Loftus, former assistant 
manager of the Fox Modjeska, pro- 
moted to manage downtown Strand. 


Same Can of RKO Film 
Shuttled 15 Miles 
Between 2 States 


Duluth, Feb. 24. 

The pony express system was used 
here by the Granada to play RKO’s 
‘The Gay Falcon’ recently. Through 
a mixup at the exchange both the 
Granada and the Superior theatre, 
Superior, Wis., found themselves 
needing the same cans of films, prin- 
cipally because the Superior decided 
to hold over for a day. The two 
theatres arranged their schedules so 
that as soon as one reel was run off, 
it would be rushed off to be played 
at the other. Cgrriers waited at the 
Interstate bridge, which is the divid- 
ing line between Minnesota and Wis- 
consin, with the two theatres 15 
miles apart. 

It was a close call all day long. 
The Superior reel was late during 
one of the afternoon runs and cus- 
tomers saw a color cartoon between 
reels while waiting for the messen- 
ger to reach the projection room. 

Lucky it wasn’t during the sum- 
mer. Ore carriers pass through the 
Interstate bridge, and cars often are 
held up for an hour while two or 
three freighters crawl through the 
harbor, 


John Auer Upped 


Hollywood, Feb. 24. 














Republic upped John H. Auer 
from director to producer-director, 
with ‘Secret Agent No. 39’ as his 
first double assigiument. 

Second job is ‘Moonlight Mas- 


querade,’ a musical with Betty Dean 
in the top spot. 





Senoltinen Out the Crime 


Hollywood, Feb. 24. 


Edward Arnold draws the star role 
a blind detective with a seeing 

| eye dog in the forthcoming Metro 
cture, ‘Odor of Violets.’ 








as 


|p 


Picture is based on a novel by 
Bayard Kendrick. Fred Zinneman 
directs. 











| | ‘Berle May Tour 


| (———— Continued from page 3 








that three agents would split up the 
| booking fees. William Morris han- 
dles Berle; Music Corp. reps Crosby, 
;}and Ken Dolan agents his own wife, 
Shirley Ross. 

Hour show is planned for the 
stage unit, with a line of girls to 
give the show a presentation look. 
Figured the layout would be quoted 
at around $15,000 a week. 





Moving Opposite Burns 

Ballantine Beer takes over the 
Tuesday 8:30-9 p.m. period on the 
Blue Network March 10. The new 
opposition will be Bob Burns (CBS, 
and Horace Heidt (NBC). 

In its present Blue spot (Friday) 
the beer show competes with Kate 
Smith (CBS) and ‘Information, 
Please’ (NBC). 





MORE FEMME MANPOWER 





Milwaukee, Feb. 24 


While recent weeks have seen a 
noticeable improvement in business 
in downtown first-runs and in some 
of the nabes, the situation generally 
is spotty, with the smaller towns in 
the state suffering to an extent not 
even approached in World War No, 
1, according to authentic reports 
coming into the offices of the Inde. 
pendent Theatre Protective Associ. 
ation of Wisconsin and Upper Michi. 
gan. 

Exhibs in these state cities say it 
is not only the drain on the nation’s 
manpower that is taking their cus. 
tomers away, but the girls and 
younger women, too, are leaving the 
home towns for defense jobs in the 
big industrial centers, steadily de. 
populating once thriving districts. In 
many cases homes are being given 
up entirely 'y families moving to 
the cities for highly paid jobs in de- 
fense industries. 

Theatres that drew their business 
from surrounding territory are suf- 
fering, too, because of the tire ra- 
tioning situation, former patrons 
staying home to conserve their rub- 
ber Many of the older people, left 
alone at home, are either in the 
dumps and in no mood for show- 
going or sitting at their firesides 
with ears glued to the radio for news 
of kinfolk and friends at the front. 

While many huge plants locally 
are working 24 hours a day on war 
orders, and many men are making 
more money than ever before, the 
picture is not altogether rosy, for 
relief rolls are up due to the fact 
that other factories are just now be- 
ing converted to war purposes, with 
many vet employees idle while the 
slow re-tooling process goes on, and 
theatre operators figure it may be a 
full year before readjustments have 
been made that will permit anything 
like stabilized conditions to prevail. 





Tower, Frisco, Manager 
Attacked in Labor Brawl 


San Francisco, Feb. 24. 


Fred Wade, house manager of the 
remodelled Tower, Mission district 
nabe formerly the Majestic, was ate 
| tacked and suffered concussion of the 
| brain in a labor squabble over use 
| of janitors when the theatre was re- 





opened Friday (20) by the Nasser 
| Bros. 

George Nasser said thct an ‘un- 
hauthorized’ strike was pulled by 


| Charles Hardy because he refused to 
| acced to the demand for the use of 
itwo janitors where only one had 
| been employed before. The house 
|!now has 800 seats, 100 less than be- 
fore the remodeling 

Pickets appeared 
Tower at 10 a.m 
withdrawn after 
agreement to use one and one-half 
janitors for seven days pending 
abitration. There were no arrests. 

Hardy, secretary of the janitors 
union said, ‘Nasser consistently failed 
to use enough janitors, using only 
two across the street in the 2,200- 
seat New Mission. He piled extra 
work on the men.’ Janitors scale is 
$6.45 a day. 

Nasser Bros. bought the house 
from Morris Gallas, local indie oper- 
ator, about two years ago. It had 
been dark for about three months, 


in front of the 
Friday and were 


three hours on* 





And the Band Played On 


Hollywood, Feb. 24. 
| Romantic leads in ‘Orchestra Wife’ 
lat 20th-Fox go to Maureen O’Hara 
and George Montgomery, with Glenn 
Miller and his band featured. 

Picture is the third musical on 
William LeBaron’s production sched- 
ule. Others are ‘Iceland,’ starring 
Sonja Henie and Jack Oakie (with 
Sammy Kaye’s band), and ‘Strictly 
Dynamite.’ 











Sanders for ‘Sixpence’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 24. 


20th-Fox loaned George Sanders, 
British actor, to play the male lead 
in ‘The Moon and Sixpence’ for the 
David Loew-Albert Lewin producing 
outfit, picture to be made at the 
RKO-Pathe studio for United Art- 
ists release. 

Currently Sanders is on loanout 
to Metro. His femme lead in ‘Six 
pence’ will be Dorothy Dudley. 
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IT’S ALWAYS | 
FAIR WEATHER 
WHEN GOOD 
SHOWMEN 
AND GOOD 
ee 
SHOWS GET 
———— 
TOGETHER’ 
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EXTRA 


PLAYING TIME IS 
THE ORDER OF 
THE DAY WITH 
PARAMOUNT 
PRODUCTI 

















News and Gossip About the Production’ and Distribution of the Best Shows in Town! 











New Para Exchange Open for Biz; 


Exhibs, Execs 


at D. C. Shindig 





ae + 


Paramount Exchangers in Wash- 
ington are wearing their best bibs 
and tuckers to work this week, un- 
til they get used to the ultra-ultra 
new office building housing them, 
on H Street, N. W. Building was 
formally opened Monday, following 
mammoth housewarming parties— 
one for exhibs on Saturday and one 
for company executives Sunday. 

The new building is super in ev- 
ery detail, from the 22-foot photo- 
mural in the marble and terazzo 


lobby to the 50-seat modernistic 
projection room. It’s two-story, 
concrete, with limestone front 


trimmed in black granite. Entrance 
doors are glass; all lighting is flu- 
orescent, and air-conditioning pre- 
vails throughout. Basic design har- 
monizes with new Washington gov- 
ernment buildings. 

Paramount Exchange had occu- 
pied its old quarters at 1101 N. Cap- 





itol Street for twenty years. The 
new building is used by Paramount | 
News as well as Paramount. 





STUDIO HEADS PAD | 
LADD LAD’S SKED| 


Sneak previews and Studio and | 
Mome Office screenings of Para’s 
forthcoming “This Gun For Hire” 
have put both the company’s coasts 
in a dither over the B.O. poten- 
tialities of Alan Ladd, young star 
discovery who plays a killer role 
in the pic. Result is that Ladd is 
already scheduled for three more 
productions, one of them bought 
expressly as a topper for him. Talk 
now is of giving him special billing 
in the first film, along the line of 
ef and introducing Alan Ladd.” 
Film co-stars Veronica Lake and 
Robert Preston 

“The Man in Half Moon Street,” 
Barre Lyndon’s London stage hit, 
is the property bought as a Ladd 
starrer. Prior to it, he’s set for 
roles in two Dashiell Hammetts, 
“Glass Key” and “Red Harvest.” 


Chris-Pin Crowned 
Nepot King-Pin 


Chris-Pin Martin, cowboy 
comedian appearing in Harry 
Sherman’s “Hopalong Cassidy” 
pix for Paramount, clinched 
the Hollywood nepotism crown 
end of last week when Sherman 
asked him to pick six kids to 
play roles of his children in 
“Across the Border,” forthcom- 
ing Hoppy. Martin signed up 
his six grandchildren. 


Hope, Croshy & Lamour 
Finish U. S. Road Tours, | 
Hit ‘Road to Morocco’ 




















| 
Cameras started turning yester- 
day at Paramount on the third 
‘Road to’ picture for Bing Crosby, 
Bob Hope and Dorothy Lamour— 
‘Road to Morocco.’ Studio has 
given the new show the same 
combo, wherever’ possible, that 
proved B.O. magic in ‘Road to 
Singapore’ and ‘Road to Zanzibar.’ 


gallery receipts going to war re-| 


lief funds. Following the matches, 
the pair put on shows for 50,000 
soldiers at two Army camps. 


Lamour recently got one of the 
biggest receptions ever given a 
film star at the L. A. Union Sta- 
tion—where big 


receptions are a 
matter of routine. Thi: ne was 
the McCoy, with Treasury De- 
officials thanking her fo1 
er efforts on behalf of Defense 


Treasury has said they 


tment 
irime 


Bond sales. 


‘know definitely she sold more than 
25 million dollars worth.’ 

Dona Drake, who made a hit with 
her dance in ‘Louisiana Purchase,’ 


and Mikhail Rasumny, charact 


actor, have been adde@ to the cast 


lump to the net fee, but Paramount} rig out of a pair of pajamas and a | pas 


Hope and Crosby reported on the | believes it's worth it, in that the air 


lot fresh from a series of exhibi- 
tion golf matches in Texas, with} 


| 
| 


| cluding “Tangerine,” 


[PAR TAKES BLUE 
CONST-TO-COKST 





Jimmie Dorsey, Lamour, to 
Highlight Two Sendoff 
Broadcasts to Ninety- 
Three Station Network 





EXHIBS GET PLUG 





Paramount will go on the air with 
not one but two special national net- 
work programs as a sendoff for the 
sock musical of its fourth block, “The 
Fleet’s In,” Home Office announce- 
ments revealed today. Shows will 
feature Jimmie Dorsey, whose band 
made the picture; Dorothy Lamour, 
and other cast members. 

Unusual feature of the pair of 


| broadcasts is that the Home Office 


has paved the way for exhibs to slip 
theatre and playdate announcements 
into break-in time, to plug local 
bookings—without cost to the exhib. 


Arrangement adds an appreciable 


show will thereby be tied directly to 
every date set. 
First show takes the air at 10:15 


EST, March 20, and will feature Dor- | 


sey in most of the picture’s tunes, in- 


Me Dancing in a Hurry,” etc. Second 


how will play at the same hour on 
the same hookup the following Fri- 


it, March 27 
mour, the exact lineup of stars hasn't 
been set However, one or more of 
the “specialty acts” in the show 
likely; maybe Gil Lamb, Betty Hutton 
or Cass Daley. Eddie Bracken, con 
edy lead following William Holde: 
in the b 


illing, is another prospect 


AIR SHOWS FOR ‘FLEET’S IN’ 








“Build a Better | 
Mousetrap,” “Arthur Murray Taught | 


Except for La- | 


vt 


MURRAY ISHEP 
TO‘HURRY STEP 


Far from doing the burn that 
some Paramount people expected, 
Arthur Murray, the dance man, 
has jumped to cash in on the scat- 
song introduced in Paramount’s 
musical, “The Fleet's In,” which 
aimed a gentle rib at him. Titled 
“Arthur Murray Taught Me Danc- 
ing in a Hurry,” the song is swung 
by Jitterbug Betty Hutton in the 
film—-and illustrates the dilemma 
of a gal who gets her tangos and 
her rhumbas tangled. 

Murray saw the dance at Para- 
* | mount Home Office screenings and 
| Joined in the laughs. This week 
| he announced that he’s promoting 
|}a@ new dance that picks up the 
Steps done by Hutton—and send- 
| ing all his instructors a break- 
‘down on how it's. performed. 
| Dance is designed specifically for 
| performance to the Pe~-tune 
: ee ' “Arthur Murray Taught Me 


Dancing in a Hurry” was written 
PULLMAN SEAT... 


by Johnny Mercer and the late 
Here’s what the well, DRESSED, any- 


Victor Schertzinger, director of 
“The Fleet's In.” Since Betty 

how girl will wear in a Pullman seat, 

when she’s locked out of her state- 


Hutton introduced it on the Bob 
room. Claudette Colbert makes this | Hope show some weeks back, it 
been getting regular network 


plugging 














blanket, in a riotous scene of ‘The 
Paim Beach Story,’ new Sturges pic. 














i Plans... Players... Pix... Properties 





| Scripting was completed on ‘For Whom the Bell Tolls’ last week by 
Dudley Nichols, working from a Louis Brome 
field adaptation of the Ernest Hemingway B.S Dir. Geo. Marshall 
| took a troupe of 130, including Fred MacMurray, Susan Hayward and 
| Paulette Goddard, for a 21-day location trip to the Big Basin Redwoods, 
Screen version of 
Out of the Frying Pan’ has been retitled ‘You and Willing’: it bills 
| William Holden, Eddie Bracken, Robert Benchley, Susan Hayward . 


Academy Award scripter 


for footage on “The Forest Rangers,’ Techni epic 


| Ted Wells, rodeo champ, has been signed for a part in the forthcoming 
| Sherman. Hopalong, ‘Across the Border’ George Pal is going to 


make a surrealist Puppetoon ‘Mood Music’ of Cecil B. DeMille’s 
‘hnicolor, 30th anniver epic ‘Reap the Wild Wind’ will be waxed 
| for release by a major record company Bill Thomas, co-producer with 
| Bill Pine of accioners for Para release, headed west from New York this 
week with background film for their forthcoming ‘Wrecking Crew.’ 


i 
| 
} 


a 








STORY CONFERENCE... . 


STURGES 


STYLE 


Starring Writer Preston Sturges, right, and Director 
Preston Sturges, left, a pair of geniuses who don’t 
speak when they meet. 















““WHADDAYA MEAN 


ing the nonsense you write? This 


getting me on the beach.” 


‘she enters biting her 
® nails, 
and shuffling her feet’—how would.you like to try direct- 
‘Palm Beach Story’ is 


biting her lips 


“FURTHERMORE 


\ 


a good mind to quit you.” 





you’ve got a scream or & 
* shotgun blast every fifteen 
feet of film; you’re making a nervous wreck out of Col- 
bert and heaven knows what you'll do to audiences. I've 





Ba. SR eile RB Sale til 
66 yor lugg. What did you ever do be- 

0.K., QUIT, fore you had me for « writer? You 
just follow that seript, see, and I'll teil you what audi- 
ences will do. They’ll eat it up—and praise YOU! 


a iy 


— 
van 








Wednesday, February 25, 1942 





ie 20 ARIETY had 
2s) 
i ; 
Li; —_ . 
‘ 8 = y | H FOR 
, i FOR . sles . ITS 
ni Irs laa ro 
il LAUGHTER LOOKS 


| LOVE 


intents ee ee ed = 





















NORMA SHEARER 
MELVYN DOUGLAS 
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"WE WERE DANCING’ 


with GAIL PATRICK * LEE BOWMAN «¢ MARJORIE 
ti MAIN « REGINALD OWEN « ALAN MOWBRAY 
FLORENCE BATES ¢ Screen Play by Claudine West, 
Hans Rameau and George Froeschel * Based in Part 
| ee on “Tonight at 8:30” by Noel Coward ¢ Directed by 
ya ROBERT Z. LEONARD ©¢ Produced by Robert Z. 
he Leonard and Orville O. Dull * An M-G-M Picture 
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Inside Stuff —Pictures 


Declaration of a state of war with Japan, Germany and Italy by Presi- 
dent Franklin D. Roosevelt will be used as a climax to the Republic pic- 
ture, ‘Remember Pearl Harbor.’ Studio figures that an official okay from 
the War Department is enough to let the newsreel ride, although War- 
ners got into a jam recently with a scene in the production of ‘Yankee 
Doodle Dandy’ calling for the President, or an actor doubling for him. 
The kickback from Washington is understood to have something to do 
with the departure of Bob Taplinger as chief publicist. 


fore using the President's picture in a screenplay. Approval of the War 
Department in the case of ‘Remember Pear] Harbor’ indicates that the 
White House restriction does not apply to clips from newsreels. 





Time, Inc. ‘Dish-It-Out’ relief party at the Waldorf-Astoria last Friday 
(20) for the U. S. Navy Relief Society proved such a clickeroo that Tine 
is preparing a special manual to serve as a guide for other organizations 
planning patriotic relief functions. Affair was entirely planned and exe- 
cuted by a committee representing 900 Time, Inc., employees. Estimated 
that 1,500 attended with bulk of revenue coming from gadgets, games and 
bazaars operated in the hotel’s Starlight Roof room, since only 50c admis- 
sion was charged. 

Besides the glee club of 20 from the U. S. S. Prairie State (midship- 
man’s school), Danny Kaye, Hazel Scott, Bob Hannon and the John Kirby 
orchestra headed the list of entertainers. 

Film players are developing a burn under their makeup as they con- 
template the hogging of publicity by executive members of the Hollywood 
Victory Committee, who are taking bows for the entertainment of sol- 
diers, sailors and Marines in the California area wkile the thesps are 
doing the work. Actors and actresses who have devoted time and energy 
to the upkeep of morale among the service men complain that various 
committee members are enjoying publicity blurbs while doing nothing to 
help the good work along. Some of the players are threatening to ignore 
the committee and offer their services direct to the military authorities. 





Edmund Reek was appointed vice-president and producer of Movietone 
News last week by Sidney R. Kent, head of 20th-Fox. His elevation to | 
the post held by the late Truman Talley was forecast by ‘Variety’ on Jan. 
21. Reek, who has been general manager of the newsreel for the last four 
years, has served as operating head for nearly a year during Talley’s ill- 
ness. The newsreel organization will operate the same under Reek as it 
had under Talley 


There's apparently no shortage of ‘jerks’ in Hollywood this season. 
Three film titles containing the appelation have been registered with the 
Hays office. 


Latest is Paramount’s “The Nightmare of a Jerk.’ 


tied up ‘A Jerk in the FOB’ and 20th-Fox ‘The Magnificent Jerk.’ Latter | 
has already started in production. 
Under term agreement signed whereby National Screen Service is to 


handle distribution of Metro accessories, Metro’s current personnel is to 
be absorbed by the two contracting parties. Some poster clerks and other 
accessory ad men will remain with M-G while others will continue with 
NSS. NSS is to work in closer cooperation with the M-G advertising 
department. 

Bill Pine, for years assistant to Cecil 
with a reputation for fast filming, was handed a copy of ‘The Man From 
Home,’ with a request from Cee Bee to read it for possible production in 
the future. At the end of a week, after no news from the Pine organi- 
zation, DeMille remarked, ‘I wonder if Bill has made a picture out of it 
yet?’ 


B. DeMille but now a producer 





RKO package deal on ‘Look Who’s Laughing’ (Edgar Bergen and Fibber 
McGee and Molly) cost $350,000 and film will gross $1,000,000 at present 
pace. Bergen was guaranteed $50,000 plus percentage and Fibber and 
Molly $35,000, the only two salaries of importance in the film. Bergen 
has been offered $75,000 for his share of the percentage already. 





/ 

Jane Withers, finished with her seven-year contract at 20th-Fox, is 
going back to school to finish her education before taking on any more 
film work. Her mother has turned down several stage and screen offers 
until the end of the school year in June. Young actress checked off the 
Westwood lot after finishing ‘The Mad Martindales,’ her 28th feature. 

Emphasis on the $100,000 purchase of Ring 
Kanin’'s story, ‘Woman of the Year,’ is nov 
especially since reviewers seem to have stressed that so much, 
{t was a complete shooting script, 
them plenty of coin. 





Lardner, Jr., and Michael 
regarded as out of proportion, 
Actually 
and from a studio viewpoint it saved 


Brian Donlevy donated the space for Walter 
the Coast trade dailies for the Navy Relief 
Madison Square Garden, N. Y., March 10. 


Winchell’s thank-you ads in 
talent being lined up for 











Burbank studio | 
was toid at the time that White House permission must be obtained be- | 


Universal previously | 


US. Pic Cos. Mull Film Jack London’s Life 


Hollywood, Feb. 24. 
Action on Brazil's. S Jack London's life will be filmed} 
| — 
Samuel Bronston. 


Columbia through a deal with| 

Latter has obtained screen rights 
| from the novelist’s widow and pub- 
| lis shers. 











Interstate Plans 
Honor Roll for 


Aides in Service 





New decree handed down 
Brazil, which would control the p 
ture business in that country, in- | 
cluding that of the U. S firms, is | 
considered by the U. S. pix industry 
as being in contravention to the ex- 
isting trade treaty between this na- 
tion and Brazil’s government. This 
approach to combating the Brazil- 
inn decree was mulled last Friday 


NT CONVENTION 
TOOK IN PLENTY: 


Feb. 24. 
wartime op- 


Hollyv ood, 


Rentals, percentages, 





(20) in New York at the Hays office | eration, and franchise renewals were 
when Carl Milliken, foreign man-| among the subjects under discussion | 
{ager for the Motion Picture Pro- | by execs of National Theatres Corp. 
|ducers & Distributors Assn., met!in convention. Meeting, lasting bet- 
| with foreign executives and legal| ter part of a week, is expected to 


advisers for the major companies. | break up tonight (Tuesday ). 





Brazilian decree is patterned after | Both horizontal tilting of tariff 
| the one Italy employed about five | |for affiliated theatres and lower 
| years ago to establish a government |! scales in subsequents are being 
; film monopoly, or full control of the | argued pro and con. Underscaling | 
| picture business in that country, ac-|the late runs is a prelude to a de- 
| cording to preliminary interpreta- | mand on distributors for flat rentals, 
; tion in N. Y. However, it is re-| instead of the present policy by ma- | 
|garded as possibly not quite as | jors. 

| severe as the Italian edict although | Film buys are being severely 
| foreign department executives ad- | scrutinized in expectation the ma- 
| mit that actual drastic control would jors will crack down for straight 
| depend largely on how the decree is | percentage all along the line. 
administered. Yesterday's (Mon.) session was 
| Copies of the Brazilian edict were | given over to product availability 
received in N. Y. a few days ago. and selling plans. Theatre heads 
| also considered renewal of Colum- 


bia’s franchise plan for another year, 
after August expiration. Other com- 
panies understood under discussion 
and product survey made should cer- 
tain exchanges be passed up for com- 
ing season. 


Court Rules Photoys 
Union Can’t Set Up 
Employment Barrier. 














| Also on agenda are renewal 

| Metro franchise ending three-year 
Los Angeles, Feb. 24. | span Aug. 31, ‘and the status of Para- 
Charge of monopoly against the | mount as regards a third block not 
International Photographers local} yet sold to F-WC for this terri- 
659, IATSE, was sustained in Su- | tory.’ 
‘perior Court by Judge Henry M. | Spyros Skouras is expected to put 
Willis, who granted an injunction | finishing touches to the meet after | 
in favor of Otto Dyar, still camera- | today’s deliberations. 
|man, requiring the local to allow | : 
ithe plaintiff to obtain studio em- | 
| ployment or to accept his applica- The Big Pow-Wow 
|tion for union membership. Dyar's 
jcomplaint was regarded as a test Hollywood, Feb. 24. 


Linda Darnell and Randolph Scott 
share top spots in the Bryan Foy 


case and the decision as a precedent 
in labor circles. 


Once a member of Local 659 but | Production, ‘Sioux City,’ at 20th- 
dropped from the rolls for non- | Fox. 
payment of dues, Dyar was denied| Story dates back to pioneer days 


reinstatement. He testified that the | when the town was a meeting place 


| San 


of 


Antonio, Feb. 24 

E. E. Collins, local Interstate The- 
| city manager, has announced 
that Interstate will honor all em- 
ployees joining the armed forces 

The circuit will assist them finan- 
cially with their Government Insur- 
}ance policies and honor roll plaques 
lare being prepared for every the- 
;}atre of the chain. The honor rolls 
will carry the names of every man 
entered in the service. Service flags 
will be flown from marquees of key 
theatres in each town in Texas and 
New Mexico in which Interstate 
operates. These flags will carry a 
blue star for every employee in each 
respective city who has entered the 
service. 

Collins stated that the men have 
been urged to buy as much Govern- 
ment insurance as possible and the 
company's general offices in Dallas 
have set up a plan to pay the pre- 
| miumis on an amount of Government 
| insurance equal to the amount of 
group insurance each carried as an 
employee of Interstate. To date over 
100 men have joined the armed 
forces from the ranks of Interstate. 


Court Biss Woman 
From Theatre She Runs 


Springfield, Mass., Feb. 24 

The dispute between the town of 
Northampton, the trustees of its 
municipally-owned picture house, 
the Academy of Music, and the three 
lessees is due to be settled next 
| month. Judge Edward T. Broadhurst 
| in Hampden County Superior Court 
|on Wednesday (18) enjoined Mildred 
Walker, manager of the theatre, from 
entering it except as a patron or as 
| representative for one of the lessees, 
Martin F. Shaughnessy, now a cap- 
tain in the Army 

Shaughnessy, with Albert Desau- 
tels and Stephen Broidy, holds the 
lease to operate the theatre. The 
latter two seek to prevent Miss 
Walker from ‘interfering’ with their 
operation of the house. Trustees ap- 
pointed Miss Walker when Shaugh- 















































'union had taken in only one new/| for Indian tribes, nessy went into service. 
member in several years and had|, uy navn a 
created a condition of monopoly. In- pecan = ate yee 
py restrains Local 659 and the | #§ 
ATSE from interfering in any man-|#; New ,Y k ! wa sal i 
| ner with ‘the right of the plaintiff iad or ea res i 
be apply for, secure and retain ee } BE poomnnunmnmnennn quenienuinennismnsusnustnenngnnn 
|ployment as a still cameraman in| * ' snetcascunennbe 
lany studio.’ | 
| — ruled out 10 of the 11 counts | GINGER ROGERS 3RD WEEK 
'in Dyar’s complaint, one of which | ss ” | . Parae 
j}asked damages. Verdict was based as “ROXIE HART JAMES CAGNEY 
on a single count—that of a closed | wee Se awe | In a New Warner Bros. Hit 
shop, meaning the refusal of a local an eo, Montgomery | | ss ” 
to accept membership of a qualified A Y0th Century-Fox Comedy Hit CAPTAINS of the CLOUDS 
craftsman.’ Plus a Big ROXY QIth Ave. with the Royal Canaétien Alr Force 
Stage Show & 50th &t. —In Person 
and His 








Reagan’s Star Rating 


Hollywood, Feb. 24. 
is hoisting Ronald Rea- 
gan to lonestar rating in his next 


‘Qad Week!’ 


MGM's Thrill Drama 
Bren eree Mist Sere? 


Warners 














Want Comedy 


— Continued from page 3 


REBEL AT $550'f 








Robert 


| peeture, ‘Washington Broadcast,’ to 
| be directed by Raoul Walsh. Brenda 
| Marshall plays the femme lead. 


Lana 
TAYLOR @ TURNER 


‘JOHNNY EAGER’ 








and Costello slapstick with Army |} 
background. 


‘Hellzapoppin’ 


CALLS; EXTRAS 


(U - Levey) — in- 








definable Olsen and Johnson mad- 

ness. 
‘Corsican Brothers’ (UA-Small)— | 
more costume adventure. 
‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ (WB) | 

Hollywood, Feb. 24. —comedy 
Extras who refused to accept $5.50 ‘Yank in the RAF’ (20th) —| 
calls stirred an incipient revolt in| romance with a current war back- | 
; . | ground. 

the ranks following minor clashes at Films that follow the first 10 in 
Wrigley Field location of Gold-/ gross are equally on the escapist | 
wyn’s ‘Pride of the Yankees’ (the |side. They include: ‘They Died 
With Their Boots On’ (WB), adven- 


Lou Gehrig film), Central Casting | |, re based on Custer’s famed last 


recently reported only 14 of 85) |stand against the Indians; ‘All 

called agreed to take $5.50 calls and Through the Night’ (WB), a meller; 

waivers were granted to call in out- “Babes on Broadway’ (M-G), music- 

siders for work in that bracket, | comedy; ‘Suspicion’ (RKO), meller; 
‘ . a ’ ) t 

Paul Cook, member of Screen | Maltese Falcon (WB), mystery 


eller; ‘Remember the Day’ (20th), 
Actors Guild council, was removed ee ‘ ‘ 
forcibly at the ball park when he frome drama, and ‘Dumbo’ (RKO 


cartoon. 
attempted to block entrance agains st | Number of other pix, equally 
waiver extras, mixed, such as ‘Woman of the Year’ 
_Supes claim a campaign against} (M-G), screwball comedy; ‘Kings 
$5.50 calls to curb demand by pro-| Row’ (WB), drama, and ‘Shanghai 


ducers for higher bracket workers 
at lower day wage. SAG is being | 
petitioned to stamp out waiver calls 
at expense of regular dues-paying 
members, 


Gesture’ (UA-Pressburger), also a 
drama. have shown great promise in 
early runs but haven't had enough 
— yet to prove themselves top 
'b.o 


nkers. 


_ 


1| Currently Reagan is working with 
| 
| Err ol 




















Flynn in ‘Desperate Journey’ 
{on the Burbank lot. 
ee 
HELD OVER 
“Hotel ‘Takeover | Paramount presents In Person 
——_—_—_— (Continued from page laa | ‘Tten Gane ae te 
P , , 1a KING 
school, which to train air corps “BAHAMA SISTERS 
| administrative officers. Stowell said | PASSAGE” Extra 
|today (Tuesday) that the Army had | > Sees Oe Ane 
taken over three hotels to house the | === EERRRSSRSSSe2e, 
men end others will be tsken (Oe eer ee 
| needed. None will be commandeered, | | 
| he stated, only those hotels being | LOW TIDE AT 20TH SO 
taken which volunteer their facili- ? 
ties. 


‘SHIPS’ STAYS DOCKED 


Hollywood, Feb. 24. 
Launching of ‘Down to the Sea in 
Ships’ was postponed for lack of 
ocean space on the back lot at 20th- 
Fox. With Tyrone Power slated to 


Those taken so far arc the Gover- 
| nor, Dorchester and Boulevard, all 
| off the beach and near the Munici- 
| pal Golf Course, which has been ac- 
| quired by the Army as a drill field. 
>| Army is paying $10 per month per 
| man, with an average of three men 








BLUE BARRON Orchestra 
STRAND Bway & 47th St. 
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LOEW’S Starts Thurs. Feb. 26 
_— Rosalind RUSSELL 
Walter PIDGEON 
Last Times wat. “DESIGN FOR 
Full-Length SCANDAL” 
Technicolor Feature 
“MR BUG GOES In Per 


Mischa AUER 
Jayee HUNTER 


TO TOWN” 


-On Btage 





Jay & Low SEILER 
Jimmy ‘‘Sehnozzie’’ GOLDEN GATE 
DURANTE QUARTETTE 




















“‘Mister y” 


UNITED mtu et =~ P 

’way a 
ARTISTS RIVOLI 49th St. 
Doors Open 9:30 A.M. MIONITE SHOWS 














| to a room, or $30 per month per | sai] the Spanish Main in “The Black 
} room. Swan,’ and the wartime regulations 
| Reports that the Army will de-|on the Pacific, there is not enough 


| mand facilities of the Roney-Plaza 


| or other major hotels was denied by | Westwood. 
| Lieut. Col. Stowell. The 1,200- Production of ‘Ships’ is detained 
| eapacity Terrace restaurant on 24th | until June. Meanwhile, Gregory | 


street and the Beach is getting the 
| bulk of the mess biz. How it will 
| reflect on year-round nitery ‘biz is 
still problem atic 


Ratoff, who had the director assign- 
ment, will pilot “Strictly Dynamite, 
a musical, to be produced on the 
same lot by William LeBaron 





room for two big sea pictures in| 
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| NBC, CBS Fail to Get Injunction; 
Must Await FCC ‘Injury’ Before 


Will 


Pleading; One Judge Files Dissent: 


|WGRC went on the air to tell the 





NBC and CBS will decide within 
the next few days whzther to take 
their grievance against the Federal 
Communications Commission to the 
U_ S. supreme court. Impression in 
the trade is that the FCC will defer 
acting to enfcrce its new rules on 
chain broadcaSting if the two net- 
works move quickly on the appeal. 
Latest setback suffered by the webs 
in their fight with the FCC is the 
refusal of a special Federal statutory 
court, sitting in New York City, to 
grant an injunction. In a majority 
opinion .two to one) it was held 
that the court was without jurisdic- 
tion. 

Justice Learned Hand, who wrote 
the prevailing opinion, pointed out 
that the FCC’s orders were nothing 
more than a declaration, ‘or, if one 
chooses, a threat,’ that it proposes to 
enforce certain conditions upon the 


‘renewal of a station’s license in the 


future and that under the circum- 
stances the court has no power to 
rule whether the action is right or 
wrong. Judge Hand also stated that 
so far no evidence had been ad- 
vanced that the FCC has changed 
the status of prevailing contracts be- 
tween network and affiliated sta- 
tions. ° 

He agreed that enforcement of the 
FCC’s regulation will adversely af- 
fect the networks’ interests but when 
that does actually happen, Judge 
Hand added, the networks can ap- 
peal to the U. S. court of appeals. 
This appeal would be from any 
order ‘imposing unlawful conditions 
upon an affiliate’s license.’ ‘At any 
rate,’ concluded this judge, ‘until the 
commission shows some disposition 
to deny them (the networks) a fair 
hearing in a proceeding for a re- 
newal of an affiliate’s license we are 
not to assume that it will not do so.’ 

Judge John Bright based his dis- 
sent on the belief that the networks 
were entitled to relief without 
awaiting what he d:scribed as ‘the 
idle ceremony of a denial of a 
license.’ 


Martin Block Jockeying 
Discs from Richmond 
On Lucky Plant Tour 


Martin Block is to take his WNEW, 
N. Y., Make-Believe-Pallroom record 
program to Richmond, Va., Thurs- 
day and Friday (26-27) to emphasize 
the beginning of a quarter-hour 
daily series by Lucky Strike cigarets. 
Block will tour the American To- 
bacco Co.’s plant and do his show 
from WRNL, Richmond. It will be 
hooked to WNEW by 
lines. 

Block and a group of Lord & 
Thomas advertising agency execu- 
tives leave N. Y. today (Wednesday) 
to get ready. Spieler is carting 162 
recordings with him to use on the 
four broadcasts he will d:. 











DEWEY LONG TO CHICAGO 





Head WLW Sales 
Grinalds Up at WSAI 





Cincinnati, Feb. 24. 


Dewey Long, general manager of 


WSAI since August, 1938, transfers 
this week as manager of the WLW 
sales office in Chicago. He replaces 
Walter Callahan, who filled the post 
for the past two years and is return- 
ing here to become assistant to Rob- 
ert E. Dunville, general sales man- 
ager of Crosley stations. 

Archie Grinalds, who has been 
sales manager under Long, becomes 
WSAI general manager. Further 
realignment of Crosley stations’ sales 
execs has Bernard Musnik changing 
from the WLWO (shortwaver) to the 
WLW sales staff in New York. 

A farewell party in Long’s honor 
was held Monday (23) night in the 
Cuvier Press ciub. 


Dinty Doyle Joins CBS 


The original Dinty Doyle has 
joined the press department of CBS 
in New York under Lou Ruppel. 

Former radio editor was last with 
Earle Ferris. 








telephone | 


Office— 


| 10c Worth of Partners 





the ‘Easy Aces’ 
script is kidding advertising 
agencies. The name of the fic- 
tional firm is one of those long- 
winded ones, Lewis, Williams, 
Taylor, Jones & Ace. 
‘In the middle of giving the 
name a character pauses for 
breath in one episode and the 
telephone operator breaks in: 
‘Deposit five cents, please, for 
another three minutes.’ 


Currently 








Par Soap to Sponsor 
‘Service’ Show from KFI 


Over NBC Pacific Loop 


San Francisco, Feb. 24. 

Although details are being closely 
guarded, Par Soap has bought a coast 
network quarter on the NBC Red. 
This apparently ends a two-year sales 
pitch by all three (now four) webs. 

Oakland soap outfit has used par- 
ticipations and other air shots but 
current deal is first major ether ven- 
ture. Show, entitled ‘It Happened in 
the Service,’ will have an army 
camp flavor but will be aimed at 
the femmes. Time is 5:30 to 5:45 
p.m. Wednesdays and show will orig- 
inate in KFI studios in Los Angeles. 
Account is handled by Long Adver- 
tising Service of San Frarzisco and 
San Jose. 

Understood supplemental stations 
will augment the Red outlets used. 


JAY CLARK SUCCEEDS 
VINCENT ON ‘COURAGE’ 


Jay Clark succeeds Chick Vin- 
cent, effective Monday Monday (2), 
as director of ‘Woman of Courage,’ 
serial on CBS for Colgate-Palmolive- 
Peet. Clark already directs ‘Parker 
Family’ on the Blue for Woodbury. 
Vincent handles ‘Pepper Young,’ on 
NBC-Red, and ‘The O’Neills,’ on 
CBS, for Procter & Gamble. Prox- 
imity of the latter two shows to the 
‘Woman of Courage’ repeat was what 
necessitated the change. 

‘Courage’ is supervised by Mildred 
Fenton, daytime radio head of the 
Ted Bates agency. 











Peter Grant Into Army 





Cincinnati, Feb. 24. 
On March 9 Peter Grant, WLW’s 
veteran newscaster, will become Pri- 
| vate Melvin Meredith McGinn. 
| He will be inducted into the Army 
at Ft. Thomas, Ky., opposite Cincy. 





Jack Haley’s Audition 

Jack Haley is working on a audi- 
tion record of “The Amazing Mr. 
Smith’ through the A. & S. Lyons 
office. 

American Can Co. sponsored the 
comedy mystery last season, with- 
drawing because of the priorities sit- 
uation. 


RUBINOFF SCORNS HIS 
SURROUNDINGS AT WGRC 


Louisville, Feb, 24. 
Rubinoff, the violinist, last week 
served as the target for a Steve 
Cisler ‘explanatory’ broadcast. 
Rubinoff had called off a cuffo mike 
appearance and the manager of 


listeners the reason they weren’t 
hearing the scheduled violinist was 
because he (Rubinoff) didn’t like tHe 
idea of broadcasting from a make- 
shift studio. Rubinoff was in town 
for the day (19) to do a concert in 
a local auditorium under the aus- 
pices of the Kiwanis Club. The date 
on WGRC had been arranged for 
publicity purposes. 

Cisler admitted that the studio in 
question did not compare with 
studios of modern design but that 
since it was good enough for the 
origination of 10 shows a week to 
Mutual it should have been alright 
for a violinist. Rubinoff claimed 
that he found the studio piano out 
of tune and sounds of street noises 
filtering into the studio. Also that 
the piano strings showed signs of 
having been banged on with a mallet 
for some serial’s sound effects. Cisler 
countered this with the statement 
that not only was the piano properly 
tuned but the studio itself was 
thoroughly soundproof. 

Cisler had meanwhile called on 
WHK,. Cleveland, to fill in with 
something else for what was to be 
Rubinoff’s contribution to the sus- 
tainer, ‘Mutual Goes Calling.’ 


BRAD SIMPSON 
OPENS AGENCY 





Cincinnati, Feb. 24. 
G.Bradford Simpson, program di- 
rector of WKRC, Mutual affiliate. 
for the past 18 months, is leaving 
station this week. On March 2 he 
will open an advertising agency here 
and devote special attention to radio 
accounts, with scripting and produc- 
tion service and exploitation of pro- 
grams in addition to time buying. ' 
Simpson was in the St. Louis radio 
field before coming to Cincy. Syd 
Cornell, who has been his assistant, 
will move up as acting program di- 
rector of WKRC. 








BILLY HILLPOT WITH 


ROCKEFELLER GROUP 


Billy Hillpot, formerly program 
manager of the Blue Network, has 
joined Pat Weaver in the radio divi- 
sion of the Rockefeller Committee 
on Inter-America Relations. 





Hillpot has also been a radio en- | 


tertainer and booker and agent of 
talent. 





20 SPOTS FOR 20 WEEKS 


Kellogg All-Bran and Pep Resume 
Via Kenyon & Eckhardt 





Kellogg will resume its spot an- 
nouncemenis in behalf of All-Bran 
and Pep the middle of next month. 
They are being placed by Kenyon & 
Eckharat. 

Schedule stipulates 20 transcribed 
announcements a week for 20 weeks. 











Operetta Contest Grand 


WGN Picks Three $1,000 Winners 


Prize by Public Vote— 


Armentrout, Faith, Hastings Selected for Run-Off © 





Chicago, Feb. 24. 

Lee Armentrout, arranger for Ben 
Bernie, Paul Whiteman and Alec 
Templeton, won one of the three 
$1,000 prizes offered by WGN in the 
$10,500 contest for a great American 
operetta. Armentrout collaborated 
with Fenton Lee. 

Announcement of the three win- 
ners, selected from hundreds of 
scores submitted by composers from 
an original entry list of 2,232, was 
made during special broadcast of the 
Chicago Theatre of the Air Satur- 
day (21). Each of the three win- 
ning operettas, the other two were 
by Ross Hastings, Los Angeles, and 
Percy Faith, conductor of the Con- 








{tented milk hour who collaborated 


with Jim Pease, assistant continuity 
director for NBC, Chicago, is eli- 
gible for a grand prize of $5,000 to 
be determined in a poll of radio 
listeners. 

Three operettas will be presented 
from the WGN studios March 14, 21, 
28 and will be designated as oper- 
ettas one, two and three in a con- 
test whereby listeners will vote for 
the grand prize winner. The grand 
prize-winning work will be broad- 
cast over WGN-Mutual April 11. 

Armentrout-Lee operetta has work- 
ing title of ‘The Lead Soldier,’ the 
Faith-Pease title is ‘The Gandy 
Dancer’ and the Hastings operetta is 
called ‘America Loves a Melody.’ 


Black Skin’ Sermon Reacts 





United States. 
because of their new Negro status. 
pastor.’ 


for press stories the next day. 


or gospel, truth. 


white and awakened with black skins. 
all the disadvantages and disabilities supposedly visited upon them 


Lincoln, Feb. 24. 


Broadcasting over KFOR here Rev. Paul Becker chose a novel 
method to highlight a sermon against Negro discrimination in the 
He announced that he and his family had gone to bed 


Then followed the details of 


Within a few minutes the KFOR telephone switchboard began to 
light up with calls asking more details on ‘the terrible disaster to the 
These continued all days and the incident became a matter 
In short, the public didn’t ‘get’ the 
novel hyperbole and supposed anything a preacher said was literal, 





a 





Payne Dissents From FCC Ruling, 
Raps WCCO, Minneapolis, In 
Decrying Tun-Down of WNYC 





Baseball Player Draws 
Blank in Slander Suit 
Against Radio Station 


Fort Worth, Feb. 24. 

The 96th District Court here has 
dismissed the $50,000 damage suit 
filed by Ray Starr, baseball! pitcher, 
against Zack Hurt, KFJZ announcer, 
and others because of remarks Hurt 
was purported to have made against 
Starr during the broadcast of a base- 
ball game, between Fort Worth and 
Oklahoma City, 

Starr then was a member of the 
Fort Worth team but is now with the 
Cincinnati club. Other defendants 
were the Texas State Network, Inc., 
and the Tarrant County Broadcast- 
ing Company. 


OFF’S COMMITTEES 
FOR ADMEN, WEBS 


The Office of Facts and Figures 
has two new committees. First for 
adman cooperation includes: 

A. K. Spencer, J. Walter Thomp- 
son. 

Heagen Bayles, Ruthrauff & Ryan, 

John G. Hynes, Lord & Thomas. 

John A. Carter, Pedlar & Ryan. 

Arthur Pryor, B.B.D.&O. 

Frederick W. Wile, Young & Rubi- 
cam. 

R. J. Scott, Schwimmer & Scott. 

Kirby Hawkes, Benton & Bowles. 

Network cooperation committee 
includes Charles Vanda, Madeline 
Ensign, C. L. Menser, Charles Barry, 
| William Lewis, Frank Stanton, Philip 
| Cohen, Douglas Meservey. 


inane 




















|Orange Crush Orders 
Disc Music from World 


Orange Crush Co. has placed an 
order for one-minute announcements 
using music from the World Stu- 
dios, New York. 

Aubrey, Moore & Wallace, of Chi- 
cago, is the agency. 





ALONZO COLE LOSES 





Third Time His Action Against Lord 
Is In Court 





Long-pending, many - chaptered 
complaint of Alonzo Deen Cole 
against Phillips H. Lord, Inc., involv- 
ing Lord’s radio program, ‘Mr. Dis- 
trict Attorney,’ was dismissed by 
Judge Ferdinand Pecora in the N. Y. 
Supreme Court ast week after a 
five-week trial. 

It was the third trial of this pla- 
giarism action, representing a victory 
for Lord, Judge Pecora granting 
judgment in favor of his firm. 





Halley Back to Kaycee 





Kansas City, Feb. 24. 

George E. Halley, who has main- 
tained a Chicago office for Station 
KMBC, has returned to the Kansas 
City offices. The Chicago office, 
where Halley was director of na- 
tional program sales, is being tem- 
povarily discontinued. 

Here Halley is devoting himself to 
promotional work on the new 300- 
odd piece library of transcriptions 
recently completed in Hollywood by 
the Texas Rangers, an Arthur B. 
Church program property. 





| financial gain. 





Washington, Feb. 24, 


Unique nature of its operations 
and high grade of program service 
should merit departure from the 
clear-channel policy and the FCC 
ought to grant the full time request 
of WNYC, the oldest municipally- 
owned transmitter in the country, 
This argument was made Tuesday 
(24) by Commissioner George Henry 
Payne in dissenting from the finde 
ings of the majority, which held that 
WCCO, Minneapolis, is entitled to 
continued exclusive right to night- 
time use of the 830 kc. band. 

Payne ripped into the majority 
with complaints the proposed ad- 
verse findings contain ‘meretricious 
window dressing, are illogical and 
unnecessarily legalistic,” and raise 
phoney issues. 

The hold-out member declared the 
Commish should not ‘permit its own 
regulations to stand in the way of a 
more efficient use of broadcast fa- 
cilities’ and declared that the publie 
will benefit far more from additional 
service of the New York City mu- 
nicipal plant than from protecting 
the ‘monopoly’ of a commercial 
transmitter, 

Pointing out that WNYC originally 
(until the old FRC forced it in 1928 
to share with Donald F!-mm) had 


full-time privileges, Payne com- 
plained ‘the program service of 
WNYC, which has no’ been taken 


into considerition in the proposed 
findings in this case is of the high- 


est standard as to quality and is 
unique. It is a service presented by 
an agency of government for the 


benefit of its citizens and not for 
No advertising what- 
ever is carried by the ion.’ 
Payne, in remarking on the ‘gen- 
eral usefulness’ of WNYC, com- 


mented that WCCO ‘is no better, no 


ets 
ota 


worse, than scores of others. It is a 
commercial station, the main pure 
pose of whicl is to earn money for 
tlose who own and operate it. The 
program service is, after all, a sec- 


ondary matter to a station like this. 
After all, a broadcast station is just 
a lot of meaningless equipment un- 
less it renders a program service, 
and the better the program service, 
the better the station. Between the 
program service >of the two stations, 
there is no comparison, so superior 


is the New York station to the 
Minneapolis one.’ 
Interference argument is unim- 


pressive, as the only trouble from 
WNYC would occur in WCCO’s sec- 
ondary area, Payne argued. Nobody 
would be deprived of all radio serv- 
ice, while a large number of people 
would receive added service if 
WNYC should be allowed to oper- 
ate longer hours, 





LADY ESTHER TESTS 
LOCAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Lady Esther agency will under- 
take a four-week test of one-minute 
and chainbreak announcements, 
Starting March 16, through the Ped- 
lar & Ryan agency. 

For the evening it will be exclu- 
sively chainbreaks, while the day- 
time schedule will take in both one- 
minute blurbs and chainbreaks. 








Bob Burns Optioned 


Campbell Soup has picked up its 
option on Bob Burns for another 13 
weeks through the Ruthrauff & 
Ryan agency. 

The new binder takes effect March 
17. 
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SEE SUMMER NEAR NORMAL 





Pro and Con on Radio Biz 





The National Assn. of Broadcasters 


ness outlook in view of priorities and other wartime conditions. 


sents this composite picture: 
Favorable Outlook 

Agriculture: 

Cattle Foods 

Seeds 

Nurseries 

Live Stock 
Amusements 
Bakeries 
Boots and Shoes 
Ciothing Stores 
Cleaners—Dyers—Laundries 
Cosmetics 
Dairies 
Department Stores 
Drug Stores 
Educational 
Farm-Orchards Produce 
Financial 
Florists—Nurseries 
Food Products 
Garages (uncertain) 
Ceneral Stores 
Grocery and Food Stores 
Hotels, Restaurants, Resorts 
Insurance 
Jewelers 
Medicals, Proprietaries 
Merchandise Chains 
Professional Services 
Public Utilities (uncertai1) 
Publications 
Sporting Goods (uncertain) 
Soaps, Toilet Goods, Beauty Shops 
Tobacco 
Tourist Attractions 
Transportation: Rail, Bus (uncertain) 
New Products 
New Uses for Old Products 


Automotive: 


Washington, Feb. 24. 
has prepared a report on the busi- 
It pre- 


Unfavorable Outlook 


New Passenger Cars, Trucks 
Accessories 
Tires and Tubes 
Tra: tors 
Aviation 
Beverages 
Building Materials, Supplies 
Confectioneries 
Contractors 
Farm Mac.inery 
Furniture, Home Furnishings: 
Floor Coverings 
Curtains and Drapes 
Gasoline and Oil 
Heatings, Plumbing 
Home Appliances: 
Refrigerators 
Washing Machines 
Ranges 
Oil Burners 
Industrial 
Office Equipment 
Radio Receivers 
Real Estate 
The general field of ‘Durable Con- 
sumer Goods’ 





NEW RATE CARD 
DUE THIS WEEK 
FROM BLUE 


The Blue Network will issue a new 
rate card this week which will pro- 
vide for further discounts for adver- 
tisers using several groups of sup- 


plementary stations. Purpose of this 





move is to make it economically 
easier for clients to buy extensive} 
hookups. 


In May, 1941, the Blue initiated an 
amendment to its discount setup 
which provided for special discounts 
when an advertiser purchased one 
or more of such supp groups as the 


Blue Southern, Blue Southwestern, 
Blue Mountain and Blue Pacific 
Coast. Similar special discounts, 


ranging from 5% to 20%, will be ex- 
tended to clients buying still other 
groups. The Blue management sed 
come to the conclusion that adver- 
tisers are being charged too much 
for ‘that extra batch of stations.’ 


NO MERCY FOR 
KATE HOPKINS | 








‘Kate Hopkins, Angel of Mercy,’ 
serial on CBS for Maxwell House 
(General Foods), goes off the air 
with the April 3 stanza. The ac- 
count has not yet decided whether 
to replace it with another show, or 
to drop the time. 

Program is handled by Benton & 
Bowles, scripted by Gertrude Berg 
and directed by Jack Hurdle. 


NBC Bread Returns 


McCann-Erickson is returning NBC 
Bread to the spot field. It’s a one- 
minute transcription campaign with 
the schedule calling for 12 an- 
nouncements a week over a period 
of 26 weeks. 5 

Same account's cracker division is | 
considering also going spot but | 
through local programs. 











DANNY KAYE ON, OFF 


SHOW IN AGCY. MIXUP 


Danny Kaye was on and off the 
Kate Smith broadcast for Friday 
night (27) as a special guest as a 
result of a possible law suit. Ted 
Collins’ office opened negotiations 
with Music Corp. of America 











at WCCO, succeeding Mary Rennie. | 


Latter joins National Geographic 
editorial department, Washington, 
D. C. i 


SOLATED | 
AIT CASES 





LY 
PRIORITY CASES 


No Present Signs of Drastic 
Hot Spell Exodus of Spon-| 
sors Because of War —' 
‘Fibber McGee’ Held a 
Priorities Problem Strictly 





FOODS AS IS 





None of the leading ad agencies | 
in radio anticipates any marked | 
change in the commercial setup of | 
the networks this summer. A check 
among them last week disclosed 
that they regarded as. merely iso- 
lated cases of priorities embarrass- 
ment the announced withdrawal of 
Johnson Wax’s ‘Fibber McGee and 
Molly’ and ‘The Great Gildersleeve’ 
for the summer without sponsored 
replacements. Such agencies as 
Young & Rubicam and Ruthrauff & 
Ryan stated that there was no basis 
for imputing signs of a trend to these 
two departures and they pointed 
out that they themselves were cur- 
rently quite active in lining up re- 
placement shows for the coming 
summer, 

J. Walter Thompson revealed that 
the network operations of its ac- 
count will be no different this sum- 
mer than they were last year. What 





‘Short-Lived Spot Campaign Seeks 


To Convince Civilians There 
Are Seats on Air Transports 





R. J. Compton Back 


Richard J. Compton, president of 
the agency bearing his name, has 
returned from a three-week busi- 
ness-vacation trip to the Coast. 
Leonard Bush, vice-president, is still 
in Florida convalescing from pneu- 
monia, 

John McMillin, radio head of the 
agency, is vacationing this week, but 
is due back Monday. 


"ALDRICH MAY 
ADD WAXES 


General Foods may extend the use 
of ‘The Aldrich Family’ to spot 
broadcasting. Transcribed versions 
of the show as broadcast over NBC 
Thursday night would be heard in 
various markets plugging either 
Postum or Post Toasties. Plan is to 
make these spot schedules effective 
the week of March 23. 

Young & Rubicam will do the disc 
booking in Postum’s behalf, while 











Thompson accounts that don’t con- 
tinue their program through the 
warm season will exercise their 
usual hiatus of several weeks. Lord 
& Thomas reported that Bob Hope 
(Pepsodent) will have his customary 
summer pinch-hitter and Buchanan, 
agency on the Texaco account, will 
shortly start looking aroun for 


| something that would serve as a sub- 
| stitute for Fred Allen when he takes 
| his 
for | 
Kaye, but the comic’s attorney. Lou | 
Mandel, stated he would not make | 


vacation June 28. 
Neither Young & Rubicam nor 


Ruthrauff & Ryan, which are heavy 


Ad agency execs have expressed 
themselves as puzzled by the tack 
which Jerry Crowley, radio directo! 
of the Citizens for Victory, has taken 


| Benton & Bowles will place the Post 
| Toasties orders. The latter schedule 
| will be exclusively Saturday a.m. 


|RADIO WRITERS GUILD 
EXPECTS CBS DEAL 


Guild 





/ 





Radio Writers expects to 


sign a renewal this week of its con- | * ; 
vs writers at CBS. | index for the like period of January, 


tract covering nev 
| Deal. calls for the same wage mini- 


announcements, six nights weekly. 
Set through the Henri, Hurst 


} McDonald agency. 


+ 


Spot campaign which was launched 
last week by the Air Transport As- 
sociation to counteract re- 
ports about airline travel lasted but 
three days. When the «. win-Wasey 
agency placed the business with 37 
stations it made it clear that there 
would be five announcements at the 
most. On the day that the third an- 
nouncement was broadcast the asso- 
ciation instructed the agency to 
shelve the project. 

What the association sought to ac- 
complish by the air blurbs was to 
allay the impression among prospec- 
tive commercial plane passengers 
that the accommodations were being 
reserved primarily for those engaged 
in the war effort. The agency said 
that it assumed that the association 
by its order to cancel indicated that 
its purpose had been amply accom- 
plished. 


CAB Reports New 
Nite Listening High 
For Last Jan. 6-11 


Night-time listening, according to 
the latest report of the Co-operative 
Analysis of Broadcasting, reached an 
all-time peak during the week of 
Jan. 6 to 11. The night-time index 


certain 








& | nouncement 


|'for that week was 32.5, whereas the 


1941, figured 31.3. Daytime listening 
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H. B. Cough Drops renewed an- 
schedule for an addi- 
tional four weeks. 
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‘THIS IS WAR—II’ 
With Paul Muni, Leith Stevens Music 
30 Mins. 
Saturday, 7 p.m. 
All Stations 

Propaganda under impossible con- 
ditions is the trade summation of the 


excuse - it - please - This-Is-War pro- 


gram Saturday night about the 
White House. The trade had its 
qualms in advance when the an- 


nouncement was made that a piece 
based on the Executive Mansion was 
to be broadcast If anything the 
final result was more awkward than 
feared. 

The final script as rewritten came 
through only shortly before air time. 
It had been torn apart for policy 
reasons. William N. Robson's script 
had been almost entirely thrown 
away and he requested that his name 
not be used and it was not, although 
advance publicity identified him and 
hence he suffered the bad press that 
followed. 


Robson had asked to be permitted 
to see the White House on the 
grounds an author should know his 
subject but permission was denied 
except for one quick peek at the 
cabinet room. Norman Corwin had 
only a few policy verbotens to guide 
him as director. All the radio-wise 
group was pretty unhappy knowing 
the program was going to be bad but 
unable to do much about it because 
of their inability to use their own 
judgment. It was as embarrassing 
internally as the program proved to 
listeners. 

Impression left behind is that the 
subject was too tough. It was an 
occasion for exquisite tact but red 
tape and confusion prevented tact 
from being employed. The program 
merely annoyed Roosevelt-haters 
and made his loyal following squirm. 

The President of the United States 
is a hero to at least half the world. 
He certainly does not require either 
as a man or a statesman any radio 
buildup of a Saturday night. Un- 
fortunately the script in its final 
tortured form went about its task 
self-consciously and produced an ob- 
sequious, fawning tone wholly in- 
appropriate in a democracy where 
the Chief of State, no matter how 
great, is never approached in a 
prone posture. 

The script, bearing evidence of 
much rewriting, did not limit itself 
to Roosevelt, but included other 
crises and other presidents. It might 
have been pat to draw scme com- 
parisons between Lincoln and 
F.D.R., but the script lacked crackle 
and sparkle in the lines, so this did 
not register effectively. Drama was 
largely missing throughout the 
script, being substituted by captions 


and dressed up, but not covered up, | 


by transitional music. In the general 
let-down even so fine an actor as 
Paul Muni sounded, when handed 
such wet cornflakes, about as ani- 
mated as, say, Albert Spalding. 
Some thought should be given, too, 
it would seem, to the matter of big 
words in scripts intended to be 
understandable to the less literate 
members of the nation. Here are 
some of the words scattered through 


RADIO REVIEWS 


‘THE BOUNTY MUTINEERS’ 
Play 
75 Mins. 
BBC, London 

More about Captain Bligh. This 
radio version of the ill-famed ship 
is based, by Cyril Nash, on Owen 
Rutter’s book, ‘The True Story of the 
Bounty,’ the captain's log and Ad- 





miralty records and other contem- 
porary documents. 
Charles Laughton showed _ the 


latent brutality of the man in charge 
|}almost as soon as the ship left 
| Portsmouth, his harsh discipline wax- 
ing with every mile, culminating in 
the. vicious rage that brought his 
world tumbling about his ears. Mal- 
colm Keen, over the air, makes the 
skipper a much milder character, 
his cholerie outbursts only becoming 
discernible toward the end of the 
outward voyage. The terrific re- 
sponsibility, the necessity for keep- 
ing in check the unruly riff-raff un- 


weather ccf ditions serve more as an 
excuse for such outbursts 
tough seafaring days. 

Perhaps the film folk had to over- 
brutalize Captain Bligh to provide 
a meaty role for Laughton, and an 
excuse for Clark Gable to ally him- 
self with the mutineers. In this in- 
stance most of the incidents leading 
to the upheaval are merely related, 
not visualized or ested, which mars 
the realism—and spares the nerves. 
The story, therefore, is more doc- 
umentary, a good deal being nar- 
rated from extracts from the log- 
book, reports to the Admiralty, and 
scenes at the court-martial years 
after when many of the men were 
taken prisoner, or surrendered, at 
Tahiti and brought to England for 
trial. People who saw the picture 
must have found the story fairly easy 
to follow; others, unfamiliar with 
the various characters, would find it 
hard to differentiate, especially when 
the prisoners are being tried. 


Production by Peter Creswell was 
praiseworthy, and supperting com- 
pany give color and sincerity to the 
dramatic incidents and nautical back- 
ground, 





the script which the producers 
failed to delete: secretariat, barri- 
cades, servitors, colonnades, valor- 
ous, inconsolable, bivouacked, con- 
firmation, pedestrian. Not to men- 
tion such intellectual mouthfuls as 
‘jaunty complacency’ and ‘eaves~ 
dropped butely.’ 

Brother, in Ashtabula they don’t 
talk that wav. 

Another point that may be con- 
structive: how about getting along 
without a narrator? Neither radio 
art, propaganda, nor good story- 
telling requires one and they are 
likely, to become, by very nature, a 
Lit self-conscious. 

And maybe a simple story wouldn’t 
be bad. Mcre melodrama and iess 
saga, more today and less yesterday, 
more idiom and less about ‘the 
heavy, lonely thoughts of high re- 
sponsibility.’ 

Is it true what they say about 
Walt Disnev’s cartoon for. the 
Treasury being the smartest thing to 
|date in wartime morale technique? 
Land. 
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“LOOK AT THE LABEL...” 


advises Suzy, our Steno, ‘‘to determine 


quality. 
in Cinci 
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NETWORKS a 


Big names make WSAI news tops 
nnati... Wires of the ASSOCIATED 
INTERNATIONAL NEWS SERVICE 


and REUTER'S. Twenty-five news | 


writers and editors of national rep- 
utation. Famous news commentators 
and reporters. 


“Yes—and WSAI is tops in merch- 
andising, too." 
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der his command, and the appalling | 
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War Horror 





That midnightish break-in on 





WHN, New York: 
‘Here’s some good news—— 
(pause)....‘we pay more than 


ever for your pawn tickets.’ 








‘DAUGHTER OF UNCLE SAM’ 
With Mary Smal, Arline Francis, 

B. A. Rolfe, The Three Salutes, 

The Swing Patrol, Fannie Hurst 
Songs, Band, Talk 
30 Mins. 

Sustaining 
Sunday, 7:30 p.m. 
WJZ-Blue, New York. 

Even shorn of its flagwaving 
hoopla, ‘Daughters of Uncle Sam’ 
would rate better than an average 
sustainer. The infiltration of the 
patriotic motif is deftly guided with 
the result that the listeners get a 
pretty good blend of musical enter- 
j}tainment and war morale uplift. 
Heading the vocal class is Mary 
Small, who can do smart and pleas- 
urable things with a pop number. As 
m.c. Arline Francis endows the pro- 
ceedings with a goodly portion of 
charm. Another commendable factor 
is the general production. It’s well 
geared to the required pace and 
dash. 

The all-girl orchestra which B.A. 
Rolfe has assembled for this series 
gets away nicely with the chores. 
It’s no Phil Spitalny aggregation, but 
with the aid of some slick arrange- 
ments the Rolfe bevy manages to in- 
ject punch into such compositions as 
‘I Am An American,’ ‘White Cliffs of 
Dover.’ ‘There'll Always Be an Eng- 
land,’ plus divers war songs of the 
past generation. On the introductory 
event (22) Miss Small was especially 
ingratiating with her choruses of 
these older war-time ditties, while 
the two rhythm contingents, The 
Three Salutes and The Swing Patrol, 
proved capable of lending spicy bits 
of oral counterpoint. 

As for the ‘message’ side of the 
program, there’s a femme guestee, 
described asa ‘minute woman.’ whose 
assignment it is to pay a tribute to 
some branch of the armed service or 
people on the home front. Fannie 





Hurst was the initial invitee and she 
made hers both a tribute and an ap- 
peal. She spoke of the heroic figures, 
such as Capt. Colin P. Kelly, Jr., al- 
ready produced by the U.S. Army in 
this war and she urged that civilian 
America prove itself worthy of their 
sacrifices. 

The program veers off into au- 
dience participation by inviting up 
to the mike a soldier to do the 
chorus of one of the war-time songs. 
For his reward it’s two tickets to a 
Broadway show plus his choice of 
any girl in the band as a theatre 
companion. The item had an air of 
the plant about it but the reaction 
was all to the program’s favor. 

Odec. 





‘THE SPIRIT OF ’42’ 
With Rush Hughes, Brewster Mor- 
gan 
Service Show 
30 Mins. 
| Sustaining 
| Sunday, 2 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 
This series gives listeners 
closeups of every branch of 
armed services. 
| Originally it was broadcast on a late 
Sunday afternoon spot, with Burgess 
'Meredith as_ principal narrator- 


vivid 
the 





| quizzer and with John Charles Daly | 
took | 
Meredith’s place after the actor re- | 
Producer | 


as assistant. Rush Hughes 
turned to Hollywood. 
Brewster Morgan has recently been 
handling the secondary mike chore. 
Willis Cooper is writer. 

‘Spirit’ may be best described as a 
|service educational, designed to in- 
form, stimulate, interpret. It ex- 
plains by narration and interviews 
| (these with officers, non-coms and 
no-stripers) how the various 
branches of the nation’s fighting 
forces function. Feature covers a 
wide range of territory (principally 
jalong the Atlantic seaboard), of 
| units and of subjects. A number of 
| the last-named are on the technical 
| side, but the explanations are made 
as clear and simple as possible for 
laymen. Program shows evidence 
of careful preparation. Jaco. 


| JIMMY STARR 
| Film Gossip 
115 Mins.—Local 
GRAYSON’S APPAREL SHOPS 
Daily, 6 p.m. 
| KECA, Los Angeles 
(Milton Weinberg) 

For the short moolah being paid 
for this cross-the-board _ stanza, 
Jimmy Starr, picture editor of L. A. 
Herald-Express, delivers value-re- 
ceived, plus. (One Hollywood 
tattler on the networks was offered 
$125 for the five shots weekly. To 
such a low estate has gossiping 
fallen!) 

Starr gives out with nothing more, 
nothing less, than his high-salaried 
predecessors. (Jimmie Fidler was 
reputed to have drawn $1,750 for 
one quarter-hour session a week.) 
His voice is friendly, though flippant, 
and dribbles through the loud 
speaker with clarity and a soft 
bounce to the eardrums. He reads 
off his script as one would read his 
daily column. No effort at punching 
lines or shouting ‘scoop!’ With a 
brighter script and a more studied 
microphone technique he would rate 





with those who sopped up the gravy 
before him. Helm. 


Presented by CBS. | 


OTTO HARBACH’S SPECIAL 


Ray Kelly of NBC Also Helps for 
Dear Old Knox 











Knox College alumni of New York 
| will have a musical comedy enter- 
jtainment from its president, Otto 
| Harbach. Ray Kelly, manager of 
NBC's sound effects department, will 
turn actor for occasion. 

Other Knox grads whooping it up 
this Friday (27) at the Hotel Del- 
monico are Mr. and Mrs. Bill Kostka, 
he the former NBC press head. 





Musc'eman Billy Conn 
Just Bullied, Didn’t Hit 
Radio Critic, He Tells D.A. 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 24. 

Billy Conn, the pug, resents Bob 
Prince of WJAS-KQV saying over 
the radio that the opponents of Conn 
in the ring are pushovers, stumble- 
bums and easy fish. To malign his 
manly opponents is to malign him, 
says Conn. Conn feels the slander 
against his knockdown partners so 
keenly that he seized Prince, ac- 
cording to Prince, and pushed the 
sporteaster around i) a dark corner 
at the local arcade dedicated to 
physical culture and bloody noses. 
Conn’s version to the district attor- 
ney is that he merely threatened, 


rather than massaged, his radio 
critic. 
Whole issue of whether Conn 


fights toughies or butterballs became 
an official matter when Bob Prince's 
sponsor, Kaufman’s Department 
Store, took it to the officials who 
called in Prince and Conn. The pug 
was warned not to settle issues in- 
volving freedom of comment by re- 
sorting to his gymnasium technique. 


KSFO MOVES APRIL 1 
FROM CBS STUDIOS 


San Francisco, Feb. 24. 
Columbia 
oust its former affiliate, KSFO, from 
the Palace hotel studios, according 
to a statement issued Friday (20) by 
KSFO. Announcement claims CBS 
has continued to accept rent from 
KSFO past Jan. 1, that web has ver- 
bally agreed to an April 1 moving 
deadline and that KSFO had contem- 
plated a counter-suit for ‘malicious 
prosecution.’ ; 
CBS reps could not be reached for 
comment. 





Sigmund Spaeth Schaefering 
Sigmund Spaeth guests next 
Wednesday night (4) on ‘Schaefer 
Revue,” local variety show on WEAF, 
| New York. John Feeney and 
Three Jesters get the assignment 
the following week (1i). 
Lewis guests tonight (Wednesday). 
B.B.D.&O. handles the program. 





is dropping its suit to| 


the | 


Joe E.| 


‘Mary Mason Retires From 
‘Maudie’s Dairy’; Part May 
Be Assigned Caro! Smith 


Mary Mason, title actress ot 

‘Maudie’s Diary’ on CBS for Wonder 
Bread, goes off the program after 
tomorrow night's (Thursday) broag. 
cast. She will do the regular show 
tomorrow, but will be replaced for 
the repeat by Carol Smith, who has 
been playing the moppet comedy 
part of Paulie on the series. Repeat 
will be recorded and, if the client 
likes the show, Miss Smith will be 
retained in the part. 
Situation on the ‘Maudie’ show has 
| been uncertain for some weeks, A]. 
| though the option was recently 
picked up for another 13 weeks, the 
rating dropped sharply several weeks 
ago and both the client and the Ted 
Bates agency immediately considered 
changes. Although Miss Mason was 
rumored about to be replaced, Tom 
Revere, Bates radio head, and Bill 
Joyce, of the William Morris office, 
producers of the- show, denied last 
week that any decision had been 
made on the matter. However, it 
was subsequently learned that Miss 
Mason had already received her 
notice at that time. It was stated at 
the Bates agency again yesterday 
(Tuesday) that no decision regard- 
ing Miss Mason’s status had been 
made. 


According to other reports, ad- 
ditional changes will be made in the 
show. Gordon Graham may be re- 
placed as director and regular mem- 
bers of the cast, will henceforth be 
hired on a_week-to-week basis, 
Understood the story line will be 
shifte@ from its emphasis on the 
Maudie character, as in the original 
Ladies Home Journal sketches by 
Graeme and Sarah Lorimer, to focus 
more attention on the part of Davie, 
played by Bob Walker. Comedy is 
also to be broadened considerably. 


Morris agency sold show on au- 
dition records with Miss Mason who 
insisted on billing and refused to 
sign an exclusive representation 
contract with Morris for radio, legit 
and films. In addition, the Morris 
office, as package producers, were to 
pay commissions to the agent who 
had set Miss Mason on the program. 

Miss Mason is curently appearing 
in ‘Cafe Crown,’ legit comedy at the 
Cort, N.Y. 











Dinner-Dance and Purse 
Speed Hodges Into Army 


Worcester, Feb. 24. 


Hodges, special events an- 
nouncer of WTAG, inducted into 
Army at Fort Devens yesterday 
(Monday), is first member of staff 
to be called to military service. He 
was honored at dinner-dance and 
presented purse last week. 

Before coming to WTAG, he was 
radio news editor of KVOD, Denver, 
'and KVOR, Colorado Springs. 


| 


Gil 
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‘ACTION’ IS DONOVAN MO 


- 


DUSTRY FEARS. 
IE DISCOUNTED 


Government Committee 
Wants Cooperation But 
Must Have ‘Control’ of 
Program Content — Push 
for Quick Decisions After 
Many Meetings 





BUSINESS SQUIRMS 





Washington, Feb. 24. 

After another week of shortwave 
conferences who, what and why— 
tre minds have not found 1+ easy to 
meet and in some cases will discon- 
tinue the effort to do so in favor of 
action, right or wrong. Action is the 
great need and cry and is especially 
the motto of the Donovan Commit- 
Tore latter tends to be impatient 
of the industry and of other short- 
wavers who want to argue about de- 
tails. Apparently the Donovanites 
feel strongly on two points: (1) 
Only a Government agency can in 
the final analysis have authority 
over wartime program content and 
(2) there is every need for the co- 
operation of all under a partnership 
that need not be odious to private 
broadcasters. The fears of the latter 
that they will be ‘responsible’ in the 
sense of blame without having ‘au- 
thority’ to censor the cer.sors is not 
regarded as pertinent under present 
pressing needs. It’s called a hair- 
splitting question. 

Though there are differences of 
opinion in several directions, Uncle 
Sam is about set to initial agree- 
ments to take over all the time of 
the nation’s international broadcast- 
ing stations and is perfecting plans 
to build new DX facilities that prob- 
ably will be privately operated un- 
der close Federal supervision. Direct 
outlay of around $3,000,000 is antici- 
pated by industry observers ac- 
quainted with desire of Government 
officials to hypo the short-waved 
propaganda activities which so far 
have been a disappointment. 

Threat of ‘Government operation’ 
has caused considerable uneasiness, 
but the plan being discussed most 
seriously provides for private man- 
agement to do a good proportion of 
the programming and keep hands on 
actual running of the transmitters. 
Even the prospective new facilities 
likely will be farmed out, somewhat 
the same as the Army is getting 
commercial manufacturers to man- 
age tank and airplane factories built 
with taxpayers’ money. 

Final consummation of the deal 
for the full facilities of the 11 inter- 
ni.tional plants now on the air has 
been delayed by two rows and the 
usual governmental red tape which 
necessitates approval by several dif- 
ferent agencies. But it is hoped the 
issues can be settled within the 
week, 

The Coordinator of Information 
(William J. Donovan) and the Co- 
ordinator of Cultural Relations (Nel- 
Son Rockefeller) have pretty much 
decided to continue separate ways, 
after futile efforts to link their ac- 
tivities more closely. Philosophies 
of the two outfits, which are trying 
to sell democracy in different parts 
of the globe, just won’t blend. 

Suggest Private Groups 

Meanwhile William S. Paley .has 
Proposed that a couple of private- 
industry units should be in almost 
complete charge of all operations. 
The Paley scheme—laid before sev- 
eral operators of DX outlets last 
week and due for further discussion 
tonight (Tuesday)—calls for crea- 
tion of governing boards, each rep- 
resenting three international sta- 
tions, with a director-general apiece. 
Suggestions for programs only 
would be advanced by the govern- 
ment, with execution completely in 
the hands of these private industry 
groups, 

Some of the ‘private’ philosophy 
doesn’t sit well here. Officers hint 
it is impossible to let any ‘outsiders’ 
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mine the country’s radio foreign 
policy or have unrestricted power to 
say how the Roosevelt-established 
policies should be conveyed to for- 
eign listeners. 


Hopes that the Donovan and 
Rockefeller organizations might 
come close to merging their work 
have vanished. Latter balked at be- 
ing submerged to any degree and 
apparently has succeeded in getting 
over the thought that it knows far 
more what sort of propaganda 
should be beamed to Latin America. 
Despite this expectation is that some 
Federal agency—possibly a new gov- 
ernment-owned corporation or any 
of several existing outfts—will con- 
tract with the DX operators for all 
of their time and then parcel it out 
between the two coordinators, The 
Cultural Relations crew seems cer- 
tain to retain its hold or. the block 
from 4 p.m. to midnight, with the 


spray programs at Europe, Asia, and 
Africa. 


Considerable expansion of the 
‘Bronze Network’ of existing DXers 


C.O.I, having the other 16 hours to | get. 





MacLeish Will Outline OFF Plans 





Washington, Feb. 24. 


First hand explanation of what the Office of Facts and Figures plans 
along radio lines and how tke broadcasting industry can help the war 
effort will be told to all network affiliates Saturday morning (28) by 
Archibald MacLeish, librarian of Congress and head of OFF. 

Arrangements are being completed for networks for informal talk 


over closed circuits of all webs. 


Management of every affiliate will 


be able to get direct picture of the whole war propaganda drive and 


broadcasters’ responsibilities therein. 


No time fixed yet. 








iis in the minds of the Donovan 


planners. Presently this skein com- 
prises all the international outlets 
from Cincinnati (Crosley) to the At- 
lantic coast, plus a few commercial 
point-to-point and _ radio-telephone 
plants whose facilities are used on 
special occasions to improve the 
prospects of hitting the desired tar- 
If the money is forthcoming 
under plans now being weighed, ad- 
ditional use will be made of the 
latter outlets and Uncle Sam prob- 
ably will foot the bill for a substan- 





tial number of new higher-powered 
short-wave plants. Perhaps as many 
as two dozen. 

The government does not con- 
template buying time on existing 
transmitters at anything like card 
rates. Rather, the U.S. will guar- 
antee all costs of operation plus an 
allowance for depreciation. No profit 
item is being considered. 

As for new facilities, either an ex- 
isting outfit like Defense Plant Corp. 
or Reconstruction Finance Corp. may 
make loans or an outright invest- 














ment. In the formér case, capital 
would be furnished private come 
panies wanting to put up additional 
transmitters that they would own 
from the start. The other procedure 
has been followed in getting 
steel, aluminum, chemical and other 
plants built—would call for outright 
Federal ownership and then either 
leasing with an option to buy or re- 
taining private enterprise on a 
management-contract basis. Both 
techniques are possible. Still a third 
arrangement may involve’ under- 
standings with the non-broadcast 
short-wave operators (like Press 
Wireless, Mackay, International and 
American Tel-and-Tel companies, 
and RCAC) that the government 
would buy enough time to warrant 
their using their own money to put 
up additional antennas to beam pro- 
grams to specific places. 
Not An Operator 
The C.O.1., if successful in getting 
money from Congress and making 
the arrangements with private 
owners, doesn’t intend to become an 
operating company. What’s more, it 
(Continued on page 22) 
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a — George Seldes’ pamphlet, In Fact, took Roma Wines to task for one of 
The Columbia Broadcasting System attracted favor- order that a reaso.soly leisurely and comprehensible its recent Liberty mag adaptations, claiming the piece was ‘anti- -labor 
able comment last week among the New York adver- review of outstanding developments may reach the poison by radio, Whereupon the Bermingham, Castleman & Pierce ageney 
tising agencies with its clear-cut statement in further- audience before the program is diverted to a com- ™ rote Seldes: : . 
ance of commercial newscast controls recommended mercial message We are indeed sorry th at the Roma broadcast in question was 
recently by the Broadcasters Victory Council. Agency Omissions considered offensive and injurious; to lor. No such offense Was 
ALA. ? n . a e - : > . m: “ns sasts TOR or . . _ re 
men are developing an aversion to the vague-worded, If the middle commercial is normally permitted, the ; taorte n nn ae st nie bt i t. “= ont 
LE as , ; : of Liberty magazine short stories selecied . . , awit 
hard-to-understand type of statement that has been network reserves to itself the right on any appropri- | . BE selecic . bY in Clark 


fairly common in the industry with regard to supposed 
interpretation or clarification of war-produced situa- 
tions 

Agency time buyers who carry lots of news pro- 
grams on their bocks especially credited CBS with 
exercising forthright judgment Network rephrased 
BVC recommendations in the foilowing easily-grasped 
rules: 

Short Opening Commercial 

Opening commercials should be as short as possible 
and every news broadcast should get into the news as 
rapidly as possible Forty seconds is to be the limit 
on opening commercials for 15 and 10 minute news 
broadcasts. and 25 seconds for the opening of a five- 
minute program. 

Not Faked As News 

Ovening commercials must be given in such a way 
as not to lead the listener to believe that he is listen- 
ing to news rather than to a commercial 

No Jingles 

Neither opening commercial nor any other commer- 
cial is to be in the form of a jingle or any other device 
manifesting undue gaiety, humor, or excitement 

No ‘Teaser’ Technique 

The technique of giving mere sponsor identification, 
then a few headlines, and then going into a commer- 
cial is to be avoided because it tends to the use of a 
few bulletins as a kind of ‘teaser’ copy. confuses the 
listener. and compels him to listen to a commercial 
before he really finds out what the news is ali about. 

Middle Commercials 

Middle commercials shall at the option of the net- 
work be permitted only in news programs vf 10 min- 
utes or more. They are inappropriate in a five-minute 
news broadcast because they compel interruption of 
such a brief period of news. 

Only After Three Minutes 

One middte commercial is to be permitted when 
its inclusion is technically feasible, and this shall be 
preceded by a minimum of three minutes of news in 


Bernarr Macfadden has long been a champion of labor... . 

sist upon its coming later in the program, W hen its sour conga nes —_— hag: cigevan OF Se cack maa ~~ were & 

use earlier interrupts a continuing description of a agen oo —— _ particu a igen : 

sirgle situation. For example, if 10 minutes of a 15- Seldes commented on this: ‘This ad agency says the broadcast should 

minute nevs broadcast were devoted to the Roberts °° be charged to Roma. That is true. But it is not true that Macfadden 

report, the news of that report should not be inter- and Liberty have been friends of labor.’ 

rupted by a commercial. Simiiarly, if some transcend- - 

ental item takes up the entire news period, the spon- Coca-Cola in signing bands for mid-week shots on its ‘Spotlight Bands’ 

sor’s middle message should be omitted. programs on Mutual now inserts a clause in contracts giving it an option 
Advertising Apart /on same band for a Saturday night broadcast at a then-stipulated figure 

All commercials, except opening commercials which Since Saturday session is given each week to the band that amassed the 
are obviously a sponsor’s message, must be set apart highest over-counter record sales the week previous, clause is designed to 
from the news content in one of two ways. protect sponsors from last minute price holdup. 

It is preferable that a different voice be used, If Clause is probably based on recent activities of a ring a top leaders 
this is not done, the news broadcaster is permitted to | WFO sot together and set a price for the use of their bands on the ‘Spot- 
give the sponsor's message provided he invariably sep- light.’ Scheme was upset, however, by one of number who signed his 
arates it not solely by a pause but by some appro- band separately. 
priate phrase, such as—now a few words from Our, 00 


ate occasion to refuse a middle commercial, or to in- 


sponsor ... now let me tell you something about our Superman recorded serial, still heard on about 50 stations for various 
product, and so forth. , accounts, will probably finish out the season, but its resumption after the 
Not a ‘Flash’ customary July-to-October layoff depends on the materials and priorities 


The sponsor's message shall not be presented as a situation. Actual production of the recordings, which runs several months 
users Meme ‘Chin. OF Genes, tlk: ten See ae eee in advance, will halt early in March, there being enough platters ahead to 
he ‘Gach’ and Gulletin’ 06 lntveduce & otammeoeial. complete the season. There have been several cancellations of the series 
ent here euskh siete 60-G0w cont shed Mids | by bread accounts, but dairy companies, Royal Crown Cola and Quaker 
product. Such phrases as—new here is something | oo , , eee : 
new and interesting about the product—however, | w 1d. Pee by Bob Maxwell, of Superman, Inc. It’s recorded at 
should not be barred. The objection is application of | a. ayton Collyer in the title part. 

a specific news label to a commercial. pean i 
20°, Reduction | Great Lakes Naval Training Station reciprocated the ‘salute’ by Xavier 

Over-ell lenits on the amount of cemmescial wecsens | |Cugat to his former personal rep, Lou Mindling, on a preceding Tuesday, 
is & Mowe brendenst ase te be 90% fatew Ghee ot) | by salvoing the conga maestro last Tuesday. This was in connection with 
lowed for other types of sponsored programs. |a Latin tune. Eddie Peabody (Lieut. Commander E. E. Peabody to you), 

former emcee and banjo soloist, is a morale officer at Great Lakes and 
| Mindling, is one of his aides in the band department. Mindling is the 
Commercials on all news programs must be tem- ‘former CBS talent scout and MCA agent. Great Lakes has one of the 
perate and restrained and appropriate to the spirit of | finest army bands, also a 200-voice choir. 
the program Too rapid-fire delivery, or an over- | 
emphatic type of selling should not be permitted on | 
any news broadcast. 


Must Be Temperate 


Jim Hanrahan, manager of Station WMPS, Memphis, and vice-president 
|of Scripps-Howard radio, has come in for deal of razzing via remote 








prog the past week. Bedded with the juvenile disease of mumps, Han- 


Allow Portable Radios | STAFF FOR TEMPLE SHOW Carlo DeAngelo Shuttles | sn'eaitoriat in ‘variety’ anent his recent raps at commercial plugs tha 


anent his recent raps at commercial plugs that 
| sneak across in the guise of news flashes or use the war to peddle their 


In Some War Plants | PS.ances Swings ‘Stick, Hushes| Between N.Y. and Chicago. =" 
For Wee Hour Shift Hollywood, Feb. 24. | For Sherman & Marquette Young & Rubicam has dispatched Jack Sayers, Coast public 








| Musical direction of Shirley Tem- | 





up the Coast as far as Seattle to find out why ratings are a 





sain Ma on’ | Bie’e ‘Junior Miss’ series over CBS | points under the C. A. B. tabulations in other parts of the couutry. he'll 
Buffalo EN Poe ose ee ~ ae ‘for Procter & Gamble goes to Dave | Chicago, Feb. 24. also do a little merchandising for the firm's air accounts, calling on sta- 
-.. ae Sion tte WOR oe tees | Rose, of KHJ-Don Lee. Producer | Carlo DeAngelo has been upped to | tions and hypoing the p.a.’s into intensifying their activities in behalf of 


the-clock schedule. Aiming wee-| Will be Gordon 


hour stint of canned music and gab 
at workers in defense plants. Many 
of the latter now allowed to tote 
portable radios into the third shift. 
Jack Gelzer is WKBW’s owl. 
WGR recently replaced Ralph Sny- 
der with Sherwood Gordon as its 
all night disc jockey. | scripting. 


Ed Wolf, who 
gets in Monday 








Sally Benson, from whose stories : ompton and N. W. Ayer agencies. | Irving Taylor and Miss McBride, who currently 
‘Junior Miss’ was contrived, and fe will headquarter in New York | wRAF, N. Y. 
Doris Gilbert, who collabs on the | 2%: Commute regularly t~ home of- 


Hughes, who will | position of radio director for the | |Y & R advertisers, 


double over from the Irene Rich |Srerman & Marquette agency here. y, 
dramatics at NBC. | Has been with the agency as general| Mary Margaret McBride’s book, ‘America For Me,’ 


Saieniiies ‘snsteocetene Ma is the inspiration for 
packaged the sale, | b pervisor. the patriotic song of the same title which has just been put out by Santly- 


; a ‘ : tah | ; 
from the east with | ,, DeAngelo was formerly with | Select-Joy. Vic Mizzy wrote the melody, while the lyrics are credited to 


holds a daily spot on 


fice here. | : : 
Jeannette Sayre, who married an army officer last week, will ‘wait for 














Aw 








— ~ | him’ at Washington where she will embark on research projects at the 
| Office of Facts and Figures. Meantime her oe boss, C. J. Friedrich 
of Harvard, will continue the study of the relationship of Congress, the 
FCC and the networks, with two new iaielaaias one of whom is Fred 
Ossanna, whose father is a broadcaster in Minnesota. 





Blackett-Sample-Hummert agency has yet to receive the go-ahead on 
the huge spot campaign that it has been working on in behalf of Sterling 
and American Home Products for the past three months. When the 


L ; ; order does come through it will be for a half-hour a day, five days a 
atest C. E. Hooper week, with the programs consisting of recorded serials. 





The list will take in around 50 markets. 


wcPo en “Dp” “E” 








MORNING INDEX : ’ 
MON. THRU FRI. 


In cancelling the Ted Straeter-Jerry Wayne series on Mutual, effective 
today (Wednesday), Regent cigarets (Riggio Tobacco Co.) exercised a war 
24.0 6.4 o4 11.2 clause it had in the time and talent contracts. The M. H. Hackett agency, 

ets f which placed the business, was quoted as advising that the war kas seri- 
ously interfered with the importation of tobacco from Turkey, but the 








agency denied last Friday (20) that this had been given as the reason. 


wero |\ “c° > | = on 





8:00 - 12:00 A.M. 48.3 | 
“RR y 

AFTERNOON INDEX [| _ 

MON. THRU FRI. 

12:00 - 6:00 P.M. 48.3 








oie. Warwick & Legler agency last week extracted the Wilfred Pelletier- 
: Earl Lewis dialog bit from a recent ‘Behind the Mike’ (sustainer on NBC) 
28.5 8.1 8.3 he ee and especially recorded this part of the show.on discs to distribute to 
radio stations carrying the Sherwin-Williams ‘Metropolitan Opera Audi- 
tions series’, 








Everett N. Case, who, at the age of 40 has been chosen the ninth presi- 





EVENING INDEX 
SUN. THRU SAT. 
6:00 - 10:30 P.M. 





; dent of Colgate University, is a son-in-law of Owen D. Young of General 
| Electric and formerly of NBC. Case served as secretary of NBC's ‘ad- 
visory group’ from 1928 to 1933. 





Because the name of Douglas MacArthur means so much in the news 








these days, Douglas Arthur, WIBG., Philadelphia program director, has 
|eliminated his own name when doing newscasts. Use of his own name 





TOTAL INDEX 
8:00 A.M. ~ 10:30 P.M. 











| had confused listeners. 





Wishart Campbell, tenor of the Canadian Broadcasting Corp., and his 
manservant, Elmer Clock, escaped from second story of singer's blazing 
home by a ‘leap, in Toronto last week. 

















. .- Lowest cost per listener... By far ...than any Cincinnati station. More 


listeners than any Cincinnati station 


.More listeners than the COMBINED TOTAL of 3 other Cincinnati Sta- 





Source C. E. Hooper. 
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from 8 A.M. to 10:30 P.M. except one 








IN PHILADELPHIA ge” 
tions for the 10-hour Cincinnati's News Station ' 
period 8 a.m, to 6 p.m WC PO Affillated with the Cincinnati Post mit fb 
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ORAFT BOARDS 
oH INSTRUCTED 


Hershey Advises Soldier- 
Pickers That Some Spe- 
cially Trained Broadcast- 
ers Are More Useful to 
Nation at Their Jobs— 
Each Case Will Be Sepa- 
rately Considered by Local 
Boards 


SALESMEN NOT VITAL 


Washington, Feb. 24. 
Draft deferments for radio per- 
sonnel, chiefly technicians, are possi- 
ble under general ruling that broad- 
easting, along with newspaper pub- 
lishing, is an industry essential to 
national welfare. As in the case of 
the interpretation affecting film in- 
dustry people, the policy will be 
tested in each individual case and is 
not a blanket waiver for everybody 

connected with the radio business, 
Brig. Gen. Lewis Hershey, Selec- 


MAY DEFER KEY RADIO MEN 


+ 





Or Else Shut Up Shop 


Washington, Feb. 24. 

Shortage of technical men last 
week forced the Federal Com- 
munications Commission to relax 
its operator requirements to al- 
low all classes of broadcast sta- 
tions to hire holders of first and 
second class. radiotelegraph 
operator licenses. Only for the 
duration of the shortage, how- 
ever. 

One first ciass radiotelephone 
Operator must be retained at 
each station to be ‘responsible at 
all times for the technical opera- 
tion of the station’ and to make 
all adjustments of the transmit- 
ter equipment except for minor 
adjustments normally needed in 
the daily operation of the station. 
Lacking a first class radiotele- 
phone operator’ and until such 
operator is available to makesthe 
adjustment’ the station must 
cease operation, the FCC decreed. 








Temporarily Halt Drive 
For Air Technicians; 
Many Now Enrolled 


“+ 


Washington, Feb. 24. 
Requests for stations to quit an- 
nouncing the radio technician train- 
ing program last week follows com- 





tive Service director, explained thet 
all local boards have been advised to 
weigh carefully all pertinent 


1aciS 


before calling for induction any in-| 


dividuals employed in broadcasting. 
This policy, which not binding or to 
be construed as an order to the local 


draft boards, is a clear advisory that} 


network and station employees will 
get special consideration in view of 
the Federal Government's desire to 
keep radio functioning at maximum 
efficiency as a 
public morale and keeping the 
civilians thoroughly informed. 
‘Specialists’ Only 

After Selective Service officials 

explained the film industry ruling— 


which drew widespread criticism | 
about letting ‘glamor. boys’  oif| 
easily—was intended especially to} 


prevent loss of key men, it was im- 
plied the radio-newspaper interpre- 
tation will benefit chiefly major ex- 
eculives, engineers, and_ specialists. 
News interpreters and _ analyists 
probably will-come in the ‘specialist’ 
grouping, but run of mine mike- 
handlers, on the contrary, in prob- 
ability would not be deemed ‘es- 
sential,’ to the continuance of the in- 


dustry. Nor would page boys, pub- 
licity staffers, advertising salesmen. 
In the talent group, top-flight per-| 


formers and individuals with unique 
accomplishments unquestionably will 
be considered more necessary to the 
industry than to the military pre- 
gram, though typical musicians and 
minor entertainers are likely to be 
summoned for Army duty 


The ruling followed repeated pieas | 


from the 
perienced increasing 
placing such personnel as program 


industry, which has ex- 


means of sustaining | 


difficulty re-| 


pletion of plans to equip 20,000 men 
for prospective military service in 


the communications field. With 63 
|colleges and _ universities already 
|having arranged to give special 


courses, all funds avdilable to finance 
the instruction have been allocated, 
though attempts are being made to 
get more money so larger numbers 
of men can be grounded in funda- 
mentals of radio. 

Courses have been approved for 
12,700 individuals, with detailed work 
| started for 6,000 accepted applicants. 
Station personnel without FCC li- 
censes meantime have been urged to 
do extra studying so they can move 
up the ladder, filling gaps in station 
personnel ranks or getting fitted for 
military duty. Shortage of teachers 


is a bottleneck that industry may 
|} ease, the NAB pointed out. 
Army-Navy need for radio tech- 


nicians is growing and several thou- 
sand more will be required in a 
short time. Both services have made 
repeated appeals to amateurs, indus- 
try employees, repair men and elec- 
trical engineers to sign up for im- 
mediate service. 





directors, special events bosses, en- 
gineers and operators. since the 
Army and Navy speeded up the call 


to service for holders of commissions 
in the reserve forces. 

For several National 
Association of Broadcasters has been 
urging Selective Service to consider 
sympathetically the requests of 
network executives for 
their key The 
| N.A.B. has been liaison 
|between members and SS_head- 
quarters. 


weeks, the 


more 
station and 
deferment of men 


acting as 
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‘History In The Making’ 
Draws WHK Renewal 


Cleveland, Feb. 24. 

‘History in the Making,’ weekly 
15-minute news summary over WHK, 
has been renewed by New United 
Corp., Cleveland wallpaper and paint 
concern. 

Heard Sunday at 11 p.m., the pro- 
gram is transcribed with regular 
broadcasts aired to the Cleveland 
school system through WBOE, the 
Board’s FM station. Programs have 
been bound into a volume, copies 
being filed at all branches of the 
city’s public libraries and at USO 
headquarters. 

Bob Carter, program announcer, 
now is a petty officer in the Naval 
Recruiting Service here and is con- 
tinuing his work for the sponsor by 
special permission of the Navy De- 


| partment. 





Bruce Fahnestock, Far East Com- 
mentator on WTIC, Hartford, has 
been commissioned a captain in the 
United States Army. Left for duty 
last week. 





Broadcasters Victory Council Warns 


Of Fakes; Check All ‘New’ Sponsors 





Victory Com- 
stations to 


The Broadcasters 
mittee has cautioned 


guard themselves against accepting | 


any sponsored announcements from 
persons with devious war purposes. 
The committee’s recommendation on 
the subject is that the station 
thoroughly check anyone who in a 
telephone call seeks to place an im- 
mediate batch of announcements and 
never to accept a commercial from 
an unknown who walks in, plunks 
down cash and wants his announce- 
ment put on the air immediately. 

A more subtle possibility cited by 
the committee is a personal call from 


individual who describes himself as | 


the new advertising manager of a 
local department store. He explains 
that the store is having a rush sale 
on umbrellas and that he’s anxious 
to get his copy on the air before it 


| stops raining. In every such case, 
states the committee’s warning, the 
| authenticity of the person should be 
investigated. 
firms not well known by the sta- 
| tion. 


°4-SHEETS BALLYHOO 
FIVE-MINUTE PROGRAMS 


San Francisco, Feb. 24. 

Use of 24 sheets to plug a five- 
minute show is something new in 
radio here. Billboards are being 
|used by Acme beer in Northern 
California to plug “Toast to Amer- 
ica’s Allies.’ 

Brisacher-Davis 
tion series. 








made _ transcrip- 














W ilhelmstrasse 


back in reprisal 


ing? he rd a VIV 
nun} ia a 








They visited with Churchill at 10 Downing 
Street. They looked into Hitler’s gaudy 
chancellery. They were in the East End 
when the Stukas came over, and along the 


+1 
when the 


id di cri 


Edward R. Murrow and William L. Shirer, 


radio’s famed foreign reporters, speaking 





j intly jor the 


R.A.F. roared 
supported it 
cally. For, 
went fo Pul i¢ Clevelanders a 
memorable eve- before on their 
tion of wartime when, wherea 


London and Berlin as WGAR presented 


BASIC STATION... COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 
G. A. Richards, President... John F. Pott, Vice President and Generc! Manager 








““Take us to London and Berlin” 


first time from the same 


lecture platf rm. 


WGAR sponsored this event for the benefit 


of the local Civilian Defense Fund. Citizens 


generously and enthusiasti- 
é ic everywhere, 

re depending mor than evet 
i tations to te i] them 

na now tn y can do their part. 





Edword Petry & Compony, ing, 
Netional Representative 


And that also goes for - 
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IN NEW YORK CITY... 
THe RApio TRADE IS DISCUSSING Difficulty of getting staff replaces 
ments in specialized jobs—Income Tares-- Who gets what hort- 


tment of t 


wave—The sad day in court of NBC and CBS--Appot 

Kobak and George V. Denny as vice chairmen of the Greater New 

York Fund—The ouilook for summer—-The Citizens for Victory slant 

on wartime advertising—Will Maxwell Anderson's script give ‘This Is 
; 


letdown after last Saturday’s embarrassment? 


War’ another 


Anton M. Leader is production man on the Horn & Hardart, Met Audi- 


tions, ‘Thin Man’ and Bil] Stern commercials, and the ‘Civilian Defense 
Information,’ ‘Jce and Mabel’ and Emma O’ero sustainers on NGC-Red 
....J0e Bell handles ‘Icuse in the Country’ end Bob Rip'ey susiainers on 
the Blue James Wi'son is envineer for ‘Aunt Jenny.’ ‘Helning ! aq 


and ‘Are You a Missing Heir?’ on CBS ‘Careers for a Nation at War,’ 
produced in cooperation with the U. S. Office of Education, starts tonight 
(Wednesday) on WHN. 

John Vandercook started yesterday (Tuesday) a new five-afterncons- 
weekly series of commenta‘or shows on NBC-Red....Joe Harrington, CPS 
newsroom desk assistant and former naveboy, accepted as an aviation 
cadet and awaiting call to Maexwe!l Field, Ala. 

Joe Julian, whose ‘Variety’ article on radio acting stirred a gabfest in 
the trade about a year aso. now writing a legit play....He’s currently a 


regular cast member of ‘Light of the World.’ ‘Joyce Jorcan’ and ‘Thin 
Man’... .Instead of going off the air, ‘Basin Street’ has drawn anotier 
reprieve and has been moved from 9-9:30 to 10-10:30 Wednesday nights 


on the Blue. 
Goodman and Jane Ace purchased a dog from the wife of our London 
ambassador, Mrs. John G. Winant.. .Ben Pratt in biz as a talent rep with 


Colleen Ward, Joyce Hayward, Kelin Gray, Patsy Campbell, Jane Mancill | 


—oldest aged 24. 

Ballantine’s ‘Three Ring Time’ moves March 10 from Friday to Tues- 
jay nights on the B!ue....Brown & Wiiliamson has transposed its ‘Uncle 
Walter’s Doghouse’ and ‘Plantation Party’ programs on NBC-Red... .For- 
mer is now in the Tuesday spot and the latter in the Friday one.... 
Ted Steele now airs Tuesday, Friday and Saturday nights on the Red, 
the latter spot being a replacement of ‘Hot Copy,’ sustainer dramatic 
series formerly heard out cf Chicago....Don Shaw, general manager of 
WMCA, to Miami for vacation, due. back March 9....Final concert of 
WNYC’s ‘American Music Festival’ series originated in the Huntgry college 
auditorium, with Mayor LaGuardia and Morris Novik, station manager. 
present....Arthur Godfrey, who does an early-riser program on WABC, 
started this week a new series, ‘Victory Begins at Home,’ late mornings 
on the same station....It’s a semi-humorous stanza about priorities on 
consumer materials. 

Betty Winkler. who recently came east from Chicago, now a regular on 
*Abie’s Irish Rose,’ ‘Man I Married’ and NBC-Red’s sustainer series to 
Latin-America, also doing frequent dates on ‘Famous Jury Trials’ and 
‘Thin Man’ shows....John McMillin, Compton agency radio head, back 
from Chicago-Cincy trip....Muriel Haynes, same agency’s radio copy 
supervisor, to Toronto and Hal James, local progrark supervisor, to Mon- 
treal. ‘ 

Jerry Lawrence, who does WOR'’s all-night recorded series, vacationing, 
with Ed Fitzgerald substituting....Lawrence is an expectant father 
Sammy Fuller, who directs the Kate Smith program, set to ditto the 
*‘Duffy’s Tavern’ show when it goes to Young & Rubicam for Sanka.... 
Gerda Michael has gone to Palm Springs, Cal., with her sister, Sandra, 
author of ‘Against the Storm’....Gerda is readying the script for a re- 






















































































R apio has become of 


The American public... 
comfortable and relaxed in 
the living room or speeding 
over the highway... hears 
history as it is being made 
and is better informed on 
both sides than ever before. 
Radio has not only reported 
the events, but for the first 
time has brought about 
mass participation in the de- 
termination of a foreign pol- 
icy. 

Radio service is as limitless 
as the ether waves. In 
peace it provides culture, in- 
formation and amusement. 
In catastrophe it has alle- 
viated suffering and raised 
funds for the needy. Today 
it is bolstering morale and 
building bridges of under- 
standing between the 
Americas. But regardless of 
its task .. .it always serves. 


Why Radio is 
Fifth Estate 


WSM is proud to 
be a part of the 
American system 
of Broadcasting 
.-. the Great Fifth 
Estate. 


age. Its miracle, now 21 
years old, has advanced 
through all the stages of ev- 
ery important and benefi- 
cial service, and has be- 
come commonplace .. . its 
mystery taken for granted. 


That is as it should be. For 
radio is too important... 
too great to be held in awe. 
Let the philosopher wonder 
at its cause, but let the peo- 
ple enjoy its effects. Radio 
is for the people. 


Jew. Gentile, Catholic and 
Protestant are all served... 
and served well by radio. 
For American radio is as 
democratic as the people it 
serves. 


Information, entertainment, 
education and innumerable 
services that Midas could 
not buy with all his gold 
are to be had 
with the push of 
a button... the 
flick of a dial. 
The financier is 
served no better, 
no quicker than 
the farmer. ~ 


——— 


the 


That’s 





THE NATIONAL LIFE 





vived ‘Party Line’ series....George Putnam, free-lance announcer (not 
the NBC-Red spieler of the same name), an expectant papa....Wife is 
Ruih Carhart, singer. 

Ernest Stone, formerly with WOV and WEVD has joined the night 
announcing staff of WNEW, New York. ...Tom Connolly, Columbia’s direc- 
tor of program promotion, lectures before the Minneapolis Advertising 
club March 11 for Earl H. Gammons....Don Gardiner, WRC-WMAL, 
Washington announcer will operate from the NBC New York home 
grounds in the future for the Blue Network During Earl McGill’s ab- 
Coast. Nila Mack and Clint Johnson are sharing his two 
nments of the CBS ‘School of the Air’ series....Ellen Drew 
(28) on Armstrong’s ‘Theatre of Today’....Ann Louise 
given up authorship of ‘Twig Is Bent’ serial and is writing a 

Non Becker is billed as scripter of ‘Twig’....Charles Hedges 
doing commentator series daily on WNEW....Al Lawrence and Bill 
Facan, formerly of the WNEW news staff, have joined the editorial staff 
of the N. Y. Daity News With the Ford Hour going off the air, WQXR 
is trving to grab the symph-music audience with a recorded ‘Sunday Even- 
ing Concert’ along the same lines It starts Sunday night (1) and will 
have the 9-9:55 spot. , 

Radio Execs Club will give an award, its first annual, from among the 
following nominated programs: Town Meeting, Chicago Round Table, 
Information Please, Ford Concerts, American Forum, Vox Pop, People’s 
Platform, Cavalcade of America....Fard and People’s Platform are exiting 
radio Georee F Bartholomew new asst. director of production at CBS 
uncer Roy Langham ...Barry Wood will sing in Canada to help Domin- 
ion’s war bond drive....Maurice English of NBC shortwave and Robert 
J. Landry of ‘Variety’ journeyed to Schenectady Friday (20) to join with 
Granville Hicks as critics of Charles J. Rolo’s ‘Radio Goes to War’.... 
the author participated....Kirby Hawkes, of Benton & Bowles, will be 
west several weeks on Shirley Temple program 

Mariette Tomlinson new secretary to Harry Frazee, Blue network pro- 
duction head George Bartholomew, writer-producer in the NBC re- 
cording division, and Hugh Beach, writer on the sports staff, have re- 
signed from the company ...James Julia, shortwave writer-producer, and 
William Kirk Quinn, staff scripter, have also resigned from NBC. 

Betty Garde subbing as femme lead on ‘Lorenzo Jones’ during illness 
‘of Lucille Wall... John McIntyre and William Janney added to ‘Just 
|Plain Bill’ cast....Narjorie Davies and Hope Emerson joined ‘Front Page 
| Farrell’ troupe and Ann Loring a newcomer to ‘Amanda of Honeymoon 
Hill’....Wyn Murray guests Sunday night (1) on ‘Keep ’Em Roliing’.... 
Donald S. Nelson brought from Washington and added to Blue announcing 
staff....Allen B. Martin hired as writer in NBC shortwave....Edward 
Wallace joined "NBC news and special events writing staff....Lewis Julian, 
|formerly in night program, newcomer to Blue announcing staff... .Ellen 
Drew, guesting Friday night (20) on the Philip Morris ‘Playhouse’ on 
pares was given a time-out by director-writer Charles Martin during the 
| rehearsal so she could be auditioned by Homer Fickett, of B.B.D.&O., for 
a guest spot on ‘Cavalcade of America.....Number of NBC pageboys have 
, been upped to other departments with the company....James Goble has 
| been transferred to the music department, Richard Krieg to Blue produc- 
tion, Roy Pascal and Michael Roskkind to news and speciai events.... 
| William McSherry has been boosted from the mailroom to news and 
/special events and William C. Patterson from the information staff to 
production. 


IN HOLLYWOOD... 


Tue Rapio TRADE 1s Discussinc: Whether this will be the summer of 
the sustaining replacement program—The continued mess in name- 
stalking by Government and Charity program producers 


sence ow the 
- 

Weel is 

guests Saturday 

Ba ley has 


stage play 


It finally came up William Gargan for the role of Capt. Flagg in the 
‘Flagg and Quirt’ series for Wings Helen Woodman ,only femme agency 
head here (Russel M. Seeds) got her first taste of Hollywood studio politics 
|but came off with what she went after....Bob Hope doing two camp 
shows in a row, Camp Roberts toe be followed up with Camp Cook, both 
up north Bob Burns had tke hitch taken up in his contract George 
Gallup here to make a special survey along the Coast for Young & Rubi- 


cam Arthur Church in from Kansas City for a siesta at Coronado 
Beach _James McFadden back to big town after discussing this ’n’ that 


with Dick Mack on the Sealtest show 
the Far East, now calling the war shots on Sundays for Signal Oil 
Al Pearce auditioning new talent for his Camel piece Lucille Ball’s 
contract extended for nine more appearances on- Old Gold....Jim Bealle 
tossed a farewell shindy by his co-workers at J. 
was called east to take a new post with the agency Sid Strotz due back 
by month’s end with Niles Trammell if the NBC prexy is well enough to 
make the trip Jim Jordan (Fibber) took a header off a cayuse at Palm 
Springs and limped back to Haven MacQuarrie 
| quizzeroo at NBC Bob Garred, who does 30 quarter-hou 
week on KNX, had to go to the hospital to rest up his larynx 

Bert Prager barged in from New 


town auditioned a 


newscasts a 


York to line up a support 


ng cast for 


Shirley Temple’s ‘Junior Miss’—Louella Parsons on Chase & Sanborn | 
show March 1....Previous week’s booking goes to Hedy Lamarr , 
Edward Arnold, Laraine Day and Walter Brennan are set for March 15 
broadcast of ‘Come and Get It’ Mel Williamson and the frau (Lorna 


Ladd, onetime radio columnist) back on 
| after the production of ‘Capt. Flagg 
| program 
|a film star when he drew the male lead with Joan Bennett on a recent 
|Silver Theatre airing of ‘Talk of the’ Town’....Danny Danker 
back from his periodic N. Y. call on J. Walter Thompson....Lancing of 
| a small boil on his eyelid put Edgar Bergen in the hospital for a week. 
| Infection spread before he could be moved from Palm 
| hospital here....Don Quinn and the missus went to 
| adopt a boy at The Cradle. He'll be named after 
| Needham, Louis & Brorby agency....Abe Schechter into town 
| with Walter Winchell for two weeks stay....J. Walter Thompson moving 
Jim Bealle, for the past four years Coast publicity director, to the home 


the home grounds He'll look 
and Sgt. Quirt’ and the Red Skelton 


Springs to ay 
Evanston, Ill., to 
Jack Louis, of the 
bounded 


office for more important duties Norman Blackburne, who direct: 
commercial films for JWT, will double over to the publicity depart- 
ment....Tooth infection put George Fisher in the hospital for a few 
| days....Kevin Sweeney took over the duties of Dave Lasiey as sales | 


ie ‘ . . 
| promotion®manager on the Coast for 


| 
i 

an 
; 1rom 


the Blue network. He came over 


CBS, where he was aide to George Moskovics. Lasley’s in the 
Army now New Blue network spielers are Paul Masterson. from 
(Continued on page 32) 








..Upton Close, NBC’s expert on’ 
_ | this year with theme ‘Freedom For- 


Walter Thompson. He} 


Bill Goodwin got his long-hoped-for chance to play opposite | 


OK 4 METHODS 
TO BROADCAST 
THIS IS WAR 


Under an agreement arrived at by 
NBC, CBS and the Blue network 
last week both network affiliate and 
non-network stations are free to re- 
ceive and broadcast ‘ue ‘This Is War’ 
series in several ways. Under the 
new policy webs grant non-network 
outlets to: 

(1) Pick up from the network 
station by radio receiver; 

(2) Take the program from the 
network station over a line supplied 
by the non-network station and 

(3) Transcribe the program either 
off the air or over line and broad- 
cast the disc after 11 p.m. local time. 

Other provision in the agreement 
makes it permissable for NBC-CBS- 
Blue affiliates to transcribe the pro- 
gram and broadcast the transcription 
after 11 p.m., this in addition to the 
regular off-the-line broadcast. 


43-HOUR WEEK 
AT NBC, N. Y. 


Wage increases of varying amounts 
and in various classifications have 
been given employees of NBC and 
the Blue, besides pageboys and mail 
room clerks, etc. There had been 
several conferences between mem- 
bers of the production staff and com- 
pany officials regarding matters of 
dissatisfaction. 

Starting Saturday (28) the com- 
pany will have a 48-hour, six-day 
working week for nearly all depart- 
ments 


‘Balto Ad Club Pledges 
$6.000,000 Bond Sale; 
Usual Frivolity Missing 

















Baltimore, Feb. 24. 
Annual banquet of the Advertising 
|Club, usually a frolic, went serious 





ever.’ Pledge to sell $1,000,000 of 
Defense Bonds and Stamps had Sec- 
retary of the Treasury Henry Mor- 


genthau, Jr., on hand as the speaker 
of the evening. CBS coast-to-coasted 
the speech. 
Actually 
$6.000.000 
Talent 


tidings over 


pledges amounted to 


of occasion sent these 
another network, the 
Blue, via WCBM here Names ap- 
| pearing included Lucy Monroe, Irv- 
ing Berlin, Ed Wynn, who emceed 
the half hour airing, Larry Adler, 
Benay Venuta, Arthur Tracy, Alonzo 
Squires and Lang Thompson \ 
tra. John McIntyre announced, and 
| production was handled by Bennett 
Larson from Young & Rubicam. Gen- 
eral organization and details mar- 
shalled by Joe Katz and Harold 
| Kaye. 

Capacity attendanee of 850 men 


end 


1 
rches- 


WHK Engineer Injured 


Cleveland, Feb. 21 


Charles Carment, 28, engineer at 
WHK, was seriously injured Thurs- 
day night, when he was thrown from 


his automobile which caught fire 
after colliding with a truck on upper 
| Carnegie avenue 

| Was taken to Mount Sinai 
| Possible brain concussion. 


with a 
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PHILLIPS FRUIT JUICES — 
IN ON PARTICIPATIONS 


Dr. Phillip’. Fruit Juices will start 
testing soon in various markets by 
way of local participation programs. 

The C. L. Miller agency is doing 
the scouting. 


| 
Mars Drops ‘Dr. I. Q.’ 


Mars Candy retires with its ‘Dr. 
'I, Q.” program from NBC March 30. 
The period is Monday 9:30-10 p.m 
| This quizzer made its debut In 
| April, 1939 | 
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200 U.S. Stations Carry Linguals | 








Italian Language Programs Lead Nationalities Over 


American Air—New FCC Canvass 
Pe + 


Washington, Feb. 24. 
Foreign Janguage programs are 
aired by 200 American stations, but 
n. transmitter devotes all its time to 
alien tongue vrograms. Recent sur- 
yey by the FCC—prompted by con- 





More Barrymore 





Hollywood, Feb. 24. 

Radio dialers to the Sealtest 
program will get a triple help- 
ing of Barrymores March 5. 

Producer Dick Mack is bring- 
ing together John, Lionel and 
Diana for their first professional 
grouping 














cern over possible subversive activ- 
ity and wonder whether only Eng- 
lish should be permitted during the 
war—disclosed some curtailment in 
the amount of time devoted to other os 
lingo but no material change in the 
number of stations trying to reach HEARST 
listeners who comprenez only their RADIO, INC., 
netive dialect. 
Though the Fascists are among our CUTS CAPITALIZATION 
official enemies, more broadcasts are 
in Italian than any other foreign 
tongue and the number actually rose Hearst Radi Forges = —- ia 
during the month after the Japs Ne age acio, snc., with © ices In 
z j w York, has decreased its capital 
sneaked up on Pearl Harbor. Alto-| tock from $1,000,000 to $500,000 
gether. U. S. plants air programs in Papers A this effect wena ieee 
29 different languages and devoted filed with ae rasta of State in 
6.776 hours in the first 30 days after | aAiany by McCauley & Henry. New 
hostilities began. York City. . aes 
The survey revealed that next to ; 
Italian most popular foreign lan- : 
guages on U. S. transmitters are Hot Dates’ Has WoAas Bankroll 
Polish and Spanish. At the bottom San Antonio, Feb. 24. 
of the list is Mesauakie. the dialect| “Hot Dates in History,’ New York- 
of the Sac and Fox tribes of Iowa recorded transcription series, is 
Indians who are served by only one | SPonsored on WOAI by the San An- 
station. | Fase Public Service Co. 

Varied Incre*ses Talent includes John Reed King 
as announcer, Joseph Bailey as nar- 
rator and Victor Arden’s orchestra. 


In the month from Dec. 7 to Jan. 5. 
American transmitters devoted 6.776 





|McCarthy. Reed formerly was with | 


| 
| 
j 





Is CW Reed from Wertea FCC Okays Pronto Construction For 


San Francisco, Feb. 24. | 

C. W. Reed has been named sales | 
promotion director for KQW, CBS | 
outlet here, under manager C. L. |} 





the Westco agency. 
William Brundage is new to the 
announcing staff. 


WSYR, Syracuse, Gets | 
‘Must’ Status on NBC 
And Raises Its Rates 


WSYR,. Syracuse, takes on the caaat 
|complexion of an exclusively NBC) 

|station March 1. All business ac- ROMANTIC NOVELIST 
cepica by NBC on or after that date iahS 

will have to include WSYR if the 


| station is available on a live basis, | COUNSELS VIA XE9 


but when March 1, 1943, comes} 
around WSYR will be considered a| ; 
‘must’ NBC outlet and if a live period | ; Mexico City, Feb. 24 
‘isn’t open it may be used by delayed| ‘Love Confessional, 15-minute | 
| broadcast. Meanwhile WAGE, the) thrice weekly program sponsored by | 
|Blue Network’s Syracuse release,| Drcgueria Regia, a local drug store, | 
|may be used as a substitute. If alive; and handled by Eduardo Zamacois, | 
| basis become available on WSYR the| the romantic novelist, is new to 
| NBC account must switch to WSYR| here. 

lon 28 days notice. By music and song, Zamacois gives 
| If a Blue account should tem-/| advice to the lovelorn and answers 
| porarily drop off the air its spot on| letters of those who have romantic 
WSYR will not be recapturable if a| problems. 

live NBC account had moved in dur- | 
ing the interim. WSYR’s new eve-+ 
ning network rate is $240 per hour, 
but old web accounts can continue | from the NBC announcing staff and 
using it for $220 until Dec. 2, 1942. | is now freelancing. 

| He recently went off the ‘Johnny 

Detroit——Franklin D. Merritt has | Presents’ show 

joined the sales staff of WJBK here. after seven years. 


Girl Engineers 


San Antonio, Feb. 24. 

Kathleen Younger and Helen 
Burke are the first of the femi- 
nine contingent to be employed 
hereabouts as contro] room op- 
erators. 

Girls are taking regular shifts 
at the KABC control room here. 





| 














Cc. P. O’Connor Freelances 











| 


Alaska (Nearer Japan Than Frisco) 


Seattle, Feb. 24. 

The Federal Communications Com- 
mission on Feb. 17 granted the ap- 
plication of Edwin A. Kraft, Seattle 
radio advertising executive, to con- 
struct a broadcasting station at Koe 
diak, Alaska. Power set at 250 watts, 
with a frequency of 1230 kilocycles. 
Before the FCC granted the con- 
Struction permit, Secretary of the 
Navy Frank Knox gave his personal 
approval. 

Kraft, who also owns. station 
KINY, Juneau, Alaska, states that 
construction will begin at once, as 
the new station will provide an im- 
portant means of 
from the site of one of Alaska’s ma- 
jor bases to isolated points along 
the Alaska Peninsula and in the 
Aleutian Islands as far west as Dutch 


| Harbor. 


Kodiak is closer to Japan than ¢¢ 


XEQ | San Francisco 


Move Glenn Miller 
Chesterfield gets away next week 


from Bob Hope’s opposition to its 
Tuesday night Glenn Miller stanza. 





Charles P. O’Connor has resigned | The cig account has dropped the 


latter period and substituted a Fri- 
day quarter-hour. 
This makes the new Chesterfield 


for Philip Morris | schedule Wednesday, Thursday and 


Friday, 10-10:15 p.m. 





—_—__—_ | 





hours to dialect broadcasts, a drop of 
67 hours. Previous survey showed 
199 stations broadcast in 31 alien 
tongues for 1,330 hours weeklv dur- 
ing 1940. Increases in the number of 





airings in the month after shooting 
started were distributed as follows: 
in Italien. Polish, Portuguese. Czech, 
Hungarian, treek. Swedish Slo- 
vakian, Croatian, Servien, Athenian 
and Armenian 

More stations aired Polish pro- 
grams. with Italian running second 
and Mesquakie, Slovene. and Svrian | 
at the bottom of the list 

Number of broadcasts in the 
month after Pearl Harbor were as 
follows: Italian, 1,667; Polish, 1.560: 
Svanish, 1.341: Jewish, 547. German, 
293: Portuguese, 211: Czech, 198: 
Lithuanian. 139: Hunearian, 143; 
French, 89: Greek, 106: Ukrainian, 
80: Finnish. 76: Swedish. 83: Slovak, 
64: Chinese. 31: Croatian, 31: Nor- 
Rumanian. 15: Danish, 9: 
Servian, 18: Arabic, 5; Japanese, 0: 
Dutch, 4; Syrian, 4; Albanian, 7; 
Armenian, 6; Slovene, 3: and Mes- 
quakie, 1 

Polish Leads at 8&4 

Number of stations broadcasting in 
each tongue were: Polish, 84: Italian, 
66; Spanish. 58: German, 30: Greek, 
25: Jewish, 22: Hungarian, 20: Swed- 
ish, 18: Portuguese, 16: Lithuanian, 
16; French, 15; Czech, 14; Finnish. 14; 
Ukrainian, 13: Slovak, 11: N 
9: Russian, 7; Rumanian, 6: Croatian, 
5: Servian, 5: Danish, 4: Albanian, 2; 
Arabic, 2: Armenian, 2: Chinese, 2; 


wegian, 27: 


rwecdian 
rwegian, 


Dutch, 2: Mesquakie, 1: Slovene 
and Syrian, 1. 
Besides discovering no domestic 


station uses alien lingo exclusively 
the Commish found that few high- 
powered stations throw ont foreign 
programs. There was one 50 kw 
plant but no 25 kw outlet generating 
such broadcasts. Only three spoke 
some other tongue 300 hours or more 
in the 30 days. 

The foreign language broadcasters 
have been carrying official orders 
and attempting to inform non-Eng- 
lish-speaking listeners about our war 
effort, the Commish learned. All of een 
them were said to be exercising close 
supervision 





Jennings Buys Coast Show 


Chicago, Feb. 24. 

Robert Jennings, radio chief of 
Kastor agency, has bought a coast 
show, tagged “‘Today’s Best Buys,’ for 
local spotting in Chicago. Show has 
been running over some 20 stations 
on the coast for Folger Coffee. 

Will go on WGN here for Procter 
& Gamble American Family Soap 
and Flakes, running Monday through 
Friday starting early in March. 


Katz Reps WISN, Milkw. 





WISN, Milwaukee, has turned over 
its nafional sales representation to <e 
the Katz Agency. Move becomes ef- 
fective March 1. 

Station has been represented by 


International Radio Sales, which 
folds at the end of this month. 








@ Every day in the week, charming Laura May Stuart is an “invited” guest in countless of Philadelphia 
homes. ... Her entree is a radio program the housewives of Philadelphia rave about—one the adver- 
tisers of the nation swear by.. .“For Women Only”, a participating feature broadcast daily at 9:15 A.M. 
Laura May Stuart's popularity with buyer and seller alike is attested in a wealth of success stories. 
On a single 25 cent premium offer, 2,250 returns; on two sample offers 4400 returns for the second 
lowest cost per inquiry of big stations used. ... These illustrations are typical. There are many 
more. Ask about them and about the daily caller in the city of homes, Laura May Stuart! 
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$0,000 WATTS IN ALL DIRECTIONS 


Philadelphia @ WCAU Building, 1622 Chestnut Street... 
488 Madison Avenue. . 





New York City @ CBS Building, 
. Chicago, Ill. @ Virgil Reiter, 400 North Michigan Avenue .. . 


Boston, Mass. @ Bertha Bannon, 538 Little Building .. . Pacific Coast @ Paul H, Raymer Co. 
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‘Action’ Is Donovan Motto 


Continued from page 27 














will count heavily on outsiders to connection, the Japanese sweep in the 
assume programming and producing} Far Pacific has necessitated changes | 
burdens. Though some of the latter! of earlier ideas, when it was thought | 
chores undoubtedly will be done by! the British would be able to nelp 
government personnel, staffs of NBC, carry the ball via Singapore and the} 
and CBS in particular and in lesser} Dutch could be counted on for help} 
degree the Crosley people and Waiter; from Batavia. Industry watchers 
Lemmon’s World Wide Broadcasting | estimate it would cost from $500,000 ! 
(WRUL, Boston) crew will handle | to-$1,000,000 annually to compensate | 
practical aspects. Ideas, themes, and| the owners of the existing DX sta- 
over-all framework of the program | tions, while the outlay for all of the 
structure would originate largely | added facilities that have been men- | 
from government sources, though | tioned at differest times easily could | 
the private operators will be en-| consume $2,500,000. 
couraged to use their initiative and| Military secrecy, plus international 
creative brains. The Donovan people | politics, shield many aspects of the 
would reserve veto powers, however, | tentative plan. 
Over any program thought up on the 
outside. 
Commercialism (in the normal | 
meaning) by DXers—long talked Broadcasters seem united on only 
about but never a source of substan-| one point: They feel the Govern- 
tial revenue—is out for the duration, | ment committees should assume full | 
Since the C.O.I. is carrying on a sort | public responsibility if assuming 
of religious campaign to undermine | full dictatorial power over shortwave 
the Axis and keep the other! propaganda. At least some DX li-| 
democrac'»s lined up, not even in-/|censees are willing to concede that | 
stitutiona!l advertising by patriotic| wartime necessity may _ require 
sponsors will fit into the picture.| drastic changes and centralization 
(The Rockefeller crowd, however, | but the~ 
still may work out some cooperative|a tendency to ‘take over’ secretly 
deals with companies which count! by crabwire steps rather than frank- 
on the Latin-American market,! ly and openly moving in. Private 
though the predominant sentiment in| companies cannot, some executives 
the Cultural Relations outfit is for! hold, be responsible for any possi- 
Federal subsidization.) ble now-unforseeable reactions to 
Far East Upset | broadcast policies over which they 
How much Uncle Sam might in-| have no editorial supervision. They 
vest remains uncertain, not so much| fear a policy of ‘exaggeration’ by 
because of desire to keep figures! propaganda zealots operating anony- 
secret but because the rapidly-| mously. 
shifting course of the war requires Broadcasters are willing and eager 
constant revision of plans. In this'to subordinate themselves to the 


—And In New York 


deplore what they consider | 




















Beatrice 





Starting Her 2nd Starring Year On 


MODEL TOBACCO’S 


‘GAY NINETIES’ 
RADIO PROGRAM | 


Takes the opportunity to show her gratitude to 
THE UNITED STATES TOBACCO COMPANY for 


their continued confidence; 

MR. FRANK McMAHON for his brilliant direction and 
advice: 

DAVID E. GREEN ASSOCIATES for publicity and pub- 


lic relations; 


* MICHAEL VALLON and MARY MIRENBURG for 


their management counsel. .. . 


* RKO Blidg., Radio City, New York 














| operated by the American Govern- 


jing to create management pools or 
| super-corporations in which there 
| would be Government representa- 


| definitely postponed. 


Frisco Delay 





Latest reports are that Ameri- 
ca’s biggest Bertha of the short- 
wave airways, the 100,000-watt 
transmitter ordered moved by 
the Donovan 0Ooffice from 
Schenectady, to San Francisco, 
won't be on the air from its new 
location until August, originally 
it was hoped it would be back on 
the air before April 1. 

The Office of the Coordinator 
of Information, however, has dis- 
covered materials needed to re- 
erect the DXer are impossible to 





obtain, despite preferred priority 
ratings. } 








Government agencies but not to. 
write a blank check to their order. | 


|As they visualize a Government | 
|takeover stations would thereafter | 
cease identifying themselves as 


NBC, CBS, Crosley, General Elec- | 
tric, Westinghouse and simply be- 
come American shortwave stations 


ment. 
Some Suggestions 
Various proposals are now pend- 


tion without complete loss of private 
control over program content. No 
proposal thus far made has been 
satisfactory. One blueprint that has 
been circulated recently originated 
with Phillip J. Hennessy, the law- 
yer, and M. H. Aylesworth. One 
previous Paley suggestion was to 
retain the basic idea of competition, 
clustering one-half the shortwavers 
in a group dominated by CBS and 
one-half in a group dominated by 
NBC. 

Under this plan companies would | 





maintain censorship control of what | 
goes out over the air, just as they | 
do now, but there would be wartime | 
coordination of effort. Among the 
things that would be done would be 
shifting of the South American} 
beams (which Rockefeller committee 
would pay for) to get better 


| coverage. 


There was considerable discussion 
of this CBS plan at. last week’s meet- 
ing, with no outright opposition from 
the broadcasters but the feeling ex- 
pressed that it would be hard to sell} 
it » the Donovan group. Don Fran-} 
cisco’s office would probably accept! 
it more readily. 

NBC has been spending about} 
$600,000 annually for shortwave. | 
CBS is spending as much or more} 
and now is left with its South Amer- | 
ican network dangling in midair, in- | 

Meanwhile all-out mobilization of | 
Government employes in whatever} 
part of the world they may be has| 
been instituted in an effort to get a| 
complete check on shortwave recep- | 
tion. Federal officials are anxious| 
not only for reports on reception of | 
U. S. beamers, but in comparison of | 
their strength with thos. of other | 
countries, | 
Siling’s Task | 


Philip Siling, in charge of the in-| , 


ternational division of the Federal} 
Communications Commission, has | 
been named as coordinator through | 
whose hands all the reports will pass | 
and who will analyze them. He has! 
prepared standard forms to aid in| 
making the comparisons of reception. | 

State, Navy and War Department | 


| aides will be relied on principally | 
| for the reports. 





| 
C. E. Denny to FCC 


Washington, Feb. 24. 

Post of assistant general counsel | 
to the Federal Communications | 
Commission was filled last week by | 
Charles E. Denny, Jr., chief of the | 
appellate section of the Department | 
o* Justice. Fills the vacancy left by 
the resignation of Thomas E. Harris, | 
who left the Commish to become as- | 
sistant general counsel of the Office 
of Price Administration. 

Denny is 30. 





KBON, Omaha, to MBS 


Station KBON, Omaha, joins the 
Mutual network Sunday (1), with 
its start of operation. Outlet ‘will 
have 240 watts power and a fre- 
quency of 1490 kc. It will be Omaha’s 
third station. 

Addition brings the number of 
Mutual affiliates to 199. 


Weed Reps WTAQ 


Weed & Co. becomes national 
sales rep for WTAQ, Green Bay, 
Wis., March 1. 

The switch is 





from Reynolds- 


| Deal With WHBI, Newark, Avoids 


{Nashville. 





Fitzgerald, Ine. 


a, 


























| From The Production Centres 


Continued from page 30 








KMPC; John Kennedy, KFAC, and Hank Weaver, remoter at Palladium 
dancery....Tommy Jones trumpeted his last note with Kay Kyser’s 
band and headed for the Army air corps. 

Arnold Marquis the production man on ‘Signal Carnival,’ ‘Sherlock 
Holmes, Horace Heidt, Kay Kyser, Upton Close, ‘Unlimited Horizons’ 
and ‘Best of the Week’ programs on NBC-Red....Earl Ebi another busy 
production man on the same network, handling ‘Great Gildersleeve,’ Red 
Skelton, Bing Crosby, ‘Capt. Flagg and Sgt. Quirt’ and ‘It Happened in the 
Service’....Ned Tollinger has similar assignment on the Jack Benny, 
Fibber McGee and Rudy Vallee shows....Myron Dutton does ‘One Man’s 
Family,’ while A. D. Scott handles the Bob Hope, Beachnut and Paul 
Martin stanzas. 


IN SAN FRANCISCO .. . 

Bob Goerner, KYA announcer, inducted into the army this week.... 
Pat Kelly, KFRC producer, and Bob Hall, Call-Bulletin night club editor, 
have had their physicals and Elbert LeShelle, KFRC organist, expects an 
early call....girl copyboys and pages common now....Milt and Marie 
Samuel have named their new offspring William Milton....father reported 
to Hollywood last week where he'll headquarter as chief of Blue publicity 
for the west....family follows later....Rod Hendrickson, KPO chatter, 
plugged Trinity National forest on a recent airing....so the Trinity 
County Board of Supervisors adopted a resolution thanking him....Art 
Linkletter’s ‘What Do You Think’ renewed through Sept, 30 on KFRC by 
Albert Samuels’ jewelry outfit....‘ad lib’ show now isn’t—it’s waxed 
Monday for Wednesday release, giving intelligence exnerts a chance to 
cut anything wkich shouldn't be aired....CBS winds up a series of orig- 
inations via KQW today from the Am. Assn. of School Administrators’ 
convention here....Royal Arch Gunnison, Mutual miker in Manila, be- 
lieved a Jap prisoner, according to word at KFRC....his relays were 
handled through here until last heard from Dec. 29. 

At press luncheon tossed in Jack Benny’s honor, Al Nelson, of NBC, 
had autographed packages of Jell-O as place cards....comedian obligingly 
autographed ‘em, everybody being surprised at way some of the town’s 
biggies, including financiers, grabbed for the tokens....Al Nelson, Jr., 
picked up three medals for skiing at Sun Valley just before reporting for 
active duty in the Navy over the weekend. 


IN CHICAGO... 


Bill Jones producing ‘National Barn Dance’ on NBC-Red for the Wade 
agency....Howard Wiley’s production man on the Tony Wons show and 
‘Carnation Contented’ series on the same network....Owen Vinson doing 


'similar stint on ‘That Brewster Boy’ program, while Harold Bean and 


Parker Gibbs alternate on ‘Reville Roundup,’ also on the Red....Watson 
Humphrey producing ‘Uncle Walter’s Doghouse’ and ‘Plantation Party’ 
on NBC-Red. 

Cliton Utley taking some days off from his news broadcasts to shake off 
tough cold siege....Judith Waller in San Francisco to attend American 
Ass’n of School Administrators’ meeting....Jules Herbuveaux back from 
home office huddles on NBC production and program plans....K. R. 


| Christiansen named night program traffic supervisor for NBC....A. E. 


Hopper, with WJJD and WIND since 1934, critically ill at home with 
heart ailment....Art Linick, due to return to air with his ‘Schlagenhauer’ 
character, postponing the start for a couple of weeks to catch up on some 


Florida sunshine. 
basis, being off the air entirely Sun- 


days. Station WHBI, Newark, wilil Plautus I. (Pete) Lipsey, Jr., has 
have the wavelength that day. Pres- | been named Assistant Coordinator of 
ent setup gives the two outlets vari- | International Broadcasting, substi- 
ous portions of time Sundays and | tuting for Stanley Richardson, who is 





WOV OFF AIR SUNDAYS 


Constant Time-Sharing 





Under a new schedule effective 
Monday (2), WOV, New York, will 
broadcast on a consecutive six-day 





Mondays. on loan to Byron Price’s Office of 
They share the 1280 kc, wave- |Censorship. Coordinator of Inter- 
length. national Broadcasting is a privately- 


financed office maintained by short- 
wave licensees as their point of con- 
tact with the Government. 

Lipsey was with the Associated 


Hoyt Wooten on N.A.B. 
ve ee Press from 1923 to 1933, serving in 


Memphis, Feb. 24. | the U. S. and in London, Paris and 
Hoyt Wooten, owner and general | Budapest. 


manager of WREC, local CBS outlet, | = 
WHEW 
Ww YORK 


is the new director for the sixth 
district of the National Association 
of Broadcasters. Wooten was elected | 
last week in New Orleans on nomi- | 
nation of a rival manager, Henry 
THE MOST INT!” 
MATE AND EFFECTING 
SALES APPROAS” s 
AMERICA’S LARG 
ig , yee = | « 
John Hill, formerly with WWJ, MARKE 
Detroit, as program director, has 


W. Slavick, of Memphis’ WMC, | 
joined the NBC production depa:t- | lelelem F-Ran &: 


chairman of the district nominating 
ment, Chicago. | OVER METZOPO: 




















committee. 
He succeeds Ed Craig, of WSM, 
































By JANE WEST 


NOW RADIO'S MOST POPULAR 
FAMILY BRINGS YOU MORE 


| AUGHTER TEARS xo [{EART:THROBS 


Presented oy Ivory Soap - 99“) 100 °/ 6 


LISTEN TWICE DAILY 


| NBC Red Network, 12:15 to 12:30 P.M. EWT 
iN t WABC—5:30-5:45 EWT—CBS 
° COAST TO COAST 
Dir. COMPTON ADVERTISING AGENCY 
MGT. ED WOLF—RKO BLDG, NEW YORK CITY 
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VARIETY 


CONCERT—OPERA 33 








Met Opera Reviews 


The Island God,’ a one act opera, lently. Louis D’Angelo replaced 
py Gian-Carlo Menotti, received its/ Arthur Kent, now of the U. S. Army, 
reid premiere at the Metropelitan|as Kruschina, and the veteran bass 
Opera House Friday evening (21).| sang and acted with ease and con- 
Libretto concerns a man and wife, | viction. Norman Cordon as the mar- 
washed up on the shores of an island. | riage broker was another standout. 
The man pleads to the God of an old| Paul Breisach did a creditable job 
temple for aid and és set to work in the pit aided by the rich flow of 
repairing the temple and neglects his melody from the orchestra. 
wife, who falls in love with a pass- Nice work, too, from the ballet. 
ing fisherman. As the wife and the bt 


. | ing i ach ‘tie Saas 
Behera are oe trapped by" the| 'Sieeftied’ on Saturday evening 
0 ‘i. who is overpowered and ) received only a fair perform- 
husban ‘ied in a fish net on the ance. Julius Huehn took over The 
left —— "cane i. attempts to Wanderer and found much of the 
shore. the pe but is killed by music too low. His acting was hardly 
fhe God who perishes in turn when|0" @ par with that of Friedrich 
} disciple fails him. |Schorr, his predecessor. Lauritz 
on oe aes Oiabehit thie | Melchior sang credibly but his voice 
Around pa a Born ssere | beginning to show slight signs of 
woven a ey PF mae many | Strain after having sung every Wag- 
mostly for orches {ner role at the Met this season. 


: action and dialogue. , ; 
ee, bie Sst Fae cathe een Karin Branzell also was not in best 


‘<a duet between the wife and fish- voice, having considerable difficulty 
is hich builds to a terrific with her top ones, which wandered 
eg i "Wenadintaie stvle. Struc- from pitch. Karl Laufkoetter and 
—s the opera is weak in that it| Walter Olitzk’ left little behind in 
jets down in climatie situations. The ~~ — a looked their parts. 
English translation was full of flow-| | pmanue’ ist’s heavy bass wavered 
ery unsingable words, so that the 3 as = times and Elizabeth Reth- 
meaning of the text was frequently poee also had some difficulty with 
unintelligible. The settings provided | her uppermost notes. Her charac- 
were unimaginative, and in the case | terization is so certain «nd so su- 
of the ‘spray’ from the ocean it be- | perbly wor .ec out that even with 
came ridiculous as bits of paper} the unsuitability of he: lyric tones 
dropped to the stage. to the dramatic utterances she _ is 
Leonard Warren as the husband | still completely convincing in the 
was excellent in a difficult part, the|role. Erich Leinsdorf had some 
tessitura of which lay extremely difficulty controlling an orchestra 
high. Astrid Varnay was miscast as! with a tendency to race away from 
the wife, as the heavy orchestration | him. 
frequently drowned her out and she ——— 
was forced to push her voice, driv- ‘Carmen’ was repeated Thursday 
ing it from pitch. Raoul Jobin did/ (19) in a ponderous version which 
better as the fisherman with his high} was lifeless and disappointing. Lily 
tones cutting through the orchestra-|Djanel in the title role projected 
tion, but John Carter’s ‘Voice of @! justreless tone with frequent ex- 
Fisherman’ was lost in the back-!aggerations and deviations from 
ground. Norman Cordon made little | pitch. Her acting was corney. 
of the God vocally, while Ettore Jan Kiepui . returning te the Met 
Panizza conducted with a heavy) after a three-year absence shouted 
hand. most of his part and sang with a dis- 
torted line and ragged French. The | 
‘Aida’ repeated by the Metropoli- | tenor’s top tones rang out brilliantly | 
tan Saturday afternoon (21) _ was} but he held them past good musical 
lighted up by the singing of Fred-|taste and his acting was too ex- 
erick Jagel as Rhadames. The tenor|treme. Don Jose is not one of hi: 
was in phenomenal voice and his! happier roles 
‘Celeste Aida’ completely stopped John Brownlee 


























Lg ol Wes miscasi as 
the show. Ringing vibrant B’ flats | Escamillio with his small voice lost | 
poured out in a stream of rich, full-|jn ‘he orchestration and his acting | 
wiiad tane ‘wre ar o p " noe . ; ee 
- ied tone. Excellent Seene. too. | stock Louis D'Angelo took over 
reat matinee for Jagel. Funig ere 
4 eat Matinee [0 J 4. Zuniga and did a fail j Licia Al. | 


Norina Greco as Aida sang well, 
with some slight difficulties on top 
tones. Her costuming and acting 
were barely adequate and she had a 
tendency to force a_ bit. Bruna 
Castagna appearing for the first time _ 
this year as Amneris made excessive | ,. Gotterdaemmerung,’ repeated 
use of her chest voice, frequently Monday (23), was a moving and ex- 
breaking the melodic line and her cellent performance of the Wagner 
top tones were shrill. (She has lost| work. Only change of cast was for | 
weight.) Acted with her customary | the better, with Alexander Kipnis 
authority. John Charles Thomas! Singing Hagen with a_ full rich 
made an excellent Amonasro vocally | Sonorous bass voice and with acting | 
and dramatically, while Nicholas; ability which was tops. 

Moscona and Lansing Hatfield were | 
adequate in their parts. Paul j 


Breisach conducted a version of the N y ( 
. Y. Concert Reviews 


banese (costumed very badly) sang 
Micaela’s music with charm and | 
brilliance. Wilfred Pelletier simply 
|; went through the motions. 





opera Verdi would never have rec- 
ognized, but perhaps the conductor 
feels his own tempi are better than 
the composers. 





SALVATORE BACCALONI 
‘Traviata,’ given Feb. 15 for the TROUPE SEN — 
fifth and last time by the Met during With Floreace George, Elizabeth 
the current season Ww Tohr Wysor, France Perulli, Ivan Pet- 
« Uti, y« y a i . , . 
Charles Thomas assuming the role | roff, Earl Wrightson 
of Germont for the first time this | Rutsers University : ee elt 
year. The veteran American bari- | N¢W Brunswick, N. J. Feb. 23, 1942 
tone was in fine voice and his mag One of most unusual attractions in 
iff . : . 2 “5” aye . , ro f Ie n-hi ‘ 
nificent singing of ‘Pura siccome un operatic history, the fat basso-bufl , 
angelo’ and ‘Di Provenza’ stopped Salvatore Baccaloni, and a group of 
the show : singers, presented the first of a serie 
The Violetta of Jarmila Novotna | °f 12 road dates at Rutgers Univer- 
was excellent dramatically, thus | 5!*Y Monday (23) before 3,600 per- 
as « Gtile . > * . . a " “te 
Covering the lack of good top voice. | S0D5- Comprising scenes from {oul 
P ‘ ‘ m Ve. - 2 e ‘ -ece >} } 
Miss Novotna remains the best Vio- | 0Peras. the concert was received with 
letta at the house Jan Peerce | enthusiasm from the college crowd. 
: pied bata ; 2Qoxnffice <110recc ¢ the 1 salty 
wound up his season in interpreting Boxoffice hie ~ of the novelty 
, . seems ass ed. 
Alfredo’s music with confidence and | “Fecal ii has gathered an excel- 
abundant tone and color. His acting Rye =e wa ug one tine artists 
has_taken on considerable surety ent company of supporting arust 


; “Ou! hi : s stagt ‘enes 
Ettore Panizza led a virile or- around him and i aging s« 


chestra from “LElisir d’Amore,’ ‘Don Pas- 
quale,’ ‘Falstaff’ and ‘Boris Godou- 
‘ acai ho He opene 1 the concert t] 
Lohengrin,’ done for the fifth time vibrant rendition of the aria ‘Udit 
this season, was somewhat spotty. | Udite” This was followed by a duet 
‘featured by excellent singing by the | from the second act of ‘L’Elisir’ with 
women and ragged vocalizing by the! Fiorence George, coloratura. In tI 
men. Elisabeth Rethberg assumed scene and in her other excerpts th 
the role of Elsa for the first time soprano exhibited a lovely voice 
IS Season and sang magnificently firm and clear in the upper registe 
~4 mezza-voce work in ‘Euch | and with marked ability at staccatl 
luften, die mein Klagen’ was superb | fier acting was excellent throughout 
— her phrasing of the Dream was] and she disclosed a decided flair for 
so tops. In lyric roles she is still comedy. 


the best the Met can offer Concluding this excerpt, Franco 
wanother veteran, Karin Branzell.| perulli, tenor, sang ‘Una furtiva 
singing pe Ply _ Ortrud. Rion lagrima,’ best known aria in the 
in the secor a le hymn of an opera. Perulli showed a_ superbly 
while her : the Stopped the show, | trained voice of fine quality capable 
also t¢ authoritative acting Was | of spinning out a powerful forte and 
g00d “. Lauritz Merchior was in| qiminishing to a piano. His breath 
Guite <a se but not! control and legato effects were ex- | 
tand up to his usual stentorian | cellent and his interpretation and 
s anc ards. Julius Huehn was over- acting ability were tops. 
muna ie by the orchestra Telra- | Perulli was followed by Elizabeth 
u ¥ but he acted credibly. Eman-/wysor, contralto, who sang ‘O 
ae was adequate as the King. pretres de Baal’ from ‘Le Profete.’ 
Ht le Leonard Warren bellowed the | Gontralto exhibited a powerful voice 
open tel music effectively. Erich} o¢ yl] bodied rich top tones to the 
isdorf led an unruly orchestra. high ‘C’ and a resonant low voice. 
Her coloratura effects in the cadenzas 
‘Bartered Bride’ was repeated for |at the end, and her runs and trills 
the second time this season Friday | were clear cut and brilliant, and in 
afternoon (20) as a special students’ | subsequent scenes she showed acting 
matinee, Opera received an excel- | ability as a foil for Baccaloni 
ent presentation at the hands of The ‘Don Pasquale’ excerpts re- 
most of the principals, with Armand | vealed an excellent actor-baritor e in| 
okatyan and Jarmila Novotna in | Earl Wrightson, young baritone. The | 
@ leads singing and acting excel- | ‘Falstaff’ scenes also disclosed power- 





| always at his best 
|marred by considerable scratching, 


jand faults 


ful tones and acting experience of 


Ivan Petroff, veteran Bulgarian bari- 
tone, whose singing of Ford’s Mono- 
logue stopped the show. Petroff’s 
dramatic baritone has few equals 
even at the Met, and his versatility 
is notable. Florence George then re- 
turned to sing ‘Qual guardo’ from 
‘Don Pasquale’ and to score with he1 
fiortura. The scenes were concluded 
with the second act of ‘Boris’ in 
which Baccaloni as the drunken 
Varlaam drew roars of laughter with 
the aria ‘In the Town of Kazan.’ 
Baccaloni as the star, was in ex- 
cellent voice. His more than two 
octave voice covered every possible 
need, his impeccable Italian phrasing, 


diction and stage presence were of a | 


sort not often seen in this country. 


He is unique just now in the world | 


of song. 

Brilliant piano playing by Mario 
Varchi and Everett 
aided the singers immeasurably. 
Simple but effective stage sets were 
provided by Armando Agnini, con- 


sidered the best operatic stage di- | 


rector in America. 

The entire show of two and a half 
hour length moved fast, and word 
of mouth having preceded the dress 
rebearsals (Columbia Concerts sect 


over 50 concerts for next season for. 


the troupe). Eddy. 


GLADYS SWARTHOUT 
Contralte 
Carnegie Hall, N. Y., Feb. 23, 1942 

Gladys Swarthout’s contralto voice 
is at its very peak. She exhibited a 
more than two octave range of ex- 
cellent color and dynamics, brilliant 
high notes and full chested low 
tones at her recital. Especially in 
the ‘Che faro’ from ‘Orteo’ the singer 
showed long flowing smooth legato, 
fine line, excellent quality and dra- 
matic effects. Her voice has taken 
on a ring in the upper registers of a 
full bodied dramatic soprano. A full 
house testified to Miss Swarthout’s 
abilities as a drawing card. Eddy. 

The N. Y. Daily critics said: 

Times (Taubman). ‘Striking qual- 


lity. As sheer voice it is memorable. 


Her compass is wide and her tones 


{have the ring and fullness of the 


naturally gifted vocalist. Her voice 

has seldom sounded more opulent.’ 
Tribune (Lawrence). 

mezzo-soprano, the best among pres- 


lent day American singers of this 


renre. Excellent concert singer 


Warmth ... fullness of tone.’ 

NATIIAN MILSTEIN 

Violinist 

Carnegie Hall, N. Y.. Feb. 17, 1942 
Nathan Milstein, one of the finer 

vi‘linists, was effective and ex- 

asperating by degrees at this recital. 

The youthful artist, at his best. 


i'played with brilliant tone, magnifi- 


cent bowing effects and the virtu- 
osity of a master. But he was not 
The playing was 


flatting and sharping. These virtues 
occurred throughout 
almost every selection, parts of 
which would be alternately beauti- 
ful and amateurish. Eddy. 





The N. Y. Daily Critics Said 
Post (Briggs): ‘Recital by turns 
Milstein 


engaging and _ infuriating. 
in an erratic mood Warm fluent 
expressiveness. . soul searing 
scratches. 

Telegram (‘Bagar' ‘Snoradically 


cffective. rusty and unruly.’ 


WANDA LANDOWSKA 
Harpsichordist 
Town Hall, N. Y., Feb. 21, 1942 
Wanda Landowska proved again 
that she is one of the world’s great- 
est harpsichordists. The recital was 
devoted to Bach and the 30 variants 
written by Johann Goldberg to 
Bach’s variations. Miss Wandowsk 
never let down playing with superb 
tone and intense interpretative 
abilities. A capacity house remained 
to cheer. Such recitals are seldom 
encountered. Eddy. 


N. Y. Daily Crities Seid 


Times (Strauss) ‘World's lead 
exponent of her instrument. Ex- 
traordinary musicianship, erudition 

1 techr ] Sine itive 
erpretatiol 

Tribune ‘Tho! nm) ‘On of 
richest. grandest experiences ; 
able to lovers of tonal art 


WINIFRED WATSON 
Soprano 
Town Hall, N. Y., Feb. 22, 1942 

W hiiie | Wats ie ioOred Oprano 
s the possessor of an excellent dra 
matic soprano of naturally fine 


quality which she uses with artistry 


The voice is big enough to fill any 
hall and she can reach a top ‘B’ flat 
with ease. 

For some reason best known to 
herself she has a tendency to vary 
her excellent production method at 
times in order to obtain certain ef- 


| fects the results of which cause a 


variance from pitch and a loss of 
quality The tones thus lost bril- 
liance. Eddy. 


N. Y. Daily Critics Said 

Times (Sirauss) “Voice of unusual 
possibilities. Voluminous.. . excep- 
tionally fine timber. Lack of com- 
plete freedom in tonal emission.’ 

Tribune (Perkins) “Very god 
voice ... impression of intelligence 
and musicality. Tone subject to mild 
variations in freedom of vocal] pro- 


duction, of clarity and focu 


Roudebush | 


‘Genuine 





S.A. Musicians Getting to Consider 
New Yerk As Hub of Music World 


BOOSEY & HAWKES LIST | 


Add Rosalyn Tureck, Edna Phillips, 
Joseph Schuster, Dance Players 











South American cOmposers and 
musicians are so accustomed to 
| thinking of the United States as the 
center of business, but not of cul- 
ture, that they are having a diffi- 
cult time getting their eyes off Eu- 
rope and focused on New York, 
Aaron Copland has declared. One 
of the foremost modern Amer- 
ican composers, Copland recently re- 
, turned from a four-month tour of 

: . P tL, HY or A s ! s . ~ - 

Among other artists remaining atin Americ 1, Spo isored by the cul 

. i tural division of the Office of Inter- 
| with the management are Sir Thom- conte Affairs (Rockefeller C 

om an J - : ee is 
as Beecham, Bela Bartok, William none a airs (aockelcher Com 
Primrose, the Primrose Quartet, ie 








Boosey & Hawkes Artists Bureau 
Inc... have added Rosalyn Tureck, 
pianist; Edna Phillips, harpist; Jo- 
seph Schuster, cellist; Carmine Ga- 
glardi, tenor, and the Dance Play- 
ers, a new company, to its list of 
artists for the 1942-43 season. 











Yella Pesal, Erno Rapee, the Saiden-| ‘With their ties to Europe cut off 
Cantorun, Aaron Copland and Wil-} sicians are rapidly coming around 
liam Schuman. to feel that New York is the music 

on center of the world—which it actu- 
creasingly anxious to play U. S. mu- 
sic and to get up bere to hear the 
famous symphony crchestras in the 

No matter how anxious cOnduc- 

tors of important South American 

| symphs are to play music of Ameri- 

can composers, said Copland, their 

The Metropolitan Opera had’ an | SCores and parts. U. S. publishers 

unlucky 13th week ending Monday ot serious music aont feel it is 

(23) when it dropped an estimated | Profitable to send it down, as most of 

laround $72,500 out of a possible Ss. A. and have difficulty in getting 
$97,500 on seven performances. | paid. They also fear piracy. 

House seats 3,500 and at a $7.70 tops | Copland’s Recommendations 


berg Little Symphony, the Schola| by the war, South American mu- 
| ally is,” Copland said. “They are in- 
BOXOFFICE LAGS 
United States.’ 
difficulty is that they can’t get the 
$7,500 on an approximate gross of them have no representatives in 
besi possible gross is $15.500. | To overcome this, Copland, in one 


Estimates for the Week: of a series of suggestions to the 
Wednesday (18), ‘Lohengrin,’ | Rockefellerites to promote good will, 
$7.000, loss, $5,0°9 has reconi..ended subsidization of 
Thursday (19), ‘Carmen,’ $10.000. | music publication in Latin America, 
loxs, $2,000. He has also asked subsidization for 


Friday (20) (afternoon). ‘Bartered publication of works of Latin Ameri- 
Bride,’ $10,000, profit, $1,000 ‘bene- | car composers so that they may be 
fit). (Evening), Island God’ andj heard in this country. Althouth it 
‘Pagliacci,’ $8,000, loss. $6,000 is inereasing, Copland. reported, 

Saturday (21) (afternoon). ‘Aida.’ there's still actually very little seri- 


$14,500. profit, $2,000. (Evening) | ous music being written ir S. A. 

‘Siegfried,’ $10,000, profit, $1,000.| South American composer best 

‘(At a $4.40 top). known is the Brazilian, Heitor Villa- 
Monday (23), ‘Gotterdaemerung,’ Lobos. 


Other recommendations made by 
| Copland were (1) increasing ex- 
|change of personalities, (2) ex- 


change of recordings, with program 

6 French Language Operas notes and (3) subsidization of a mu- 
di R di A sic magazine in three languages 

On Cana lan adalo $ (English, Portuguese and Spanish) 


a e because good will among musicians 
British Series Counterpart is greatly impeded by the fact that 
there’s no medium for letting each 

other know what they are doing. 
There are six first-class symphony 
orchs in S. A., Copland said. They 
are in Buenos Aires, Rio, Sao Fa'ilo, 

Montevideo, Santiago and Limmia. 


$13.000, profit, $1,000. 


Montreal, Feb. 24. 

The Canadian Broadcasting Corp. | 
launched last night six hour pro- 
grams of French-language light 











| operas as a counterpart to the ‘Brit- 
man: ‘Au Pays de Sourie,’ by Lehar: 
Chanson d’Amour,’ by Schubert, and 
Lamoureux, soprano; Violette Delisle, | artistes of any prominence in the 
] 
of Victor Breault. The National Concert and Artists 
- - - Service, to which he is under con- 


|ish Ballad Opera’ series also on the 

La Fille du Tambour-Major,’ by Of- 
coloratura: Eugenie Havard, mezzo:|American concert field, Claudio Ar- 
tract, has booked him this season for 


CBC. Will be heard Mondays from | 
9-10 p.m. Montreal time. R 
Operas are ‘Reve de Valse.’ by! 
ienbach. 
with R. A. Brunet, Charles Goulet, |rau, 38-year-old Chilean pianist, 
BALLET RUSSE HITS 28 concerts at $1,000. Next season 


Straus ‘Passionement, by Mes- 

Orchestra is conducted by Jean 

Paul de Meulles and Albert Viau,| virtually an unknown a year ago, is 
he will play over 50 date at ad- 


ager; ‘La Comtesse Maritza.’ by Kal 
Beaudet and singers include Caro} One of the few South American 
male voices. Chorus under direction | presently cleaning up in the U. S. 
$34 000 PEAK IN L A vanced price He has been selling 
’ ofbe Out In 90 of his engagement 


Arraus succes s based on excep- 
Le AY ele Fe »4 ex I] ve the entire 
. A ount cluding N { where is 
Balle Russe opped ts former |‘ I cing 2 y r nl 
‘ ’ ‘ 
} ere y bagging estimated Carnegie Hall debut won unanimous 
i Wak Pilit rLIMALeCA : 
, » f ' the crit NRO too 
$34,000 in nine performances at the e fron tie NBC 0k 
_ nee b } , oo nknpow! to 
P} mic I'wo shows in Sa ‘ - = ' ; 
th large hall yut profited at th 
Die y nette around $8.000 a: — ne iar RE ill t | it ; e 
night in Lone Be ch 1).¢ re it He a pe" C- 
about $4,500. Babe re Ch » Sy! a 
nents « ae a ee , men a } 
Coast stand marked the w ishup of Ore n for M 4, BS anc. ane aid uF 
. ’ i the Boston Symphony He returns 
Sol Hurok’s association with the 


to South America in mid-March, 
topping for concerts in Mexico, 
Peru and the Argentine. He is the 
first male South American to click 
in the U. S. in over a generation. 
The Brazilfan pianist. Guiomar 
“Pia Novaes, is another South American 
who is immensely popular here. She 


RCA Signs 2 Women is due to arrive in the U. S. next 
y ontl Miss Novaes selis for about 
To Do 4 Song Albums 225"; 


per concert. 


Ballet, which hereafter wiil be 
booked by CBS. His Ballet Theatre 
next season takes the time usually 
set aside for Monte Carlo troupe 
here 


Viola Morris, soprano, and Vic- states << 
toria Anderson, contralto, have been | 
signed by RCA Victor to make four! Templeton Draws 1,500 
albums of recordings. Troy, N. Y., Feb. 24 

One album will be of Elizabethan! Aiec Templeton played to an esti- 
music, another of Purcell, the third mated 1,500 in a concert at Musie 
a Modern English group and the Hall, Troy, under the management 
fourth a miscellaneous album. Both of James D. McNary. 

ngere are British Scaled 88c to $2.20 
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Alvino Rey, $55,000, Barron, 2d, 426, 
Big In NY.; Long-Andrews Great 
456 In Chi, Welk, 186, Nice In Pitt 


(Estimates for This Week) 
Blue Barron, New York (Strand; 
2.756: 35-55-85-99). With ‘Captains of 


Clouds’ (WB) on screen. Now in 
second strong week at $42,000 or 
over and holds another Init.al 


stanza was a muscular $48,000, with 
the Barron orchestra credited with 
lending abie support to the Cagney 
picture. 

Woody Herman, Cleveland (Pal- 
ace: 3.700; 30-35-42-55-66) with ‘Bed- 
time Story’ (Col) on screen and 
Connie Boswell for added stage sup- 
port. Blizzard, Lent and other com- 
petitive factors holding down this 
well-rounded show to $18,000, satis- 
factory. 

Juliette’s All-American Girl Orch, 
Newark (Adams; 2,000; 25-35-50-60) 
with ‘Small Town Deb’ (20th) on 
screen and Georgie Price and Hal 
LeRoy for additional b.o. draught. 
Five extra acts also played Monday 
night, but entire combination not 
getting very far. So-so $12,000 in- 
dicated. 

Sammy Kaye, Cincinnat. (Shubert; 
2.150; 33-44-50) with ‘Body Disap- 
pears’ (WB). Kaye’s crew 
chief boxoffice factor here and spell- 
ing good $14,060. 


Ted wewis, Denver (Denham; 
1,75€; 25-35-50) with ‘No Hands on 
lock’ (Par) Fine $11,000, with 


Lewis the real draw. Makes it the 
top grosser in town currently. 

Johnny Long, Chicago (Chicago; 
4,000; 35-55-75). ‘Remember Day’ 
(20th). Andrews Sisters also on the 
stage. Strong week in the offing at 
$45,000, one of the best takes in long 
times 

Don Pedro, Chicago (Oriental: 
3,200;* 28-33-44-55). ‘Moon 
Shoulder’ (20th). Ramon Navarro 
also on. Looking for snappy $19,000. 

Alvino Rey, New York (Para- 
mount; 3,664: 35-55-85-99). With 
King Sisters, Gil Lamb, Lane Bros. 


on stage; ‘Bahama Passage’ (Par) on 
screen. The Rey band and supple- 
mental entertainment, plus well- 


established pitband policy here, are 
given the nod for a strong $55,000 
on the first week ended last night 
(Tues.), since picture received bad 
notices. Show holds another week 
starting today (Wed.). 

Tommy Tucker, Philadelphia 
(Earle; 2,768; 35-46-57-68-75). With 
‘Lady Is Willing’ (Col) on screen 
p.us vaude. Dragging down okay 
$18,000, with bulk of draft credited 
to the tooters onstage, the crix hav- 
in. given the film a healthy pasting. 

Lawrence Welk, Pittsburgh (Stan- 
ley; 3.800; 30-44-60-66) with ‘Blues in 
the Night’ (WB). Considerable local 
interest in Welk since he first came 


to attention here at William Penn 
Hotel. Sock radio and record ad- 
Vance campaign likewise helping; 


getting $18,000, satisfactory. 





Milton Stubbs Goes Free 


Buffalo, Feb. 24. 
Milton Stubbs, Negro musician. 
Was acquitted by direction of the 


court Thursday (19) of criminal at- | 


tack charges of a 


17-year-old girl 
last Oct. 25. 


Supreme Court 


is the | 


Over | 


Jus- | 
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Watched Too Closely 





Phil Spitalny last week found 
himself a guest in the swanky 
home of a friend. Two butlers 
and a serving maid saw to it 
that the maestro didn’t even 
have to lift his own fork. 

Later, when asked how he en- 
joyed the dinner, Spitalny an- 
swered that the food was okay, 
‘but I couldn’t digest the serv- 
ice.’ 








CONDON’S CHIAROSCURO; 
OR HOW CAN YOU KNOW? 








By BERNIE WOODS 

One of those informal jam sessions 
peopled with outstanding jazz musi- 
cians was put on last Saturday (21) 
'at Town Hall, New York. Informal 
is the word: occasionally the audi- 
ence wasn’t quite sure whether 
| Eddie Condon and his ‘Chiaroscuro’ 
of cohorts were trying to stage a 
comedy or get in ¢ groove. When 
there was a need between numbers 
for ‘stagehand’ friends of the musi- 
cians to come onstage and shift in- 
| struments the amateur grips would 
swagger on in exaggerated struts 
| and otherwise angle for laughs. Con- 
don himself, when he wasn’t shout- 
ing orders above the jive (loud 
enough for the last row orchestra) 
was tossing cracks designed for 
laughs. 


These jam sessions almost always | 
turn out to be ‘clambakes’ to any | 


but dyed-in-the-wool jazz fans. This 
one was put on as cold as the wind 


| whistling up 43d street outside; no | 


|curtain talk before and no com- 
| ments between numbers—read your 
| program and listen. To get going 
.the travellers simply parted and a 
seven-piece group felt around for a 
| quartet of George Gershwin show 
tunes starring Bobby Hackett, cor- 
| netist, and drummer Zuty Singleton. 
Some of the individual and group 
performances were moving, especi- 
ally those of Hackett, pianist Mel 
' Powell, trombonist Brad Gowans, 
and Kansas, an itinerant drummer 
and recent discovery. He’s lightning 
fest with brushes or sticks. ‘Sut the 


remainder was ordinary. While (The | 


Lion) Smith contributed exception- 
al tastefully played piano solos in 
his usual cocky style; ‘Hot Lips’ 
Page staged a grand entrance and 
little else; and the hot-jazz devotees 
contained themselves in their usual 
immutable way with the exception 


of four youngsters dowz front who | 


| acted as if they had just learned the 


art of being a jitterbug. They | 
jumped like they were on pogo 
| sticks. 

| There’s to be ano her session at | 


Town Hall March 7 with Teddy Wil- | 


|son, Bud Freeman, Lee Wiley, etc., 
also staged by Eddie Condon. 
one drew a half-filled house. 





tice Almon W. Lytle ruled there was | 


insufficient 
charges. 

Stubbs, sax player, clarinetist and 
drummer, and father of two chil- 
dren, had denied the girl’s  testi- 
mony. 


evidence’ to 


support | 


Walter N. Gendron, trumpet play- 
er and Robert A. Gendron, saxo- 
|phonist, brothers with Dol Bris- 
sette’s orci:estra and Worcester resi- 
dents, were jointly inducted into the 
| Army last week. 

















@ Third Successive 





“Champagne Music ”’ 


of 


LAWRENCE WELK 


NOW ON RECORD BREAKING TOUR 


@ Third Successive 


Engagement Engagement Engagement 
CHICAGO RIVERSIDE STANLEY 
THEATRE MILWAUKEE PITTSBURGH 


TOTEM POLE, BOSTON, March 4-5-6-7 


Direction: FREDERICK BROS. MUSIC CORP., New York, Chicago 


@ Outstanding 











| hotel, 


| Pottstown, Pa.; 8, Sea Grt8 Inn, Sea 





AFM Cautions Bands 
On F-M Broadcasts 


Dance band leaders who do sus- 
taining remotes have been cautioned 
by the American Federation of Mu- 
sicians against permitting their pro- 
grams to be broadcast over Fre- 
quency-Modulation facilities. 

The AFM’s national executive 
board recently passed a resolution 
barring F-M stations from picking 
up remote musical programs that 
are not commercial or which if sus- 
taining in nature have not received 
special compensation. 


KrupaDraws $3,030 
In Buff.; Herman 
Strong Erie Fave 


(Estimates) 

Mitchell Ayres-Jerry Wald (Ray- 
mor-Playmor B., Boston, Feb. 21). 
Paired in twin danceries Ayres and 
Wald drew neat 2,200 at 65c-55c for 
big $1,320. 

ou Breese-Jerry Wald (Raymor- 
Playmor B., Boston, Feb 20). Breese, 
always local fave, and Wald drew 
1,923 at 65c-55c for good $1,154. 

Johnny ‘Scat’ Davis (Cecil theatre, 
Mason City, Ia., Feb. 19). Despite 
zero weather Davis turned in solid 
$940 gross at 30c-40c-56c scale. 

Eddy Duchin (Shubert theatre, 








Bands at Hotel B. O.’s 





holiday price.) 


* Asterisks indicate a supporting 
major draw. 2 days. 


1,800 patrons. 


third week in this room Savitt held 


-Hildegarde is the floor show here 
room. 


the rest of the town off. 
Phil Harris (Biltmore; 1,500; min. 





New Haven, Feb. 22). Duchin lifted 
one-day record here, pulling 5,200 
at 65c top for $2,800. 

Erskine Hawkins (Dixieland 





This | 


| Allentown, Pa. 


| 
} 
| 
| 
} 
} 
| 


| Fall River, Mass.; 6, 


| Casino, 


$1,170. 
Woody Herman (Columbia theatre, 
Erie, Pa., Feb. 16). Herman prove 


‘terrific,) drawing $1,450 at average 
40c. 

Harry James (Aud., Worceste 
| Mass., Feb. 18). James pulled strong 
| 2,500 at 99c each. 
Herbie Kay (Broadway Rink, | 
|Glassport, Penn., Feb. 16). Kay | 


| drew 1,200 attendance at 75c each; 


| good. 

Gene Krupa (Memorial 
| Buffalo, Feb. 17). Krupa piled up 
| heaviest hop draw here in several 
years; 2,781 admissions, 1,781 at $1 


advance and remainder at $1.25 at 
door. 
Chico 


} 
| 


Marx theatre, 


(Lyric 


Bridgeport, Conn., Feb. 16-18). New | tomers. 


band topped biz of some preceding | 
bigger bands with 5,200 at 50c top| 
over three-days. 

McFarland Twins (Totem Pole B.,| 
Auburndale, Mass., Feb 18-21). On 
first trip here McFarland’s proved 
strong draw despite Ash Wednesday 
opening and freezing temperatures, 
9,200 in four days at $1.45 pair for 
$6,670. 


Red Norvo (Shubert theatre, New 
Haven, Feb. 21). Norvo’s new band 
was not too good here; 1,500 ad- 


missions at 65c top. 

Teddy Powell (Ritz B., Bridgeport, | 
Conn., Feb. 22). Powell drew ‘fair’ 
| 1271 here at 99c. At Shubert the- 
atre, New Haven, next day (23) did} 
way below par with 1,500 admission 
at 65c top. 








Band Bookings 





| 
Raymond Scott, March 6, Amherst 


College,, Amherst, Mass.; 7, Willard 
hotel, Washington, D. C 
Charlie Barnet, March 15, Savoy 


| B., New York: 17, Town Hall, Phila- 


|'delphia; 19, week, Adams theatre, | 
Newark. 

McFarland Twins, March 4-5, 
North Torawanda theatre, North 


Tonawanda, N. Y. 
Alvino Rey, March 4, Empire B., 


Casa Loma, March 20, Bucknell! U., 
Lewisberg, Pa.; 21, Empire B., Allen- 
town, Pa. 

Teddy Powell, March 12, 
Log Cabin, Armonk, N. Y. 

Frankie Masters, April 2, 
Roosevelt hotel, N. Y. 

Tommy Tucker, March 3-5, theatre, 
MIT, Stateler 
Sunnybrook B., 


indef., 


indef., 


Boston; 7, 


Girt, N. J. 

Jimmie Lunceford, March 17, Aud., 
Knoxville, Tenn.; 18, City Aud., At- 
lanta; 19, City Aud., Albany, Ga.;! 
20, Municipal Aud., Savannah; 23, 
Saunders Bldg., Valdosta, Ga.; 24, 
Havana C., Jacksonville, Fla.; 25, 
Aud, Panama City, Fla.; 26, South St. | 
Orlando; 27, Booker Aud.,| 





Gardens, Lexington, Ky., Feb. 16). 
Hawkins drew ‘excellent’ 
dancers here at 90c top for total 





|big Fri. (20) following okay six-week stay by Lang Thompson. 


Saturday when cover is dollar. 
to go. 
Leighton Noble 


nights. 


which formerly did only biz. 


had capacity Friday-Saturday—600 


Art Kassel (Walnut Room, Bismarck Hotel; 300; $1-$2 min.). 
more weeks here for Kassel; okay 1,700 patrons iast week. 
Emil Coleman (Mayfair Room, Blackstone Hotel, 350; $2.50 min. Sat.), 


(Terrace Room, Hotei 
1.300 | Played to fine, dinner business Monday to Thursday, with late dancing 
, | 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the. estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels 
Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated, Figures after name of hotel give 
room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 


Week Govete Total 

Band Hotel Played Week Py 
Freddy Martin*...Waldorf (400; $1-$1.50)...... cccceaee § 2,300 11,475 
Benny Goodman*..New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)........ 19 1,825 36,500 
Enric Madriguera..Biltmore (300; $1-$150).......seee.. 4 1,425 4,525 
Lani McIntire..... Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50).....ceeee. 2 1,300 3,400 
Jimmy Dorsey.... Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1.50)....... 2 2,325 5,200 
Vaughn Monroe*. Commodore (400; 75c-$1)...... éiten ae 1,825 29,025 


floor show, although the band is the 





Chicago 


Chuck Foster (Continental Room, Stevens Hotel; 400; $1.50-$2 min), 
Foster started well for name new to Chicago and figures to catch on; nice 


Xavier Cugat (Empire Room, Palmer House; 600; $3-$3.50) min.). Cugat 
riding right along; sixth week again nifty with 3,350 customers. 
Jan Savitt (Panther Room, Hotel Sherman; 700; $1.25-$2.50 min.). In 


to good 3,400 total. 
Couple 
and the real 


attraction in this new 


Doing terrific in really swank room with 2,600 customers. 





Los Angeles 


Skinnay Ennis (Ambassador; 900; $1-$1.50). 
week’s take with fancy 1,300 for two nights. 


Parties nearly doubled last 
Heartening, too, what with 


$1-$1.50). No complaints at just un- 


der 6,000 and should be settled for a stand well into summer. 





Boston 


Charles Barnet (Bermuda Terrace, Brunswick Hotel; 550; 55c-$] cover), 
In his first week here, Barnett drew 2,600 with bulk of trade on Friday- 
Always huge fave in Boston. 


Three weeks 


Statler; 450; $1 cover). Noble 


,| and covers only Friday-Saturday and proved popular with 850 on those two 
Sixth week of indefinite stand. 

Tommy Tucker (Oval Room, Copley Plaza; 300; $1 cover). 
d week (4th) Tucker picked up 1,200 covers, considered big for this spot, 
Ruby Newman returned Friday 


In closing 


(20) 
Hoiel 


and 


Dorothy Lewis-St. Regis Ice 


r | Show came in Monday (23) with Newman. 


Baltimore 
Don Bestor (Charles Room, Belvedere Hotel; 500; $1-$2 min. Opened 


Bestor is 


|repeater in this room after a highly successful previous engagement last 


| 


| hurt by sub-zero temperatures. 


Sundays. 


| ° ° . . ~ 
Aud.. | Season and has topped capacity since his present opening. Spot not cpen 


Minneapolis 


Jimmy Joy (Hotel Nicollet; 500; 


min. $1-$1.50). In third week here, 


However, came through to good 600 cus- 
Floor show has Roberts and White and Ben Yost’s ‘White Guards,’ 


LOCATION JOBS, NOT IN HOTELS 


(Los Angeles) 


Tommy Dorsey (Palladium B, Hollywood, eighth week). 
high weeks; dipped to 15,000 leg shakers, who paid from 65c to $1. 


Thornhill moves in tonight (24). 


Of previous 
Claude 


Al Donahue (Trianon N, South Gate, Cal., first week). Should pick 
off around 5,000 payees on his first pitch in this industrial sector. Tariff 
runs from £5c to 75c 


Jack Teagarden (Casa Manana B, Culver City, Cal.). 


Biz depressed all 


over town and 4,500 stubs on the week not an indication of weakness 


Ozzie Nelson (Florentine Gardens 


N, Hollywood, second week). Nota 


healthy spot anywhere in town and bit over 5,000 here not so indigo. 
(Chicago) 


Orrin Tucker 


(Blackhawk; 400; $1.25 min.). 


Tucker is proving whirl- 


wind, bringing spot up to great 4,100 patrons last week. 


Boyd Raeburn (Chez Paree; 500; $3-$3.50 min.). 


Willie Shore and Kitty 


Carlisle on floor show; businéss okay with 3,000 tabs last week. 





(Baltimore) 


Joe Reichman (Chanticleer; 400; $1-$1.50-$2 min.). 
Tues. (24), succeeded by Dick Rogers. 


Winds up six weeks 
Reichman caught on exceptionally 


well, playing to 4,200 in final week after consistently building biz during 


stay. 


—— 





Palatka, Fla.; 28, Cherokee Ranch. 


Augusta, Ga.; 30, City Aud., Augusta: 


31, 
n..<. 
Bob Strong, Feb. 27, Intra Fra- 


Farmer’s Warehouse, 


ternity Ball, University of Pitts- 
burgh; 28, Lake Side Park. Day- 
i'ton, O. 


Expo Signs Di Pardo 
Fort Worth, Texas, Feb. 24. 
Southwestern Exposition and Fat 
Stock Show has signed Tony Di 
Pardo’s band for its night spot, the 
Silver Spur, March 13 to 22. 








Lee Castaldo, another trumpeter 
formerly with Artie Shaw, also 
forming own band. ‘Hot Lips’ Page 
is the other. 


Kinston, 


] ; . 
| Ink Spots’ U Pic 
| Chicago, Feb. 24. 
| Ink Spots finished a week’s stand 
in the Balaban & Katz Regal theatre 
(here and were picked up in town by 
| manager Moe Gale for a jaunt to the 
Coast. 

They go into the new Abbott and 
Costello picture at Universal. 


——<_ 
Se 











— 
Panoram Machines For Sale 
Eight slightly used Panorams in 
good condition. Write or wire 
Tri-State Amusement Co., John- 
son City, Tennessee. 


























TREAT TIME 
CBS 








Management: 


‘Music with the STRONG Appeal’ 


BOB STR 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
UNCLE WALTER’S DOG HOUSE 


ONG 


NBC-RED 
M.C.A, 
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Saturday 
last week 
seem like 
director © 
ynderstooc 
Post pollac 
never ann 
Sheet } 
nounced 
Jimmy D 
spot nea 

ver City, 
ee cording to persons close to the 
wad of votes for violin position. 


in the mag soon. 


strongest re 
not to distur 
schedule the 





any band with both air time and a 
plugged 1 only a few times, before 


House, N. 


s still keepimg selectees a secr 
Eddy Duchin, Benny Goodman, Alvino Rey, 
orsey were among the men used. Jack Teagarden was offered a 
all-sat team, but ironically couldn’t take it because he’s in 
Cal., at the Casa Manana. 


Evening Post’s All-American band was filmed in New York 
for its part in RKO’s ‘Syncopation’ picture, after it began to 
the SEP was quietly forgetting all about it. 
f film, made the trip in from the Coast to direct the sequence, 
1 to be the last scene to be taken for the film. 

1 its readers for their favorite instrumentalists last fall, but 
ounced the results and inquiries consistently were brushed off. 


William Dieterle, 


et, or is trying to until they’re an- 


poll results Jack Benny received a 


Kaye is disregarding all the modern rules of recording and 


my . 
b Seacaating on his NBC Sunday afternoon ‘Serenade’ program. His 
se cord hit at the moment is ‘Remember Pearl Harbor’. In order 


b the ballad mood of the Sunday broadcasts Kaye will not 
march-tempo arrangement, contrary to the general practice of 


recording contract. So far he has 
leaving a recent date at the Essex 


Under ordinary circumstances a band with a hit platter and with a 


proadecast wire will play the number 


Carol Kay, 
to a date 


against Dunham. 
her only 


is now suing to collect, 





with Sonny Dunham's band, explains she’s 
Bastien, Dunham saxist who was driving, 
She says Carlos Gastel, Dunham’s manager, has paid 
$15 since before and after the crash and that his claims of her 
forwarding to- him incorrect statements of her expenditures is not true. 
She had first paid the bills herself, then sought payment from Gastel and 


as often as possible on the air. 


vocalist injured in an accident last summer while on way 


not suing Tony 
but has made a claim only 





Link Leader-Arranger for Build-Up? 


Tocts Camarata May Be Partnered With Dick 
Haymes In Morris Office Blueprint 





Dick Haymes, former vocalist with | 


Harry James’ orchestra, and ar- 
ranger Toots Camarata, last with 
Jimmy Dorsey, may be put to- | 





sether to form a new basis for an 
orchestra. Haymes will lead the 
combination, to be formed for him 
by the William Morris agency, and 
Camarata will have a share in its 
ownership and write all its arrange- 
ments. 

It may not be the first time an 
arranger has had a ‘piece’ of a band, | 
but the Haymes-Cemarata combo is 
probably the initial attempt at de- 
liverately building an _ orchestra 
from the two ends. 

For years topnotch arrangers have 
rebelled against the notion that they 
frequently are solely responsible for 
the success of a band, yet garner 
none of the glory and little of the 
inancial stability that goes to the | 
eader band they’ve ‘made 
some, like Larry Clinton, Glenn Mil- | 
er, Van Alexander, etc., put their | 
ranging talents to work in behalf | 
ff their own bankrwo!] and, after | 
aining recognition, find the press | 
f being a successful bandieader 
akes all their time, ironically fore- 
ng the hiring of other arrangers. 


pECCA 50c DISCS TO 
APPEAR IN MID-MARCH 


Decea launches a 50c popular rec- 
ord label March 15. One of the first 
issues will be a pair of sides by 
Lionel Hampton. Whether 50c discs 
will be under the Brunswick title, 
which Decca now owns, is unde- 
cided. New label will be black, 
Which is consistent with forme 
Bruxswick tag. Fred Waring may 
also be a 50c artist: nar te 
§ Decca. ; 
j Decca already 
fleased with a 
national 
Series’ 


W nose 





he’s 





has a 50c seller, re- 
red label as ‘Inter- 
Series’ or ‘Personality 
depending on talent used. 
| HOW POLLS ARE WON? 
Popularity Vote — He Took Care 
’ of It 





Philadelphia, Feb. 24. 

i Esslinger’s Beer, sponsors of a re- 
‘ording show on WDAS, held a con- 
€st last week to find the most 
popular recording orchestra. 
Listeners were asked to send in 
bosteards rating their favorite band. 
hen the votes were tallied at the 
tnd of the week, station officials | 
ound that the leading band was | 
Harry Schultz and His Serenaders.’ | 
Check disclosed Schultz was leader | 
we @ local outfit never on wax. The | 
4 thought that if enough cards or 
a would be sent in, a- record- | 
5 COmpany would give him a con- | 
‘Tact. So he sent most of the let- 
—— in himself. His friends and | 
‘andsmen sent the rest. 
(It’s been done before.—Ed.] 





— + 


| harps and four strings. 


lterday (Tuesday) by 


|a dispute at 


WARNOW’S NEW ALBUM 
Velvet Orchestra Plays For 
AFRA Ball Last Friday 
Mark Warnow’s Lucky Strike Hit 
Parade orchestra, Barry Wood and 
Joan Edwards, singers on the show, 
recorded an album of tunes used 
on the Hit Parade at various times 
since it started. Sides were made 

in New York for RCA-Victor. 
Warnow has revived his Blue Vel- 


His 








| 


Cee Davidson Recognition 


Chicago, Feb. 24 

Cee Davidson orchestra booked 
into the Marine Room of the Edge- 
water Beach Hotel starting March 13 
for four weeks with options, follow- 
ing the current Russ Morgan or- 
chestra. 

Davidson is graduate of Balaban 
& Katz Chicago pit orchestra but has 
had his own band for several weeks, 
playing Monday night in the Edge- 
water Beach Hotel. 


Northwest Boom 
Chiefly for Small 
Danceries, Clubs 


By HAL GRAYSON 


(The writer is a bandleader who’s 
played considerably on the Coast). 














Santa Monica, Cal., Feb. 24. 
Editor, ‘Variety’: 

Defense work has hypoed business 
in some places in the Northwest and 
hurt in others. From my own 
knowledge and the opinion of Earl 
Baily, MCA head out here, who has 
just covered the entire territory, 
Seattle and Portland are boom 
towns like San Diego, and business 
is terrific in the small clubs and 
ballrooms. People are anxious for 
a good time, but want it to be eco- 
nomical. 

Quite definitely all the swankier 
spots on the entire Coast are not do- 
ing much. Right here in Hollywood 
Ciro’s is closed, the Cocoanut Grove 
is running only two nights weekly, 
etc., as you know. 


To get back to the Northwest: | recording sessions fewer and farther 
like McElroy’s | 


Portland ballrooms 





and the Uptown, where a reasonable | 


admish is charged, ere doing a ter- 
rific business, and Jantzen Beach 


itwo straight weeks within the past 


Park is looking forward to its big- | 


gest summer season. Portland has 
lots of defense industry like new 
aluminum plants, ete. Thre class spots 


| the hotels, etc. 


vet orchestra, which he used on CBS | 


York Fri- 
will play 
It won't be 


the AFRA bali in New 
day (20) and possibly 
other solo dance dates. 
used on the air. 


T. Dorsey, Cummings 
243% Each In New 
Metro Recording Corp. 


npending stab into the 
as confirmed yes- 


’ : Charles C 
peaking for prez Nicho- 


ord busine W 


Mos] t 

las M Schenck Moskowitz de- 

clared. however, that nothing defi- 
e is set yet on the proposition and 


he’s not certain how long it will take 
to get preliminary details worked 
out. 

Affiliation of Tommy Dorsey as a 
tro pressing affili- 
vas cleared. He is to 
get 2415°% of the company. Similar 
block of stock goes to Jack Cum- 
Metro producer and nephew 


partner in the Mé 


ote w wnt 


meantime 


mings, e 
of Louis B. Mayer, but he will con- 
nue his present activities at Metro. 
( p: ( g the pa t eet 
( ed prospecting for ler 
Ind exe 10 the new setup One 
of p pal sources of supply, of 
course, will be Dorsey, who washea 
up | ecoraing pact with Victor 
t ' 9) He'll hereafter 
record excl elv for the Metro wax | 
| outfit 


CONNIE BOSWELL GOES 


COLUMBIA MARCH 27 





Connie Boswell has shifted from 
Decca to Columbia recordings after 
the former. Harry 
Leedy, her manager and husband, 
signed the singer to a two-year con- 


| broadcasts several years ago. Dance 
band of 18 pieces, including two | 


Outfit played | 
| business. 


| at all for the 


Seattle’s famous lst Avenue, on 
the other hand, is doing a land office 
business and reminds you of Coney 
Island at its peak—all small club 
The hotels and big clubs— 
zero. In fact, the whole situation 
can be ciassed briefly as a big boom 


| week’s releases will undoubtedly be 
| smaller. 
of Portland are doing nothing, ditto | 


for all the smaller places and nothing | 


larger spots. 


| 


| 
| 


On the other hand, further in- 
land in the Northwest. places like 
Spokane, Butte, Mont.: Idaho Falls | 
and Pocatello are suffering in all di- 
|rections. No business of any kind 
as the war has taken most of the | 
youth for coast defenses and the | 
Services, There sre no encamp- 
ments in this territory, like out in 
Seattle, Portland, etc., so the situa- 
tion is very sad It has hurt all 
classes of business 

As you know, the Northwest has 
never been a fertile territory for 
bands with the exception of a few 
key spots like Jantzen Beach in 
Portland; Natatorium Park in Spo- 
kane: the Oly; Hotel in Seattle 





etc., and the only 
on one-nighters are the top names: 
Kyser, Goodman, Lombardo. etc. The 
rest of the tands for 
expense-payers while en route 

The promoters in the territory are 
all a bit timid now, but I look for biz 
to open up big by 


f 


bands doing well 


bands use the 


spring, 


as the need 
dancing and relaxation will be 

reat among the boys in the camps 

and all! others, and it will definite 


be at pop pric all 


b i aii 


BOWLING WINS 


Gibson Dance Room 
Set Up Alleys 


Hotel Will 


Cincinnati, Feb. 24. 
Bowling chalked up a mark against 
dance bands week at the Hotel 
Gibson, With termination of a 10- 
week repeat engagement by Benny 
Strong’s orch, C. W. Broeman, presi- 
dent of the hotel, decided that aver- 


le 
iast 


| age-size bands would be dropped in 


| Cattizone’s 


tract at Columbia, on which she will | 


start work March 27, cutting four 
sides. She will make an album, too, 
to follow the Boswell Sisters album 


that Columbia wil! release within 
next few weeks. 

Columbia has also scheduled an 
album of ‘Gay Army Songs’ to be 


1ade by Allan Roth's orchestra of 


22 men and a chorus 


|'a net profit of 


favor of small combinations, and 
that the Gibson's rathskeller would 
be given over to bowling alleys. Joe 
foursome is now playing 
the spot’s Florentine room and Side- 
walk Cafe. 

At the same time Broeman an- 
nounced that operations of the hotel 
in 1941 resulted in a net loss of $74,- 


100 and a decrease in gross income | Night’ recording. 


'on the strength of his ‘Blues In the | 


Woody Herman Breaks 


| 
| 


of RCA-Victor 
| booked) 
light Bands’ programs. 


Decca, Victor Defy A.F.M. Power 
To Interpret Social Security Tax; 
Issue Reported to U.S. Treasury 





FIRE GUTS BALLROOM | 


But Jerry Wald’s Library Luckily | 
Escapes With Minor Damage 


Jerry Wald’s orchestra was only 
momentarily halted by the $100,000 | 
fire that destroyed the Rosemont 
(Roseland) Ballroom, Brooklyn, last 
Thursday morning (19). Though the 
dancery and storerooms above it 
were completely gutted, Wald’s li- 
brary was only singed and his loss 
amounted to drums, bass and couple 
saxes. Brass men had taken their 
horns home. Library and Wald’s 
clarinet had been packed in fireproof 
cases. Blaze began at 5 a.m. when 
an oil stove exploded and necessitat- 
ed four alarms. 

Wald began working Friday (21) 
night on quick bookings set for him 
through Ray Galvin, Boston pro- 
moter, using borrowed instruments. 
He goes into the Roseland Ballroom, | 
New York, Friday (27), replacing | 
Stan Kenton, who was to have 
shifted to Brooklyn. 





Fewer Recording Sessions 
To Ease Pressure At 
Columbia’s Wax Works 


As a means of easing the crush of 
production and conserving materials 
Columbia Records is. scheduling 


between. Company claims a tremen- 
dous backlog of orders that forced it 
to cancel normal weekly releases 


month. Since fewer records will be 
made on the new schedule, future 


| 
| over 
should be responsible for 





slow-selling talent 
first of the year, to clear the decks 
for production of best-sellers, no re- 
leasing of bands or singers has come 
to light yet. However, some are 
known to be on their out and 
will be when contracts expire: 


KRUPA EMBITTERS WB 


way 





Gene Krupa and Warner Bros. | 
theatres clashed bitterly last weex | 
over Krupa's attempt to disregard 
an advertised booking at the Strand 
theatre, Brooklyn, and open instead 
at the Sherman hotel, Chicago. Is- 
sue was turned over to New York 
Local 802 of the American Federa- 
tion of Musicians, which in turn re- 


layed it to the 
Latter told 


theatre date. 


AFM national body 


Krupa to fulfill the 


Krupa is to open at the Strand 
this Friday (27) but notified WB 
that he wouldn’t be available be- 
cause a later booking at the Sher- 
man had been moved up to today 
(Wed.) Latter change was forced 
by Artie Shaw’s dissolution of his 
band recently and the inability of 
the hote] to find a suitable replace- 
ment Shaw vas originally set to 

en today, K 1 to follow 

Kru} ttempt to mply f ( 

e Stra n ent, tl g he 
has been advertised sever weeks, 
is assertedly based on ft not having 
a written contract fe the b He 
had only a verbal agreeme MCA 
handles Krup who t led a milar 

unt several weeks ago with the 


Central theatre, Passaic, N. J. 
' 


j 
| 





Up MCA’s Monopoly 


Woody Herman was the first band 
monopoly 


MCA- 
‘Spot- 


to break up the recent 


talent ‘and 


had on Coca-Cola’s 
Herman got 


the winning shot past Saturday (21) 


Herman is booked | 


of $120,933 from 1940, which showed, by General Amusement. 


25,609. 


The hotel houses the studios and 


offices of WCKY, CBS affiliate 


land Sammy Kaye 


Previous winners were Glenn Mil- 
ler, Tommy Dorsey, Freddy Martin 





| stigated 
|has been advised by the national of- 


ON BKLYN WALKOUT 


lof his 


| four-day st 


| dates 
tat the Majestic, Dallas. 


+ 
Disagreement between Decca and 
| RCA- Victor recording companies 
and N. Y. Local 802 of the AFM, 


whether the two companies 
ocial se- 
curity, will go to Government tax 
authorities for settlement. Though 
they're signatories to AFM’s Form B 
contract, which demands the em- 
ployer puy the tax, Decca and Vic- 


tor refuse to agree with the ruling, 


claiming the bandleaders and not 
they are the employers of the 
musicians in bands recording for 
them. They claim, too, that the tax 


problem is one for the Government 
to settle, not the AFM. 

Decca and Victor had been called 
to appear before 802’ trial board 
several weeks ago, but postpone- 
ments held the meeting off until last 
week at which time 802 turned the 
argument over to James €© [etrillo, 
boss of the national AFM body. 
Only major disc maker not involved 
in the question is Columbia Records, 
which has been complying with the 
Form B stipulations. 

That Decca and Victor were not 
abiding by Petrillo’s Form B con- 
tract came to light recently after 802 
ordered all recording pay checks be 
cleared through its Escrow Depart- 
ment. This was to be certain that 
proper recording rates were paid. 
Local a few months ago had a num- 
ber of leaders up on charges for 
paying off improper sums because 
of a confusion over rehearsal and 
actual recording scales. 


Agent Wins First 





Commish Round 


Though Columbia, and Decca and | 
RCA-Victor, were expected to cut; 
adrift after the, 


With Glenn Miller 


General Amusement Corp. has 
won the first round from Glenn 
Miller in the commission-paying 


leader in- 
ago. Miller 


argument that the band 
several weeks 


fice of the American Federation of 
Musicians that he would be required 
to live up to the commission terms 
GAC contract, but permission 
was at the same time granted him 
to take the issue direct to the AFM’s 
executive board. Miller’ lawyer, 
David Mackay, is preparing the 
necessary petition 


Under hi contract with GAC 
Miller is obligated to pay a commis- 
ion of his Chesterfield radio ac- 
count and 15‘. on theatre and one- 
nighter dates The band leader, 
after operating under this arrange- 
ment for several year uddenly de- 
cided that these commissions were 
in excess of the cummission of 5% 
which is contained in the N. Y. state 
employmerit agency law When 
GAC declined to entertain this argu- 
ment Miller withheld some commis- 
sion money he owed that booking 
office. GAC retaliated by withhold- 
ing Miller's money for some recent 
Chesterfield broadcast 

GAC ele ed the c« ty ersy to 
the AFM’s home office and the opin- 

relayed to the band leader by 
an AFM official was that Miller had 
raised a question that was neither 
fair nor sound and that regardless 
of vy he pply the mmis- 
on fixed by the ate law to his 
own case he was obligated to pay 
GAC the commission stipulated in 
his booking contract. Maestro then 
asked whether this was the final 
judgment in the matter. He was 


told that he was still free to appeal 
the issue to the federation’s execu- 
tive board. 


Heidt’s Texas Tour 


Fort Worth, Feb. 24. 

Horace Heidt’s tour of Interstate 
Circuit will begin April 25 with a 
and at the Worth theatre 
which will be immediately after the 
band finishes a film now being made 
in Hollywood. 

A couple of one-night stands will 
be played by Heidt between the 
here and the opening May 7 
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10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


(Records below are grabbing most nickels this week in jukebores | 
throughout the country, as reported by operators to ‘Variety.”. Names 
of more than one band or vocalist after the title indicates, in order of} 
popularity. whose recordings are being played Figures and names in 
parenthesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the listings | 
and respective publishers.) 








, Noody Herman....... Decca 
1. Blues In Night (7) Remick............ | Con Eallower. ; Okeh 
: , : ae {Kate Smith ......Columbia 
>. Mone GS Pat <4) TObias: ois ivcciccveres ) Woody Herman. ......Decca | 
; ; Sz ,y Kay .. Victor 
3. White Cliffs Dover (8) Shapiro......... oo. ane ee eee | 
; Alvino Rey .. Bluebird | 
4. 1 Said No (4) Paramount..............- : aaahe Ramee is eee | 
{ Alvinc Rey.........Bluebird | 


5. Deep Heart Texas (2) Melodylane 


seer 


) Bing Crosby...........Decca 


arlie Spivak.........Okeh 
6. This No Laughing Matter (3) Block.... { Charlie Spivak One 


?) Sammy Kayr.. ...... Victor 

7. Remember Pearl Harbor (7) Republic. Sammy Kaye......... Victor 
{Glenn Miller.......Bluebird 

8. Moonlight Cocktails (1) (Jewel) ...... | Tommy Tucker ...... Okeh 
{Glenn Miller . Bluebird 
9. String of Pearls (1) Mutual...... **+*** ) Woody Herman...... Decca | 
’ " ( Harry James...... Columbia 

16. I Don’t Want Walk (1) Paramount...... ) Vaughn Monroe.......Decca 


OTHER FAVORITES 


(These records are directly below first 10 in popularity. 
number of weeks in parenthesis are fading, others gaining.) 


Tunes with 





You Made Me Love You (20) Broadway... Harry James ..... Columbia 
> errr Okeh 
Tis Autumn (9) Witmark ....cccccccscccess Woody Sermen ...._. ones 
, { Sammy Kaye.......... Victor 
Dear Mom (Republic)........... teeeeeeeees ) Kate Smith....... Pebemisia 
Benny Goodman ...... 
Somebody Eise Taking My Place (Shapiro). ja sees beste. — | 
‘ ; Bob Chester ...... ir 
i: I a. ce cesebedesnwes Sesame Rave meee — 
; Glenn Miiler....... Bluebird 
Ev’rything I Love (Chappell)............+- Jimmy Dorsey........ Decca 
. Vaughn Monroe ..Bluebird 
On Street of Rearat (LGD). <.6.ccecscices Bn a ae... .isss Victor 
, Johnny Long ........ Decca 
We're Couple in Castle (Famous)........ ¥s } Glenn’ Miller ra Bluebird 
; . { Dick Robertson ...... Decca 
We Did It Before (Witmark).............0.. ) Eddy Howard ....Columbia | 
; ic WOR. 6026s De 
Vou'ré a Gan, Mr. dam Ce sciccsvcccccss moe — wed peas ‘Okeh 


(‘Somebody Else Is Taking My Place’ was inadvertently omitted from 
‘Other Favorites’ list of tunes in ‘Variety’s’ ‘Best Sellers on Coin Ma- 
chines’ last week. Benny Goodman (Okeh) and Russ Morgan (Decca) 
records are selling the tune.) 





45 WEEKS OF MUSIC 


WFIL Contracts for Longer Season 
With Local 77 


Philadelphia, Feb. 24. 


Paramount's NBC Time 
For Special Band Tune 





———— 





Ballyhoo of ‘Fleet’s In’ 


Paramount Pictures is buying 15 
minutes of night time on NBC to 
plug the tunes from its forthcoming 
‘Fleet’s In’ film, with Jimmy Dor- 
sey’s band and Dorothy Lamour. 
Exactly what period. will be used 
isn’t set, but date is March 20 and 
time will be filled by Dorsey’s band 
and singers Bob Eberly and Helen 
O’Connell from bandstand of Penn- 





sylvania hotel, New York, where 
they’re now playing. Par may also 
put on a 15-minute show on NBC 


veek later for the same purpose, but 
from its studios on the Coast. 
Tunes from ‘Fleet’s In’ are ‘Not 
Mine,’ “Tangerine, ‘Arthur Murray 
Taught Me Dancing,’ ‘I Remember 
You’ and ‘If You Build a Better 
Mousetrap.’ Picture opens at Para- 
mount theatre, N. Y., March 11. 














Coming Up Very Fast 


‘CanceltheFlowers’ 


TOMMY TUCKER (Okeh) 6466 
GUY LOMBARDO (Decca) 4105 
TONY MARTIN (Decca) 4101 
MITCHELL AYRES (Bluebird) 
B11392 
CHARIOTEERS (Okeh) 6509 


Cherio Music Pub. Inc. 
1585 Broadway, New York 














| 


| question of 
| right which would have allowed fed- 


|B. Marks, 


switched to BMI. 


WFIL last week signed.a new con- 
tract with Local 77, American Fed- 
eration of Musicians, granting mem- 
bers of the studio band a $4-a-week 
raise and extending the season from 
39 to 45 weeks. 

The union is still negotiating with 
KYW, the current contract being ex- 
tended for another week pending 
completion of negotiations. 


BMI, E. B. Marks Score 
Point in ASCAP Suit 
Over Writers’ Rights| 


Gene Buck, as president of 
ASCAP, and six composer-members, 
lost a plea to dismiss a suit against 
them by Broadcast Music Inc., and 
the Edward B. Marks Music Corp., 
When Justice Louis A. Valente in 
N.Y. supreme court ruled yesterday 
(Tuesday) that the court had juris- 
diction over the suit. Defendants had 
claimed the action belonged in the 
federal court, but Valente found no | 
infringement of cOoOpy- 











eral jurisdiction. 

Action is a test case being brought 
by BMI and a publisher-member, E. 
which switched from 
ASCAP, The question involved is, 
who has the rights of broadcasting— 
the composers who remained with 
ASCAP, or the publisher who 





Band Reviews 











FREDDY MARTIN ORCH (14) 
Featuring Eddie Stone, Ciyde Rog- 
ers, Glen Hughes, Jack Field, 

Quartet 
‘Yaldorf-Astoria, New York 

Tschaikowsky has certainly done 
wonders for Freddy Martin's per- 
sonal Crossley. Always a topflight 
combo, it wasn’t until the Concerto 
and its sensational impact on the 
masses that they discovered Martin 
anew. with result he’s now riding 
the crest into the big leagues, an- 
chored finally at the Waldorf’s 
Wedgwood Room where he followed 
Eddy Duchin and has been doing 
consistently good business. 

Backed by a strong team of four 
brass, three reeds (besides his 9wn 
saxing at the helm), three strings, 
bass, Jack Field at the piano, and 
Eddie Stone, vocal soloist, at the 
traps, Martin dispenses plenty of 
dashing dansapation. Clyde Rogers 
and Glen Hughes are the other vo- 
cal specialists, handling ballads and 
novelty numbers, but in the main 
Martin’s forthright and smooth terp 
tunestering does the trick for the 
boxoffice. In company with Dinah 


Shore and The Hartmans the combo 


is set into May and likely to main- 
tain parity, Lent or no Lent. Abel. 
STAN KENTON ORCHESTRA (15) 
With Helen Huntley, Red Dorris 
Roseland Ballroom, N. Y. 

Kenton came east widely heralded 
after a successful stay at the Pal- 





|ladium Ballroom, Hollywood, and is 


set for a radio buildup. His opening 
at this public dancery last week was 
equal to an unveiling of a major 
band at a major hotel in that it 
crawled with trade names curious 
for a earful of what his band had. 
Kenton’s is a lively outfit of five 
sax, three trombones, three trumpets. 
It jumps so rhythmically it’s guaran- 
teed to put life into a wilted dime-a- 
dancer. Kenton plays piano, but 
didn’t when caught, preferring to 
lead and depend on rhythm set up 
by an outstanding drummer, good 
guitar and bass which is as solid- 
sounding as the title, ‘Flying 


| Fortress.’ 


Brass and sax sections are clean 


|and full of enthusiastic drive. Their 
arrangements | 


work is based on 
colorfully written to make full use 
of the men, and there seems to be 


plenty of solo talent, despite the 
young iook about the outfit as a 


whole. . 

Lone drawback of the outfit as it 
stands is that its books, from this 
hearing, seem overloaded with hop 
material. It needs a ballad style to 
round it out. Too, Kentoii’s trick of 
shifting tempo in the middle of a 


number is likely to get him in 
trouble here. Few ballads outfit did 
project were nicely played, but 


lacked the inspirational arrangement 
touches so evident in the faster 
selections. However, that’s some- 
thing that can easily be remedied. 
Main thing is the band’s possibilities, 
which are plentiful. 

Helen Huntley, vocalist, is young 
and plainly bothered by big time. 


Her work now isn’t good. Red 
Dorris, tenor sax, sings well. Ad- 
ditional vocal talent is needed to 


compete with modern names who go 
in for quartets, trios, etc. Wood. 


CARMEN CAVALLARO ORCH (9) 
Rainbow Room, New York 
_ Carmen Cavallaro has been com- 
ing along in recent months, espe- 
Cially on the strength of his unusual 
albums of Decca recordings, and 
where he was just another band at 
Ben Marden’s Riviera last year, here, 
in the plush confines of the Rocke- 
feller saloon, he’s really spotlighted 
to the hilt. Accent, of course, is all 
en the piano. His black-and-white 
dexterity dominates the band, which 
is an unusual setup of three reeds, 
one brass, banjo, violin, string bass 
and drums. Thus it’s really pianowith 
rhythm accomp., but the rhythm- 
pation is plenty okay for the hoof. 

His self-announced specialties with 
‘Lover,’ ‘Night and Day’ and ‘Fla- 
mingo’ keynote the dance style in the 
sola spotlight, preceding the floor- 
show. Otherwise he splits the dance 
chores with Dacita and her Clemente 
Rumba band, both dishing up a good 
brand of dansapation. Both, inci- 
dentally, are holding over until April 
1, when a new show comes in. 

Abel. 

Leonard B. Smith, trumpet, in the 
Navy. From Detroit Symphony and 
Ford Radio Hour orchestra. 











NBC, CBS, Blue, Mutual Plugs 


Following tabulation of popular music performances embraces all three 
networks—NBC, CBS, Blue, and Mutual—as represented by WEAF—WwyjJz 
WABC and WOR N. Y. Compilation herewith covers week be 
Monday through Sunday (Feb. 16-22) from 5 p.m. to 1 a.m. and is b 





ginning 


a 
data provided by Accurate Reporting Service regular checking course ae 
the music publishing industry. 

TITLE Fr UBLISHER TOTAL 
How About You?—?7‘Babes on Broadway’............ Feist ........... 38 
*Deep in Heart of Texas............... bbe nbaess bess Melodyiane , 34 
Blues in the Night—+‘Blues in Night’............... Se 25 
se ka habe bees bx eee knees ea wan e eae 25 
DO Perr Terre ee errr pues ek eke) Tobias Tiree 
yp RE rare errr? Pa ere eee ee T. B. Harms....,. 29 
Wretee Clee OF BIOVEP. cc cccecccccs LAS bnwiehad sinned Shapiro ......,... 22 
Pe Oe Do ovieuns cleeeenks santa beeaeaen aes eee 21 
I Don’t Want Walk Without You—? ‘Sweater Girl’... Paramount icp 
Pe Se Ce ee Mk ace hee eeu aneeeesea vi Re 19 
Somebody Else Is Taking My Place...........e.ec00. Shapiro 18 
oe CN a oe eee eb Sake wees Srey He" Greene 16 
MPU OTORTY WEEE fo ccscvectiacscsceseeonecasperers Mayfair ........., 16 
NE WU 5.0 dod 08846009 000s 000 saw ebenions eee ey eee 
TE EI GA SOU hicvnveseerresbiaresese ere ey cer Embassy ......... 15 
Fooled ...... Soe wedsvd ered ive etseh acess eves reer re 
eS 2 errr rer rT Tre rre Se eT ee Robbins ......... 14 
I'll Pray For You—j‘What’s Cookin’’...........0.05 Harms ........... 14 
CRT i ec ok eee gig wa ei ahaieth kl kale & Okie as Ras 
NE i ea a ine oid aad oa he AoC Sale e ARO Witmark act 
BN te aah end oe antes eae bee eee eel J. Campbell .,... 13 
Everything I Love—j‘Let’s Face It’.....ccccecesees: Chappell ......... 18 
OES DONOGT TOG oo occ cc cso dvrencesctesendus Robbins .......... 13 
We're Couple in Castle—;‘Mr. Bug Goes to Town’... Famous .......... 13 
ee ONE BIOOOR. PMO. cscs cccccesscevcscccsansay Shapiro .......... 38 
TOU BAGO BGO LOVE TOU. ...cccccccccnce “<-ees heehee Broadway ...... a 
Humpty Dumpty Heart—? ‘Playmates’............... Southern . a 
We Did It Before—i‘Banjo Eyes’.............6. pvecan Co 
en I I 8 OE Cee on a Sick we bce bleed rere PIONGOP coc cscs can Ae 
Always in My Heart—7‘Always in My Heart’......... Remick ......... . 10 
PN MN do ca ely bee ob eee ee Se UNS Ss obs $6600.56 GENE i o0e%s suns 9 
BE Te ey FEO BORE iio une cic teiureeseesc ese a) ee 9 
rr 2 Oe COND sc iedbuesdes pean enséaeveene RP ree 9 
ee 56.5 664.056.0057 asl ose vt dees CO's po Breer. 9 
ED i c ocior sk hcbansbemeneauweseaee an reer 9 
ERC ee ee re err ee Advance ........ a 
Happy in Love—t'Gons O’ Fun’, 2.2.6 cceccccccvccccss | SS 
nr OOE BON) kn snk 65d 044 i00 00 0 6065 000060 Famous ee 
re a awe oe 5 00464 24 eR NO eS see ees TS Perea 
Seer? SA OO ONE cc nba ve teases se keed eave’ SOuUtNern 40000 oa 
Jealous—**Feminine Touch’ ............ee.cceeeeees Serre 7 
I aioe as Pe eked Ca wee elagibs 6A Kaa BEE. i cabana see ae 
ID 2% Sy (a ns kad ndee ead eee Jewel 7 
Someone’s Rockin’ My Dreamboat...............06: AGVONCE oocvccces 7 
IR ORE aso cig idc ebb CAG ROOFER ESSA MMe eR Cee eee BRP 6 
er Teer ey ee Tr eT ee renee ere BMI oan 
I'll Never Forget ........ er re ree ee | re 6 
Geer eS OE BOONE, cic ce coe s tee see neden ced cons eS ere reer rr. o 8 
*Popocateptl Pe de oak bre stacks dre 6S aac Ree BMI i eede ee 
Pe © Oe eee Oe IN ag nnn Fon ds 0 coer cone canes Radiotunes ....... 6 
Buckle Down Winsocki—t‘Best Foot Forward’....... Chappell . 
SD CE od cca Macnee i dno ee ewkenbes es SASDITO 2.00 oo” 
oe EE eee ee are er ee eee Cr 5 
ee os cicada cc becni cheated ceenads , i) rer 5 
ee ree oer erry eres eee PAOFTRIE ocsecssces @ 
i gO ES ee Per ee LO Sr 5 





* Indicates BMI licensing; ** indicates SESAC licensing; others are via 











ASCAP. 
¢ Filmusical. 
t Legitimate. 








On the Upbeat 








Amsco Dissolves 


Albany, Feb. 24. 
Amsco Music Publishing Co., Inc., 
of New York, has been dissolved ac- 


Irv Carroll band re-signed by | ©rding to papers filed with the sec- 
Bluebird Records for another year. | retary of state Bernard L. Miller 
———= | was the filing attorney. 
Bill Tieber, WHK-WCLE, Cleve- | -~—- 


land, called up for armed service. 





The move, it was explained by 


Miiler yesterday (Tuesday) merely 

Dick Stabile replaces Shep Fields involved a tax situation. He said 
at Top Hat, Union, N. J., March 3. that the firm, now a _ partnership, 
would retain the same name but 


Bob Kitzis, Red Norco 


drafted. 


pianist, 





Jack Teagarden booked into the 
Golden Gate, San Francisco, starting 
April 1. 





Jimmy Pupa, former trumpeter 
with Raymond Scott, has joined Art 
Farrar band at Colonial, Pittsburgh. 





Tony Russell left Gray Gordon vo- 
calizing job to pack a gun at Fort 
Devens, Mass. 





Howdy Baum at Merry-Go-Round, 
Pittsburgh, for limited stay, suc- 
ceeding new Gary Lee outfit. 





John Guarnieri, pianist last with 
Artie Shaw, has taken Joe Lipp- 
man’s place with Jimmy Dorsey 








without the ‘Inc.’ 





Ned Washington and Lou Pollock 
cleffed ‘Reap the Wild Wind’ for 
Paramount's picture of that name. 

















BOB CHESTER 


STARTS AMERICAN HIT IN 
PUERTO RICO 
with Bluebird Record No. B11375 


‘IF | WERE THE 
MOON’ 


It Should Be In Your Books 


SEND FOR YOUR COPY 


MANN MUSIC CO., INC. 























band. 1585 Broadway New York 
——————————Eeee _ 








MILLER MUSIC, Inc. , 











Sure Fire Show Stopper — Best of the Year! 


Words and Music by CLIFF FRIEND andi CHARLIE TOBIAS . 


1629 Broadway, New York =. 


Mm WHEREVER YOU ARE 


BEN GILBERT, Prof. Mgr. 
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aumenenai — 
_Musi 15 Best Sheet Music Sell 
Inside Stufi—Music st sheet Music Seles’ Dreyfus, Spier Hypo Crawford C 
(Week ending Feb. 21) ’ p ypo ra or 0. | 
b 
Werte CHS. 2. cccccceses Shapiro 
Irving Berlin is kidding himself, ‘I've written a new song, ‘Me and My Blues in Night.......... Remick ° . e 
r ae Melinda,’ the first non-patriotic popular tune in over a year.’ This refers| Deep Heart Texas...Melodylane 1,800 Titles of Larry Spier, Inc., Merged — Offices 
—WJz, to the sundry pro-Administration song trailers he’s been turning out of | Shrine of St. Cecelia..... Braun +: . 
eginning late—Red Cross, Boy Scouts, taxes, armament, Defense Bonds, etc.— Rose O’Day......... .... Tobias In Three Cities Will Be Opened 
based on although actually ‘Melinda’ is a rewrite of a tune he had authored for} Don’t Want Walk...:Paramount ; 
urce for Hildegarde when she was supposed to have gone into the B. G. DeSylva- Remember P. Harbor. .Republic 
Berlin praduction, ‘Louisiana Purchase,’ until the role was found better| Elmer’s Tune........... Robbins STASNY-MARKS SET ILE Max Dreyfus is perking Crawford 
TOTAL suited for Irene Bordoni. Moonlight Cocktails.......Jewel Music Corp., intent on making it the 
soo - We Did It Before......Witmark ‘RANCHO GRANDE’ ROW second unit in his setup, next only 
. 34 Muzak v.p. Ben Selvin, also a maestro for the transcription firm, and| Dear Mom......... ...-Republic to Chappell. Larry Spier is now at 
me 25 Bob Effros, radio trumpeter, have co-authored ‘Memory of This Dance’ Miss You. ......+++++-..-Santly the helm of Crawford, which will 
oeeee 25 which BMI has set as its No. 1 plug. ; How About You? we Peerree . Stasny Music Co. has settled its be expanded into a coast-to-coast 
et 5. 24 Sidney Kaye, v.p. and g.m. of the firm, denies BMI is abandoning pub- We're Couple in Castle..Famous | gifferences with the Edward B, | 0rganization with offices in Boston, 
ere 22 lication, or that it will operate solely through Greene-Revel, Inc., and Rockin’ My Dreamboat..Advance | Marks Music Co. over the song, ‘Alla |Chicago and Hollywood, plus a 
seaelag 22 Radiotunes, Inc. Latter two are self-contained units, independently op- En El Rancho Grande.’ In return |roving professional representative 
an erated, although financed by BMI. for Marks’ discontinuing the in-|through the midwest. 
oa ae ; fringement suit which it had brought Spier is merging his Larry Spier, 
19 Robbins publishing group has just distributed its biggest royalty plum, in the N. Y. federal court Stasny |Inc., catalog of some 1,800 copy- 
wa See 18 $84,000. It’s for the six months’ period ending Dec. 31, 1941, and the has agreed to assign all the rights|rights with Crawford Music, and 
16 amount is unusual in that the three firms (Robbins, Feist and Miller) had in the Stasny number involved and | operating on a profit-sharing ar- 
eared 16 been been off the air for 10 months prior to Nov. 1. The payoff to writers also to deliver to Marks all stock of |rangement. Spier, Inc., also contains 
eke ka Pa) from Feist was $42,179, from Robbins, $32,800, and from Miller, $9,517. music and plates. Marks had con-|works taken over from McKinley 
weakad 15 tended that a Spanish number which | Music and Helf-Hager. 
re? 14 ‘Song of the Islands, standard Hawaiian thematic, dominates the 20th- Stasny put out was a lift on ‘Rancho Dreyfus, who sold out Harms, etc., 
pancreas 14 Fox film of the same name, but the studio also has a ‘Sing Me a Song of Grande,’ while Stasny’s immediate}, g warner Bros. has been concen- 
Cenwen 14 the Islands’ number as part of the score. Betty Grable adorns both retort was that both numbers de-|trating on Chappell. The T. B. 
en 14 ‘official’ songs, published by competitive firms. There has been legal rived from the public domain. Harms subsid (which differs from 
14 palaver, but probebly no suit. Melody of Marks Rancho was|Harms, Inc.) is now chiefly the 
a ; we . written in 1915 in Mexico by Sil-| Jerome Kern publishing outlet. 
iene Bregman, Vocco & Conn has obtained the publishing and selling rights Under the licensing deal which | vano Ramos. Marks published it | Crawford Music ts the outgrowth of 
13 for ‘Dear Old Pal of Mine’ from the G. Ricordi Co. The number, by | was formally signed by the Warner | With lyrics by Bartley Costello. DeSylva. Brown & Henderson, Inc., 
ideatay 13 Lieut. Gitz Rice and Harold Robe, was a hit during World War I and | Bros. publishing group and the NBC borrowing its name from the late 
vee 13 B-V-C plans to put on a revival campaign. Thesaurus, recording library, last - Bobby Crawford. 
teisee 13 laedescebhtntininemtnauelihipiaihinatitsicidrnineasnaenoes week, the latter is free to use a WB | Pyhs Not Anxious Ba the pest secee, Gpesiéii be 
~22 . , tune of current issuance as many cause of the ASCAP hiatus, Craw- 
ange ° . “ ways it desires, without the neces- To Be Also Rans ford has been dormant. Now Spier 
i S ll idl y epa men sity of taking out more than one li- plans spotting filmusical and pro- 
eee ‘ cense for that tune. This twist to F ASCAP Bo d duction scores into his catalog. Thus, : 
st eeee 9 sere the WB-NBC contract has caused or ar when Chappell works on a Cole : 
sees : much ee aa pen emige ul Porter score, as it’s now doing with 
sevens : ° ing industr ne ' —* - ic” it’ 
an 9 Russell Clevenger Will Be Consultant on Side—| pr ctice or tne inductee to nue =| The publishers nominating com-|‘Face the Music,’ itll shunt a 
9 practice of the industry to issue a| Wittee which has been delegated to| Rodgers & Hart score, and the like, 
conke ; : Staff Dispersed license for each specific recording. compile a list of candidates for the into Crawford. The next Fred As- 
ilies: o As the Warner deal stands a plug | forthcoming director elections is e-|taire (Columbia) _ filmusical will } 
“a 7 tune is treated different from a|periencing much difficulty. It finds prokably go through Crawford 
trees ' standard number. If NBC wants to/that those blishers who are nuvi} ‘Spier). 
sank . i si 7; fen ’ , : > publishers who are nuvi 
ais : Broadcast Music, Inc, will dis Mose Gumble’s 45th have three of its Thesaurus bands | already on the board are convinced| First plug by Spier under the new 
hei "4 continue its public relations depart- record a standard tune from the WB | they have no chance of election since | setup is a pop, ‘When Johnny Dough- 
woees ° 7 ment April 1, but Russell Clevenger, catalogs it must obtain three sepa-|they have to run against such in-|boy Found a Rose in Ireland’ by 
rr . : who is head of the department, will Next year will mark veteran rate licenses but if it wants to have|cumbents as John O’Connor, Max|Kate Twomey and Al Goodhart 
‘ 7 continue to handle the account on music man Mose Gumble’s 45th the same orchestra record a song! Dreyfus and Jack Mills. The pub-| which Kate Smith is introducing 
or eees } a piece basis through the Albert year as a songplugger, a term he that Warner is currently explointing | lishers who have been approached 0n | this Friday (27) on the air. 
iehehdaie ° : Frank-Gunther Law ena he Cleven-, still likes to use, as against the NBC may make all such uses under | the subject of opposing this trio feel | — —— 
; 6 = coop oor from that as a Fee ry a oe a single license and for no extra | that each of the latter is bound to be| 
peoeece agency as a farm-ou . j anclier song contac man. compensation. | re-elected. ° W 
orecee ‘ ; — _ et go oe Gumble will be 66 in 1943 and It is the first time that any firm in While O’Connor himself controls Langleis & entworth In 
eaeeeas e naa already ound jobs outsiae he has been plugging tunes since the publishing industry has drawn, | but few voting points, it was not so ‘ 
vs , for his assistants,’ while the stenos | he was 21, starting for Maurice at least outwardly, a distinction be- | long ego that the ASCAP board pre- Overtures To ASCAP Pubs; 
“ ; in the department have been placed Shapiro (pre-Shapiro, Bernstein tween the sale value for recording | vailed upon him by personal solicita- I; . 
. ; with NBC and elsewhere. firm), in 1898. purposes of a current number and | tion to reconsider his letter of resig- Heretofor Public Domain 
. ; 1 ev Back in T |a standard composition. It is also | mation. This O’Connor did. Both 
teens enne ack in Tune | | the first time that musical numbers | Dreyfus and Mills as publishers hold +m a 
’ ; y . : Coin Machine Ranks Are |have been sold to a transcription | quite a batch of voting points and Langlois & Wentworth ee 
veases ° Sacramento, Feb, 24. | manufacturer on a bulk or wholesale | they have been members of the proached several ASCAP asc 
; Jack B. Tenney and George A. S lled b Pi b ll RB | basis. | board for many years. Another fac-| 0M the subject of issuing licenses for 
‘s are vi Petrick organized the Western Songs we y iInda oys | NBC has approached other publish- | tor that sought-after candidates say the firm's recorded library. L & W's 
Publishing Co.., starting out with two |ing firms on similar propositions but | is equally discouraging concerns the | repertoire had heretofore been con- 
new numbers, ‘Blue Sierra Hills’ and On Lam from Gendarmes up to yesterday (Tuesday) no whole- | fact that elections to the board are | fined almost exeiusively vo music ip 
Giddy-Yap, We’re Goin’ Home.’ | sale deal had been closed with any | Still based on availability points held | the public domain. 
Tenney is a member of the Cali- oy |concern other than the WB group | by each publisher in 1936. | Irving Berlin and Cole Porter are 
fornia general assembly and com-| Ranks of record coin-machine op- | Se en ee ie There will also be three vacancies |@™mong the composers in whom L, & 
es poser of the tune ‘Mexicali Rose.’ | erators in the New York area are | |next month in the writer section of | W- has expressed a licensing interest, 
eb. 26 — wating’ enota’ chen livtineed || VAteTe PaReEn Lae |S ewe es eee conned oe as ee 
Co. Inc., . acnine Ts, ose a ) committee iS Currently engage n ’ 
ie ace | has been outlawed by city officials. 'g,. snows Service Bv Recistered | Unings up candidates also. aig | CANTOR’S DECCA PLATTERS 
_ the sec- | They’re buying up second-hand disc Mail A nhs cadae ~sceall - Eddie Cantor will record ‘We're 
L. Miller M49 PARADE nickel-nabbers and setting up anew, | bie ; at — owe | Having a Baby (My Baby and Me)’ 





Kay Swift, songwriter, assigned by |from his ‘Banjo Eyes’ stage musical 


elbowing their way into a field that’s : ; 
Warners to work with Ira Gershwin |for Decca this week. ‘Margie, an 


| already crowced. Buying used ma- 






Lincoln, Feb. 24. 


WERE § COME! 






































1ined by | chines is the only thing they can do |, wag ar ite. 9 a a an the editing of tunes to be used in | oldie, will be the backup. 
. merely since all production of new ones was “oe sect Ti art an Pinta se I | the film biography of George Gersh- Harry Sosnik’s band will ac- 
; alted by war effort. C amages of $298,015 for money paid | win, Rhaps?dy in Blue.’ | comp. 
He said halted b} » the Society in four years under pro- 
‘tnership, Pinball operators were cracked test was made this week on Frank | = ——_— == ——=—=—=—=—=—=_—=——_—_—_—_=>== 
ame but down on by N. Y. pvlice few weeks | Marsh, Nebraska secretary of state. |J- = ———— el _ 
ago and their gadgets confiscated. | This step was taken because Eu- |} 
| | Gambling charge, upheld in various | gene Bazer. Omaha attorney and | OLMAN MUSIC CORP 
1 Pollock | courts, finally proved their undoing. | former representative of ASCAP., is : 
Vind’ for The Se eee ee pre Bony poses a ay | presents the songs from 
- name. | ‘ lad ASC affiliation, although 1 . 
| Memphis 507 ASCAP has been severed’ since May, 1941, | ff} the UNIVERSAL picture 
—_—— Mi ? ' /0 when the ASCAP law was upheld by ff . . 
—= em’r | aie tenga may sd WHAT’S COOKIN 
R Memphis, Feb. 24. There was some doubt in New | 
" - F Two of Memphis’ four stations; York that such service on ASCAP |} & 
IT . - lave signed per program license!cguld ever be accomplished. unless |! , 
of agreements with ASCAP. some officer could be a. : : WOODY HERMAN sings 
_ B11375 WMC and WMPS, both minus/!the na 3 f the state | | 


s ASCAP tune ince the break wit] Neb ra ha No 20-511 ‘ 
radio a year ago, contracted to pay | (19299) and amended in 24-165 (1941) 
iS ance fees on all programs where musk t the con iled lement 0 WY 


the group is used. brack: 








controlled by ta ( : } 
| WKEC and WHBQ remaimm UMN>- |! caryvicg f } 1 vn , if 
, | Signe 1. to be 0 ¢ ( ¢ ( 
Books | oa eae agents of cor»voratio: within the ~ 
PY BROADCAST ML SIC, Ine. David Buttolph and Gerard Car- - md be : yen ~ oe Ho 7 : é The ANDREWS SISTERS sing 
INC. 580 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK CiTy [| bonara composing the score for that tiny ayment Of a 90 [ee vo 





Ww York 


| ‘American Empir-’ at Paramount. 





The law also says the 
of state, within two days 


secretary 
after such 




















WHAT TO 00 











service, must send by registered 
T LONG [ ST mail, a copy of the process, to the | fj 
A A o> party named in tke suit. Return Standard Selections 
receipt must be requested, which 


Hawaiian Paradise 
Little Lady Makebelieve 
Waltzing In A Dream | | 


Heartaches Little Girl 
Whistling In The Dark 
My Extraordinary Gal 


OLMAN MUSIC CORP. |... 


RKO Building, New York 
Suite 302 Circle 7-2672 
Mickey Goldsen, Mor. 


will show that the named individual] 


THE RECORD YOU'VE BEEN WAITING FOR will show that the named individual 
EVERYBODY'S MAKING MONEY Jo's" ccso"cc: 
retary of made last 

BUT TCHAIKOVSKY 


Wednesday 
By LES BROWN (Okeh) 6573 


ROE-KRIPPENE MUSIC PUBLISHERS, INC. 


1650 Broadway, New York Woods Theatre Building, Chicago 











state was 


(18). 





J 

Jack Lee, who formerly was with 
| Joe Glaser as a band manager, is! 
}now on the professional staff Mills | 
Music, Inc. Another newcomer to|f} 
| the same staff is Robert Mills. i — — 





Gen. 
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US0-Camp Shows 


For Service Men Star 





Admission charges to the 24 shows 


currently touring Army camps and | 


Navy 
USO-Camp Shows, Inc., will be elim- 
inated March 9. Announcement was 
made simultaneously in New York 
and Washington yesterday (Tuesday ) 
and followed a ‘Variety’ editorial on 
the unfairness of charging soldiers 
and sailors admission to shows for 
which the public felt it had al- 
ready paid by its contributions to 
USO. 

Admish levy was 20c for the 11 
major shows touring 65 large camps 


bases, under sponsorship of 


and 15c for 13 smaller shows tour- | 
ing about 150 camps which have only | 


limited theatrical facilities. It was 


estimated by CSI yesterday that ad- | 


missions received from time present 
series of shows got under way at the 
end of November, until the present, 
amounted to about 12% of operating 
cost, which is is around $50,000 a 
week. CSI is far short of the coin 
it will need to keep the program 
going until mid-April, as planned, 
and has been using the admish in- 
come to help lessen the deficit. 
Realized Error 

USO-CSI began to realize shortly 
after it had instituted the admission 
tap that it was an error and has been 
requesting the Army to permit it to 
abolish it. Army was adamant, how- 
ever, in demanding a fair trial 
pe-iod for the 15¢ and 20c rate. 

Disappointing attendance—which 
has recently crept up from the 50% 
of capacity at the start to about 56% 
myw—was the first thing that made 
USO-CSI feel the tap was an error. 
Another reason was fear that bad 
public reaction to the door levy 
wouldshurt USO in the campaign it 
will inaugurate in a few months for 
$33,000,000. 

Final straw, however, in addition 
to the ‘Variety’ and other press com- 
Ment, was growiug volume of letters 
of complaint to the War Department 
from parents and friends of soldiers 
and sailors. They declared they had 
contributed to USO and wanted to 
know why admission was being 
charged. Explanation of course, is 
that shows are costing a great deal 
more than USO has allotted for the 
purpose. ather than make a pub- 
lic issue of the matter, however, War 
Department agreed to removal of 


| Boucks here. 





the fee, 
= 


to Be Free 








| Bookers Exempt 





A bill is before Congress for 
Government regulation of em- 
ployment agencies 

In committee, however, a reso- 
tion was proposed exempting 
theatrical talent and booking 
agencies from the measure. 


ing March 9 .2: 








Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 





Saranac, N. Y., Feb. 24. 
| Ben Schaffer at his peak; he’s al- 
| lowed unlimited exercise. 
| Benny Ressler flashing good re- 
ports. 

Ray English, ex-manager of sta- 
tion WNBZ, alsoa former announcer, 
now assistant manager of a local 
procery store. 

Joan Kavanagh and Kathleen Cro- 
nin, Roxyettes, skiing and skating 
while vacashing with the Roger 
Also mitting relatives 
ozoning at the Trudeau sanatorium. 

Years ago, Johnny Jones took the 
routine at the Will Rogers and left 
to resume his work. He's back here 
for an indefinite period of in-bed. 

Hazel Smith recently ogled by her 
father, who shot in unannounced 
from Louisville. 

Word from out-of-town ozoners: 
Tommy Vicks (Beeton) recently 
mastered flu; Cecilia Haffermann 
(Revere, Mass.) donated her appen- 
dix to the medical profession; Frank 
Carter (Cleveland) went with the 
Ringling circus after a tw0-year 
siege; Henry Hearn (Charlotte, N.C.) 
licked grippe. 

Joseph C. Perry, musician, a new- 
comer here. Incipient case. 

Don Clark, who made the grade 
here, is now trumpeting with his 
own band at the Lido nite spot, 


| Plattsburg, N. Y. 


Al Didener, Watertown, N. Y., 
nite spot owner, here ogling for a 
spot. Should he find a place it will 
be the only in-person spot in town. 

Harry ‘Pop’ Barrett is slowly re- 
gaining his sight. The 80-year-old 
juggler was sightless for nearly two 
years. He’s at 302 Broadway, Sara- 
nac Lake, N. Y. 

Write to those who are ill. 





Clyde Lucas band repiaces Dolly 
Dawn at Roseland Ballroom, New 
York, March 6. 


| $250,000 Fair Fire 





Dallas, Feb. 24. 
Two 
pleasure-seekers in 


years at the Texas State Fair were 
+ —|destroyed by fire recently (11) at 
1a loss of $250,000, partially covered 


| 
| by insurance. 


They were the rambling Automo- 
| bile & Foods Bldg., scene of events 
|}ranging from roller skating and the 
| awesome Gardens of America, and 


i 
buildings that have housed | 
recent | 
| 
} 


a 
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The Good Old Days 


+ 
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Se ed 


Herewith appears a ‘Variety’ review of a N. Y. Palace bill of 20 years 
ago. The intention is to reprint these weekly using the relative week of 1922 
with the current date of issue. No special reason in reviving these reviews 
other than the interest they may have in recalling the acts which were 
playing at that time, the manner of putting together a big time show (book. 
ing), which radio stations may find pertinent, and as a resume of the style 
of vaudeville reviewing of that day. 





'old Globe Theatre building which 


| 
| 


Centennial. 


was erected in 1936 for the Texas 


(Reprinted from ‘Variety’ of Feb, 24, 1922) 


PALACE, N. Y. 














! 
(| Continued from page 7 


| B. 0. Effects | 





The Palace bill Monday evening had to play before a different crowd 
holding in a large share of what are known as ‘first nighters’ on Broad- 
way; a blase bunch that have yawned more than one good play into the 
storehouse. They were mostly down front, and while not yawning at the 


state engineers that 46° of cars In; Palace, many carried that bored look that may almost be heard as plainly 


| California will be off highways by | as it is seen. 


| February, 1943, due to tire rationing. 


A couple of the turns got the facial bird, even if they will 
|never know it, while three others really got to all of the audience, in- 


| Revealed only 11% of state’s auto cluding the wise uns. 
' 


lowners are eligible for tires under | 
indications | 
will be even lower as 


rationing policy, with 
percentage we 
certain classifications lose priority. 
Naborhood theatres are 


;profiting trom 


month; 7% 
11.5% by June; 15% by July; 19% 
by August; 23% by September; 28% 
by October: 33° by November; 39% 
by December; 41% by January; 46% 
by February. Not taken into con- 


sideration were cars headed for junk | 


heap. 

Nabes are also figuring on heavy 
attendance from residents who do 
not want to stray far from home due 
to possibility air raids and blackouts. 

Understood picture studios have 
enough rubber to roll for from six 
to 18 months but, after that, they're 
on their own as have not been is- 
sued priority numbers. Just how to 
keep trucks and other vehicles mov- 
ing after that period is keeping the 





master minds guessing. 





Staying Home for Fun 
Philadelphia, Feb. 24. 

Effect of tire rationing on Philly's 
show big was reflected in report of 
the Delaware Bridge Commission 
issued yesterday (Monday). 
K. Costello, business manager of the 
bridge which connects Philly with 
South Jersey, announced that traffic 
had increased during the day when 
people came to Philadelphia to work 
—but had dropped at night when 
Jerseyites go to the big city to thea- 
tres and night spots. 

Desire of residents of N. J. to find 
play spots closer to home is shown 
by the upswing in business in film 
houses and bistros in the vicinity of 





Camden, 




















* 








“Smartly Paced!" — variety 
“Delightful!” — BILLBOARD 


* 





JACK .. BOB EASLEY 
ICE CAPERS 


Sinarle Rielel, Iva Revuein Gneoviva! 
BREAKING RECORDS — BOWMAN ROOM, HOTEL BILTMORE, WN. Y. 


“ Orchids!" — WALTER WINCHELL, Daily Mirror, N. Y. 
“ Terrific!” —€D SULLIVAN, Daily News, N. Y. 
“On My Preferred List!” — DANTON WALKER, Daily News, N. Y, 
"Gold Star!" — DOROTHY KILGALLEN, N. Y. Journal-American 
“Triple Al""— LOUIS SOBOL, N. Y. Journal-American 
“ Thrilling!" — R. W. DANA, N. Y. Herald-Tribune 
Pinna "" = MALCOLM JOHNSON, N. Y. Sun 
” Extraordinary!" — WILLIAM HAWKINS, N. Y. World- : 
“Startling! — RICHARD MANSON, N. Y. Pest ee 
Slamorous Show!" — HAROLD CONRAD, Brooklyn Eagle 

Effective!" — BOB MUSEL, United Press 


PERSONAL MANAGEMENT — GEORGE wooo 
Exclusive Management 


WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY... 


NEW YORK - CLEVELAND - CHICAGO HOLLYWOOD: LONDON 
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seen as 
back-to-shoeleather 
era. Estimates by engineers would 
have 4% of autos off streets by next 
by April; 9% by May; 


Joseph | 





The dress suits were out to see the Dolly Sisters (New Acts), reappear. 
ing over here for a few weeks. They were in the second half, and were 
| followed by D. D. H., the monologist, who was one of the hits of the show, 
in a hard spot. Next to closing with that bunch in front meant something 
to hold them, but the faculty looking talker successfully did it, piling up 
laughs to the very finish. 

Another turn, new to the Palace and which has steadily climbed up- 
ward, McLaughlin and Evans, got quickly to the fancy of the house, fol- 
lowing the long ‘On Fifth Avenue’ production, an act that ran so lengthily 
it began to tire before ending. The ‘Fifth Avenue’ act’s best were Charles 
Irwin and Rose Kessner. : 

The McLaughlin-Evans couple, boy and girl, have skitted the ‘Bowery’ 
song, making their locale the front of a tenement. They talk with the 
| East Side twang and slang, dance toward the finish and also sing the old 
kid songs, but it is their talk and mannerisms that get them over. They 
appealed to the Broadwayites as a welcome novelty. 

The very next act, closing the first half, Harry Carroll and Co., in a 
holdover Palace week, under the handicap of not having Anna Wheaton, 
as billed, was the third of the substantial successes of an otherwise notably 
light-weighted Palace bill. In the Carroll turn were ‘tom Dingle and 
‘Patsie’ Delaney, also the Bennett Twins. Miss Wheaton reporting ill 
Monday morning, Carlton Hoagland, with Carroll, called in Dingle, Miss 
Delaney and the Bennetts, shaping up the turn presented within two 
hours. It was a good act as the Carroll group did it Monday night in 18 
minutes. The twins were there with their songs and dances, but it was 
really Dingle’s work with Miss Delaney’s assistance in the double that put 
so much pep into the act and also put it over. Dingle never did better 
with his loose feet. The dancing of this act may have had its effect later 
when the Dollys showed their dancing goods, for even the Bennetts alone 
could have taken the edge off of any other pzir of feminine steppers to 
follow. As an emergency turn the Carroll act was a wonder in its way, 
Carroll merely explaining Miss Wheaton was out through illness. Ar. 
Carroll said in his curtain speech his company is going to the Coast, with 
this his last week in Eastern vaudeville before returning from the far 
West. . 

With so much dancing on the bill, the Dollys would have been better 
spotted closing the first half. They certainly were not protected in this 
layout. 

After intermission caught Dolly Kay with her pop songs and a pianist. 
Miss Kay is full of gestures and almost empty of numbers. Her final song, 
supposed to be a comic, is open to question, depending upon where it may 
be sung and how it is sung. She forced several bows, prolonged to an 
extent that suggested suspicious applause concentration. 

The Courtney Sisters, billed, did not appear, with Roy and Arthur clos- 
ing the performance around 11. The Four Readings opened, with Harry 
and Grace Ellsworth second. It needs some dancer, as well, to follow 
Miss Ellsworth. 

In: the afternoon the boxoffice sale had to stop owing to the standees’ 
line, while at night there were not that many. The Palace had a complete 
sellout in the evening, with several rows standing in the rear downstairs. 


Lastfogel Due East 


Hollywood, Feb. 24. 

Following a meeting with agents 
and casting directors to plan lineup | 
of talent to appear in USO camp | 
shows, Abe Lastfogel heads east, 

Before leaving he also meets with 
the Hollywood Victory Committee | 
and USO Camp Shows Committee to | 
effect closer cooperation. 





Ed Drew, WPRC (Providence) 
musica] director, has added his first 
girl singer to the band, Leona Smith, 
Drew returned to CBS network last 
week, 


PHIL 
REGAN 


CURRENTLY AT THE 


LOOKOUT HOUSE 
COVINGTON, KY. 























Levison, Kneeland 
In Agency Partnership 


Charlie Levison and Jack Kneel- 
and are a new talent agency partner- 
ship in New York. 

Some years back Levison was as- | 
sociated with Lester Lee in the pro- 
duction of major production vaude 
acts. Kneeland is band man. 


a 


ARON KNAPP 


* 


Personal Representative: 
FRANK VINCENT 
Beverly Hills, Callf, 



































Opening Friday, 
Feb. 27th 


Clover Club 


Miami, Fla. 


For 
Indefinite Engagement 
* 
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Farl Carroll Counter-Sues AGVA 
For $215,890; Placed on ‘Unfair’ List 





ro 





vi 


Earl Carroll and the American 
Guild of Variety Artists are in 
strong disagreement, the performers’ 
union declaring the producer on the 
‘unfair list,’ and Carroll countering 
with a $215,890 damage suit against 
AGVA filed in Superior Court, Los 
Angeles. Battle stems from the fail- 
ure of both sides to reach an agree- 
ment on a new basic contract for 
Carroll’s touring units. 

Carroll’s damage suit hinges on 
the cancellation of several theatre 
bookings for a new unit, headed by 
Doc Rockwell, he recently put to- 
gether on the Coast. 

Another of Carroll’s ‘Vanities’ 
units is current for a three-day en- 
gagement in Harrisburgh, Pa‘, but 
AGVA has as yet taken no steps to 
keep this show from playing con- 
tracted dates. Probable, however, 
that the anion may so, the show 
from playing the Flatbu. ., Brook- 
lyn, where it is scheduled to open 
March 5. 

AGVA’s national board in N, Y. 
placed Carroll on the ‘unfair’ list 
when it was notified by the union’s 
Los Angeles branch that the pro- 
ducer refused to sign the union’s 
standard contract. AGVA _ claims 
Carroll refuses to pay principals a 
minimum of $60 weekly and also 
balks at providing firsi-class sleeper 
transportation for overnight jumps. 
AGVA claims Carroll otferea 4 mini- 
mum of $50 weekly for principals 
and transportation in coaches, 

Performers union is also tiffing 
with Carroll on alleged salary viola- 
tions by the eastern ‘Vanities.’ It’s 
claimed the producer recently paid 
the cast only six-sevenths pay for a 
week in Pennsylvania, despite the 
fact thai the six-day week. is law in 
that state. Union claims Carroll 
should not have deducted a day’s 
pay in that instance. 





Carroll-AGVA Stalemate 
Hollywood, Feb. 24. 

Dispute between Earl Carroll and 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
over contract provisions applicable | 
to the Doc Rockwell unit is stale- 
mated after many efforts at settle- 
ment the past week. After filing 
$215,890 damage suit against AGVA 
in Superior Court, Carroll offered 
to withdraw the action if suitable 
terms for road unit could be 
reached. Damages sought are based 
on Carroll’s statement that he 


CHAS. FOX EXPANDS 


Adds 2 More Stripperies, Biz Is So 
Good in Milwaukee 








Milwaukee, Feb. 24. 
With many theatre operators 
squawking about poor business, 


there is one man in town who ad- 
mits he has nothing to kick about— 
Charley Fox, who runs the Empress, 
only burley here, Business has been 
booming ever since last summer, 
frequently hitting all time highs. 

It is so good, in fact, that this past 
week Fox expanded his activities 
by taking over the Liberty in Daven- 
port, Ia., and opening it last Friday 
(20) with a string of strippers, ex- 
pected to draw not only in Daven- 
port itself, but from nearby Moline 
(Ill.) defense industries and the ad- 
jacent Rock Island (Ill.) arsenal. 


PHILLY AGENTS 
CITED BY STATE 


Philadelphia, Feb. 24. 
The State Department of Labor 
and Industry last Friday (20) 
cracked down on two booking agents 
for alleged violation of Pennsyl- 
vania’s stringent licensing law. 
Hauled on the carpet were Eddie 
and Yetta Saks, operators of the Saks 
Theatrical Enterprises, Inc. Charges 
against them were brought by the 
American Guild of Variety 
and the Entertainment Managers As- 
sociation (bookers). 
Richard Mayo, 








AGVA business 


Anthony C. Sharkey, agent-in-charge 
of enforcement, that the Saks office 
had failed to pay performers for en- 
gagements. EMA reps claimed the 
Sakses had borrowed money from 
their organization and 
make payment. 


Artists, 


agent, charged at a hearing before} 


refused to} 


accused agents that their license | FLYING ALLENS MEMBER 


USO Eagle Eye 





Four special reviewers at- 
tached to the USO-Camp Shows, 
Inc., span the country catching 
all units and solo stars. 

It’s so scheduled they see 
everything and wire a profes- 
sional report to Abe Lastfogel, 
headman on the talent. The big 
solo stars who perform sans 
scripts or support are the major 
worry, but so far there has been 
little cause for concern. 


‘ICE-CAPADES’ 
STRONG 1086 
IN CLEVE. 


Cleveland, Feb. 24. 

‘Ice Capades’ pocketed superlative 
$108,000 in nine performances, pull- 
ing 72,000 into 9,500-seat arena here 
last week. 

First two of five sellout perform- 
ances were staged for benefit of the 
Scripps-Howard Press Child Vaca- 
tion Fund. 











Returning to Dallas 
Dalas, Feb. 24. 

‘Ice-Capades,’ ice show sponsored 
by the Arena Managers Assn., which 
played to more than 100,000 during 
the Texas State Fair last fall, will 
return to the Dallas Ice Rink April 
4 for 10 performances. 

Thousands were turned away dur- 
ing the Fair engagement, 





‘Skating Vanities’ $37,600 
St. Louis, Feb. 24. 

The former ‘Roller Follies of 1942,’ 
which changed its tag recently to 
‘Skating Vanities’ during 15-day 
stand at local Municipa’ Auditorium, 
closed engagement Sunday (22) with 
an estimated smash take of $37,600 
|for the. run, with 40,000 customers 
| laying it on the line. 
| Troupe opens in Louisville next 
| Monday (2). 








do business would be lifted unless| 


they straightened out their affairs 
before the end of this week. 
Several other agents were ar- 


|raigned by Sharkey on charges of 


booking without orders, as defined 
by the State act, and the hearings 
were continued until March 1. 





realized $160,000 profit on the Slate | 
Brothers unit, currently in the east, | 
plus $50,000 punitive damages and | 
$5,000 production costs. 

Negotiations are stymied on four | 
major points, according to Leslie | 
Litomy, executive secretary of L.A. | 
local AGVA. They ar:>: | 

1, Guaranteed playing time, with | 
Carroll to play eight weeks out of | 
10, or pro rata, with extra three | 
days for traveling. Carroll’s counter | 
Proposal is seven weeks out of 10. 

2. Rehearsal salary for chorus, 
with AGVA demanding three days 
probation, then $15 per week for 
eight-hour day. Carroll demanded 
second week free rehearsals. 

- 3. First-class transportation for 
complete company of 35. Carroll 
refused to pay for principals. 

4. Principals’ salary, with AGVA 
demanding $60 weekly minimum 
for singles, teams and trios. Carroll 
is willing to pay $60 for singles, $50 


Agents heard were Jolly Jcyce, 
Arthur Phillips and Joe Bardo. 


> NAME BANDS SET 
FOR ORIENTAL, CHI 


Chicago, Feb. 24. 
Headliners for the Oriental con- 
sist entirely of orchestras for the 
next five weeks, 
On Friday (27) Count Basie 
orchestra comes in, followed by Ted 
Weems and Frankie Masters orches- 





| tras for March 3 and 13, respectively. 


Qn March 27 Henry Busse arrives 
and on April 3 in comes Art Kassel. 


AGVA Rules to Govern 
Fischer’s 2-a-Day Revue 











each for trios and teams for 30-show | 
week, 

Litomy also claims Carroll wants | 
a three-year contract, with 
money matters to be arbitrated. 
AGVA insists that working condi- | 
tions be included. Carroll offered 
to arbitrate difficulties, but, accord- 


only | while given a production 


: . | show, with 18 Midge 
ing to Litomy, an emissary of Car- | has 


Clifford C. Fischer’s 


two-a-day 


| revue policy, starting March 11 at 


the 46th St. New York, 


auspices, 


theatre, 


| will operate under American Guild 


of Variety Artists rvles as a variety 
stow. As set up, the $10,000-budget 
Fielding girls, 
Willie Howard, Paul 


Draper, 


roll declared he would consent, pro- | Lou Holtz and Phil Baker as co- 


viding he would not be bound to 
honor the decision of arbitrators. 
Entire troupe of the Rockwell 
unit, which had to cancel San Diego 
and L. A. dates, retained attorney 


Thomas Connell to prepare petition | 


for recall of officers and board of 
the AGVA local. According to Con- 
hell, it’s al’ a misunderstanding and 
inter-union dispute. 

Mh Ra of 2,000 members of AGVA 
; _ here sign recall petition an 
election would be called and a 
majority vote decide fate of the 
board and officers. 





Psd Hughes orchestra bus was 
Io royed by fire near Worthington, 
te last weekend. No one was in 

€ bus at the time but the ten mem- 


headliners, plus Hazel Scott, Joan 
Merrill, the Nonchalants, Gene Shel- 
don; Masters: and Rollins, The 
Barrys and Larri and Conchita. Lou 
Forman wil] be in the pit. 
Captioned ‘Priorities of 1942,’ 
| Fischer will not change bills until 
business warants. Hopes to keep 
them from two to four weeks. 


AGVA Atty. In Frisco 


San Francisco, Feb. 24. 

Jonas Silverstone, national coun- 
sel for the American Guild of Va- 
riety Artists, is in town to confer on 
local Guild matters. 

Held meetings with local agents 
over the weekend on inauguration 
here of AGVA franchise for booking 








bers of the band lest their clothing. 


agents. 


| stunts of the Allens. 


DIES OF BOMB INJURIES 


Buffalo, Feb. 24. 
Joseph Allen, 15, youngest of the 
parachuting Flying Allens family, 
died of injuries in a Batavia, N. Y., 
hospital, Thursday (19° as a result 
of an aerial-bomb explosion. Young 
| Allen was working at home packing 
(a fuse for the bomb used in the 
He served as 
a member of the ground crew for 
the family’s parachute-jumping en- 
gagements, 








His sister, Gloria, 17, was killed 


/in 1937 in a parachute jump at a 


Virginia fair. 


MCA and Hotel St. Regis 
Responsible to Skater 


Albany, N. Y., Feb. 24. 
Court of Appeals has affirmed the 
decision of the lower courts that 
both Music Corp. of America and 











the Hotel St. Regis, N. Y., were 
| jointly employers of Dorothy Lewis, 
lice skater, who claimed compensa- 
tion for injuries suffered during her 
engagement at the hostelry. Skater 
brought her claim via workmen’s 
| compensation, Travellers and Zurich 
|General Accident & Liability re- 
i spectively being involved in the case 
las well as MCA and the St. Regis. 

Industrial board affirmed the 
referee’s original award and held 
|the two companies joint employers. 
|The Appellate Division unanimously 
affirmed this ruling on Jan. 14, 1941. 

Lewis ice show played the St. 
Regis for several years, the blade 
star reportedly suffering injuries 
from falls several times during that 
period. 


Feehan’s Oakland Burley 


Oakland, Cal., Feb. 24. 

Wally Feehan now operating the 
Moulin Rouge, Oakland’s only bur- 
ley spot, with an option to buy. 
House was operated for years by 
the late Allan King, Oakland show- 
man for more than quarter of a cen- 
tury. 

Feehan has been distributing so- 
called sex pictures here. 








‘Grave Threat’ 


Claiming that shuttering of bur- | 
lesque houses in New York by arbi- 
trary methods such as displayed by 
License Commissioner Paul Moss 
and ‘Mayor LaGuardia trying to act 
as one-man censor,’ constituted the 
‘gravest threat since 1937 to exis- 
tence of all theatres, Morris L. 
Ernst, counsel for the Gaiety, N. Y., 
yesterday stated he intends to go to 
the Supreme Court for a writ of 
mandamus. 

Gaiety, last of the burlesque 
houses in N. Y, in operation, was 
forced to close Monday night (23) 
after the final performance as a re- 
sult of refusal by Moss to renew the 
permit. Two other burlesque thea- 
tres, Eltinge and Republic on 42d St., 
were shuttered Feb. 1. 

City action to close burlesque 
shows was admittedly taken follow- 
ing protests from prominent clergy- 
men and lay religious organizations. 
With weight of churchmen against 
them, burlesque shows had little 
chance with Commissioner Moss, de- 
spite testimony of the Mayor’s Com- 
mittee on Censorship (Variety Re- 
vue Theatres Assn.), that theatres 
should be granted license renewals, 

Following a stormy session Satur- 
day (21), Commissioner Moss re- 
served his decision, then phoned the 
West 54th St. police station Monday 
night (23) to see that the Gaiety did 
not reopen after the final perform- 
ance, 


No Specific Charges 

Theatre operators contend that no 
charges of violation of any regula- 
tions had eve. been made by the 
| Mayor's Committee on Censorship 
since it was appointed in 1937, Com- 
missioner Moss has so far failed to 
make any specific charges of viola- 
tions or indecency. 

Ernst plans to take his case into 
court, representing the Republic and 
E'tinge theatres as well as the 
Gaiety, as soon as he secures the 
minutes of the hearing held in Com- 
missioner Moss’ office last Saturday. 
Moss has not yet turned over a copy 
of the minutes, Ernst telling ‘Variety’ 
that unless these minutes are made 
available he will be obliged to take 











court action to force Moss to pro- 
duce them, 

Closing of the burlesk theatres 
represents a serious loss of employ- 
| ment for around 150 performers and 
| chorines, plus musicians, stagehands, 
| ushers, etc., 
|N. Y. houses. 

About 15 minutes of the Civil Lib- | 
| erties League meeting in N. Y. last | 
Wednesday (18) was devoted to dis- | 
cussion of the burlesque situation. | 
| League members were trying to! 
| learn just why the theatres were | 
closed without advance warning and | 
the basis for shuttering. One speaker 
claimed that the mayor had objected | 
because a femme principal wiggled 
her torso, although he admitted it | 
was properly covered. Other com-| 
plaints at the session were that con- 





working in the three | 





Atty. Calls NY. Burlesk Shuttering 


to All Theatres; 


Taking Court Action Vs. City Officials 


cessionaires in the theatres sold 
leather pocketbooks which were not 
leather, but it was not made clear 
whether this was the basis for the 
wholesale theatre closings. 


PA. BOOKING MEASURE 
SOUGHT AS ‘MODEL’ 


Philadelphia, Feb. 24. 

The Pennsylvania Department of 
Labor and Industry has revealed 
that it has received requests from 
nearly a score of states for copies of 
its ‘model’ law governing the opera- 
tion of booking agencies, with a view 
to setting up similar legislation with- 
in their own borders. 


‘The Pennsylvania statute has been 
called a sure curb agzinst chiselers 
and real protection for the actor,’ 
said Anthony C. Sharkey, Philadel- 
phia agent in charge of enforcement. 


MCA Lines Up Names 
For Children’s Benefit 


Music Corp. of America is lining 
up flock of stellar names for the 17th 
annual show for underprivileged 
children on March 2 at the Para- 
mount theatre, Palm Beach, Fla. It’s 
being dubbed ‘Sam H. Harris Me- 
morial Performance,’ since under- 
privileged children’s benefit was one 
of the late showman’s pet charity in- 
terests. 

Among performers slated to ap- 
pear are Ben Bernie, Leo Carrillo, 
Luther Adler, Sheila Barrett, Sarah 
Ann McCabe, Al Trahan, Dixie Dun- 
bar, Paul Draper, Paul Haakon, Pa- 
tricia Bowman, George Givot and 
Al Jolson. 


Dodson’s Chimps Blitzed 
Out of Pearl Harbor 


Vancouver, Feb, 24. 

LaMotte Dodson, at the Beacon 
here with his act, Dodson’s Holly- 
wood Monkey Stars, tells of the 
show’s experience: at Pearl Harbor 
during the Jap attack %n that base. 
The Dodson act was playing with 
‘the Barnum of the islands,’ E. K, 
Fernandez’ Circus, at Schofield Bar- 
racks, when Japs bombed area, ma- 
chine-gunned circus tents, which 
were across from a military objec- 
tive. 

Dodson, his wife, and brother left 
Hawaii Christmas Day, had some 
difficulty arranging passage for their 
14 monkeys, but manag’ ’ it. Aboard 
also were chimps and seals from 
other acts, and entertainments were 
staged to cheer up evacuees. 

Dodson show’s 12-weeks engage- 
ment was scheduled to terminate in 
January; when they left, several 
Japanese acts were still performing. 
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show, whether full or split week. 


Variety Bills 


WEEK OF FEBRUARY 27 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day otf 












































Noble Sissle Ore 

EI Chico 
Mextico 

| Maria Morales 

| Maria Lopez 
Rita Bahia 
Del Duca 


Trio 


Ore 
El Morocco 


ncey 


Ore 


| Cha Grey 
Chiquito Ore 
Monte Carlo 
Robinson 
led Straeter Ore 
Bob Knight Or: 
Famous Door 
Denise Mavi 
Dorothy Cal 


Fefe's 
Bill 


Julia Gerrity 
Fish & Gold 
The Three Debs 
Hotel Pennsylvania 
(Cafe HKouge) 
Jimmy Dorsey Qre 
Bob Eberly 
Helen O'Connell 
Phil Washburn 
Hotel Piccadilly 
(Georginn Room) 
Kerry Ens 
Ilotel Pierre 
(Cotillion Room) 
Ella Logan 
Stanley Melba Ore 
(Cafe Vierre)> 
Carol Rhodes 
Pliner & tarle 
Charlie Murray 
Imogene Carpenter 
Hotel Plaza 
(Persian Room) 
Dick Gasparre Ore 
Eleanor French 
The Barrys 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Guy Lombardo Ore 
Kenny Gardner 
Hotel Sheraton 
(Murray Room) 
Ruth Lowe 
Sair Lee 
Francis 
Heury 
Hotel 
John 
Ernie 
Harold 
Hotel Sr, 
(Cafe de ta 
Paul Le Paul 
Jack & Jill 


King 

Noble 
Savoy-Plaza 
Hoysradt 
Holst Ore 
Cooke Ore 
Moritz 
Paix) 





Peggy Norman 





6 Can-Can Gis 
Gaston 
19th Hole Club 


Aunt Jemima 
Steve Murray 
Gerri White 
Storey Sis 
Johnny & George 
Angel Velez Oro 
Snub Mosely Ore 


Nut Club 


Belle Sloane 
Lamour 2 
Tack Reynolds 
Little Joe Little 
Place Elegante 
Vhil Dante 
William Ross 
cliff Conrad 
Martin Locke 
Manya Borodkin 
Jeannette Garrette 
Ernest Franz Ore 
Queen Mary 
Shadrach Boys 
Ann Francine 
Sonny Tufts 
Chiquita Venezia 
Joan Ellis 
lee Reynolds 
Bill Glass Ore 
Queens Terrace 
Phil Forster 
Eppie Bruce 
Healy & Kkvans 
Agnes Dwyer 
Jack Allyn 
Ned Harvey 
Grooverneers 


Rainbow Grill 


Ore 


Russ Smith Ore 
Ashburns 
Sylvie St Clatr 


Ruinbow Room 
Henry Scott 

















BOOKING THE NATION'S LEADING INDEPENDENT 


VAUDEVILLE THEATRES 


EDWARD SHERMAN AGENCY 


BEVERLY HILLS, CAL. 
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Al Robinson Harris & Hewell | ue Crees 
Rob Douglas Co Rosalind Qordoyr la _— 4 a 
Harris & Howell Fisher & Wh | willie Dukes 
aramoun Robert & M Clayton| (Two to { | Ween Castes Ore 
Mia Myle Co PROVIDE NOE } ia . 
Ly NBROOK Metropolitan (77-1) | 51 Club 
Lynbrook (28 only) | Frankie Mas Ore|Carolyn Biddle 
NeW YORK CITY WINONA Joey Nash Beatrice Kay | Marion Joyce 
Paramount (25) State (27-28) Keaton « Armfield Dave Apoll Co Iris Kary} 
A Rey & King Sis Major Bowes Unit Hilton-T « Jerome | Smith, Roger A | Wauneta Bates 
Gil Lamb MANKATO (Two to fil) WASHINGTON | frances Leslie 
Lane Bros Grand (1-3) NEW ARK Howard (27) | Wilma Novak 
CHICAGO Major Bowes Unit } Adams (26) Duke Elling Ore | Trene Kaye 
Chicago (27) ST. CLOUD } Jimmy Durante ivy Anderson | Grooverneers 
Andrews Sis Paramount (4-5) | Berl Nervo Org Herb Jeffries | Bobby Bernard 
lou Treese Ore Major Bowes Unit | ere - ley Marie Brvan + Pick Lewis Ore 
ive oF ay TOLEDO | Bellet & EB Bro Al Guster | ms at . 
} lyn I arney .  aee.e) | PATERSON ge tet | 52d Swing Club 
Alan Carney Paramount | - 
MIAMI Sammy Kay Or¢ Majestic (3-5) w \TERR! 4, ioe =< : 1 
Olympia (26-1) SOUTH BEND = | Rebert Ra ~ ae Polis (26-27) VAT akie Meagews 
Christianis Palace (2 only) ) How , : ae Cs Ina Ray Hutton Ore| Al Green 
Dixie lunbar Sammy Kay Ore | rom Kmerson's Co Adrian Reilin Greenwich Village 
Wencen ROCKFORD } (Two to All) Al Gordon's Does no 
Benny Fields Corande (3 only) | ik — WOODSIDE | 
Archie Robbins Sammy Kay Ore Haynes & Perry Sunnyside (28-1) | Tlenry Arthur 
MINNEAPOLIS JOLIET Stanley & Benson | Cappy Barra Loves | Vera Neva 
Orpheam (27) Rialto (1 only) (Three to fill) Danny & Lee Cl x} Carroll ¢ happell 
fan Savitt Ore Sammy Kay Or PASSAT The Johnstons | Patricia Parker 
Bot Beans MADISON Central (26) (Two to fill) Lorna Rhode 
Duval Merle & Lee | Orpheum (6 only) | Son's, ooo OFC) om ae 
fuddy Clark Sammy Kay Or | i aan ace | 
(‘ari Bros 
PHEL ADELPHIA 
Carman (3-5) 
Loew Dixon & Susie 
Helen Honan 
Monroe Bros 
Falabanow 3 
(27-2) 
NEW YORK CITY| Mischa Auer Carroll & b+ ghee 

State (26) 6 Artistocrats Whitey & Ed Ford 
Adrianna & Charly | WASHINGTON | Moore & Revel NEW YORK 
Jay & TV.ou Seiler Capitol (27) Ei Cooper & Rhy’ites 
Golden Gate 4 E Carroll's Vanities | ody os 

"Wells rays — 

Andree Andrea — ee 

Johnny Teonard WORCESTER. Gene Monet Ore 

W Diane Pavis a Harlem Rendezvous 
(One to fill) Sonny Dunham Orc], : 
arner Roxy (27-28) Al Trahan Edna Mae Harris 

Wayne & Marlin Charlie Tobias Columbe ony 

Reynolds & White | Tip Tap & Toe olumbos Orc 

Stone & Lee Whiiey & Ed Ford =~ we ai F 
NEW YORK CITY) Little Tough Guys Olive & Tou Caites YOUNGSTOWN ; i & Tavioe 

Strand (27) 4 Arnaut Bros & Sis} PITMAN Palace (3-5) nh +, a hill 
Blue Barron & Ore PITTSBURGH | Bway (28 only) Ink Spots nce ie c 
Carole & Sherod Stanley 27) ;} 2 Harmonica B's toyal Sunset Ore anord rs D 
Wesson Bros. Charles Spivak Ore {| tThree to fill} Moke & Poke Spordoe-O-De 
Gil & B Maison 4 Franks SO. RIVER Peg Leg Bates Havana- Madrid 

BROOKLYN Britt Wood Capitol (27-28) Joyner & Foster Julio Richards 

Strand (27-2) (20) Don Casanova 
Gene Krupa Ore Lawrence Welk Or Corrito & Coral 
(20-23) Geo Rogers Dancers | Kiki 

Ina Ray Hutton Orc} tage tne , 3 ¢ b Bill Felipe de Flores 
The Maxellos ot “ t cataw die ar 
Burns ’ x E Price WASHINGTON a are S  ecandlige Atheoy 
Frank Conville Co Earle (27) | Movite 

PHILADELPHIA | Roxyettes ten thee 

Earie (27) Don Arres Don Gilberto Ore 
Martha Raye Walter ‘Dare’ Wahl NEW YORK CITY Hick ov 8 
Clyde Lucsa Cre Pepita & Lucia uanpidd ouse 

(70) Town & Knott Armando’s Chin Lee’s Mavens Shepard 
Tommy Tucker Ore 'Marq’ta & F'ncho, R Geo Morris Ore Sandra & Stanley cell icc J . 
Peggy French Mary Rowley mascahen “ 
Beverly Paterno Darling Sis yb ‘ 
? Carol Boyd 
y , hns y¢ 
RKO Beachcomber yee ie oo fan Rollin Smith 
lHlenny Youngman Ray Worth Ore Ginger Wayne 
|Lenore Lemmon : Larry Bennett 8 
April Ames Clichy Bill Turner Ore 
aera Manor & Mignon aoe See Hotel Ambassador 
OSTON CLEVELAND Salazar Ore te (Trianon Room) 

Boston (27) | Palace (27) Machito Ore Club 18 Tul ‘ 

, ~ ? * ain , mee ‘ Juies Lande Ore 
Hollywood Blonde: eet the People Ben Marden’s @ Andrews Ore Claire & Arena 
Carroll & Howe (20) Winter Room ric Ore Eric Victor 
Martells & Mignon Woody Herman Orc . f Roberta Welch Richard Lane 
Fred Sanborne Connie Boswell Gypsy Markoff Jack White 
Dick Powell Johnny Woods Yvonne Bouvier Irene Carroll _ Hotel Astor 

(20) Dawn Sis Marie Atkinson Frankie Hyers Dick Kubn Ore 
Gautiers Bricklayers COLUMBUS fruy Howard Vince Curran Hotel Belmont 
Lewis & Van Orpheum (20) Freshinen Roy Sedley Plaza 
Lorraine & Rognan | ‘Meet the People Hurry Stevens Hazel McNulty (Glass Hat) 
S Miller & A Siegel] DAYTON | Bill Bertolotti’s Lillian Fitzgeralé Covert & Reed 
ty pe any Co Cotentes (27) ; | Ls vnn & Marianne Susan Lang Barbara Perry 
. ‘On Dress Parade Claire Willis Club Frisco Margaret Scott 

CENCINNATI (20) a 31) = aig Raat 

4 — ‘ Virginia Gibson Leila Gaynes Belmont Balladeers 

hubert (20) Lime Mova Gifford eae Weeks Howard Lally Ore 
Sammy Kaye Ore Bert Walton i Don Syivio Ore — EL RERS Joe Pafumy Orc 
Sue Ryan Lucienne & Ashour | byte Helene Arthur eee i 
3 Smart Gls Mills Bros _ | nove Perfect Frankie Froba Orc Hotel Biltmore 

P Perfect Patricia Joyce sonathesgen Room) 
aie ites Vicki George Heas 
- thel “ithe Club Gaucho ase Franklin 
Spike Harrison Ida Rodriguez Maureen Holmes 
Nn epen en Harry Donelty Carmencita { Little De-Icers 
}| Enevies Sietiana Strollers Madriguera Ore 
larles Strick Joe Santiago Hotel Bossert 
yo Sh meal Alberto Franco (Brooklyn) 
- > ° r , sulu »ALe ania —_ 

NEW YORK CITY sob Howard Gay 90's Quartette Don Carlos Or Grace Vaughn 
Music Hall (26) Dancing Demons : ‘ , Club Midnight Nye Mayhew Ore 
Ww Murra Mason & Wayne ees Oe Srl aoene Hotel C lore 
ynn } y : : ; 3 t otel Commodor 
Berry Bros (Two to fill) move bg oes Rev Vi Bradley (Century Room) 

"1s appy se ‘ 
John Tiebor . AKRON | PP’ Club 181 Vaughn Monroe Ore 
Robt Shanley Palace (27-2 Cafe Madison ; ) ‘ . : 
Eleanor Tennis Ink Spots ‘ Connie Harris Peter Rotunda Orc 
Nicholas Daks Royal Sunset Ore — Cole Ore Billy & Ann B & R Ambrose 
Glee Clul Moke & Po! Gypsy Murkoft ic Jack Goldie Charle Carrer 
ta aged 7 . = Marilynn Michae ©} Muriel Asc Marylin Duke 
Rockettes Peg Leg Bate : "coger ns Muriel 4 we Co . 
Corps de Pallet Joyner & Foste po Parker Club Samoa Hotel Edison 
Erno Rapee Syimph BRIDGEPORT Cafe Montparnases | i pelle Russe]| Blue Barron Ore 
wes a —_ - oe (2% 3- 2 ) Alleen Cook Linda Castro Hotel Essex House 
pees a <e we i ig n ‘ jean Brunseco Denise Mavit Rosalie Grant 
Rab H “ _ Pea ; e & Jud Cafe Society Ruth Le Bru Evalyn Tyner Ore 

’ ann Jean, Jac & Juc " om . od 

Jere McMahon Tom & KB Wonder (Midtown) Muriel Tay! Hotel 5th Ave 
Rae & Rudell BALTIMORE | Jobn Kirby Ore oo Smiamake (Salon Madrid) 
Murray Leonard Hippodrome (26) | Hazel 5 ott — ee " Cass Franklin 

Apollo (26) jeorge Olson Or« | Gole den Gate Sl Evel DeMarlo 
Erskine Hawkins Or} Al Bernie | Eddie South Ens ~ hapten mannor Guy Rodian 
Ida James State (1-4) Cafe Soclety waewien OC Fay Marde 
te & Louis : Harmonica Bee’s (Village) Club Whitaker Penny Bancroft 
$8 Acromaniscs Jack Carter A om ‘ ee, Max » Burton Gross Ore 

"Tes : 'Teddy Wilson Ore Maxine 
gy geen ree | Albert Ammons pow, Kelis Hotel Lexington 
Harper's Dancing Fred & Ann Carroll - _ — oh ee ae oe Ray Kinney Ore 
Boys & —, Lillian Morton ee earn Alex Batkin Or Meymo Holt 
Windsor (27-29) George Freems niche nd a aaa ; Napua 

Raymond Scott Ore| 5 Speed Demons Baby Hines Copacabana Leilani Iaea 
Bo Jenkins CAMDEN Cafe Vienna Joe E Lewis Nani Todd 
Wilkey & Dare Towers (27-29) |} Ruth Barr Loper & Barrat Lehua Paulson 
Heller & Riley. Frank Taylor's Rev| William Hoffman Fernando Alvarez Hotel Tincoin 

ASTORIA Jed Dooley Murray Miller Estelita Lincolnaires 


Steinway (27-1) ELIZABETH Dolfy Margens 


Marjorie Garretson Liberty (26-27) Leo Pleskow Ore 

Coley Worth & M Robert Field XN 

Happy, Tom & Jerry! 3 Tangettes Casa Marta 

«(Two to fill) Olivette & Murray | Antoinette Severin 
BROOKILYN Fred Leightner Tony & Estrella 
Flatbush (26) Maxine Pros & B Hector Del Villar 

Hot Lips Page Ore FALL RIVER Monalito 

Buck & Bubbles Empire (24-26) Juan Dimitri Ore 

Maxine Sullivan Dick Powell 

Tip Tap & Toe W & Glayds Ahearn Castine Basse 


Nina Tarasova 
Nicholas Matthey 
Sasha Polinoff 
Michel Michon 
Nadia & Sasha 
| Dmitri Matvienko 
Kris Kay Orc 


Cerutti’s 
| Mae Barnes 


(One to fill) 
Marine (ist enly) 
Bob Howard 
Dancing Demons 
Mason & Warne 
(Two to fill) 

(25 only) 
Nash 

& Armfield 
Tom & Jerry 


3 Martells & Mignon 
Rollo & V Pickert 
Marten Bros 
FREEPORT 
Freeport (27 only) 
Joey Nash 
Keaton & Armfield 
Hilton T & Jerome 
(Two to fill) 
HARTFORD 





Joey 
Keaton 
Happy 





ayvwooc . 
(Two to fill) State (27-1) gr Meck aa 
’ Ridgewood (25) Chico Marx Ore Dan Parrish 
Edna Kaye Ethel oe ‘ 
Doyle & Seed cliff Ne Chatean Moderne 
3 Coeds Rollo & v Pi kert {Charles Francis 
(Two to fill) JAMAIC A John Livio 
Mayfair (28 only) Jamaica (23-26) Ira § tor Ore 


Samba Sirens 
Walter Long 
Betty Jane 

Carol Dexter 


Smith 


Frank Marti Ore 
Club Frisco 
Patricia Brent 
Vicki George 
Miss Victoria 
Coq Rouge 
Dick Wilson Orc 
Bela Bizony Gre 


Diamond Horsashve 


Nita Naldi 
Betty Compson 
Carlyle Blackwe!l) 
Joe E Howard 
Ross Wyse, Jr 
June Mann 

Della Lind 

Geo Fontana 
Gilda Gray 
Charles King 
Mangesn Sis 

ri 


Clyde Hager 





N Brandwynne Ore 


Hotel McAlIpin 
Johnny Messner Ore 
Hotel New Yorker 
Benny Goodman O 
Peggy Lee 
Tommy Taylor 
Adele Inge 
B& B Wade 
Ronny Roberts 
Ice Ballet 
Grace Harvey 
Lynn Clare 

Hotel Navarro 

(Midnight Club») 
Margo & Mann” 
Midnight Gypsies 
Hotel Park Central 

(Cocoanut Grove) 
Elaine Jordan 
Dora Maugham 
Robert Raymon 
Geoffrey Hale 
Rochelle & Beebe 
(Rhumba Room) 
‘Juan Donri 





gues Orc 


Mack Perrin 
Ford Harrison Ore 
Hotel St. Regis 
(iridium Roem) 
Maurice & Cordoba 
Hal! Sannders Ore 
Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Sonny Skyler 
Hotel Wal.lortf- 
Astoria 
Hartmans 


Dinah Shore 
Freddy Martin Ore 
Mischa Borr Ore 


Hotel Warwick 
(Raleigh Room) 
Vicki George 
Sancs Williams Occ 
Hurricane 
Cabot & Dresden 
Jimmy Ames 
Chester Dolphin Co 
Jane Matthews 
Dave Dennis Ore 


Lolita Cardoba Ore 
Iceland Restaurant 
Danny White 

6 Greys 


Les Hunt & Juliet 
Nola Day 
Ted Eddy Ore 
Angelo Orc 

Jack Dempsey’s 
B’way Restaurant 
Milt Herth 32 
Linda Lark 
Irv Carroll 

Jimmy Kelly’s 
Marlowes 
Montmarte Boys 
Joe & George 


Ore 


Raymond & Joan 
Helen Holmes 
Danita Rivera 
Margaret Grey 
Faith Arlen 
Rene 

Ann Jung 
Jeannie Walteis 
Glenda Hope 
Menva Del Ray 


Gwili Ardmore 
Isabel Brown 
Rose Withum 
Peggy La Plant 
Joe Capello Ore 
Kern's 
Claire 
Cornel Tanassy Ore 
Kelly's Stable 
King Cole 3 
Pete Brown 4 
Sabby Lewis Ore 
La Conga 
Luba Malina 
Chaz Chase 
Ray English 
Nitza & Ravell 
Noro Morales Ore 
Jack Harris Ore 


Jean 


La Marquise 
Ruth Winchell 


Dorothy Tanner 
Consuelo Flowerton 
Frances Connolly 
Al Carr Or« 

La Martiniaue 
Georgie Price 
Victoria 
Mata & Hari 
Martiniqueens 
Herbert Curbello O 
Val Olman Ore 

Le Petit Palais 


Mme C Alphand 
Oscar Kariweis 
Sascha Tashoft 
Julian Fulis 
Sula Lester 
Leon & Eddie’s 
Honeychile Wilder 
Jan Murray 
Mirth & Mack 
2 Tops 
Martin 
Barbara 
Clemens 
Cninita 
Lou Martin 
Nerida Ore 
Maison Louis 
Bill Drye 
Carrie M Beville 
Maison Pierre 
Tommy Lyman 
Gaston's Monte Carlo 
Pierre Beaucaire 
Nena Montes 
LeCarlos & Granada 
M: igda Loy 
Madcaps 
‘Chung Ye Wha 


Bros & F 
Long 
Belling 


Ore 





Linda Ware 

Monna Montes 
Alexis Dolinoff 
Carmen Cavallaro O 
Clemente Ore 


Bali 
Aces 
Robbing 
Root 


Ross 


3 Radio 
Archie 

Renee & 
Stan 
Bali-ettes 
Sanchez 


(14) 
Ore 
Beachcomber 
Cross & Dunn 
Dr Giovanni 
Raul & Kve Reyes 
Del Casino Orc 
Canay Orc 
Clover Club 
Adelaide Moffett 
Anita Alvarez 
Proser Rev 
Hernandez Orc 
Carrousel 
Benny Fields 
Al Bernie 
DeMar & Denise 
Patty Ortell 
Folie Miller 
Dan Yates Ore 
Juan Pineda Ore 
Casanova Club 
Emil Boreo 
Lou Holtz 
Baby Rose Marle 
Clarissa 
Deane & Del C 
Six Samba Sirens 
talph Rotger Ore 
Five O'Clock 


ampo 


Joey Rardin 
Ruth Clayton 
The Albins 
De Castro Dance 
Romoni Ore 

Frolic Club 
Billy Vine 
Lillian Carmen 
Cappella & Patricia 


Tudells 
Patricia Hall 
Wally Wanger Line 
Lyle Carlis le Ore 
Nano Rodrigo Ore 
H’ wood Beach Hotel 
(Bamboo Rm) 
Dr Marcus 


Ambagsador Hotel 
(Pump Room) 
Emile Pett 
Buttery 
Ray Benson Ore 
Bismarck Hotel 
(Walnut Room) 
Art Kassel 
Gloria H 
Staples & Cerny 
Gaynor & Ross 
Hadley Gls 


Ore 


(Tavern Room) 
Dave Pritchard Ore 
Dick Ware 
Bob Marshal) 


Annette Shields 
Blackhawk 
Orrin Tucker 
Lorraine Benson 
Whitey Roberts 
job Haynes 
Doris Dupont 
Jose Rosado Ore 
Blackstone Hotel 
(Balinese Km.) 
Ken Thompson Orc 
Mary Jane Howard 
Brass Rail 
Mike Riley Ore 
Marion Miller 
Brevoort Hotel 
(Crystal Room) 
Tony & George 
Verna Ray 
Bob Billings 
EK.ddie Roth Ore 
Brown Derby 
Three Ryans 
Sonia Czar 
Sherry Darlane 
Hoffman Sis 
Cookie Setdel 
Antoinette Ens 
Beth Farrell 
Ted Smith 
Duke Yellman Orc 
Capitol Lounge 


Maurice Rocco 


Ore 





Joe de Salvo 


|} Paul 
| Six Ver-S 





Ruban Bieu 
James Copp Ill 
Olga Coelho 
Wally Boag 
Mabel Mercer 
Herman Chittison 


Russian Kretchma 
Norma Lucero 
Lyda Swan 
Arcadi Stoyanovsky 
Adia Kuznetzoff 
Nastia Poliakova 
Marusia Sava 
Mischa Vzanoft 
Cornelia Cedolban O 
Stork Club 
Grace Reilly 
Bob Grant Ore 
Frank Curbello Ore 
The Place 
Barkley 
Ring 
Evelyn Brock 
Skeets Tolbert 
Ubangi Club 
Savannah Churchill 
Smiles & Smiles 
Hardin Bros Co 
Jean Eldridge 
Babe Wallace 


Irene 
Pat 


Dimas & Berlin 
Rosetta Le Noire 
Helena Smith 
Pauline Bryant 
Jackie Mabley 
Socaras Ore 
Wivel 
Helen Arthur 


Connie Joyce 
Baron & Bernay 
Versaliles 
Bergere Orc 
Panchito Ore 
Billy de Wolfe 
Jane Kean 
Harold Karnes 
Kirk Alyn 
Bartels 
ighs 


Village Barn 


June Bentley 
Music Hall Bovs 
Virginia Vaughan 
Zeke Lockwood 
Cousin Lem 
Claytons 

Edward 
Palmer 
Trini 


& Diane 
Ore 

Ore 

Village Vanguard 
Burl Ive: 
Leadbelly Nero 
Josh White 
Debby Rest 

Ann Robinson 


MIAMI 


Ruth Landi 
Garron & Bennett 
Bobby Baxter 
Eddie Oliver Ore 
Kitty Davis 
Tomack 


Bros 


Sid 
Reis 
Mayla 
Johnny Ore 
Latin Quarter 
Harry Richman 
Diamond Bros 
Martell & Mignon 
Monica Moore 
Hermanos 3 


Silver 


Senor Wences 
8S Morgan Dance 
Carol King 


Jade Ling 
Mildred Law 
The Reynolds 
Les Midinettes 
Sonny Kendis Ore 
Jose Cortez Orc 
(Pago-Page Rm) 
Frances Faye 
Paddock 


Jackie Miles 

Bee Kalmus 

Jerry Turk 
Patricia Ogden 
Paddock Ponies (12) 


Riptide 

Fifl D'Orsay 
Ben Perr: 
Screwy Huey 
Carroll Danc 

Royal Palm 
Dean Murphy 
Jane Froman 
Jack Cole Dane 
6 Willys 
Helene Gardner Co 
Rose Blaine 
silly Sherman 
Abe Lyman Ore 
Ramon Monchito O 


Versailles Hotei 
(Gulfstream Rm) 
Mme C Alphand 
Russell Swan 
Estelle & LeRoy 


Charles Murray Ore 


CHICAGO 


Louis Jordan Ore 
Chez Paree 


Willie Shore 
Kitty Carlisle 
The Rillingstons 


The Smoothies 
Carmen Antonio 
Chandra-Kaly Dane 
Boyd Raeburn Ore 
Bobby Ramos Ore 
Evans Gls 

Club Alabam 
Bernie Adler 
Mary Earle 
Paulette LaPierre 
Alan Rogers 
Harriet Norris 
Ginger Wood 
Del Estes 
Allan 
Dave 
Eddie 


Coe 

Unell Ore 
toth Ore 

Colosimos 

Dolly Kay 

San Succi Dane 

Rubyat & Don 

Kay Boley 

Olga Ward 

Jack Waldron 

Nita Trindall 

Don Lang Ore 
Congress Hotel 
(Glass Hat Rm) 

Barry Winton Ore 

Red Duncan 

Jo Anne Hubbard 

Drake Hotel 

(Camillia House) 

Milton Douglas 

Ramon Ramos Ore 
Edgewater Beach 

Hotel 
(Marine Rm) 
Russ Morgan Ore 
Phyliss Lynne 


Jana 
Knight Sis 
George Henry 


Clarence Melter 
Nighthawks 





Dorben Gis 


885 Club 
Janise Dale 
Deana Berry 
Vie Artese 
Julio Garcia Ore 
Johnny Honnert 
Eltel’s 
Heidelberg Octet 
Rathskellar 
Hans Muenzer Ens 
5100 Club 
Danny Thomas 
Bob O Lin Gis 
Mark Fisher Ore 
Garrick Stagebar 
Ascot Boys 
Jimmy Noone 3 
June Price 
Downbeat Rm 
Stuff Smith 
3 Sharps & Flata 
Graemere Hotel 
(Glass House Rm) 
Crusaders Ore 
Mary Sinclair 
Dorothy Timmins 
Grand Terrace 
Cootie Williams O 


Loose Nuis 
Billy Nightingale 
Louis Bacon 
Basie Hivos 
Mitzio Mitchell 
Lovely Lake 
Helsings 
(Vodvil Lounge) 
Nick Lucas 
Naomi Sanders 
Bob Ballentine 
Jack Herbert 
Chet Koble 
ili Hat 
Danny togers 
Dorothy Wahl 
Amanda Follette 
Betty Ful 
Kay Perry 
Mary Beth Sires 
Kddy Fens Ore 


H Martinez Ore 
Winnie Hloveler Gls 
e Ivanhoe 
Florence Schubert 
Al Trace Ore 
Holly Swanson 
Vierra Hawalians 
Helen Sumner 
L’ Aigloa 

Spiros Stamos Ore 
Gwendolyn 
Murray 
George Deveron 
Isobe! de Marco 

La Salle ilotel 

(Pan-Am. Koom) 
Rio & Rita 
Conchita 
Ambassadors Ore 


Veo veell 
& Cumming 


a 


New Yorker 
Jackie Gres 
Noll & Nolan 
Dalton Boys 
May Riebe 
Starlets 
Arne Barnett © 
endl c ircle) 
3 Knigh 
Billy ea 
Jim Marvin 
Rocky Els vorth 
100 Club 
Dick Bauer Ore 
Billy Carr 
Walter & J Brown 
Sophia Parker 
Inez Gamble 
Fernando & 
Margo Wade 
Yvonne Nova 
Gloria Knight 
Cal Herbert 
Palmer [Mouse 
(Empire Room) 
Xavier Cugat Ore 
Cardint 
Di Gatanos 
Lina Romay 
Maiguelito 
Abbott Dancers 


Sherman Hotel 
(Celtie Cafe) 
Kerwin Ore 
Sis 
(Panther Roors) 
Jan Savitt Ore 
Ruth Robin 
Jeanne Blanche 
Nilah Brooks Rey 
Carl Marx 


Rhumba Casino 
Tito 





Fair 


Ciuizar 
Don Tannen 
Phil Levant Ore 
Pierce & Roland 
Don Orlando Ore 


Jack Rodreguez O 
606 Club 

Don Harris 

Alyce Cerf 

Carlo Hatvary 

Aloha 

Millie Wayne 

Ginger Britton 

Jeri Vance 

Midge Fellows 


Marion Miller 
Maxine DeShon 
Elaine 
606 Gls 
Dolly Sterling 
Sol Lake Oro 
Tripoli 3 

Stevens Hotel 
(Continental Room) 
Chuck Foster Ore 
Don DiFlavio 

Yar Rest 

Geo Scherban Ore 
Lorraine Westfall 
Peter Milnikoff 





ATLANTIC CITY 


Ambassador Hotel 
Bert Estlow Orc 
Chelsea Hotel 
Biliy Van § 
Claridge Hotel 
(Mayfair Room) 
Marty Magee Ore 
Club Nomad 
Helene Francis 
Kent Edwards 
Wanda De Muth 
Tiny Kaye 
Manny Davis Ore 
Cosmopolitan Hote 
Al Miller 
Paddock Int’l 
Bob Bell 
Paddockeers Ore 


Penn Atlantic Hote! 
(Paim Koom) 
Elliott Russell Ore 
President Hotel 

Ramon Rio Co 
Marjorie Maxwell 
Pedro Albani Orc 
Ritz Carlton Hotel 
(Merry Go Round 
Room) 
Eddy Morgan Ore 
Traymore Hotel 
Wm Madden Ore 
I Gables Inn 
(Black Horse Pike) 
Nan DeMar 
Stanley Rich 
Joan Clark 


LOS ANGELES 


Band Box 

Pat Patrick 
Pete Snyder 
Billy Snyder 
Peggy Goodwin 
George Tibbles Ore 
Al Stone 
Billy Lankin 

Bar of Musle 


Ann Triola 
Felix de Cola 
toger Roland 


Ken Stevens 


Dick Winslow Ore 
Biltmore Bowl 
Ruth Cra\ 
Hurley & Radford 
Larry Bir 
Petch & Deauville 
Paul Winchell 
Phil Harris Ore 


Casa Manansa 
Kitty Kallen 
Clint Garvin 
Jimmy McPartland 
Paul Collins 
Jack 
Cocoanut Grove 
Skinnay Ennis Ore 
Carmene 


Teagarden Orc 


Grace Hayes Lodge 
George Lilovd 
Peter Lind Hayes 
Mary Healy 

Jack Malone 
Inecito 

Tex Jim Lewis 
Lone Star Cowboys 


Hollywood Tropics 


Maxine Lewis 
Burton 

Paul Neighbors Ore 
Dick Thomas 


House of Murphy 


Bob Murphy 
Martin Weissner 
Beth Reynolds 


Frankie Gallagher 
Little Troce 
Katherine Dunham 

Lena Horne 

Phil Mocre (4) 

Nick Draper Ore 

Macambo Cafe 

Phil Ohman's Ore 
Palladium 

Claude Thornhill Or 
Pirates Dea 

Henry Grant 

Jack Gardner 


Earl Carroll Helen Golden 
The Debonairs Matthew Goldine 
W West & McGinty] Betty Mayshall 
Dick & Dotty Remy | Nick Cochrane ore 


fall Gali 
Willis West, Jr 


Alec Morison 
La Vonn Moyer 
Rue Will 


Morine Howell 
Beryl Wallace 


St ¢ r& Day 
Mare Ballero 

Bill Brad 

Michel Orti Ba 
Manny Strand Ore 
Florentine Garden 
N.T.G 

Prof lLambertie 
Murtah Sis 

Vera Sloane 

Fred Scoit 


Kay Mayfield 
Sugar Geise 

Ozzie Nelson Orc 
Charlie Foy’s Club 
Charley Foy 

Dick Buckley 

Les Furnett 

Phil Siivers 
Margaret Whiting 
Teonard Sues 

Red Stanley Ore 


Seven Seas 


Benny Kaha 


Puanan! Mathews 
Princess Luana 
Chief Sautir 
Stanley Wheeler 
Malua 
Charlie O nul 
Eddie Bush Ore 
Slapsy Maries 
Allegra 
| Ben Biue 
Johnny Morgan 
Maxine Ma hall 
Benny Less) 
Patti Moore 
Sam Lewis 
Jerry Bergen 
Joe Plumer Ore 
Streets of Paris 
Lois Brig 
Charlotte Morey 
Ruth Reynolds 
Wingy Manone Ore 


Swannee Inn 
Loumel Morgan 8 





Log seen | 
Al Donahue Ore 
Harris & Jones Rev 


PHILADELPHIA 


Club Ball 


Los Caballeros 
Rossilianos 
Elaine 
Jose Gonzales 
Penny Davis 
Peters Sis (3) 
Hal & Honey 
MacArthurs 
Ballloolies 
Alan Fielding 
Yal Irving 
Ben Franklin 


Helene Standish 
Dorese Midgley 


Ore 





(Continued 


B Barrymore 


Tommy Smith 
Mae Allen 
Henry King’s Ore 
Benny the Bum’s 
Billie Lee 
Garnett & Maurice 
Rose Gaucho 
Marian Keene 
Carroll's 
Gaines Orc 
Wilbur Rance 
Joan Williams 
Judy Cummings 
Renee Andree 
Harry Rose 


on page 47) 
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Acts 





LIBBY HOLMAN 

With Josh White 

Songs 

Hotel Somerset, Boston — 

Libby Holman is starting a come- 
pack in the intimate Balinese Room 
of the Hotel Somerset here, with 
Josh White, colored guitarist, as ac- 
companist. Presumably she is head- 
ed for Broadway and that will be 
good news for loyal fans who will 
get a nostalgic lift from her sultry, 
throaty singing. To the new set of 
supper club habitues, which have 
been supporting niteries since Miss 
Holman’s retirement, she will prob- 
ably be less satisfying than the cur- 
rent crop of favorites but she will 
definitely be something new, regard- 

SS. 
as only a chair as a prop and 
no mike (a welcome relief from the 
usual salvo of sound) Miss Holman 
has the assistance of a very able gui- 
tarist here. Repertoire is labeled ‘A 
Program of Early American Blues’ 
and when caught, on the holiday din- 
ner show (23), she sang only four: 
‘Good Morning, Blues,’ ‘Baby, Baby,’ 
‘Han’some, Winsome Johnny’ and 
‘The House of the Rising Sun’ these 
are all real lowdown blues numbers 
which she embellishes with gestures 
and posturings which are overstyl- 
ized according to present standards. 

Balinese Room is small, around 200 
seats, and the pet night spot for the 
local young Social Register play kids. 
None of this crew was in evidence 
at 8:45. One reason could be that 
there are no shows in town and an- 
other is that the young crowd all 
scram out of town for skiing on this 
holiday. It would be a good idea to 
let Josh White solo once on his gui- 
tar to break up the Holman act. 


Fox. 
JIMMY BUNN 
Singing M. C. 
Tower Theaire, Kansas City 
A smooth, competently trained 


baritone is a major attribute of this 
youngster. Past year or more he’s 
been featured vocalist with Freddy 
Ebener’s orchestra at station WOW, 
Omaha, where he worked frequently 
on NBC red net. Now returned to 
his home town, lad is just finishing 
high school. 

Show gives a fair example of his 
singing prowess. Toward’s closing 
Bunn is spotted with ‘Shrine of St. 
Cecilia.” Has full voice and as en- 
core chooses ‘You Made Me Love 
You,’ tones it down to an intimate 
pitch, and makes it a genuinely sweet 
bit. 

Youth has a pleasing appearance 
and a certain personable appeal, but 
is thus far (his third week) a bit 
handicapped in not being able to get 
over io the customers. When he 
learns, as he probably will with ex- 
perience, to put this across and to 
master the m.c. chores somewhat 
more, he should fit well into a spot 
which has needed filling at the Tower 


for several weeks. Quin. 
RAE & the RUDELLS (3) 
Trampoline 

7 Mins 


Roxy, N. Y. 

Two men and a girl in a particu- 
larly good comedy trampoline act. 
Requires a little more room than 
most turns, but where there’s 
enough it will click with any audi- 
ence, including those in night elubs 

The Rudells are brothers, one of 
whom shoulders the laugh burden 
All three members of the act take 
turns on the trampoline, with the 
rope-jumping portions of the routine 
standing out. A notably good stunt 
is the somersault through a hoop 
while jumping rope, done by one of 
the men. . 

Scored nicely here when caught 

Char. 


HENRY SCOTT i eas 
Piano Comedian 


10 Mins. 
Rainbow Room, New York 
Heralded as ‘a fugitive from Tow 
Hall,’ Henry Scott manifests his con- 
cert piano background but has wisely 
veered into the comedic, a la Alec 
Templeton lines. Thus he does silly 
keyboard tuff like ‘Chopin the 


Citrus Belt’ (01 grapefruit 
props); l é old- 
fashioned player-piano pianologistics 
With mittens on (why not caption 
this ‘Mitten on the keys?’), and the 
like. : 

Per it’s a frothy routine but 
Scott merchandizes it well, with 
emphasis on the lighter side. Result 
Is a neat personal score which he 
should repeat in any boite, class or 
mass. Abel. 


ange and 
classico wingology: 


se, 


CABOT AND DRESDEN 
Dancing 

8 Mins, 

Hurricane, N. Y. 

Class ballroom team has a clever 
novelty routine. Couple is smartly 
dressed and personable, girl in at- 
tractive lace gown and man in satin 
dress suit when caught. They’re 
okay for both vaude and niteries. 

Ballroomolosy is combined with 
excellent acrobatic motif, man work- 
Ing as understander in some of the 
climactic twirling bits. Strong-arm 
Stuff is not made too apparent, how- 
ever, turn selling itself via_ fast, 
graceful stepping. Mori. 


DINAH SHORE 
Songs 

12 Mins. 
Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y¥. 


_Dinah Shore is the hottest new 
singer of the day, a click on the air, 
the wax and ditto in the Waldorf- 
Astoria’s Wedgwood Room. Holly- 
wood, next stop. 


songaloging as a 52d street cat, 
knows how to merchandize ‘her pops, 
and she peddles them to fabulous 
returns here. The applause is stac- 
cato, the insistence flatteringly ex- 
uberant. 

Her book runs from ‘You Made 
Me Love You,’ an oldie in 1942 pat- 
tern; ‘Everything’; ‘Blues in the 
Night,’ her personal No. 1 Hitparad- 
er; ‘I Said No’ (wherein she show- 
manly asks the audience not to dis- 
close the now familiar punchline; and 
it’s still highly palatable, incidental- 
ly), and, finally, ‘Embraceable You,’ 
Gershwin excerpt. It’s a variety of 
vocal rhythmpation which she makes 
count all the way for heavy returns. 

Miss Shore works dinner and 
supper here; the fetching Hartmans, 


with their zany _ ballroomology, 
suppers only: and the new _ band, 
Freddy Martin (Band Reviews), is 

Abel. 


plenty OK for sound. 





ELAINE BARRIE BARRYMORE 
Singer 
Club Bali, Philly 


Elaine Barrie Barrymore comes 
here from her nitery break-in date 
at the Tic-Toc club, Montreal, and 
is bringing in the customers who’d 
like to gander the gal who made the 
headlines awhile back. It’s her first 
pro appearance in town. 

The ex-spouse of John Barrymore 
is restrained, personable and knows 
how to sell her talent. She talk- 
sings three numbers, a bit on the 
risque side, but not blue enough to 
be offensive. 

Dressed in a red-and-white gown, 
singer gets across nicely with ‘I’m 
the Wife of the Life of the Party,’ ‘I 
Said No’ and ‘The Clause in Her 
Contract.’ Latter is a specially writ- 
ten number portraying the trials of 
a young actress in Hollywood. 

To dress up her act, she should 
add a little patter. ‘I Said No’ num- 
ber could be eliminated, as it’s being 


canary in town. with something orig- 


inal substituted. Otherwise, her act 
should click, especially in the in- 
timate niteries. Shal. 


LINDA WARE 
Songs 
10 Mins. 
Rainbow Room, New York 
Linda Ware did a film with Crosby 


(‘Starmaker’); at 11, she sang with 
the Detroit Symphony, and in 1939 


soloed with Stokowski at the Holly- 
wood Bowl which is an impressive 
enough background for this blonde 
soprano, who is still in her teens 
Thus, marking her nitery debut in 
such glamorous environment as the 
Rainbow Room she comes in with a 
strong aura, but somehow goes out 
in lesser glow. 

Just why she doesn’t click is a bit 


indefinite. Her stance is fetching; 
her voice competent True, those 
long red gloves don’t go with the 
Elsiedinsmore personality. For that 


matter, neither does her repertoire, 
which essays to be zingy, including 
a frank boogie-woogie tune, but 
somehow it all doesn’t come off. The 


somewhat saccharine Miss Ware just 
isn’t the ‘Scrub Me Mama’ type. In 
short. she needs hetter presentation 
of her wares to jell for the 
whether it’s a polite or hot room, and 
certainly at the RR she’s the 
most dignified auspices. 


cafes, 


given 





She opens with ‘Blues in Night,’ 
then ‘Strike Up Band’ and finale 
with ‘Embraceable You,’ another 
Gershwin excerpt. She also essays a 
piano interlude Abel 
JIMMY AMES 
Comedy and Song 
27 Mins. 

Hurricane, N. Y. 

Ames you P 
Coast est ( We 
app¢e i Y é 1 e! 
nite! { ( 1 
curre { ! ne i 
ver tl it pect 
tire mie He { f} f \ ] 
power which would also Dé effec 
straight and properly modulate 
stead of the gagging ner he 
adopted 

His climaxer is a nifty, a girl 
being brought to nrike.after intro- | 
duction as coloratura soprano. War- 


bles ‘I Love You Truly,’ then walks 
away revealing that Ames has been 
doing the number ventriloquially. 
Chain gang routine, while singing 
‘Chloe’ and walking among tables, 
is about his best earlier effort, 
though too long. Bowed off to good 
returns. Mori. 


JANE MATTHEWS 


Dancing 
5 Mins. 
Hurricane, N. Y. 

Femme tapper handles familiar 
routines smartly. She’s fast on her 
pins, holding attention with rapid 


and prolonged twirling. | 
Okay for opening slot in less pre- 
tentious vaude and nitery dates. 





Mori. 


Moderne songstress, as hep in her | 


worked to death by practically every | 





Unit Reviews 





(APOLLO, N. Y.) 
Fletcher Henderson Orch (14): 3 
Rhythm Debs; 3 Businessmen of 


Rhythm; 4 Kit Kats; Dynamite Jef- 
ferson; Hawley & Lee; ‘Mr. and Mrs. 
| North’ (M-G). 


Apollo this session offers a new 
all-Negro unit built around Fletcher 
Henderson’s band. Fredericks Bros. 


tour. Harry Gourfain, former pro- 
ducer at tne Strand, N. Y., has lent 
a hand in polishing it up. Apollo 
and the Fiddle, 58- 
minute revue. 

Unit looks like it will have some 
potentialities after Gourfain’s expert 
hand has had further opportunity to 
work on it, but as it stands now it’s 
pretty sick. Couple of the acts show 
sparks of talent, but their showman- 
ship must be developed. It adds up 
to a pretty dull hour in present form. 


to stretch the 


the major changes needed to inject 
life into the show. Band leader of- 
fers nothing but the most mundane 
introductions, isn’t certain of him- 
self in bringing acts back for en- 
cores and generally gives the im- 
pression of listlessness. Sparkling 
personality m.c. could do much to 
give the unit the punch it needs. 

Band itself is no bell-ringer, either. 
With five brass, four reeds and four 
rhythm instruments. supplemented 
by Henderson’s piano work, it shows 
no originality in arrangements and 
rings up as just another colored jive 
outfit. There’s a complete lack of 
crispness to the piaying. 


that reveals rea] professional quality 
is the Four Kit Fats. Two guys and 
two gals run through slick tap pre- 


cision routines. Thev’re  niftily 
togged, too. Men are in tails and top 
hats. while gals are in silk suits, 


similar to those worn by the men. 
and toppers. 
Dynamite Jefferson offers a novelty 


with his teeth. It clicks mildly. 
|Three Rhythm Debs are harmony 
warblers. with one of them extra-fat 
and rather eute, getting laughs via 
her antics. Team looks like it could 





| be developed into something were 
the one femme’s comedy built up 
further and all of them taught to 
make better use of the mike. uf 

Another potential is Three Busi- | 
nessmen of Rhythm. trio of zany 
tapsters Exceptionally fast, they 


bang awav with their feet from every 
conceivable position. including prone. 
Comedv provided by Hawlev and Lee 
ic werk and tiresome. Lee does con- 
| ciderably too much shouting of un- 


funny lines in the two-man telk rou- 
tine. 

Cats and Fiddle. who will not 270 
o: tour with the unit, are four lads 
with guitars and a bullfiddle. They 
| vocalize also. but none of it means 
| much. Herb. 


Sweet, Young & Terrific 
(BROADWAY, CHARLOTTE, N. C.) 





N. ‘ol Feb. 21 


Charlotte, 


Ross Sisters (3): Star & Lee: Nixon 
& Sans; Martin & Margo; Esquire 
|Girls (6): Barney Rhythmites (1); 
‘Date With the Falcon’ (RKO). 
| The Three Ross Sisters, cuties with 
| ple nty of talent, apparently inspired 
ithe name of this unit. They stop the 
show. 
| The girls are out first for some 
nifty harmonizing on ‘Down By the 
|Ohio’ and a novelty, ‘Papa’s in Bed’ 
| They return later in gym attire for 
|clever pretzel-bending and dextrous | 
| backbends 

Star and Lee close layout with 
ie nifty ng-< ! Star, who 
lhe ( r qa oO alone 1O! 
|, ¢ T act De ! ) 
if ] Lee € € ¢ 
K : ( l 

{ 
‘ f 
{ t { « 
| of |] t} e fi 
é < y = 
| t | ( ¢ ( ol 

that it is on too lont TI 
| with me fast pas fol ve 
|dance by Mi Sal Nixon then 
| brings out a dummy for a ven 
}quist act in which he stuffs his ow1 
mouth with crackers while dummy 


out to be coming 
Act gets plenty of 


isings. Voice turns 
from Miss Sans. 


laughs. Miss Sar does another 
dance and Nixon comes back with 
a femme front to do a gag bubble 


dance. This last could be cut. 
ard terps highlighted by their 
valeade of Dance,’ in they run 
the gauntlet of popular American 
dances, winding up with some fast 
jitterbugging. They follow with a 
Russian novelty and conclude with 
a fast tap. 

Line, short on girls (6), is on for 
three standard appearances 3and 
backs up unit nicely from stage. 

Fair house on show caught 

Just. 


which 
which 





Fletcher Henderson Revue 


own the setup and plan to send it on | 


has added one turn on its own, Cats | 


Henderson's exit as m.c. is one of | 


Ot the vaude turns. the only one | 


routine by lifting chairs and tables | 


: 
Martin and Margo satisfy in stand- | 


‘Ca- | 


Night Club Reviews 


HURRICANE, N. Y. 


Alan Gale; Jimmy Ames; Cabot & 
Dresden; Chester Dolphin & Co. (2): 


Jane Maithews; Honeychiles (10); 
Dave Dennis Orch (9); Lolita Cor- 
bado (6); Shirley Deane; $2-$2.50 


minimum. 


As currently routined, following a 


quick change opening night (18), 
when Shirley Deane was suddenly 


| pulled after the first show, Hurricane 
provides plenty of entertainment for 
the visiting fireman. Lineup in- 
cludes a nifty terp team, Cabot and 
Dresden (New Acts). who lock good 
for vaude bookings: Chester Dolnhin 
and Co., standard click juggling turn; 
Alan Gale, comic and m.c.: Jane Mat- 
thews (New Acts). a neat tapper. end 
Jimmy Ames (New Acts), Coast 
comic end warbler, who can double 
| as m.c. Alan Gale, emcee, who wound 
;}up engagement here Feb. 17, was 
| called back to round out the new 
show after Miss Deane was released 
| and he’s holding over. 
| Cabot and Dresden. with their slick 


| ballroomology. are the outstanding 
turn on the bill and rang the ap- 
plause jackpot repeatedly. Gale is 


at his best with the Yiddish-dialect 
union organizer speech where he has 
a smart bit with a stooge waiter. 
Gale’s Bert Williams imitation in 
panto, which follows, is fair but anti- 
climactic. 

For the rest there are the Honey- 
chiles, line of 10 girls in three pro- 
duction numbers of conventional 
pattern, and the two orchestras. Dave 
Dennis batens smoothly for both 
show and dance music, while Lolita 
Corbado outfit is alternate Latin 
dance unit. 

Miss Deane, warbler, formerly in 
| pictures, looked good but nosedived 
| with unsuitable song material. She 
|}sang ‘Who Cares’, ‘Of Thce I Sing, 
| Baby,’ and one or two other num- 





hers, winding up with ‘Remember 
|Pearl Harbor’ in dramatic music- 
dialog style which fell flat. She re- 
} quires Mori 


careful grooming. 


| CLUB BALI, PHILLY 
| 


Philadelphia, Feb. 20 
Barrie Barrymore; Val 
Rossilianos; Peters Sisters 
Fielding Orch (8): Los 
Nino Bla  -o; 
& Honey Bee; Line; 
$1.50 week 


Eldine 
| Irving: 
(3): Al 
| Cabaileros; 
| Davis; Hal 
| cover, minimum 
|$2 Saturdays. 
| es 


Val Irving, entering his twelfth 


no 


| week at this stand, continues his ex- | 


icellent job of m.c.ing, almost knock- 
ling himself out piloting this ‘crazy 
snow.’ He greeis the customers, 


nights, 


ard styles ere all different so there’s 


| no conflict--and no monotony either. 


| belongs among magis’ upper 


| foundation 





Penny | 


makes the old Jadies .n the audience | 


act giddy and the a.k.s feel like 
wolves. 
Using a member of the Latin 


i}rhumba cre for a stooge, Irving ha: 
|concocted several hysterical bits in 
which the guy continues circulating 
through the club in shorts—‘on his 
| way to Trenton.’ 

| Elaine Barrie Barrymore (New 
Acis) and Irving top the billing, be- 


ing backed by the 
team who portray 
tyle of dancing, and Hal and Honey 
Bee, youthful acro-terps act The 
femme member of latter team is 
an extra-special looker and both she 


Rossilianos, dance 
the Continental 


and her brother are above standard 
for this type of act 

An ‘added _ attraction’ are the 
Peters Sister epia heavyweights, 
who have appeared here on in 
numerable occasion They register 
their usual click with their boogie- 
woogie rhythm. 
Accompanying the show in work- 
manlike fashion is Al Fieldins 
band, which also plays for dansapa 
tion, Lo Gaballeros, headed by 
Nino B Ca, tak care of the lull 
ID Ta. ¢ I u ) ( } 
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YACHT CLUB, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 20. 
Middleman Orch (8); Lit- 
Heller; Jack Gwynne; 
Dolly Bell; Barry; 


Herman 
itle Jackie 
Judy Ellington; 


Ostrow Rhumba Band 
$1.50-$2 minimum. 


(5): Sandra; 


little floor show 
Jackie Heller’s river spot, with 
everybody suited to the room and 
clicking in it as well. Heller him- 
self is back in town, after several 
weeks of out-of-town bookings, and 
while he seldom sings when there’s 


Nifty at Little 


| another vocalist on the bill, haif- 
| pint’s working late enough not to 


interfere with Judy Ellington, who’s 
on early. 
rent bill, 


what with Barry, Prince 


land Clark also around, but mediums, 
% 


also carries the tabbing of ‘his preat- 
|}est laugh bit.’ That's also doubtful. 
Headman hasn't changed material 
mv°h sinee he tock over two years 
agg and some can vo hack farther 
than that, It’s more flin than wow, 
and sometimes too r on the cus- 
tomer 
. Lambertie the's dde d an ‘e’ since 
ne was at Ear] Carroll’s) still a 
} sock performer and rats featured 
billing he gets along with Ozzie Nel- 
on He wrings laughs with facial 
contortions and skin ‘ound the in- 
strument board with a woo-woo 
flourish. For those whn haven’t seen 
him hef re he’ ton } , the others 
take him geood-naturedl, 

Sh IW 2 t t pre its t etback from 
the singles. Kay Mayfield and Lorrie 
Elliott, vocalists, are run-of-the-mill, 
and the featured dancer Vera Lee 
and Evelyn Sloane, fail to uncork 
any exnertne Murtah Sisters gr;- 
mace and cavort in the manner of 
three M tha Poave rot their tuff 
een dated and tral for laughs 
Fred Seott is still arovurd with his 
robust pipes, and Suesar feise snarks 
the line of gir! Some effort should. 
he made to improve t} room’s 
acoustic NT n put the singers at 

Granny. n't on te lene this time, 
takir ( ( ¢ v ft ow he dis- 

: 1 C nd. started 

} tting de- 

j n 

e 
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4 y he tey 
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bh , ‘ the t a Ve ly 

‘ 1O 
Nelsor nusic j ell liked around 
here for its dansable cuality and re- 
llief from hot licks, It’s geared for 
this clientele. mostly of the stclid 
citizenry, and the crowded floot at 
| dance time testifies to the leg itch. 


Lot of warbling on cur- | 


' 


| te aleo plave for 
Prince & Cark: Shirley Heller; Don| He also plays fox 


Heller, who look after the m.c.ing 
a. well. is in top form and singing 
better than ever, knocking off. those 
high falsettos right on the nose and 
giving the ballads everythings. Brings 
the house .own with his ‘Embrace- 
able You,’ his low-downing of ‘Blues 
n the Night’ and swincerooing with 
‘Chattanooga Choo-Choo.’ Miss El- 
lington is no mean balleceer herself 
and she knows how to sell while 
Berrs Prince and Clark svecialize 
in special lyrics on the blush side 
but do them with c ough apprecia- 
tion for the niceties that they're 
never offensive. Nattily gurbed in 
white tie and tails. whe’. adds class 
and they're a p'shoyer for the smart 
crowd. Room here may ke just a 
little big for their type of siuff but 


not so big that they den't get over 
with room to spere 
Gwynne, with a f¢ > sistant, 


brack- 
ets, a gay and clever deceive: with 
a bag of tricks amp'e enovh to sat- 
isfy the most critical. He mixes ’em 
up fast, packing into 10 minutes the 
of a full-lentth magie 
show and tears the house apart with 
the bit where he makes a pyramid 
of seven fishbowls disappear into the 
thin air. It’s a showstopper here 


snd would be anywhere. Other act 
is Dollv Bell, tall, good-looking 
blonde who turns in some tough 


acrobatic stuff but makes it look 
easy and graceful. She's on first 
gets the show off to a fast start and 
things never lag therecfter. 

“Terman Viddleman band, with 
Shirley Heller doing vocalizing on 
dance sets, plays for show, doubling 
on the dansapation with Don Ostrow 
band, just a fair rhumba crew. 
Latter outfit has an attractive singer 
in Sendra but she looks very un- 
happy on the stand, as if she’d 
rather be anywhere but where she 
is. Cohen. 


Florentine Gardens 
(HOLLYWoor) 


Hol’ywood, Feb. 20. 
Nils T. Granlund, Prof. Lambertie, 
Sugar Geise, Fred Scott. Kay May- 
field, Vera Lee, Eveliun Sloane, Mur- 
tah Sisters, Lorrie Elliott. Ozzie Nel- 
son Orch (15) Admission. 75¢ wreele 
nights; Saturday and holidays, $1.20. 


Nils Thor Granlund fails to live 


up to his programmed billing as 
America’s nremiere cabaret impre- 
sar.o in toe floor piece. aptly titled 


Victory Girl Revue. Extravaganza 






the production and 
ary lilting lift 
room and cares 


gives it the 


Informality of 


neces 


the 


free romping of the chorines have 
long been major assets to the Gar- 
den success Quality of the floor 
show matters little, so this issue of 
NTG’s ‘premiere impresarioing’ 


should do as well as preceding ones, 
Helm. 





Ritz Roof, Boston, opers May 10 
vith Manager Ed Wyner trying to 
decide for first band from this trio: 
Henry Busse, Freddie Martin and 
Guy Lombardc. 
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Equity accent 
collects from members, provided the 
years old. 


claims for unpaid commisstons due casting agents and 
than three | 
It also advises casters on riders to contracts and for such serv- 


more 


sums due are not 


ices Equity feels that it earns the $25 annual fee from agents recently 


inaugurated 
sions makes them liable te discipline, 


Rule applicable to members is that failure to pay commis- 


but so far as hnown there has been 


no refusal to pay once Equity demands it. 


Actors having claims for salary or other money due from managers 
must, however, file claims within six weeks, claims of longer standing 


rarely being accepted. 


eight years. 


Trere is no time limit for managerial liability to 
pay and recently a settlement was made on unpaid salaries dating back 


James R. Reilly, on orders from the board of the League of New York 


Theatres, has advised managers not 


to give grosses to newspapers. Not 


infrequently press agents telephone or wire drama departments the fig- 


ures, mostly when it is indicated’a hit has been scored. 


Reilly explains 


that when negotiating wage scales with unions it is ‘impossible’ to con- 


vince them that business is poor in 


seneral, union people invariably ex- 


hibiting clippings of big takings registered here and there. 
Fact is that grosses are trade news and the order is not supposed to 


include ‘Variety,’ which will continue 


to print the estimated weekly takes. 


Trick stage business used in ‘Pian M,’ which opened last week at the 
Belasco, N. Y., was contrived by Robert Reinhart, magician and formerly 


with ‘Variety.’ 
parts, apparently being killed and sto 


replaced by another character impersonating him. 


Effect involved having a single actor play two different 


wed in a cabinet onstage, then being 
Besides appearances 


as a magician at the Rainbow Grill. N. Y., and special children’s matinees 
at the Guild, N. Y., Reinhart has appeared in or been technical consultant 
for Broadway productions of ‘School for Husbands,’ ‘Days to Come,’ ‘New 


Faces’ and ‘Liberty Jones.’ 


Boston has been wondering why there has been a booking lapse this 
winter after it had proven an excellent theatre town for the past two or 


three seasons. 
two fresh shows cancelled out. 

‘A Kiss For Cinderella’ was slated 
that, as it was not new, out-of-town 


Looked like the paucity of shows might be corrected, but 


for the Hub. Management decided 
showings were unnecessary and the 


revival will open at the Music Box, N. Y., week of March 10 after several 


reviews. 


It will be scaled at $2.75 top. The other switch was ‘Without 


ve,’ which will play other eastern stanis prior to the Shubert, N. J. 


According to John Pollock, general 


manager for John Golden, it'll prob- 


ably be the No. 2 company of ‘Claudia,’ with Phyllis Thaxter in title role, 


instead of original troupe, headed by 
Coast this summer for a run. 
Pittsburgh March 9, is booked as far 


Dorothy McGuire, which goes to the 


Broadway production, which opens tour in 


as Boston, where it gets under way 


April 20, while Chi company’s last stand in east is Detroit, opening May 4. 


Since Miss McGuire, however, is due 


in Hollywood June 1 to begin screen 


version of Rose Franken hit. the expected four-week run in Boston will 
eliminate any chance of her doing it on Coast. 


8. Jay Kaufman, pioneer Broadway 


columnist, has ha¢ 17 of his playlets 


and musicomedy sketches compiled in book form by Samuel French under 


the title of ‘Highlowbrow and Othe 


r Sketches.’ Of the 17, Kaufman’s 


*Kisses’ perhaps is best known, serving as William Gaxton’s vehicle in the 
big-time vaude days for six seasons, while the title sketch was Bill Halli- 


gan’s vehicle for years, 


Pat, goat in ‘Porgy and Bess,’ at the 


Majestic, N. Y., is now being walked | 


to the theatre by his attendant, Joe Omberti, instead of being brought in 


a truck, as formerly. 


Clarence Jacobson, company manager, 


ordered the 


ehange with the idea of getting the animal back to normal weight. 


Cast members have made a pet oi 


sweets, thereby getting kim too fat for Catfish Row realism. 





Lite 








Satevepost Bows to Censorship 
Last week’s issue of the Satevepost 
showed eviden f unusual steps 
taken by the mag comply with 
the new U.S. censorship. An article 
was dropped out of the previous 
week’s (14) edition after it was 
printing, but the pictures accom- 
anying it and the from the 
f S$. Office of Censorship asking 
that the s* withheld was 
printe:| last week (21). 

{tory was on construction and de- 


CS 


to 


letter 


ry be 


welopment of defense projects and 
Jants in northwestern United 
tates. It was by Richard L. Neu- 
berger. Post, in a prelude to the 
letter from John H. Sorrels, assist- 
ant director of the O. of C., pointed 
out that it voluntarily brought the 
article to the censors’ attention as 
soon as the new censorship ode was 
issued on Jan. 15 

On receipt of Sorrels’ verdict, Jan. 
17, presses were stopped and there 
was a two-day delay in running the 


Post until another story was substi- 
tuted and the presses replated. There 
Was no objection to the color .and 
black-and-white photos which 
eompanied the text, they were 
run in the following week’s issue 
with black lines deleting a number 
of words from the captions. 

Despite the fact that all the mate- 
rial came from newspaper clippings 
and Army press releases, Sorrels 
said in his letter he held the story 
objectionable because of Army In- 
telligence’s opposition to ‘publication 


So 


of eollected information of military | 


value which an agent could gather 
and assemble himself only at the ex- 

mse of considerable time and ef- 
ort.’ 





Philly Bulletin Plays Safe 
Threat of competition by another 
vening paper was removed by the 
hiladelphia Evening Bulletin last 

week, when the sheet bought the 
goodwill, name and AP franchise of 





| of his work. He is survived by a 
| widow and son. 

' Henry A. Youmans, 47, editor and 
|publisher of the Waukesha (Wis.) 
| Daily Freeman, died Feb. 20 follow- 
ing an operation. 


CHATTER 

| Dick English writing a shor 
{story for Collier’s before moving to 
| parts unknown as war correspondent 
for the mag. 

Robert Service, poetic creator of 
‘Dangerous Dan McGrew’ and other 
Alaskan characters, playing a bit 
role in “The Spoilers’ at Universal. 

Don Craig, former Washington 
| Daily News drama critic and ‘Va- 
riety’ correspondent, has been upped 
|from private to sergeant at Camp 
| Lee, Va. 

Bob Burkhardt, Hollywood writer 
and press agent, sold ‘The Diary of a 
War Wife’ to the Register & Tri- 
Lune Syndicate for newspaper se- 
rialization. 


Service Men's 
Spotty Reaction 
To CSI Legits 


Wide disparity has been shown by 
soldiers in their reception to the two 
legiters now touring the USO-Camp 
Shows, Inc., circuit. Great many of 
the soldiers like the comedies im- 
mensely, but a minority in each 
cam»yn seems to lack knowledge of 
what a straight play is and disrupt 


is 4 





the audience with whistling, un- 





gestive remarks. 

| Incidentally, whatever may have 
| been the reason for ditching ‘My 
| Sister Eileen’ after it had been in 
rehearsal three weeks and was ready 
to go on tour has proved fortunate, 
| managers with the legiters now feel. 
| Although ‘Eileen’ is far from 
| tive, it has some scenes and dialog 


|in it that the soldier-minority would} 
| have undoubtedly found the basis for! eonspirators realize they have de- 
unfortunate | 


}a three-ring circus of 
| behavior, experience has shown. 

It has been suggested that 
provement in the conduct of 








performances and annoy the rest of| 


complimentary comments and sug-! 








what} 
can be considered dirty or sugges-| 


im- | 
the | 
mincrity, or their absence altogether, | ~~ exis 

. P - otme i over-powering. 
| might be achieved by better billing 


Plays on Broadway 





PLAN M 


Melodrama in three acts presented at the 


Belasco, N Feb. 20 42. by Aldrich & 
Myers: written by James Edward Grant; 
staged by Marion Gering, setting by Lem- 
vel Ayers; $3.30 top 

Orderly Horton. ......ceeeeeee% A. P. Kaye 
Mrs. Bodleigh......--ccsesss Joanna Duncan 
Marjorie Barr.......-eeee- Anne Burr 
Colonel Clegg.......-. ..+.+- Stapleton Kent 
Wing Commander Rambeau....Ellis Irving 
Mrs. Barr..... il Mareery Maude 
Rear Admiral Spring....... Charles Gerrard 
Brigadier Husted...........Neil Fitzgerald 
General Sir High Winston.......Len Doyle 
De, BOWER csi ccrdeccnccoccesses Lumsden Hare 
Colonel Corlias........+.+. Douglas Gilmore 
Private Thurston.......... Lathrop Mitchell 
Private McCoy..... «ee» Edmond Le Comte 
Sir Ethan Foy.....ccecs:- ... Stuart Casey 
Admira! Farnsworth....Reynolds Denniston 
Dr. James Goggin....... Hector MacDoneld 
Naval Staff..... cooee- Lathrop Mitchel 
Commander Spayer.......-....--- Earl Johf 
Colonel O’Gall«gher........Gerald Desmond 
Major Stanton....... eecees .. Wilfred Fdge 
Gemeres FGM. ..ccocecsecsces John Mahin 
Wing Com. Kieghly..... Eidimond Le Comte 
oo err yr Theodore Clapper 
General Calverly..... Cebeereseces Guy Spaull 
General Gaynor........... Albert Lawrence 
General Margolies............ Mar Gnhireg 


This war drama is questionable 
theatre. ‘Plan M’ is fantastic, though 
in special ads prior to the opening 
the management pointed out that the 
story may not be impossible in the 
light of recent events. Coast author’s 
a impresses as a better picture 
idea. 


Nazi connivers plant three men in 
England's war office, one impersonat- 
ing the general in command of oper- 
ations against invasion. If that isn’t 
regarded as too improbable the new 
melodrama could get across, for there 
is ne doubt that the performance 
holds interest almost throughout. 
Script could have been cut more, 
letdowns coming when femme char- 
acters become teo gabby. 

Seting includes a teletype ma- 
chine, a telephouic loud speaker for 
incoming and outgoing conversations, 
with the general getting reports and 
barking orders, also a large map of 
Britain with flashing lights to indi- 
cate the points of aerial attack and 
spots where Naz! are coming ashore. 

There is also a targe medical cab- 
inet, used by the general for treat- 
ments. Doctors and attendants are 
German secret agents and the com- 
manding officer is killed within the 
cabinet. Nazi trio then go into ac- 
tion, one assuming the post of Gen- 
eral Sir Hugh Winston. It’s a per- | 
fect impersonation, not detected 
even by his office staff until his na- 
tive arrogance shows through. He 
has by that time killed the admiral | 
who defies his orders and his co- | 





vised a Frankenstein. 

The Nazis extract the real defense 
Flan M from the safe and substitute 
their own. Reports from field offi- | 
cers declare the invasion hordes are | 

until Winston ts shot | 
The | 


and another officer takes over. 


the goat and have been feeding him | of the legiters. It should be made! cocretary detects the fraud when theg 
|clear, a number of theatre officers! phoney general makes amorous | 
| feel, that these are straight plays.| passes at wer—the real general was 
| Most of the boys come in thinking} her f: ther. e ead : 
3 | they are going to see vaude units et we € plays hg ghar 
| " ° ‘ L! > an ice , r] 1g | =) 2s *T « 
] a | | |and many never realize that that’s me Ce wae Gen wip in ; - 
| not what they are seeing formance. Lumsden Hare is one of} 
|| not what tney are eing the Germatis. while Douglas Gilmore | 
—_— Difference in Attendance is the more sinister of the Nazis. | 
Mllis Irvine. Charles Gerrard : 
the defunct Evening Ledger for Reports ngw available for the pe- Ell _— harles Gerrard nd | 
aramid ‘ er pes Stavleton Kent are staff officers who 
$40,000 riod from Jan. 17 to 27 indicate find fault n the plan, but are un 
The atin’e ’ role : : all a a4 : ! La n in yan, DUI a a 
The Bulletin’s buy makes it the | curious difference in attendance be-! able to fathom the reason. Reynolds 
sole owner of AP service in the af-| tween the two shows now out, ‘Out| Denniston is good as the admiral: so 
T ie . > ; + “=e ; , ‘ , : . : | 
ternoon field. Not included in the| of the Frying Pan’ and ‘Junior Miss.’| is Stuart Casey. aid to the prime | 
sale is the Ledger Syndicate, which | ‘Miss,’ with 85% of capacity attend-| minister Anne Burr is the secre-/} 
is still functioning. ance, did just about twice as well ay. well ——, W Ses 
es ja Pan,’ with 43% capacity. Camp Ac wl = Seay i ter mower. | 
Sunday Papers at 12¢ |show average for all t cua Aldrich & Meyers. the producers, | 
‘ re 3 eiiuwyw ic 4 { al yY 4 li Ss } «6 3 ” eo 
; ; P Roe altho Aducee ee | had ‘Margin for Error’ two seasons | 
| Frisco Examiner (Hearst and) «: although figures aren’t truly| ago. It, too, was an anti-Nazi play, | 
'Chronicle (independent) Sunday|COmparable because vaude groups|but leavened with comedy, main | 
(22) boosted their Sunday street-sale | ive two shows nightly to one for| reason it clicked Ibee. 
; 
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sic, 


price to 
costs as reason. 
Subscription price unaffected. 


AP Boosts Keavey 


ace | 


announcing increased | 


legiters, 
| It may 


have been the territories 
attendance 
| other 


two 


as 


at the legiters, as 
factors, such weather, size 
of theatres, number of men in camps, 


Hubbard Keavey is new chief of | etc. were pretty nearly equal. ‘Miss’ 
the Associated Press bureau ji : “ ee ar + 
ne é oclate¢ ress Dureau in OS | | p] i thy t ‘or 
rida L a Playing mostly at Fort Bragg, 

& Po N. , where there are many more 

Succeeds lalter ‘] ; pe 

marae Walter B. C law yn, New York bov than at the cam: 
shifted to Honolulu T Sie: Stade tua Sees 
. | the Texas region played by ‘Frying 
seca | Pan.’ , 
LITERATI OBITS Attendance fion . 

P . . atviendance figures reveal that in 

seorge W. Overton, 54, president | eight performances ‘Miss’ drew about 
of the Reuben R. Donnelley Corp., | 6,500 boys Chat’s an average of a 

rin ; Ouse. die : Sa candan: 1344 
: inting house, died in Pasadena, | little- better than 800 per perform- 

al., Feb. 16. ance, with auditoriums capable of 

| Harry Smith, 82, who established | seating around 1,000. Attendance 


' the Duncan, B. C., Enterprise, Dun- 
can’s first newspaper, in 1900, died 
| at Kamloops, B. C., recently. 

| Edgar R. Bean, 53, news editor and 
acting” managing editor of N. Y., 
Daily News, died of a stroke, Feb. 22. 
at his office shortly after making up 
}an early edition of the paper. He 
| had been with the News for over 19 
years and had been news editor for 
the past 15 years. Surviving is a 
widow, Mabel Greene, feature writer 
|for the N. Y. Sun, a brother and two 
sisters. 

Francis E. Gosling, 40, reporter for 
the N. Y. Daily Mirror, died Feb. 22 
| of bronchial pneumonia in N. Y. A 
| few years ago he uncovered the 
'existance of a bogus passport ring 
and three men were convicted it: 
the N. Y. federal court as a 


re 
re 


uit | 1 


ran from 601 one night to 1,041 (be- 


yond capacity) another. 

For ‘Frying Pan,’ 4,200 boys turned 
out in nine performances. That's an 
average of around 470 per perform- 
ance, with capacity of houses again 
about 1,000. Attendance ran from 
153 to 1,315. Latter was in a 1,500- 
seat theatre of the Naval Aji: 
ice in Corpus Christi, Tex. Navy. 
generally, has been turning out bet- 
ter for CSI shows than the Army. 

‘Music in the Air,’ CSI concert 
unit with a slightly long-hai: tinge, 
continues to be badly received. Bill- 
ing has been changed in attempt to 
eliminate all those except genuine 


| 
| 


music lovers, but soldiers still come} 


in expecting to find pretty girls and 
a couple comic Contemplated now 


switching the title of the unit. 


played that caused the difference in | 


Serv-| 


| Lillian Hellman’s ‘The Little Foxes’ 


‘Is 


UNDER THIS ROOF 





Drama in three acts (four scenes) by Her- 
bert B. Ehrmann. Features Barbara O' Neil 
Russell Fardie Louise Galloway Harlar 
Briggs Staged by Russell Lewis, setting 
} Perry \\ tkir costumes by Ernest 
Shi 1 Preset 1 b Russell Lewis and 
R H t Wir heat: N ¥ 
9 $3.5 
Granny Warrer Louise Gallow 
\ bine War ... George I Spaulding 
Corne WISER. cctoes Barbara O'Neé 
Ez WO OEROO vn ceseeebena Russell Hardie 
He OF BUN. <vescsuevns Howard St. John | 
COE 60000 45.0 400 6650606846% Hilda Bruce 
Gibeon W ON. ceoses eoeoseee-- Peter Hobbs | 
Davy \ anwcesaeeeeess John Draper | 
Mr Harlan Briggs | 

eT rr Flower a . Watsor White | 
Kileen O'Shaughnessy Aleandra Brackett 
Sean O'’Shaughness .Walter Burke | 
Sidney Snow ...James O'Neill 

In ‘Under This Roof,’ Herbert B. 
Ehrmann. Boston attorney and 
George Pierce Baker disciple, has 


written a morality play on the theme 
that one cannot compromise his ideals 
without losing them. The drama also 
draws various ,arallels between con- 
ditions of Civil War times and those 
of the present day. As a first pro- 


duced play, ‘Under This Roof’ is a 
worthy and occasionally interesting 
attempt, but it doesn’t generate 


enough action for Broadway success. 
Play has certain resemblances to 





and to the Edna Ferber-George S. 
Kaufman ‘The Land Is Bright.’ Like | 
the former, it shows how greed cor- 
rupts and ultimately ruins an old, | 
respected family, only in the case of | 
‘Roof’ the locale is shifted from the 
South to New England. Like ‘Land 
Bright,’ the drama an ex- 


spans 


| levies, but has eased up so 


tended period of years, with the re- 
sultant changes to the characters and 
the family homestead. As in ‘Land,’ 
adversity brings reformation. But, 
of course, it lacks the pungency of 
‘Foxes’ and the theatricalism of 
‘Land.’ 

Ehrmann has made the common 
playwriting error of not getting his 
essential action started until well inte 
the second act. Apparently with the 
idea of adding emphasis, he shows 
how the heroine’s compromise loses 
her first her sweetheart and then her 
son and how, by marrying for secur- 
ity she fails to get even that. But 
most of this seems repetitious. For 
the purposes of the vital message the 
leading character delivers at the 
close, the discursive  pre’iminary 
events could have been tciescoped 
into a compact scene, or at least an 
act. So while the final speech about 
the obligations and opportunities of 
freedom is mildly uplifting, it is not 
clarifiet by the general outline of 
the play. 

Russell Lewis’ rigid staging does 
nothing to vitalicze the drama, while 
the uneven individual performances 
are insufficient to put the play across, 
Barbara O'Neil, principal featured 
lead, is a convincing heroine, but the 
inherent weakness of the character 
she plays doesn’t permit an exciting 
perforrmance. Russell Hardie is a 
sincere, if stilted, male lead, while 
Howard St. John, George L. Spauld- 
ing, Watson White and Walter Burke 
impress in supporting parts. Louise 
Galloway handles two attractive first- 
act scenes expertly, but Harlan 
Briggs overplays the part of an evil 
financier, and John Draper is unable 
to clarify an obscurely written juv- 
enile role. Peter Hobbs seems stri- 
dent as the imvetuous abolitionist- 
sweetheart. while Hilda Bruce and 
James O'Neill suffer through unat- 


tractive parts. Hobe. 
= 4 


CODE EASING UP ON 
AGCYS.’ PER TICKET TAX 





The N. Y. ticket code enforcement 
board has cracked the whip on those 
did pay back 
far as 
this season Under- 
stood that none have been paying 
the 8c per ticket required by the 
code and that they will not be asked 
to make such paymer.ts. Levy has 
been one of the chief complaints of 
the brokers since the code became 
operative and it was claimed the 
nick was the difference between 
profit and loss. Originally they had 
to pay 3'4c. per ticket, but the per- 


agencies which not 


is concerned. 


centage was reduced 

Reason for letting up on ticket 
payments is said to be that there is 
enough money on hand in the en- 
forcement fund, amount being esti- 
mated around $10,000. Indicated 


that there have been few complaints 


about over-charging and therefore 
no reason for check p on the 
agencies by under-cover’ people. 


Formerly four or five persons were 
sent to agencies to make ticket pur- 
chases, coin coming from the en- 
forcement fund. 

Agreement between the brokers 
and the code set-up is that if there 
is a surplus it shall be rebated pro- 
rata among the agencies. Kickbacks 
are in abeyance, but may be made 
at the end of the season. 


Gish Replaces Gish 





Minneapolis, Feb. 24 
Lillian Gish stopped here over night 
en route to Sioux Falls, S. D., to re- 
place her sister, Dorothy, in ‘Life 
| With Father,’ who is_ indisposed., 


| Another ‘Life With Father’ company, 


Gillmore, was play- 
Gish’s visit 


with 
ing 


Margalo 
here during Miss 

Dorothy Gish is resting in Denver 
because of recurrent abdominal ail- 
ment. Part in ‘Father’ calls for her 
running up and down stairs 21 times 
during each performance and Miss 
Gish requires a complete rest pe- 
riodically. 

She is expected to rejoin the show 
when it plays Denver in two weeks. 
‘Apples’ for B’way 


Hollywood, Feb. 24 


Eugene Bryden has acquired 
Frances Agnew’s play, ‘Apples in 
Eden,’ for Broadway production. 


Laura Wilck, who negotiated the 
sale, also closed deals for ‘Our First 
Murder,’ by Robert Presnell and 
Marion Gering, and ‘Day After To- 
morrow,’ by Anne WalfeTs. 

‘Murder,’ which goes into rehear- 
sal next month, will have ZaSu Pitts 
in the starring role. 
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Don't Call 


Me ‘Stupid 





Actors pique was behind the complaint of five Equityites that Al 
Knight sought 10% commission for placing them in a musical stock 


date, the charges leading to the revoking of the agent’s permit. 


Ac- 


cording to them the caster said that while the usual commission for 
legit is 5%, double that percentage applied for stock engagements. It 
seems they went to Equity’s office and sought the reason why the 
commission for stock jobs was higher. 

Four of the quintet had not previously played stock. When they 
were told the commission was the same as for regular production, they 
huddled and came to the conclusion that the agent had insulted their 
intelligence. Still in that mood they registered a formal complaint. 


_ 








Equity Council Gets Pro and Con On 


Agcy. Agreement: 


Question of entering into a basic 
agreement with casting agents was 
again discussed by Equity’s council 
yesterday (Tuesday) and those op- 
posed to the application argued that 
such a pact would’ only open a way 
for demands by the casters. Also 
pointed out that Equity has always 
beep opposed to having its hands 


tied and therefor has, with one ex- 
ception, avoided term arrangements 
with other groups. It has a basic 
agreement with the managers, en- 





tered into for the main purpose of 
stabilizing production. Committee 
recommendation for a one-year 


agreement with agents was tabled 
some weeks ago. 

New members of the council, said 
to favor making the grant to the 
casters, were supposedly unaware of 
the background of the agency situa- 
tion and because of that the history 
with agents’ previous moves for a 
deal with Equity was sketched. They 
were reminded of the costly court 
case when the late Willie Edelstein 


alleged Equity’s permit or license 
system was in restraint of trade. 
U. S. Supreme Court ruled that 


Equity had the right to say under 
what condition ‘ts members worked. 
Agents association at that time <1928) 
also sought an agreement. 

Some councillors engaged in radio 
and other entertainment fields are 


accustomed to pay 10% commissions, | 


allowed except for legit, where the 
supposed limit is 5%. It is no secret 
that the casters aim to double the 
take for stage engagements. Equity- 
ites, who are determinedly opposed 
to increasing commissions, aver it 
would only be a short time when the 
percentage would be increased to 
15% or more, a certain number be- 
ing willing to pay that much to get 
jobs. 

They also state the idea of the 
present rule is to protect the rank 
and file, who get $50 or $60 in en- 
Zagements that too often last but 
short periods. Equity isn’t so much 
concerned with high bracketed ac- 
tors, who are willing to pay their 
agents 10% and probably do 

Another objective of the casters is 
the right to obtain exclusive privi- 
lege to place actors for a period of 
60 days, which is also strongly op- 
posed Opposing arg ment is that 
players would not have the oppor- 
tunity to obtain jobs handled by 
other agents, or even placing him- 


self without paying commission to | 


the agent. 

Similar practice among managers 
and agents was stopped last fall, 
when the pact between the mana- 
gers and Equity was extended for 
two years. If a producer engages 
an actor direct he cannot refer him 
to a 


+ 


agent, who would get commis 
sion for merely making out a con- 
tract. Previously that was a cus- 


tom in some managerial offices 


Edgar (‘Ladder’) Davis 


Little Hope for Deal 


+ 





WAR FORCES PITT U TO 
CANCEL ANNUAL SHOW 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 24. 

University of Pittsburgh’s Cap and 
Gown Club has cancelled its annual 
musical this year for the first time 
since organization was started. War, 
which has cut into undergraduate 
ranks seriously, and early gradua- 
tion were given as the reasons. 

Cap and Gown show was always 
a week’s attraction at Nixon, local 
legit house, in the late spring. 


American Theatre Wing’s 
Canteen in 44th Street 








Show business and public will get 
|their first and only views of the 
servicemen’s ‘Heaven on 44th Street’ 
this weekend, after which it will be 
|} open solely to men in uniform and 
| people working there. ‘Heaven’ is 
| the canteen being provided by the 
American Theatre Wing for soldiers 
and sailors in the old Little Club in 
the basement of the 44th Street the- 
atre, N.Y. 


fied club at ‘Pound Parties,’ one for 
theatrical.people on Saturday (28) 
and one for the public Sunday (1). 
Admission will be by a pound of 
anything that the canteen will be 
able to use—preferably sugar, which 
it is having difficulty in getting. 
Canteen will officially open for 
servicemen on Monday (2) without 


| public ceremony. Its affinity to 
|heaven in minds of soldiers and 
sailors, who have already been 


around looking for it arises from the 
fact that all the sandwiches, soda, 


available to them 


addition, there’ll 


sume will be 
|solutely cuffo. In 
!be a flock of ingenues and Powers 
models constantly on hand to sit 
with them and act as hostesses. And 
|continuous entertainment from the 
|'time the canteen opens at 5 p.m. 
until it closes at midnight. 

Club will seat around 300, has a 
| sizeable dance floor and a good com- 
bination bandstand-stage. Covered 
with the grime of almost 10 
| (it hasn’t been open since pre-re- 
peal), spot is being completely 
| renovated with labor contributed by 
the various theatrical craft unions. 
| Porters cleaned it, scenic designers 
|planned the new decor, studio 
|painters are applying their brushes 


years 


coffee and confections they can con- | 
2} 
abd- | 


Best Actors Fund Benefit 
Grosses $7,000; Cream 
Of Name Crop on Tap 


The 60th annual benefit for the 
Actors Fund of America, to a $13.25 
scale, Sunday night (22) at the Im- 
perial, N. Y., grossed around $7,000, 
plus an as yet undetermined intake 
frorn the programs. Easily the best 
Fund benefit, it played like a well- 
rehearsed production, and rates as 
a pretty tough pattern to follow. 

Being the actors’ own show, it 
seemed to call out the cream of the 
Broadway crop, and they gave gen- 
erously and well of themselves. Re- 
sult was that by the 11 p.m. inter- 
mission, with Peggy Wood, Clifton 
Webb, Ella Logan, Senator Ford, the 
DeMarcos, George Jessel, Yorke & 
King, Eddie Cantor and Olsen & 
Johnson yet to be heard from, it was 
a good money’s worth, although 
most stayed far past midnight for the 
entire proceedings. 


Vinton Freedley, chairman of the 
entertainment committee, kudoed 
Keane Waters for his general stage 
direction; maestro Max Meth, and 
thereafter Marty May, Benny Baker, 
Danton Walker and Danny Kaye al- 
| ternated as emcees. Elsa Maxwell, 
| Jimmy Walker, Joseph Schildkraut 
;}and Boris Karloff were alternately 
billed to do the conferenciering, but 
did not show up. 


| Robert Shaw, conducting Fred 
Waring’s Glee Club, Billy deWolfe, 
Paula Laurence, Harland Dixon, Rich- 
ard Gordon and Roy Roberts with 
a Lambs Club excerpt, the Jooss Bal- 
let, Joe E. Lewis, Evelyn Farney, 
John Hoysradt, Gertrude Lawrence 
(enthusiastically salvoed with her 
|reprise of yesteryear musicomedy 
hits; accomped by Johnny Green); 








Basement All Set to Go Bill Robinson, Mary Jane Walsh and 


Danny Kaye accounted for a sock 
| first half. 
| John Powers models doubled as 


| usherettes for program sales; big 


| biz included a couple of hundred | 


standees. Abel. 


IA WOULD UNIONIZE 


_ USHERS, MATRONS, ETC. 


Sightseers may inspect the revivi- | 


| 
} 


legit theatre ushers, 


Employees (stagehands), 


Labor. IA claims that its lastest ac- 
tivity is to keep out CIO, which is 
reported trying to get a foothold in 
| the theatre. 





SEE NY. BILL OKAYED, 
LIFT CHILD ACTOR NIX 


Buffalo, Feb. 24. 


Before the season is over this | 
stand may see ‘Life With Father’ and 
other plays kept from showing be- | 
cause of child labor regulations. As-| 
semblyman Ehrlich has reintroduced | 
the child actors bill into the legis- | 
lature and, although his similar | 
measure was vetoed last year after | 
passing the Assembly, in redrafted | 
form it will probably meet the favor | 
ef Governor Lehman. 

Children’s Aid Society is said to 
favor the Ehrlich bill and, through 
the Assemblyman’s efforts, it is ex- 
pected that the organization will not} 
interfere with performan-e of ‘Watch | 
on the Rhine’ and ‘Macbeth,’ both of | 
which are booked into the Erlanger. | 
Those shows have kid actors, im- | 
portant in the cast of ‘Watch’ but! 
more so in ‘Father.’ Touring com- 
panies of the latter comedy are ir 
the west, but before they return the 
new measure will probably be on 
the statute books. 


Legit Reports OK Results 
In Paralysis Fund Drive; 
Incomplete Gross $27,520. 


i 
| 











Enthusiastic report of the legiti- | 
mate theatre committee for the 1942 | 
March of Dimes campaign in aid a 
the Infantile Paralysis Fund shows | 
| that, during the week of Jan. 26- 
| 31, $27,620 was collected, with sev- 
eral theatres still to be heard from. 
Collections were made in 57 theatres 
in and outside New York during a 





affiliated | coming from the Erlanger (‘Panama 
with the American Federation of} pattie’) which collected $1,518. At | 


Indicated result will be to seek 
more wages for ushers and the: 
others. Some theatres pay ushers 


$1.25 per performance, or $10 weekly, 
with the captain getting $16 and $18 


by the week Shubert theatres 
usually pay ushers $1 per show 
Average theatre playing straight 
| plays employs eight ushers, but only 
four remain on duty during per-| 
formances The other four are on! 
hand from 8 to 9:30 nightly, similar 
arrangement going for matinees 
Long and short shifts are alternated 


IATSE 


on the other 


was supposed to 


side of the 


operate 
curtain, but 


in recent years sought to include the 
front of the house. Bean was to take | 
in house, company managers ana 
press agents, but staff people are on 


their own as a union. Ticket seller 
(treasurers). however, are under the 
IA wins Avil plit a 

the Ass f rheatric 1 A 
Managers. formerly called tl 

atrical vial ers As & I i 
urers union, about tv years ago 


to everything but the walls, walls 
are being covered with murals by 
scenic painters and cartoonists, the- 
atrical electrical upply companle: 
are providing fixture and elec- 
tricians union is hanging them, ana 
the association of Theatrical Agents 
and Managers providing general | 


supervision 
Music for the spot will be provided 
free by Muzak. Hammond Organ is 


total of 38® performances. Some of | 
| the smaller stands which played le- 
giters turned over the money to the | 
motion picture committee. 

No explanation was made as to 
| why ne collections were made at the | 


Drive is on to form a union of! Empire, N. Y., (Life With Father’) | 
doormen and/| 
matrons and when that organization | 
is completed, every class of theatre | jargest total, but several out-of-town 
employe will have been unionized.| houses 
Move is being made by the Interna-| york. 
tional Alliance of Theatrical Stage} tieylarly 


the Ithaca (‘Theatre’). 


the 


Strand, 
Broadway theatres turned in 


and 


individually topped New 
Chicago audiences were par- 
responsive, best money 


the Harris (‘The Corn Is Green’), 
Chicago, $1,227 was secured. At the | 
National, Washington (“Tobacco 
Road’), the count was $1.27 (13 | 
performances); Nixon, Pittsburgh 
(‘Blithe Spirit’), $1,081 (four per- | 
formances); Cass, Detroit (Student | 
Prince’ and ‘Louisiana Purchase’), 
$1.277 (nine performances) 

In New York, with 27 theatres col- 
jecting, the total was $11.997. Cen- 
ter (It Happens On Ice’), turned | 


in the top amount, $1.255; Majestic 
(‘Porgy and Bess’), collected $1,036 
Capacity of the vario houses and 
the size of audiences figured in a 
variance in the collections, the | 
standout shows accounting for the 
most sizeable sums 

Credit for the showing is given 
managers of theatres and hows, 
their staffs and ushers Collecting 
boxes were passed down the aisles 
after a short set speech, usually de- 


livered by one of the actor: 


Nz ts & ‘Plan M’ Aimless After 


Producers Step Out 


whic openge 


; people’ would be on the bills. 


Lytell Belies Report He Now 
Opposes Equity's Anti-lsm Law 


Further attempts to knock out the 
anti-ism amendment referendum are 
being made within Equity and once 
again it was argued out by Equity’s 
council weék, the 
use of the Equity mailing list was 


last Although 
denied, a circular was sent out last 
week askirg recipients to vote ‘no’ 
on the grounds that Bert Lytell was 
alleged to have the Com- 
munist-Nazi-Fascist issue migh* just 


stated 


as well be dropped. 

That brought an emphatic denial 
from the Equity head, who repudi- 
ated the statements made in the cir- 
cular. After he was deluged with 
queries by members advocating the 
amendment as to why he changed 
his mind, Lytell declared his posi- 
tion was well known in the matter. 
He said that when the petition for 
the amendment was verified by the 
council, the latter decided not to 
further participate in the discussion 
other than mail it out to the mem- 
bership. 


Mervin Williams, a councillor who 
asked for the use of the mail sug list, 
alleged Lyteli had advocated drop- 
ping the issue. When others in the 
council said no such expression was 
made before that body by Lytell, 
Williams claimed it was spoken at 
the quarterly meeting in December, 
also denied. 


Williams is among those who 
mailed out the circular. He is ap- 


pearing in ‘Cafe Crown,’ Cort, N. Y., 
in the same cast of which are Sam 
Jaffe and others who have opposed 
the amendment since inception. The 
circular mostly reached persons ap- 
pearing in shows on Broadway and 
on the road. A deputy of a touring 
show sent the literature back to 
Lytell with the notation that it was 
not even posted on the bulletin 
board. 

Indicated that opposition to the 
amendment will not cease even if 
it is voted into the constitution, be- 
cause ‘some actors have too much 
time on their hands’ and@ are natural 
agitators. Lytell is devoting nearly 
all his time to army and navy camps 
entertainment. Recently, when he 


| mentioned shows to be sent to cer- 


tain spots for servivemen, officers 
expressed the hope that the ‘right 
That 
indicated to him that they were 
aware of reports that there are quite 
a number of radicals in Equity. 


MGRS., STAGEHANDS 
NEAR AGREEMENT 


Negotiations between N. Y. legit 
managers and stagehands over a new 
contract continue, with the factions 


reported nearing agreement Some 


demands by the union are regarded 
| having have been made for the pur- 
poses of bargaining and are expected 
to be dropped, if some concessions 
are granted. Deckhands are asking 


for a '5% tilt 


Probability that an increase of 


10% will be made, based on the fact 
that the index figure on the cost of 
living has gone up approximately 
that much Higher wage will also 
compensate crews in some measure 
for the union requirement whereby 
they mus lay off two performances 
ee} i i 0 ine ) ved. 
D { t the kst e force 
be f one-set 
aid to have bes kipped 


‘Public’ Vice ‘Kickers’ 
_At N.Y. Broadhurst 


a 
; 
a 
: 
: 
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ten 


Fitting Fisher for Khaki |.n eect oe ee on) 











also being contributed and a number | 


at the Belasco, N . 


| Richard | Although tickets are announced on 
iCiz ‘ sical organiza- | , z ; : ; 

Must Pay Mass. 210G 0: 5g sen 5" cyt = 7m Carl Fisher, general manager for | ajgrich and Richard Myers decided | sale through the next month ‘ of 

i tions have been line up to piay. preys eer ae indeae oe ecmatedy ; it ; ~anrge ranaitte ‘TT gh ee 

} poy ae aaa Rileid Rovle are | Ueorge Rootes ge te gg e to close the play Saturday night a = ee: Sa oe 

™ . : , Cc : as been ¢ ] 1e . ‘ setae »| Broadhurst, N. ‘My 2ar Public 

: rouse, has been notified by | . on 1g 1 , y Dea lic, 

Austin, Texas, Feb. 24. | general chairmen of the project, | draft board to report next Tuesday | (31), So te a ang een ag | the Irving Caesar musical, is ten- 

with various committees under them | |financial responsibility was con- | » is 


Bhe Third Texas Court of Civil) 
Appeals entered a judgment on Feb. | 
18 which holds that the Common-| 
wealth of Massachusetts is entitled | 
to approximately $210,000 taxes from | 
Edgar B. Davis, of Luling, Texas, | 


| . 2 
Tru ¢ : — | i »sdeav. sen ducti : } there goin <7 Bes 1 
ae tents cee, of | d be — Crouse production at) however, with Marion Gering, who | there going to the road. oe 
j ' y illiams | So . _|staged the meller by James Edward pings 
A judgment against Massachusetts | Emlyn W illiams Slate Fisher’s wife is Mary Mason, in- be ty _ war mh " * , tone | N Lond PI OK 
in fav * un | ‘ ° ’ a Has. Wie Tt ak ae . | Grant, seeking fresh backing. Equity ew ondon ay 4 
Pg ntl Rte tet mah T Sta e London Rhine genue in ‘Cafe Crown, at the Cort, 'made an unusual concession by per- | = 
damages was reversed and rendered 0 £ |N. Y., and title actress on the aitting apne y performances with- | Santen Yoh: 2 7 i" 
in favor of the state, but Davis was London, Feb. 1. ‘Maudie’s Diary’ program on CBS. I ing Monday nce: | 
5 





| 

—aee $550,000 damages as a credit; Emlyn peepee ie b appall pl — | the cast expressed willingness to St. Martin’s theatre, Feb. 19, is rated 

interests on ‘the varlees judements| Rhine’ when it is’ produced -here.| Walter Greasa, assistant exec sec- |take a chance. Tuesday (24) there |an amusing comedy with witt if 
was computed to make the net award} Leads will be played by Diana retary ne Hg tng. Peg ee ariel J paige Foy apg = ere ari | It was well received af 
to the state of $208,516 | Wynyard and Anton Walbrook. I by 20th-Fox in New } 0 TENS a ee 


scurrying around for regular weekly 
donations of food and drink (no beer 
or liquor will be served) and arrang- 
ing for hostesses, entertainment and | 
other contributed help. | 


(3) for induction into the army. His 
general manager jobs will not be 


filled for the present, but Dan Mel- | 


nick 
will take over the 





treasurer of the Fulton, N. Y., | 
company man- | 
| agership of ‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ | 


cerned, they were out, since ‘M’ had | 
played the two weeks minimum 
guarantee required by Equity, count- 
ing out of town showings. 

Play went on Monday (Washing- | 
fon’s Birthday) afternoon and night, 


out salaries being guaranteed, after 


tatively slated for that house week 


| of March 16. 


If ‘Public’ is ready for the debut 
as slated, ‘Kickers’ will move across 
4“'h street to the St. James, current 
Gilbert and Sullivan troupe playing 


‘Jam Today,’ which opened at the 
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Bway Slips Into Seasonal Slump; — 
Fun, $40,000, ‘Face It,’ 336, Banjo, 
$31,000, ‘Porgy.’ $22,500, Still Big 


Business started to taper off last | 
week. Annua! slide was interrupted | 
by big business over the weekend, in- | 
cluding Washington's Birthday mati- 
nees Monday (23). Attendance that 
night dropped as usual, President | 
Roosevelt's speech also keeping most | 
of the citizenry at their radio sets. | 
New shows are on the down side. | 


Estimates for Last Week 


Key: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), | 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 


‘Angel Street,’ Golden (11th week) | 
(D-729; $3.30). Some attractions not | 


affected as yet and this is one ex- | 


ception; takings again around the 
$13,00@ mark. 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Fulton 
(38th week) (CD-83<8; $3.30). Bit off, | 
With the count over $13.000, and at | 
that level excellent profit is reg-| 
istered. 

‘Banjo Eyes,’ Hollywood (9th | 
week) (M-1,563; $4.40). Among | 
three best grossers, all musical; | 
rated over $31,000; Monday after- 
noon there were 36 standees, indi- | 
cating volume of holiday matinee | 
business that was general. 

‘Best Foot Forward,’ Barrymore | 


(21st week) (M-1,104; $4.40). Bettered 
$19,000, which is but slightly under 
recent average: among best of the} 
season’s musicals. 

‘Blithe Spirit,’ Morosco (16th 
week) (CD-936; $2.30). Tapered to- | 
wards the $16,000 level, but one of 
the season’s standouts; Chicago com- 
pany opened promisingly, but tak- 
ings not as strong. 

‘Cafe Crown,’ Cort (4th week); 
(CD-1,064: $3.30). Looks aimed for | 
moderately successful engagement | 
and may further improve during | 
spring period; around $10,000. 

‘Claudia,’ Booth (54th week) (CD- 
712; $3.30). Still in the money, with 
gross topping $8,000; Lincoln’s Birth- 





day week better than estimated; 
$9,600 quoted in nine times; another 
week, then ‘Love, Laughter and 
Tears.’ 

‘Guest in the House,’ Plymouth 
(CD-1,057; $3.30). Presented by 
Stephen M. and Paul S. Ames; 


adapted by Hagar Wilde and Dale 
Eunson; favorably received in Phila- 
delphia; opened last night (Tuesday ). 


‘Heart of a City,’ Miller (2d week) 
(D-940; $3.30). First full week ap- 
proximated $6,000; not good enough 
for large cast show, but liked by 
audience and may climb. 

‘High Kickers,’ Broadhurst (16th 
week) (M-1,142; $440). Around 
$15,000 again; started this week very 
strongly, which may kick up the 
gross. 

‘It Happened on Ice,’ Center (re- 
sumed engagement) (65th week) 
(R-3,026; $1.65). Consistent money 
maker, with the scale strong fac- 
tor because of Radio City draw; es- | 





timated around $23,000. 
‘Jason,’ Hudson (5th week). (CD- 
1,094; $3.30). Management hopeful 


of improvement, but under expecta- | 
tions so far; slightly under $5,000, | 
which may approximate even break. 
‘Junior Miss,’ Lyceum (14th week) 
(CD-1,004: $3.30). Capacity most } 
performances and hardly affected | 


last week, when takings bettered | 


$16,000. 

‘Lady in the Dark,’ Alvin (re- 
sumed) (45th week) (M-1,387; $4.40). 
Continues to turn weekly profit and 
gross strong considering opposition 
of newer musicals; $22,000. 

‘Let’s Face It,’ Imperial (17th 
week) (M-1,450; $4.40). Slightly af- 
fected several performances last 
week, but only ‘Sons of Fun’ get- 
ting more coin; quoted over $33,000. 


‘Life With Father,’ Empire (119th | 


week) (CD-1,082: $3.30) Refiected | 

| 
the general trend with takings off | 
somewhat, but great money maker 


did allright at $12,500 last week. 
‘My Sister Eileen,’ Biltmore (61st 

week) (CD-891; $3.30). 

last out another season; a little off 


with field, but approximated $9,000. | 


‘Papa Is All,’ Guild (C-956; $3.30). 


Eighth and ‘final week; looked* okay | 


out of town, but drew moderate 





= 

















|and Rita Hassan; written by Rob- 


along: around $12,000, with final 
| week probably bettering that figure. 

‘The Rivals,’ .Shubert (C-1,402; 
$3.30). Final and 7th week; old com- 


Likely to | 


‘Native,’ $8,800, Not 
Very Strong In Balto. 


Baltimore, Feb, 24. 








| lower floor. 


grosses here even with subscription | 


support; dropped under $7,000. 

‘Plan M,’ Belasco (D-1,000; $3.30). 
Opened It Friday (20); drew ad- 
verse press; continuance doubtful. 

‘Spring Again,’ Playhouse (15th 
week) (CD-865; $3.30). Business 
perked and engagement indefinite 
for moderately successful grosser; 
around $8,000. 

‘Sons o’ Fun,’ Winter Garden (12th 
week) (R-1,519; $4.40). Broadway's 
eader getting highest 
years and won't be topped this sea- 


| son; around $40,000 claimed. 


‘They Should Have Stood in Bed,’ 
Mansfield (C-1,050; $3.30). Yanked 
Saturday after playing one week and 
two nights; got nothing. 

‘Under This Roof,’ Windsor (D-873; 
$3.30). Presented by Russell Lewis 


ert B. Ehrmann; opened Sunday (22); 
received mixed notices, mostly skep- 
tical. 
REVIVALS 
‘Macbeth,’ National (D-1,162; $3.30). 
Final and 15th week; Shakespearean 
work drew profitable grosses right 


edy started off with pace around 
$15,000, but, despite subscriptions, 
has been slipping; under $9,000 last 
week. | 

‘Porgy and Bess,’ Majestic (5th 
week) (M-1,175; $2.75). House rec- 
ords at scale claimed over weekend, 
with standees in; some midweek mat- | 
inee offishness, but otherwise a sock 
draw; $22,500. | 

Gilbert and Sullivan, St. James | 
(5th week) (1,520; $2.20). Going on | 
tour after another week; ‘Pirates of 
Penzance’ drew favorable press; 
Jooss Ballet dropped from double 





| bill; $9,000 estimated. 


CLICK IN PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Feb. 24. 
‘Guest in the House,’ in its second 
and final tryout week at the Wal- 
nut, grossed excellent $14,200, up 
four grand over its first week. Show 
got fine notices and word-of-mouth 
evidently built it into hit class, de- 
spite lack of marquee names. 
Estimates for Last Week 
‘Hellzapoppin,’ Forrest (9th week) 
(1,800; $3.42). Back of eight-per- 
formance basis and grabbed okay 





| Ford’s as the third of six-week ATS 


| 


grosses in | 
| Texas, San Antonio (25); Music Hall, 
| Houston 
| mont (28); Munic. Aud., Shreveport 
| (1); Robinson Aud., Little Rock (3); 


| Jackson, Miss. (6); Munic. Aud., New 
| Orleans (7). 


‘Corn Is Green’—Harris, Chi. 
| (25-7). 

‘Hellzapoppin’ (N. Y. Co.)—For- 
rest, Philly (25-7). 

‘Hellzapoppin’ (2d Co.)—Munic. 
Aud., Shreveport (25): City Aud., 


| rest, 
Biloxi, Miss. (28-2). 


| Mass. 
| (26); Klein Aud., Bridgeport, Conn. 


& 9 (27); McCarter, Princeton, N. J. (28); 
| Plymouth, Boston (2-7). 
* 8 9 | ‘Life With Father’ (2d Co.)—Gar- 


| (2-7). 
| ‘Macbeth’—Erlanger, Buffalo (2-4); | 


‘Native Son’ was a daring book- 
ing for this town at Ford’s last 
week, Throwing open the top gal- 
lery to colored patrons at 75c helped 
boost week’s take, which approxi- 
mated fairish $8,800. 

There was very iittle response on 
Eileen’ is current at 


‘My Sister 


subscription season. 





Current Road Shows 


(Feb. 25-March 7) 





‘Angel Street’ (2d Co.)—Nixon, 
Pitt, (25-28); Cox, Cincy (2-7). 
‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ (2d Co.)— 


(26-27); City Aud., Beau- 


Aud., Memphis (4-5); City Aud., 


‘Blithe Spirit’ (2d Co.)—Selwyn, 
Chi. (25-7), 

‘Blossom Time’ — Curran, 
(25-28); Aud., Oakland, Cal. 
Metropolitan, Seattle (4-7). 

‘Candle in the Wind’—Pabst, Mil- 
waukee (25-28); Cass, Detroit (2-7). 

‘Claudia’ (2d Co.)—Lyceum, Min- 
neapolis (25-28); Lyceum, Duluth 
(2-3); State, Eau Claire, Wis. (4); 
Chateau, Rochester, Minn. (5); Aud., 
St. Paul (6-7). 


GS. 2 
(1-2); 


Jackson, Miss., (26); Aud., Memphis 

(27-28); American, St. Louis (2-7). 
‘Junior Miss’ (USO)—Camp For- 

Tenn. (25-26); Kessler Field, 


‘Life, Laughter and Tears’ (One- 
Acters)—Court Square, Springfield, 
(25); Bushnell Aud., Hartford 


rick, Duluth, Minn. (25): Fargo, 
Fargo, N. D. (26-27); Dakota, Grand 
Forks, N. D. (28); Fox, Billings, 
Mont. (2); Fox, Butte, Mont, (3); 
Wilma, Missoula, Mont. (4); Fox, 
Spokane (6); Capitol, Yakima, Wash. 
(7), 

‘Life With Fathe1’ (3d Co.)—Capi- 
tol, Grand Island, Neb. (25); Rivoli, 
Hastings, Neb. (26): Highschool, 
Omaha (27-28); Fox, N. Platte, Neb. 
(2); Broadway, Denver (3-7). 

‘Louisiana Purchase’ — National, 
Wash., (25-28); Shubert, Boston 


Masonic Aud., Rochester, N.Y. 
Bushnell Aud., Hartford (7). 


(5s 





$24,600. Had Washington’s Birthday 
matinee this week, but cancelled 
regular midweek afternoon § show. 
Apparently set until April, when 
‘Panama Hattie’ is expected. 

‘Guest in the House,’ Walnut 
week) (1,700; $2). A tryout without 
names that clicked in positive style. 
Zoomed to $14,200 in second 
final week. ‘Native Son’ 
for fortnight’s stay. 


this week 


| (1,500; $1.50). Ninth local visit was 
jagain okay; $9,000 spelled profit. 
Pat on the Rhine’ this week and 
next. 





EILEEN,” $12,000, B.0. 
WALLOP IN HOLLYWOOD 


Hollywood, Feb. 24. 
‘Four weeks without worry’ migh*‘ 
| well be the boxoffice slogan at the 
Biltmore theatre, where “My Sister 
| Eileen’ landed solidly with estimate? 
| Smart $12,000 in first stanza. Strong 
| press and brisk lip service should 
| make four-week stand here highly 
| profitable. 
| Cast is already getting a tumble 
| from picture studios, with Audrey 
Totter being tested at Warners, ‘ 


‘Father,’ $18,600, Sets 
Nifty Pace In Mpls 


; Minneapolis, Feb. 24. 
Despite sub-zero temperatures that 
hurt the boxoffice plenty, ‘Life With 
Father,’ at the 2,100-seat Lyceum 











two matinees. Upper decks were ca- 
pacity at most performances, 





“THE MAN WHO CAME TO DINNER 
“YOU'RE IN THE ARMY NOW" 
WARNER BROS. 


Mgt. LOU CLAYTON | 











| 
| 








lower floor held’ many empty seats 
all through the week. 

Cast, headed by Percy Waram and 
Margalo Gillmore, as well as play. 
won much favor. 
rent for the entire week. 


(2d 
and | 


‘Tobacco Road,’ Locust (2d week) | 


but | 


‘Claudia’ is cur- | 


‘My Dear Public’—Shubert, 
| Haven (5-7). 

‘My Sister Eileen’ 
; more, L. A. (25-7). 
‘My Sister Eileen’ (3d Co.)—Ford’s, 
| Balto. (25-28); National, Wash. (2-7). 
| ‘Native Son’— Walnut, Philly 
| (25-7). 

‘Out of the Frying Pan’ (USO)— 


New 


(2d Co.)—Bilt- 


| Ft. Warren, Wyo. (27-28). 
| ‘Pal Joey’—Cass, Detroit (25-28). 
‘Panama Hattie’—Erlanger, Chi. 
(25-7). 


‘Rivals’—Grand Opera House, Chi. 
(2-7). 


‘Rose Burke’—English, Indianap- 


| Oils (23); Cox, Cincy (26-28): Hart- | 


'man, Columbus, O. 
leve. (5-7). 


(2-4): Hanna, 





Shows in Rehearsal 





‘The Moon Is Down’ — Oscar 


Serlin. , 

‘Without Love’—Theatre Guild. 
‘Johnny 2x4’ -- Rowland 
Brown. 

‘My Dear Public’ — Irving 
Ceasar. 

‘A Kiss For Cinderella’— 


Cheryl Crawford, Rickard Krau- 
kauer. 


‘CANDLE,’ $18,000, GETS 
BIG PLAY IN ST. LOUIS 


St. Louis, Feb. 24. 

Maxwell Anderson’s ‘Candle in the 
Wind,’ starring Helen Hayes, closed 
a one-week stand at the American 
Saturday (21) with a neat b.o, rec- 
ord despite two-day blizzard. With 
the house scaled to $3.30, eight per- 
formances grossed estimated $18,000. 

House dark currently, but re- 
lights March 1 with one-week en- 
gagement of ‘Hellzapoppin.’ Second 
time during current season for that 
revue here. 


Cleve. Blizz and Lent 
Nick ‘Theatre,’ $9,300 


Cleveland, Feb. 24. 

Blizzards, Lent and an off-week 
hurt Cornelia Otis Skinner and her 
comedy, “Theatre,” which wound up 
its tour last Saturday (21) at the 
Hanna. Combination of unfavorable 
factors chopped down show’s take to 
estimated $9,300 for eight perform- 
ances at $2.50 top. 

It’s nearly a sellout in advance for 
Katharine Cornell’s ‘Rose Burke,’ 
dated March 5 for three days. 

















| Kiwanis Brings In 3 


Singers From New York 


Vancouver, Feb. 24. 
New York producer Felix Bren- 
tano has arrived here to take charge 
of stage production of the Kiwanis- 
sponsored light opera, ‘The Merry 
Widow, which will play here March 


9-14, in aid of the Lord Mayor's 
Fund. 

Singers will include’ Britisher 
Audrey Mildmay, in the title role, 
and three New “York _ singers: 


Frances Comstock, Wilbur Evans and 
George Rasely. 


Cornell 196 in Det. 


Detroit, Feb. 24 
Katharine Cornell in ‘Rose Burke’ 
rang up fine estimated $19,000 at the 
Cass here in eight performances last 
week at $2.75 top. 
Followed in Sunday 
Joey,’ set for a week. 


(22) ‘Pal 


by 


Ballet, $3,300, Toronto 


Toronto, Feb. 24. 
Back for a one-day engagement, 
with matinee and evening perform- 
ances at $2.40 top, Ballet Theatre 
grossed estimated satisfactory $3,300 





San Carlo Opera—Russ Aud., San 


Diego (25); Philharynonic Aud., L. A. | 


(97 


Gt-(). 

‘Tobacco Road’—Lyric, Richmond 
(25); Playhouse, Wilmington (26-28): 
Nixon, Pitt. (2-7). 

‘Watch on the 
Philly (25-7). 


Rhine’—Locust, 


BANK SETUP PLANNED | 


_ FOR MEX THEATRICALS | 


Mexico City, Feb. 24. | 
Now that the picture industry has! 
| accomplished its aim of obtaining a 
bank to finance it for more and 





* better productions and rational dis- Rhine.’ 


| tribution, the National Theatrical) 
| Union has acted to get itself a bank. 
to be known as the Theatre Bank. 
Institution, which will have its head- 


scaled at $2.75 top, breezed through quarters here, is to be funded with | 
|to good $18,600 for six nights and | the contribution of two days’ pay a! 


| month by each member of the union. | 
Prime object of the bank, which| 
is skedded to get going in late spring, | 
| is to finance the organization and| 
| bookings of new companies and to 
sustain existing troupes, here and on 





the road. } 


at Royal Alexandria here. 

Week of Feb. 9 saw troupe grossing 
$11.800, with 1,551l-seater scaled at 
| $3.30 top 





ARDREY TO COAST 
| Robert Ardrey, 
| last for the 
| planned stopoff in 
in Hollywood he’ll make revisions 
on new play, which Herman 
Shumlin may produce next fall, with 
Margaret Sullavan a possibility for 
the lead. 

Shumlin, who returned from the 
Coast last week, goes out again in 


playwright, left 


week Coast, 


While 


Chicago 


his 


| May to direct the Warner Bros, film 


version of his stage production of 
Lillian Hellman’s ‘Watch on the 
He and Ardrey will hold 
yperiodic huddles on the new script. 





Stephen Sandes In Army 
Camp Upton, N. Y., Feb. 24. 

Among the recruits who arrived 
here last week was Robert C. 
Brown, who acted under the stage 
name of Stephen Sande- 

He served as secretary to Alex- 
ander Woollcott, as well as appear- 
ing in ‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ 
which satirizes Woollcott. 








‘Spirit,’ $12,000, Gets Good Start 
In Chi; Corn, $16,000, Still Heavy 


a i 


Chicago, Feb. 24. 
show came in and ore de. 
parted. ‘Pal Joey’ left town after six 
weeks in the Grand and the house 
goes dark for a few weeks until ‘The 
Rivals’ comes in. ‘Blithe Spirit’ took 
over the Selwyn from ‘Claudia’ and 
opened Tuesday (17) to a swank 
audience and good notices. 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘Blithe Spirit,’ Selwyn (1st week) 
(1,000; $2.75). Initial week contained 
only seven performances, but built 
after notices to excellent $12,000 for 
the session. 

‘Pal Joey,’ Grand (6th and final 
week) (1,300; $3.30). Went to Detroit 
for a fortnight, and from that point 
on its plans are evidently indefinite. 
Never got real coin in Chicago and 
quit town with a $12,000 week. 

‘Panama Hattie,’ Erlanger (5th 
week) (1,400; $3.30). Skedded to 
leave on March 14, though could last 
much longer at pace, which brought 
in another $206,000 last week. 

‘The Corn Is Green,’ Harris (5th 
week) (1,000; $2.75). Ethel Barry- 
more play smash locally and tough 
break that it must leave on March 
15. Got another near-capacity session 
at $16,000. 


BOSTON NOW 
BARE OF LEGIT 


Boston, Feb. 24. 

‘My Sister Eileen’ closed sweet 
eight-week engagement here Satur- 
day (21), when ‘Student Prince’ also 
bowed out, after three weeks of a 
‘farewell tour.’ 

‘Under This Roof’ bowed out after 
its one-week tryout, leaving the town 
bare in the legit district. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Wilbur (8th 
week) (1,227; $2.75). Drew good 
steady trade from a wide area during 
the run, winding up with a staunch 
$12,000. 

‘Student Prince,’ Shubert (3d 
week) (1,590; $2.20). Finished three- 
week run to tune of $11,500 

‘Under This Roof,’ Plymouth (one 
week) (1,480: $2.75). Got friendly 
press reception, with local author 
taking some bows, but seat-buyers 
showed only a $4,000 interest. 


One 








‘PURCHASE,’ $27,000, 
BIG IN 2D PITT WK. 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 24. 

Second and final week of ‘Lou- 
isiana Purchase’ was couple of grand 
under opening session’s figures, mu- 
sical hit winding up engagement 
with estimated $27,000, at $3.85 top, 
as against previous week’s take of 
$29,000. 

Better than $56,000 on the run was 
plenty profitable and no complaints 
from either house or management 
Show went from here to Washington 
and then to Boston, where tour, 
which began last September in Phil- 
adelphia, will end. Nixon currently 
has No. 2 company of ‘Angel Street’ 
with solid month of bookings to 
follow, ‘Tobacco Road’ (8th time 
here) coming in March 2 and then, 
in order, ‘Claudia,’ ‘My Sister Eileen,’ 
“Without Love’ and ‘Macbeth.’ 


‘Claudia’ Fine $15,500 
In Milwaukee Buildup 


Milwaukee, Feb. 24 
When word got round town about 
‘Claudia,’ patrons stormed the box- 


| office of the Davidson in such num- 
With a] 


bers that the engagement originally 
scheduled for seven days was ex- 
tended through Sunday (22) to ac- 
commodate them, the extra matinee 
and night performances building up 
the gross to an estimated $15,500 at 
$2.75 top. 

After Wednesday (18) the orches- 
tra was crowded out of the pit and 
had to play its ‘Star Spangle 
Banner’ overture from the cellar. 


Priorities Balks 100G 


Theatre in Cleveland 


Cleveland, Feb. 24. 

Only the war is holding up plans 
to build a new model theatre, at an 
estimated cost of $100,000, for Rich- 
ard Kay’s Lakewood, fast-grow!ns 
community legit theatre here. 

Civic backers are now picking 4 
site and drawing blueprints for the 
playhouse, but priorities on building 
materials will delay work until hos- 
tilities cease. 
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Broadway 





in Florida. 


‘ ed with in- 


Margaret Webster be 


airddie Cooke’s widow to join John 
Golden's office staff. 
Jessel due to take physical 


Nat Karson vacationing 


George 
examination today (Wednesday) for 
Navy. : 

Sidney Morse, Morris agency 
radio department, going into the Air 
Core Mann, ex-Xavier Cugat man- 
ager, now booking aide to Wal’: 
Downey. 


Oscar Levant’s new Columbia rec- 
ords of piano solos scheduled to be 
released soon. ’ 

a Hodges may go into the 
Persian Room = soon, under 

wney’s aegis. 
ge Pollock ahead of Chicago 


Plaza’s 
Wally 


‘Claudia’ company. Victor Kiraly 
back with the show. 
United Artists’ prez, Ed Raftery, 


kept at home several days last week 
by tooth trouble. 

Jack Bertell, MCA exec, accom- 
panied by his wife, left for Palm 
Beach Sunday (22). 

Clifford Odets now in Hollywood 
scripting ‘Rhapsodie in Blue,’ the 
George Gershwin autobiog for WB. 

Willie Norton is manager of ‘A Kiss 
for Cinderella.’ due soon. Louis Ep- 
stein ditto with ‘Guest in the House.’ 

Edna Schoenfeld, wife of Scho of 
‘Variety.. on mend in Brooklyn Hos- | 
pital following serious operation last | 
reek. 

“Lodewick Vroom has become com- 
pany manager of ‘Johnny 2 x 4.’ in- 
stead of Nicke Hode, after Joe Glick 
stepped out. ; 

Hal. Hackett, v.p. in charge of 
radio for Music Corp. of America, 
to Miarni for confab with Al Jolson 
on possible radio deal. 

Iridium Room of the St. Regis still 
continuing its formal, albeit hoover- 
ized talent policy. Maurice & Cor- 
doba preem tonight (Wed.). 

Bernard Dworetsky, assistant east- 
ern story editor of Universal, has 
lead story, ‘Hostage,’ in this month's 
Story mag. He's adapting it for ra- 
dio. 

M. G. (Mike) Poller, head of RKO 
playdate department, will be away 
for couple of weeks more due to 
complications following recent oper- 
ation. 





George Smith, western-southern | 
division manager of Paramount, re- | 
turned yesterday (Tuesday) from a 
tour of the company’s southern 
branches. 

Quentin Reynolds testimonial din- 
ner at Hotel Roosevelt March 7, pro- 
ceeds from $10 ducats to buy am- 
bulances for American and British 
fighting forces. 

Joe Gould, of United Artists press 
department and prez of Screen Pub- 
licists Guild, notified to prepare for 





active Army duty shortly. He holds 
reserve commission. 
Film actress Anne Shirley, di- | 


vorced from actor John Payne, house- 
suesting with the Bennett Cerfs who, 
ortnight ago, hosted Payne, hoping 
to reconcile the film couple. 

Harold M. Goldblatt, theatrical | 


attorney, now has two sons in the | 
armed forces. Joel, under age, | 
joined the Canadian Tank Corps 


while Stuart is in the U.S. Signal 
Corps, Ft. Monmouth, N. J. 

Giant Wrigley sign on Broadway, 
with its colored moving fish that | 
since 1936 have been a tourist high- 
Spot, being ‘dismantled to save 
electrical power. Consumed enough 
power for community of 10,000 per- 
sons, 

Rose and Julian T. Abeles threw 
a Gay ‘90s 25th wedding anniversary 
party at their Greenwich home this 
weekend, transporting some 50 guests 


in a specially chartered bus from 
Manhattan: importing Bill Hardy’s 


talent, etc. 

Jack Robbins’ 
(Buddy), U. of P. 
listed at Fort Dix 
may be assigned to the Officers 
Training School in Virginia His 
music publisher-pappy, in Miami on 
business, doesn’t know it yet 

Capt. Sam Becker, ex-special coun- 
Sel for CBS, is now in Ordnance 
Dept. in D. C., after fighting hard to 
get in, having been rejected before 
because of stature, eyesight, etc 
Finally the attorney convinced the 
authorities of his non-combat value. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 


boy, Howard 
senior, has en- | 
as. a private but 


‘Panama Hattie’ booked for.a re- 
turn engagement at Nixon week of | 
April 6. | 
_Etzi_ Covato’s 1%-year-old son, 
Nick, has a band of his own at the | 
Shin Cafe. 

Jack Gwynne, the magician, has a 
Son in the army air corps teaching | 
blind flying, 

Lawrence Welk expects to lose his 
only single man, Jerry Burke, to the 
army shortly. 

ax Silverman, manager of Squir- | 
rel Hill theatre, took his first physi- 
cal last week. 

apence maestro Jack Bowman's 
Wife in the hospital, result of bad 
fall on the ice. 
em Troys (he’s the new manager 
of the William Penn Hotel) expect 
the stork any day. 
a; Fremont, former dance orch | 
fader here, in the rcgimental band | 
at Fort Meade, Md. 

Trelon, East Liberty 


nitery re- 


cently damaged b; fire, plotting a 
reopening around Easter. 

Mrs. Lee Ritchey, wife of Baron 
Elliott’s woodwind ace, has just 
undergone a serious operation. 

Pete Dana chairmaning Variety 
Club’s gin rummy _ tournament, 
which gets under way March 7. 

Morton Beck, son of boxing pro- 
moter Jules Beck, in cast of Play- 
house’s ‘Green Grow the Lilacs.’ 

Nixon was third highest legit 
theatre in country in ‘March of 
Dimes’ collections, getting $1,081. 

Stagehand Johnny Manchen back 
at the Stanley after licking pneu- 
monia for second time this year. 

Betty Greenwood, dancer turned 
vocalist, is going to marry her boss, 
Don Palmer, band leader, in June. 

LeRoy McConnell, operator at 
Senator theatre, and his son, George, 
both registered in latest draft call. 

AMPTO planning big testimonial 


London 





Neville E. Neville recuperating 
from appendix operation. 


Will Fyffe now a grandpa. His 
daughter obliged with a girl. 
Bertha Wilmot, ex-vaude b2zad- 


liner, runs a roadhouse in Leicester. 

Plans being made now for the re- 
building of Crystal Palace, burned 
down in 1936. 

Mary Maguire, Australian film 
actress, lost her infant son following 
an operation. 

Firth Shephard has commissioned 
Manning Sherwin to write the score 
for his new sp.ing musical. 

British Drama League hoiding a 


jseries of poetry readings in aid of 


Mrs. Churc} ill’s ‘Aid to Russia’ fund. 





dinner to M. A. Rosenberg, recently 


named president of National Allied. | 


Carnegie Tech drama school has 
unveiled plaque in memory of Ches- 
ter Wallace, who taught there for 19 
years, 

The Ira Cohns (he’s 20th-Fox ex- 
change manager here) celebrated 
their silver wedding anniversary last 
week, 

Hanna _ Rosenthal localite, has 
joined Alice Purnell dancers at Villa 


Madrid and changed her name to 
Lee Hanna. 
The Lew  Leftons have just 


learned that their soldier boy was 
transferred to Hawaii. Si 
hausers’ lad in Panama. 








‘iilinneapolis 


By Les Rees 





Lowell Kaplan, Welworth circuit 
booker, ailing. 


University of Minnesota Playhouse | 


offering ‘Macbeth’. 

‘Ice Follies of 1942’ scheduled for 
Arena March 10-24. 

L. E. Goldhammer, RKO district 
manager, on sick list. 

W. H. Workman, Metro branch 
manager, out of hospital and at home 
after recavery from flu. 

Minnesota Amus, Co. and Mort H. 
Singer out to line up as many name 
bands as possible for Orpheum. 

If able to obtain license, South- 
town, nabe house, closed for many 


years, will be remodeled and opened. | 











See Bombings 


Continued from page 2 














trons and personnel can be guided 
to exits and first aid posts via black- 


out-tested, illuminated lights along 
designated routes. 
Rules 
Possibly subject to modification, 


especially for smaller houses, instruc- 
tions to theatre operators, as tenta~ | 


tively outlined, are: 

1. Provide mechanical means to 
receive and transmit all warnings 
promptly to the theatre defense war- 
den. 


Stein- | 


9 Make certain that theatre black- | 


out can be effected rapidly and be 
complete. b 

3. Prepare emergency lighting sys- 
tem which will not affect the black- 


lout, but will provide necessary mini- 


mum lighting to prevent confusion, 
4. Prepare signs and directions In 
the theatre that public and per- 


the 


sonnel can follow to exits .and first 
aid posts 

5. Eliminate all possible building 
hazards. | 

6. Organize emergency communl- 
tions, signalling and messenger sys- 
tem within the theatre and to the 
zone warden 

7. Assure safety provisions tor 


furnace boilers, gas tanks and othel 
vital points. 

8. Appoint a theatre and 
Theatre Defense Group from among 
the personnel. 

9. Complete training and organiza- 
tion of a theatre detense group 
cope with any possibilities 

10. Provide equipment for bu 


warden 


LO 


lding 


and worker groups. 

11. Establish liaison with zone 
warden and local citizen defense 
corps 

During a raid the theatre wardens 
first move would be to cali all as- 
sistant wardens to duty, stationing 
one assistant in the control room 
Warden is to take up his post near 


stage and remain on the floor during 
an emergency in order to safeguard 
the audience. He should not be 
diverted to any other part of the 
house. In case of a direct hit the 
warden must determine whether the 
audience is to remain in the theatre 
or evacuate. 

Instructions also include details for 
dealing with incendiaries, high ex- 
plosives, gas and the training of per- 
sonnel. It is suggested that theatres 
seating several hundred or more 
should discuss with citizens defense | 
corps how to be designated an Air 
Raid Warden post. 

Admission of outsiders to theatres 
during a raid will be left to the dis- 


| 500, 


| singer, 


radio show Coca-Cola and local sta- 
tion XEQ give here, m.c.ing at the | 


| Gabriel 


' Women’), 


Cocoanut Grove, nitery. 


Soria, pic producer who 


| 


has won five annual gold medals in | 


a row in Mexico, started picturizing 

‘Casa de Mujeres’ (‘House 
starring Anita Blanch, 

who had the lead role in the smash 


stage version of ‘ne stor) here. 


; Raquel, 


, the 


Spanish dancer, has the 
the pic, ‘Cuano Viajan las 
(‘As the Stars Go By’). 
Films Mundiales is making 
Tito Gout is megging. She is 
author of ‘Dancer in Madrid, 
of the Spanish civil war 
Felipe Gregorir Castillo, chief of 


lead in 
Estrellas’ 
which 
hei 


ts] 
Laie 


the federal film censorship and 
supervision department, had hard 
luck when he bought a new car. 


Took 


lelivery of it in the morning 








About $20,000 was raised at the | 2nd had a crash with it in the afver- 
special matinee and auction at Pal- | "eon. Only the car was hurt. 
ladium for Esmond Knight, actor | eee eres 
blinded in the war. | ° 
Cecil Lyle and his ‘Cavalcade of St. Louis 
Mystery’ starts tour of Moss Empires m . 
and General Theatres Corp. after 18 By Sam X. Horst 
weeks at the Aldwych. 
‘In the Rear cf the Enemy,’ Rus- Mrs. C. E. Lilly, owner of the U- 


sian pic with English subtitles, has 
been given a full circuit deal by 
Arthur Jarratt, the Gaumont-British 
booker. 

Ivor Novello’s ‘Dancing Years,’ 
which has been touring, replaces 
‘Babes in the Wood’ pantomime at 
Stoll, Kingsway, in March. Will be 
|; presented under aegis of Tom Ar- 
| nold. 
Tom A. old is after the 
for his new revue, in which 
starring Hermione Gingold, 
mione Baddeley and Walter Crisham. 
He has added Elizabeth Welch to 
the cast. 

Joan Robinson, 21-year-old usheret 
at the Odeon theatre, Leicester 
Square, has replaced the chief 
maintenance engineer, who's quit to 
join the Army. She is the first 
woman to hold such a jeb. 

Joe Friedman, 
lumbia Pictures, expected to start 
production as soon as he arrived, 
but he’s finding great difficulty in 
getting studio space. Pictures not 
likely to start before June or July. 

Valerie Hobson, running Denham 


he is 





| Studio’s “Tanks for Russia’ fund, 
|made personals at Covent Garden | 
'and Streatham, getting 15°) of the 
|take at the Garden, 40% at Streat- 
ham. Split 50-50 with the film trade 
| fund. 

In con: ultation with British 


Equity, stage ~»anagers have drafted 
a new form of contract. It provides 


for minimum § salaries, additional 
{payments for understudying and 
|playing parts, and full salaries 
| throughout all engagements, includ- 


ing rehearsal periods. 

Line on state of vaude can be got- 
ten from fact that th. Performer, 
official organ of Variety Artists Fed- 
eration, had best year’s profit and 


also made $2,000 on its annual num- | 


ber. Performer, through excess of 
| business and paper shortage, is ra- 
tioning advertising, not soliciting it. 

After two war years without it, 
| Cinematograph Exhibitors Assn. this 
year follows its annual general 
jmeeting in March wich a dinner- 
dance, as in peacetime. Only 
ference is hotel limits gathering to 
which in practice means 600 
Diners will get non-rationed 
Setback for duckets will be $9 
(figuring four to the pound). Slight- 
ly more than $4.50 of this will go to 
trade Benevolent Fund. 


Mexico City 


By- Douglas L. Grahame 
Ramon Reachi recovered’ from 
srippe 
Esperanza Iris, veteran comedi- 
enne, recovered from grippe. 
James A. FitzPatrick banqueted 


by government’s tourist department. 


Rochelle Hudson holidaying here 
and in Taxco and Acapulco, nearby 
spots 

Pedro de Lille, dean announcer of 
XEW authored the words of a song 
composed by Felipe Be ‘mejo 

‘Mi Viuda Alegre’ (‘My Merry 
W vy’), latest pic of Posa Films, 
S.A.. features a nev omic Ange! 
Garasa 

Antonio Escobar, staff songwrite1 
of lo radio statio! XEB, I 
Norma Ruiz Armengol dio singel 
were married 

Adolfo Fernandez Bustamante 
secretary general of the National 
Theatrical Authors Union, back fron 
a study visit to the U.S 

Jorge de Marron, veteran radio 


announcer, has resumed m.c.ing at 
El Patio, loca] nitery, after a long 
vacation from mike floor. 

Tona la Negra, veteran stage-radio 
back from Cuba. She was 
there longer than she had expected, 
being in a concentration camp. 

Andres Falgas, Argentinian 


and 


stage 


itenor, has made his radio debut in 
'a semi-weekly 15-minute program at 


Nights’) 
Mapy Cortes. : 

Pepe Pena, who doubles as humer- 
ist reciter and manager of radio sta- 


ition XET at Monterrey. eastern 

cretion of the theatre warden. i Texas border industrial center, va- 
Where personnel of a theatre is 10 | cationing here. 

or less some of activities would anseco, hefty comic, one of the 

necessarily be combined. }main props of the smash weekly 


Apollo 
Her- | 


local head of Co- | 


dif- | 


fare. | 


} 


City, University City, Mo., vacation- 
ine in Arizona, 


| Warners 


| Toy and Wing h.o. at Club Conti- | 


/nental, Hotel Jefferson. 

Paul Beisman, ma _ ser of the 
'American theatre and Municipal 
| Theatre Assn, on a strict diet due to 
| medical advice. 

Employes of the St. Louis 
Co. and the Fanchon & Marco Serv- 
ice Corp., sold $532,151 worth of De- 
fense Bonds in intensive drive. 

The Ritz Bros. registered for Se- 
| lective Service in City Hall on pause 
|to Ft. Leonard Wood, Mo., training 

samp, where they entertained future 
duddies, 


Amus, | 


Hollywood 


Whitney Bolton laid up with flu. 
Anne Shirley divorced John 


of | Payne 


June Lang, screen actress. 
John Rose Ni, 

Si Seadler on his annual siesta at 
Paim oprings. 

Jackie Cooper extended his 
Arms 

Lina 
shouldei 


divoreed 


tour of 
camps for another week. 

Rivas, dancer, dislocated a 
in a fall on the set at RKO. 


haurice Bergman joined John 
Joseph’s advertising staff at Uni- 


versal. 
Bill Elliott's stage tour took on 28 


dditional bookings, running to 
April 1. 
Leon Eelasco, former bandleader. 


ehceked in for acting assignments at 
Paramount. 

Trem Carr back at Monogram 
aftcr attending his mot!er’s funeral 
in Trenton, Dl. 

Stuart L. Patton, once with Uni- 
versal, is handling publicity for U.S. 
Maritime Service. 

John LeRoy Johnston moved into 
as assistant to Alex Eva- 
love, publicity chief. 

Peter Viertel finished his scripting 


job on ‘Saboteur’ at Universal and 
enlisted in the Navy. 
Pola Negri in town for tests at 


Paramount on the Pilar role in ‘For 
Whom the Bell Tolls.’ 

Gene Autry back in town for pic- 
ture work after launching his rodeo 
show in Houston, Tex. 

Wayne Morris, now a 


Navy en- 


; sign, and Patricia Ann O’Rourke took 


; out a 


Four natives, Jo Reilly, John Bris- | 


j tow, Vernon Braun and Norma Mae 
| Light, have joined ‘Skating Vanities’ 
| troupe which wound up engagement 
| here last week. 

' ° 

__ Herman Steinberg, operator of the 
9590-seat Madison, Madison. Il.. and 
the Volunteer Fire Fighters’ Assn 
of the same burg collabing on a new 
1,090-seater for the town. 
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nomenon 


tire in 


is the paucity of formal at- 


even Gotham’s high spots. 

The folks are taking their fun in 
mufti. 

The chi-chi joints have suffered 


the most from this phase due to a 
reluctance to parade jewels or any 
ostentation. Whether it’s a new form 
of martial Lenten spirit, even the 
usual camera fodder for the cafe- 
society snapshotters now politely re- 
quest not to be mugged. 

The heavy turnout of traffic for 
‘popular’ entertainment may also in- 
spire a new trend to large, mass- 
| Capacity niteries as the war 
re 


prog- 
ses, 

Legits’ Weekend Draw 
Bulk of N. Y. legit attendance, ex- 
cept for hits that command big audi- 
en on all nights as a rule. is 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday, par- 


"AS 


on 


ticularly the latter two days. Takings 
for those performances for a num- 
ber of shows is as much or more 
than for the balance of the week 
There were 13 legiters hich 
played last Sunday (22), another 
high, nine giving both matinee and 
night performances. Seven of the 
total were musicals and there was 
the Actors Fund annual benefit bill 
at the Imperial. Monday, 24 out of 


26 ws played matinecs, Wash- 
Lor Birthday beir celeb ted 
day ing 
’, P c F, 7 =! . | 
en and 90% sold out. A numbe1 
vill also play mid-week afternoons 


This is the final big holiday week of 
the season, and the annual decline in 
business is expected to’ follow as thé 
federal tax deadline approache 
Another scheduled Sunda pel 
formance was not given ‘They 
Sh Hav 4 Stood n I « i’ Ne 
* , (t¢ } us: eek } ‘ 
t) Mansfield. Othe etweer 
lide off the list this wee] 
e closin Saturda 28» be 
P i Is Al Guild, and Tacbetl 
Nationa while ‘Claudia’ | ! 
he veek at the Booth 





ASCAP-BMI 
Continued from page 1— — 





ee 
tained. He said that many BMI 
writers have sought membership in 
ASCAP and dropped a gentle hint 
that BMI tunes are not vet to 
be considered competitive to the 
ASCAP catalog in the matter of 
quality. 

Paine’s BMI pitch took broad- 


| 


station XIW. Zande lipstick is the 
sponsor. 

Mauricio de la Sern doubling as 
manager of the Cine Teatro Ala- 
meda and pic producing, finished 
‘Las Cinco Noches de Adan’ 
i (‘Adam’s Five featuring | 


i 
! 


casters, 


fense of 


who expected an all-out de- 
the new radio contract, by 
surprise. Paine drew a smile from 
the 65 broadcasters in attendance 
when he remarked, ‘The fight is over 
and we didn’t win.’ 

Cal Smith, KFAC manager, was 
elected NAB director for the 16th 
district, succeeding Harrison Holli- 
manager of KFI-KECA. who 
not to run again. 


way, 
chose 


marriage license. 

Clarence Brown dickering with 
the State Department for passage to 
England to direct a ‘cture there. 

Victor Halperin, director and 
writer. filed for bankruptcy, listing 
$70.962 in debts and $120 in assets. 


Clifford W. Smith moves from 
{Hollywood to New York for an 
|upped position with Western Elec- 


tric. 
Harry M. Warner, Edward Arnold 
and Edward O. Blackburn elected di- 


| rectors of the Red Cross, Les Angeles 


Chapter. 

Larry Darmour, recuperating from 
an abdominal operation, taking two- 
month vacation before returning to 
active production. 

Shirley Temple became an hon- 
orary grandmother through her con- 
tribution to United China Relief 


Fund for war orphans. 
Army Air Corps gained three mu- 
cal recruits in Ruel "reeman, band 


booker at Musie Corp.; Larry Cotton, 
inger with Horace Heidt’s band, and 
30bby Turner, MCA office manager. 


Miami 

By Leslie Harris 
Lou Holtz held over at Casanova. 
Jerry Cooper in town for appear- 

ance at Frolic club. 

Marjorie Gainsworth held over for 

third week at Brook Club. 
allet Russe with Tamara Touma- 


nova due in town March 4. 
Benny Fields booked to top next 
week’s stage lineup at Olympia 
Helen Kane and Dan Healy due for 
engagement at Winnie’s Rintide 
Sabu doing personals with baby 


elephant to plug defense bonds sale. 


John Boles slated for three-day 
booking at Casanova vefore heading 
north 

Lou Nova knocking ‘em dead in 
I TI t So.’ Theatre-of-Fifteen pi 
duction 

Stuart E leston leavins WOAM 
to handle radio for Florida Pov'er 
ind Light. 

Michele Morgan and Paul Henreid 
lu in town for pel onals vith 1OW- 
ng of ‘Joan of Paris.’ 

John Bitte Miami Symphony di- 
rector, will feature Larrv Adle 
Oloist with orchestra if time can be 
cleared 

Lord Tarleton hotel staging a 
Navy Relief ball Sunday (27) 
Walte: Winchell a forme: ucst 
here ‘tinge as patron and will re- 
elve wntributions for forwarding 
to the Nevv benefit fund 

. 
Kansas City 
By John Quinn 

Pp Robe mina one-ni on- 
cert at the Music Hall last wee 

Johnson County Navhouse pre- 
ented ‘St e Door’ last Friday Sat- 

and Sunday. 

Jimmy Grier missing on the T 
race Grill bandstand because of flu 
Ed Morley. tenor, fronting 

Mary Pickford TWA-ing in for a 
brief stoo while enroute to Canada 
to campaign for defense funds. 

Gardner Reams, WDAF commer- 

cial man, sandwiching his time be- 
tween the station and jury duty. 

Manuel Contreras’ rhumba_  en- 
emble held over for fortnight in 


the Drum Room of Hotel President. 
Walt Bodine, program director at 
KVAK. Atchison, Kans., recuperating 


at home after emergency appen- 
dectomy. 
Gardner Wilson, RKO exploiteer. 


trekking in from New York with 
Walt Disney and staying in town to 
et showing of ‘Fantasia’. 

Resident theatre will present “The 
Male Animal’ beginning March 4, 


| with Director Charles Alan as Tom- 


my Turner and Lucille Eiser, Robin 
Humphrey. Roy Engle, Gilbert Mil- 
ton and Brad Crandall, Jr., rounding 
out the cast 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, February 25, 1942 








OBITUARIES 


STEFAN AND ELIZABETH ZWEIG 


Stefan Zweig, 60, widely read aaa 


translated Austriaa born writer, and 
his wife, Elizabeth, 30, committed 
suicide in Petropolis, Brazil, Feb. 23 
by poison, The author had been 
brooding over the present world 
conflict, and the nazism which had 
routed him from his home _ in 
Vienna, In a note, he expressed the | 
view that it would require too much 
from his exhauste energy to recon- 
struct his life again. He had pub- 
lished two volumes of verse as his 
first literary efforts, but the shock of 
World War I moved him toward a 
more serious branch of writing. 

He was the author of innumerable 
books on biographical and historical 
material and his latest, ‘Amerigo: A 
Comedy of Errors in History,’ was 
published the day of his death by 
the Viking Press. He was also said 
to have just completed an auto- | 
biography, and to have been work- | 
ing on four new book~. He was the | 
author of the plays ‘Volpone’ and | 
‘Jeremiah,’ both produced in N. Y. | 
by the Theatre Guild. Metro’s | 
‘Marie Antoinette’ was adopted from | 
his biography. He had written only 
one full-length novel, ‘Beware of 
Pity,’ published in March, 1939. 








FRANK L. DIEFENDERFER 

Frank L. Diefenderfer, 56, presi- 
dent for 22 years of the Reading Mu- 
sicians’ Union and a theatre orches- 
tra director, died Feb. 19 in Reading, 
Pa., after a long illness. Diefender- 
fer, who was president at the time 
of his death and for eight two-year 
terms of the Pennsylvania-Delaware 
Conference of the American Federa- 
tion of Musicians, remarried only 
last summer. 

Four years ago Diefenderfer, on a 
motoring trip to New York City, was 
severely injured in a collision with 
another automobile. A companion, 
Ralph D. Feldser, Harrisburg, secre- 
tary-manager of the Pennsylvania 
Musicians’ Union, lost his life in the 
accident. Diefenderfer’s first wife 
was so badly injured that she died 
in a hospital soon after. 

Diefenderfer leaves his second 
wife, a daughter, Mrs. John B. 
Stevens, Jr., and two brothers. 


JIMMY WALSH 

Jimmy Walsh, 39, orchestra leader, 
died in his sleep Feb. 17 at his 
home in West Los Angeles. He had 
been in apparent good health. 

Starting his musical career as trom- 
bonist with Anson Weeks’ orchestra 
15 years ago, he later organized a 
band with Griff Williams. A few 
years later they split®©up and de- 
ceased assembled his own crew. He 
first attracted serious attention dur- 
ing his long stand at Casino Gar- 
dens, on the beach near Los An- 
geles, and recently played a stand 
at the Biltmore Bowl in L. A. 

Rated by Tommy Dorsey one of 
the best trombone players«in the 
business, he was presented with Dor- 
sey’s pet trombone as a compliment 
to his ability. Recently he had been 
playing one-nighters. He leaves the 
widow and two children. 








ROBERT LEE JORDAN 
Robert Lee Jordan, 75, secretary 
of the board of directors of Ellis 
(municipal) Auditorium, Memphis, 
died Feb. 18 at his home in that city 


ALBERT P. TERHUNE 

Albert Payson Terhune, 69, author, 
former newspaperman and _ film 
writer, died Feb. 18 at his home in 
Pompton Lakes, N. J., of a heart ail- 
ment. Terhune was a prolific writer 
about dogs. 

Terhune in 1904 collaborated with 
William C. DeMille in writing the 
libretto of ‘Nero,’ a comic opera. 
His first dog story was published in 
1919, with hundreds following. He 
also wrote more than 30 film stories 
and was a member of the Players, 
Lambs, Dutch Treat, Century and 
Adventurers Clubs in N. Y. He is 
survived by a widow and daughter. | 





COL. J. J. GILLESPIE 

Col. James John Gillespie, 68, 
chairman of Moss Empires, Ltd., died 
in Morpeth, Northumberland, Eng- 
land, recently of a heart ailment. 

An accountant by profession, he 
handled most of London's theatrical 
business, founded Moss Empires and 
was associated with Sir Oswald Stoll 
(who preceded him in death 11 days 
earlier) in the fusion of Moss and 
Stoll circuits. He had little to do 
with the showmanship side of the 
business, his brother, R. H. Gillespie 
being managing director of Moss 
Empires for many years. 





ZELMA LARSSON 

Zelma Larsson, 32, WMEX (Bos- 
ton) Scandinavian program director 
and musician, died Feb. 21 in Bos- 
ton, 48 hours after an automobile 
accident in which her companion, 
Harry Johnson, Boston building con- 
tractor, was killed almost instantly. 
They were to have been married 
within two months. 

Her club activities were numerous, 
especially in Republican circles. 
She was national vice-president of 
the John Ericsson Republican Club. 





HERBERT JAY 
Herbert Jay, 70, London theatrical 
manager, died at Hove, Sussex, 
England, recently. Lessee and man- 
ager of various theatres outside 
London, he became business man- 
ager for Wyndham’s theatre, Lon- 
don, then built the Ambassador in 
1913 (of which he was managing di- 
rector at his death), and opened the 
Embassy, Swiss Cottage, in 1928. 
Was associated with Anthony Ellis 
in the highly successful wartime 
production of ‘A Little Bit of Fluff’ 

at the Criterion in 1915. 





ERRICO ODIERNO 

Errico Odierno, about 60, New 
York representative of the Phila- 
delphia La Scala Opera Co., died 
Feb. 19 at the Academy of Music, 
Philly, just as the curtain was going 
up there on ‘Trovatore.’ He had 
been with the company for eight 
years as talent scout and agent. The 
majority of singers on the roster 
were engaged by him. 

Odierno had been active in music 
circles for 35 years. 





FRANK L. PACKARD 

Frank L. Packard, 65, author of 
the ‘Jimmy Dale’ stories, which have 
had a sale of over 3,000,000 copies, 
died in Montreal Feb. 17. Packard 
vas also author of ‘The Miracle 
Man,’ successful play and _ silent 
film. The play was produced by 
George M. Cohan in 1914, and in 1935 





after a long illness. One of leaders 
in original campaign to build Mem- 
phis’ combined auditorfum and thea- 
tre, he had served on its board for 
17 years. 

His wife, Mrs. R. L. Jordan, was 
primarily responsible for construc- 
tion of Overton Park amphitheatre, 
in which Memphis Open Air theatre 
stages annual season of summer mu- 
sicals employing Broadway directors 
and talent. A son, Robert H. Jor- 
dan, was president of the Memphis 
Cotton Carnival in 1941. 


ae 





DR. ROBERT KATSCHER 

Dr. Robert Katscher, 45, composer 
of ‘Day Is Done’ and the score of 
‘Wunder Bar’ died Feb. 23 in Holly- 
wood. He had been suffering six 
weeks from a liver aliment. 

Deceased came to this country 
four years ago from Austria, where 
he was among the leading popular 
songwriters. It was in Vienna that 
he wrote ‘Madonna,’ which became 
an overnight hit here as ‘Day Is 
Done’ with English lyrics by Buddy 
De Sylva. Two months ago he com- 
pleted his last tune, ‘I Laughed At 
Love.’ 

He was a close friend of Paul 
Whiteman, who will - have four 
violins play ‘Day Is Done’ at the 
services being arranged by ASCAP. 
Katscher’s widow survives. 


in London with Sir Seymour Hicks 
in the lead. 
Packard is survived by widow, 
three sons and daughter. 
FREDERICK T. SCOTT 
| Frederick T. Scott, actor, 
|man and trainer of racehorses, died 
| in South Beach, Staten Island, Feb. 
| 22. He had appeared in Buffalo Bill’s 
wild wes’ shows as _ trick rider and 








Train Robbery,’ ‘The Perils of Paul- 


days of the picture industry. He 
had also staged wild west shows on 
Staten Island. 

Surviving are his widow, son and 
a brother. 





MARGARET MOFFAT 

Margaret Moffat, 50, British screen 
actress, died of pneumonia Feb. 19 
in Los Angeles. Coming from Lon- 
don a year ago, she played charac- 
ter roles in four pictures, last of 
which was ‘My Gal Sal’ at 20th- 
Fox. 

Surviving is her husband, Sewell 
Collins, British producer and writer. 





VICTOR BOUCHER 
Victor Boucher, French film and 
legit actor, has died in Ville d’Avary, 
France. He had appeared in many 





of the films, ‘Nine Bachelors,’ by 
Sacha Guitry, is now being shown 
at the World Theatre, N. Y. 

Among some of the legit produc- 
tions in which he appeared were 
‘La Petite Chocolatiere,, ‘Mon Ami 
Teddy,’ ‘La Gamine,’ ‘Petite Reine,’ 
‘La Bonheir de ma Femme,’ ‘Le 
Retour,’ ‘Ta Bouche,’ and ‘Les Vignes 
du Seigneur.’ 





BEN LUNDY 

Ben Lundy, 44, former agent and 
producer in New York and more re- 
cefftly an agent in Hollywood, died 
Feb. 15 in Palm Springs, Cal., after 
an attack of pneumonia. Before 
moving west as an agent, Lundy’s 
last production effort on Broadway 
was a revival of old stage plays at 
$1 top. 
Body was shipped to New York 
for burial. 





GEORGE LASHWOOD 


George Lashwood, 79, veteran 
British vaude comedian, died in 
Worcestershire, England, recently. 


One of the highest paid stars of his 
day, he popularized songs like ‘In 
the Twi-twi-twilight,” ‘Where Are 
the Lads of the Village Tonight?’, 
‘I’m 21 Today.’ He enjoyed a suc- 
cessful appearance in New York 
some 30 years ago. He retired to a 
country life in 1918. 





LESLIE J. CASEY 

Leslie J. Casey, 51, former produc- 
tion manager for the Fox Film Corp. 
in Hollywood, died Feb. 18 in N. Y. 

Casey was born in Australia and 
eight years ago was co-producer 
with James W. Liddle of the play, 
‘These Two.’ Other plays which he 
produced were ‘Fresh Fields’ and 
‘Romance on the Road.’ Surviving 
are his widow, brother and sister. 





AUGUST DAMM 

August Damm, 93, composer and 
arranger who came here 70 years 
ago from Germany, died in Boston, 
Feb. 21. He was a flute player with 
the Boston Symphony in the 1870’s 
and 1880's. 

Surviving are a daughter, son and 
a brother. 





EFFEL LANE 

Effel Lane, about 50, former Zieg- 
feld ‘Follies’ dancer, died in N. Y. 
Feb. 17. Besides several ‘Follies’ 
shows, Miss Lane had appeared in 
‘The Three Twins’ on Broadway and 
had toured in vaudeville as a dancer 
and Scotch singer. 





DESIRE PAUWELS 
Desire Pauwels, 80, tenor and for- 
mer manager of the Netherlands 
Opera Co., Amsterdam, died there 
Jan. 25. 


Ensign Daniel Seid, 23, son of 
George Seid, chief of Columbia stu- 
dio laboratories in Hollywood, was 
killed in action at Pearl Harbor, ac- 
cording to advices from the Navy 
Department. 








Mother of Nate and Abe Platt, 
booking manager and district man- 
ager, respectively, for Balaban & 
Katz theatre circuit, died in Chi- 
cago Feb. 17. 





Herbert E. Earl, pianist with the 
Strand, Albany, orchestra when that 
Warner house used a symphonic 
band, died at his home in Albany 
last week. 





Mrs. Maria A. Roche, 76, mother 
of Frank Fay, died in Los Angeles, 
Feb. 21. Her husband also survives. 

Mrs. Eva Downs, mother of Johnny 
Downs, actor, died in Los Angeles, 
Feb. 21. A daughter also survives. 














show- | 


appeared in such films as ‘The Great | 


ine’ and ‘Over There’ in the early | 


| Bands No. 1 B.0. 
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Most bands insist on strong screen 
support, however. 

In the 23 weeks period surveyed 
from ‘Variety’s’ figures, the Para- 
mount, and Strand (WB), New York, 
and the Earle (WB), Philadelphia, 
had band attractions with first run 
films each stanza. The Chicago the- 
atre (Par) gave over 11 weeks to the 
dualing of orchestras and features. 
Keith’s Boston (RKO) played 13 
weeks of bands. Other houses in- 
clude Hippodrome, Baltimore. three 
weeks: Metropolitan, Boston, three; 
Strand, Brooklyn (four days) 13; 
Oriental, Chicago, seven; Shubert, 
Cincinnati, eight; Palace, Cleveland, 
five; Tower, Kansas City, five; Or- 
pheum, Los Angeles, five; Paramount, 
Los Angeles, eight; Orpheum, Min- 
neapolis, eight; Adams, Newark, 11; 
Orpheum, Omahe, eight; Stanley, 
Pittsburgh, 15; Metropolitan, Provi- 
dence, 11. In the occasional booking 
group are Palomar, Seattle; Earle, 
Washington; Golden Gate, San Fran- 
cisco; Rivoli, Toledo, and others. 


The Detroit and Boston figures of 
Miller and James have been substan- 
tially surpassed by both on Broad- 
way. Former has just completed 
three weeks (with ‘Sullivan's Trav- 
els’) at the Paramount, to grosses of 
$72,000; $55,000, and $45,000, James, 


with ‘Skylark’ touched $68,000; 
$49,000 and $36,000. Neither, how- 
ever, reached the four weeks’ en- 


gagement hung up by Gene Krupa 
and ‘Louisiana Purchase,’ last month. 
Score: $93,000, $59,000, $48,000 and 
$35,000. 

Phil Spitalny, teamed with ‘Ser- 
geant York,’ carried through four 
weeks at the Strand, N. Y., at $45,000, 
$37,000, $31,000 and $26,000. Jimmy 
Dorsey, in for two weeks only with 
‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ regis- 


Standouts over the country since 
September were: Hipp, Baltimore, 
Louis Prima, Four Ink Spots and 
‘Father Takes a Wife,’ $18,000. 

RKO, Boston, Kay Kyser and ‘Fly- 
ing Cadets,’ $35,000. 

Chicago theatre, Jimmy Dorsey 
and “You'll Never Get Rich’ $64,000. 

Erskine Hawkins, Four Ink Spots 
and ‘Shadow of Thin Man,’ $60,000. 

Oriental, Chicago, Ted Lewis and 
‘Three Girls, $30,000. 

Shubert, Cincinnati, Phil Harris 
and ‘Whistling in the Dark,’ $17,000. 
(Same house, Milt Britton and 
‘Weekend for Three,’ $16,500.) 

Palace, Cleveland, Ted Lewis and 
‘Father Takes a Wife,’ $20,000. (Same 
house, Ink Spots and Ella Fitzgerald 
and ‘Ladies in Retirement, $21,000.) 

Michigan, Detroit, Jimmy Dorsey 
and ‘Design for Scandal,’ $37,000. 

Orpheum, Los Angeles, Duke El- 
lington and ‘Mercy Island,’ $15,000. 

Orpheum, Omaha, Orrin Tucker 
and ‘Tight Shoes,’ $21,000. (Same 
house, Horace Heidt and ‘Wild 
Geese,’ $19,000.) 

Earle, Philadelphia, Erskine Hav- 
kins and Ink Spots, $31,000. (Same 
house, ‘Woody Herman and Swing 
It,’ $30,000.) 

Stanley, Pittsburgh, Eddy Duchin 
and ‘Lady Be Good,’ $28,000. (Same 
house, Johnny ‘Scat’ Davis, Andrews 








| weekly grosses of these theatres 
1100% and, on occasion, 200%. The 
| story in vivid arithmetic scattered 
|through the boxoffice reports of 
‘Variety’ in recent months has 
astounded showmen. 


centered on the record figures of 
$55,887 week’s gross at the Michigan 
theatre (Par) in Detroit, rung up by 
Glenn Miller. His share was re- 
ported at $21,693.50. Another eye- 
brow lifter was the engagement of 
Harry James at the Metropolitan, 
Boston, when week’s take catapulted 
to $37,000. Under straight film 
policy, the Met (also Par) averages 
$15,000, although ‘Son of Fury’ 
(20th), a strong grosser, lately rang 
up $20,000, without benefit of band 
support. 

When a popular band and one of 
the better ‘A’ features are dualled, 
returns mount spectacularly, al- 
though with bath band and feature 





participating on percentage, the 


films and legit productions, and one house profit is seldom proportionate. 


Sisters and ‘One Foot in Heaven,’ 
$31,000.) 


NEW SERIES OF WAR 
FILMS UNDER F. CAPRA 


Hollywood, Feb. 24. 
Production of a series of War De- 
partment training films, based on 
historical subjects, has been an- 
nounced by Darryl Zanuck, chair- 
man of the Academy Research Coun- 
cil. Scripts for the films will be 











written in Washington by Jerome 


Chodorov, S. K. Lauren, Ted Para- | 


| more, John Sanford, Leonard Spie- 


Attention of the trade recently | | 


glass, Philip and Julius Epstein. 

Writers will work unde~ the su- 
pervision of Major Frank Capra of 
the Signal Corps. 














‘Porgy’ 


Continued from page 3=— 

















deducted. They not only anticipate 
a Broadway run, but expect ‘Porgy’ 
to tour for at least two years, book- 
ings to include schools, colleges and 
other spots in addition to regular the- 
atres, 

Chances of a major film company 
buying the ‘Porgy’ rights are doubt- 
ful at this time, because the show 
call for a colored cast and such pic- 
tures are opposed by the sales and 
distribution departments. Principal 
factor in ‘Porgy’ is its George Gersh- 
win score, and at least one leading 
Coast outfit is considering the script. 
However, an independent producer 
may eventually buy the rights, 





Gabriel Pascal having expressed a 
desire to make ‘Porgy’ into a film. 


tered $48,000 and $40,000. . 
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Morris, Menjou 
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way until the end of March. Her 
two weeks will be spent mostly in 
camps near New York, 

Number of changes have been 
made in the past week or so in the 
regular units providing soldier en. 
tertainment. On the major circuit, 
‘Beachcombers of 1942’ underwent a 
shakeup. Rio Brothers and the turn 
of Joe Young and Charles Kaye left 
and were replaced by Lee Ross, Hal 
Sherman, Lois Vee Palmer, Dixie 
Duncan and the Emerald Sisters. 

Lucille Johnson, vocalist, quit 
‘Razzle Dazzle’ and was not re. 
placed, while Dowling Trio has been 
substituted for the Hoffman Trio in 
‘Funzafire.’ In the ‘Junior Miss’ legit 
company, Allen Hale ‘:as replaced 
Clark Chesney, 

On the minor cirenit, ‘Rhythm 
Revels’ has seen the departure of 
Don Rice as the result of an injury 
and the addition of Bud Sweeney 
and White and Manning. Cookie 
Bowers las completed his contract 
with ‘Keep Smiling’ and has been 
replaced by Seed and White. Dave 
Barry has left ‘Broadway Brevities,’ 
with no sub registered yet. Same 
condition applies with Eddie Farley 
band, which has withdrawn from 
‘Yankee Doodle Revue.’ 


MARRIAGES 


Renata Quadraccia to Rudy Na- 
vari, in Pittsburgh, Feb. 17. He’s a 
Pittsburgh theatre owner. 

Fivelyn Novick to Arthur Neu- 
mark, Jan. 29, in New York. Bride 
is secretary to Hal James, of the 
Compton agency radio department, 

Hazel Sanderson to Milroy Ander- 
son, Feb. 11, in Las Vegas, Nev. 
He's manager of the RKO-Hillstreet 
theatre, Los Angeles. 

Clara May Moore te Curtis Mick, 
in Yuma, Ariz., Feb. 14. He’s on the 
Paramount production staff. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Connelly, 
daughter, in Amarillo, Teas, Jan. 29, 
Father is engineer of station KGNC, 
Amarillo. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dwight Newton, son, 
in San Francisco, Feb. 8. Newton 
is KYA’s ‘Funnypaper Man.’ 

Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Rogers, son, 
in San Francisco, recently. Father 
is a commentator on KQW. 

Jeanette Sayre to Francis Smith, 
Jr., Feb. 21, at Princeton, N. J. Bride 
is well known in radio through 
Council for Democracy. 

Mary Kathleen Bell to Michael 
Brooke, Feb. 19, in London, Groom 
is Earl of Warwick and former film 
player in Hollywood. 

Fran Allison to Archie Levington, 
in Chicago, Feb. 21. Bride is Colum- 
bia-WBBM vocalist; he’s Chi rep for 
Leeds Music Co. 

Sally West to Frank Gordon, Feb. 








23, in Yuma, Ariz. Bride is film 
actress. 
BIRTHS 

Mr. and Mrs. T. Hee, son, in Glen- 
dale, Cal., Feb. 17. Father is an 
animator for Walt Disney. 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Arndt, son, 
in Hollywood, Feb. 18. Father is 
film actor. 


Mr. and Mrs. Gene Milnar, son, in 


|Yankton, S. D., Feb. 11. Father is 
announcer with WNAX, Yankton. 
Mr. and Mrs. John Waters, son, 
Feb. 17, in New York. Father is 
engineer at station WINS, New 
| York. 
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Peterso1, 


daughter, in Chicago, Feb. 7. Fa- 
ther is staff organist for WLS, Chi- 
cago; mother was formerly concert 
singer Avis Leone 

Beatrice Whitney Straight to Louis 
| Dolivet, in Des Moines, Feb. 20. 
| Bride is legit actress; he’s co-editor 
|of The Free World, Free French 
| publication. 

Mae Regan to Nelson Griffith, Feb. 
14, in Santa Barbara, Cal. She's in 
NBC’s Hollywood production depart- 
ment. 

Ethel Baum to Ben Liss, in Los 
Angeles, Feb. 22. Groom is a film 
cutter at Warners. 

Kay Foster to Charles Peterson, 
Feb. 20, in Los Angeles. Bride 18 
vocalist recently with Tony Pastors 
orch.; he’s trumpeter with Tommy 
Dorsey orch. 

Helen Sawyer to Franklin Parke*, 
Feb. 14, in Yuma. Both are radio 
performers. 

Janet Strugnell to Dick Wynne, 
in San Francisco, Feb. 15. Bride }s 
in KYA (Frisco) accounting depart- 
ment; he’s a freelance announcer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Henry 
Phelan, son, in San Francisco, Feb. 
3. Father is NBC audi engineer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bernard F. Dudley, 
daughter, at Hanover, N. H., Feb. 16. 
Father is announcer on Yankee net- 
work, 
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s “New Spirit,” starring Donald Ouck! 








